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1.1. Previous Years Questions

1. The tendency for increased litigation was visible 
after the introduction of the land settlement 
system of Lord Cornwallis in 1793. The reason for 
this is normally traced to which of the following 
provisions?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011] 
(a) Making Zamindar’s position stronger Vis-a-Vis 

the Ryot 
(b) Making East India Company an overlord of 

Zamindars 
(c) Making judicial system more efficient 
(d) None of the (a), (b) and (c) above 

2. With reference to Ryotwari Settlement, consider 
the following statements:  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012] 
1. The rent was paid directly by the peasants to the 

Government. 
2. The Government gave Pattas to the Ryots. 
3. The lands were surveyed and assessed before 

being taxed. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) None

3. Consider the following:  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012] 
1. Assessment of land revenue on the basis of 

nature of the soil and the quality of crops. 
2. Use of mobile cannons in warfare.
3. Cultivation of tobacco and red chillies.
Which of the above was/were introduced into India 
by the English?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 2 and 3
(d) None 

4. What was/were the object/objects of Queen 
Victoria’s Proclamation (1858) ?    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2014]
1. To disclaim any intention to annex Indian States. 
2. To place the Indian administration under the 

British Crown.
3. To regulate East India Company’s trade with 

India.
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

5. Who among the following was/were associated 
with the introduction of Ryotwari Settlement in 
India during the British rule?    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2017]
1. Lord Cornwallis
2. Alexander Read
3. Thomas Munro
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

6. The staple commodities of export by the English 
East India Company from Bengal in the middle of 
the 18th century were:  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
(a) Raw cotton, oil-seeds and opium
(b) Sugar, salt, zinc and lead.
(c) Copper, silver, gold, spices and tea
(d) Cotton, silk, saltpetre and opium

7. Which one of the following statements does 
not apply to the system of Subsidiary Alliance 
introduced by Lord Wellesley?    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
(a) To maintain a large standing army at others 

expense
(b) To keep India safe from Napoleonic danger
(c) To secure a fixed income for the Company
(d) To establish British paramountcy over the Indian 

States

8. Economically, one of the results of the British rule 
in India in the 19th century was the   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
(a) increase in the export of Indian handicrafts
(b)  growth in the number of Indian owned factories
(c) commercialization of Indian agriculture
(d) rapid increase in the urban population

1.2. Practice Questions

9. With reference to Modern History of India, 
consider the following reforms: 
1. Wood’s dispatch. 
2. Laying down of first railway line connecting 

Bombay and Thane. 
3. Widow remarriage Act. 
4. Suppression of thuggee. 
Which of the above reforms were introduced by 
Lord Dalhousie?

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA
18TH CENTURY TO 1857
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(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

10. Which one of the following statements is incorrect 
with reference to the Treaty of Sagauli signed 
during British period? 
(a) As a result of the Treaty, Nepal agreed to 

withdraw from Sikkim. 
(b) The Treaty gave better facilities to British for 

trade with Central Asia. 
(c) The Indian government got access to the Chumbi 

Valley. 
(d) After the Treaty, the Gorkhas joined the British 

Indian Army in large numbers. 

11. “He stopped the export of sandalwood, pepper and 
cardamom through the ports of his kingdom, and 
disallowed local merchants from trading with the 
Company. He also established a close relationship 
with the French in India and modernised his army 
with their help. He died defending his capital city 
in 1799.” He was: 
(a) Haider Ali Khan 
(b) Tipu Sultan 
(c) Nana Fadnavis 
(d) Mir Nizam Ali Khan 

12. Consider the following statements regarding 
Anglo-Sikh wars: 
1. The first Anglo-Sikh war fought between British 

and Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 
2. Lord Hardinge was the governor-general during 

the Second Anglo-Sikh war. 
3. The Sikhs ceded the Jalandhar Doab to the 

British under the Treaty of Lahore. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 

13. Which of the following events happened during 
the tenure of Viceroy Lord Ripon?
1. Enactment of Vernacular Press Act. 
2. The Second Afghan War. 
3. Appointment of Hunter commission on 

Education. 
4. The First Factory Act. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below 
(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 and 4 only 

14. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding the battles of Panipat? 
1. The First battle of Panipat marked the beginning 

of the Mughal Empire in India. 

2. The second battle of Panipat was fought between 
Babur and Ibrahim Lodhi. 

3. The ambition of Marathas to gain influence in 
northern India was one of the causes of Third 
Battle of Panipat. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

15. With reference to advent of Portuguese in India, 
which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. Portuguese established its first factory at Cochin. 
2. The permit system for ships were introduced by 

Francisco De Almeida. 
3. Afonso de Albuquerque abolished the practice 

of Sati system in Goa. 
4. The Portuguese governor Nino da Cunha shifted 

the capital from Cochin to Goa. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

16. With reference to Farrukhsiyar’s Farman of 1717, 
which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. The concessions under the farman was only 

available in Bengal. 
2. The East India Company was exempted from 

export duty but not from import duty. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

17. Which of the statements is correct regarding the 
Golden Farman? 
(a) It gave East India Company the right to collect 

the revenue of Bengal and Orissa. 
(b) It gave East India Company the privilege of 

trading freely in the ports of Golconda. 
(c) It gave the zamindari rights of three villages of 

Sutanati, Gobindapur, and Kalikata to East India 
Company. 

(d) It granted nizamat of Bengal to the East India 
Company. 

18. “He started off at a high post in his country’s 
trading Company in Pondicherry and went 
on to become the Governor of Chandernagore 
and later the Director General of his country’s 
colonies in India in 1741. He was conferred with 
the title of Nawab by the Mughal Emperor. He was 
often at odds with the government in his home 
country. However, he was a skillful diplomat and 
administrator who started the trend of interfering 



Workbook3

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

in the politics of Indian princes with a view to gain 
monopoly and trading benefits.” 
Which person of 18th century Indian political 
landscape is being described above? 
(a) Robert Clive 
(b) Alfonso de Albuquerque 
(c) Joseph Francis Dupleix 
(d) Count de Lally 

19. With reference to the Ryotwari Settlement system, 
consider the following statements: 
1. Settlement was made directly with the 

cultivators. 
2. The ryot does not have to pay revenue when his 

produce was destroyed by drought or floods. 
Which of the given statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

20. With reference to the Permanent Settlement 
system during British rule, consider the following 
statements: 
1. The erstwhile zamindars and revenue collectors 

became the owners of the land. 
2. It was introduced by the Lord Wellesley in 

Bengal and Bihar. 
3. The zamindars were to keep only one-eleventh 

of the land revenue they extracted. 
Which of the given statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

21. Which among the following crops were introduced 
by the Europeans in India? 
1. Sugarcane 
2. Tobacco 
3. Cashew nut 
4. Coffee 
5. Cotton 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 3 and 5 only 

22. Which of the following statements regarding the 
outcomes of Battle of Plassey is/ are correct? 
1. Mir Jafar became the Nawab of Bengal. 
2. The British acquired the zamindari of Burdwan, 

Midnapur & Chittagong from the new Nawab. 
3. Sovereignty of the English over Calcutta was 

recognized. 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

23. With reference to advent of Europeans in India, 
consider the following events: 
1. Dutch founded their first factory in 

Masulipatnam. 
2. The English company got the “Golden Farman” 

issued by the Sultan of Golconda. 
3. Permanent factory of East India Company was 

established at Surat. 
What is the correct chronological sequence of the 
above events? 
(a) 1-2-3 
(b) 1-3-2 
(c) 3-1-2 
(d) 3-2-1 

24. Which of the following factors were responsible 
for the supremacy of English East India company 
in India over other European powers? 
1. Naval superiority of Royal Navy of Britain. 
2. Stable government in Britain. 
3. English East India company being a private 

enterprise. 
4. Effective use of the debt markets by company to 

fund its wars. 
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

25. Consider the following statements about Francisco 
De Almeida: 
1. He abolished the practice of Sati in Goa.
2. He acquired Goa from the Sultan of Bijapur. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

26. Consider the following pairs with reference to 
the wars waged by East India Company and the 
reasons for doing so:

Foreign War Reason
1. Anglo-Nepalese 

war
Frequent raids by 
Nepali Gurkhas into 
adjoining territories in 
Assam.

2. 1st Anglo - 
Burmese War

Continuous Burmese 
expansion towards 
Assam & Bengal 
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3. 2nd Anglo - 
Afghan War

Afghan preference to 
Russians and refusal 
of alliance with the 
British.

Which of the above pairs is/ are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

27. Which of the following factors was/were 
responsible for the decline of Portuguese power in 
India? 
1. Diversion of Portuguese attention towards 

Brazil. 
2. Religious policies of the Portuguese led to 

hostility towards them. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

28. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the Ahom kingdom: 
1. It was founded by Chaolung Sukaphaa. 
2. Assam was ceded to British India after the Treaty 

of Yandabo.
3. Forced labour was prevalent in the Ahom 

kingdom. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

29. He was the Governor General of Bengal who 
initiated many reforms in British India. He 
relieved the zamindars of their police duties and 
established the post of superintendent of police 
(SP) as the head of a district. He separated revenue 
administration from justice administration. 
He also banned torturous punishments like the 
chopping off of limbs, nose and ears.
Identify the person from the above paragraph.
(a) Warren Hastings.
(b) Lord Cornwallis.
(c) William Bentinck.
(d) Lord Wellesley.

30. Which of the following reforms was introduced by 
William Bentinck?
(a) Ring-fence policy to create buffer zones around 

Company’s territories.
(b) Separated judiciary and revenue administration.
(c) Setting up of a Law Commission under Macaulay. 
(d) Abolished dual system of government.

31. Which of the following statements is not correct 
regarding the socio-economic condition in 18th 
century India?
(a) Co-existence of extreme poverty and extreme 

luxury.
(b) India enjoyed favorable balance of trade with 

exports contributing more than imports.
(c) Techniques of production in agriculture sector 

remained backward and stagnant.
(d) The status of slaves in India was worse than that 

in Europe. 

32. With reference to European rule in India, consider 
the following events:
1. Battle of Wandiwash 
2. Battle of Bedara 
3. Battle of Plassey 
What is the correct chronological sequence of the 
above events? 
(a) 1-2-3
(b) 1-3-2 
(c) 3-1-2 
(d) 3-2-1 

33. Which of the following statements are correct 
regarding the consequences of the Battle of 
Plassey? 
1. Dual government in Bengal was introduced by 

Robert Clive. 
2. Zamindari of 24 Parganas was given to the East 

India Company. 
3. It played a decisive role in the Anglo-French 

struggle. 
4. The East India Company was granted right to 

free trade in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

34. Which of the following action(s) of the Nawab of 
Bengal, Mir Qasim, led to disputes with the East 
India Company which finally culminated in the 
Battle of Buxar of 1764? 
1. He shifted his capital from Murshidabad to 

Munger in Bihar. 
2. He abolished all the duties on the internal trade. 
3. He stripped the Company of its right to issue 

dastaks. 
4. He started raising a modern and disciplined 

army along the European lines. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 and 4 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 
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35. Which of the following statements are correct 
regarding the Battle of Wandiwash? 
1. Dupleix played a decisive role in the Battle of 

Wandiwash. 
2. This battle left the English East India Company 

with no European rival in India. 
3. Indian natives joined the English army and not 

the French. 
4. Pondicherry was given to France along with five 

trading ports. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

36. Consider the following pairs:

Battle Outcome 
1. First Anglo Mysore 

war 
Accepted Company’s 
arbitration in all 
differences between 
Mysore and the 
Marathas

2. Second Anglo Sikh 
war

Setting up of three-
member board to 
govern Punjab.

3. Second Anglo 
Maratha war

Peshwa gave up all 
claims for chauth on 
Mysore’s dominions

Which of the above pairs is/are incorrectly matched? 
(a) 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

37. With reference to the Subsidiary Alliance, which 
of the following statements is/are correct?
1. The founder of Subsidiary Alliance was Lord 

Wellesley. 
2. The rulers of Hyderabad, Mysore and Jhansi 

accepted the subsidiary alliance. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

38. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Doctrine of Lapse policy: 
1. The adopted son of a ruler could not inherit his 

father’s private property. 
2. It was an instrument used extensively by Lord 

Dalhousie to annex Indian Princely states. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

39. Arrange the conquest of states by Lord 
Dalhousie under Doctrine of Lapse policy in the 
chronological order: 
1. Nagpur 
2. Awadh 
3. Jhansi 
4. Satara 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1-2-4-3 
(b) 1-4-2-3 
(c) 4-2-3-1 
(d) 4-3-1-2 

40. Consider the following statements regarding the 
annexation of Awadh:
1. The annexation of Awadh by Lord Dalhousie in 

1856 was widely resented. 
2. The annexation was made on the ground of 

maladministration. 
3. The annexation of Awadh provided economic 

relief to the people. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

41. With reference to the relationship between 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh and the British, which of 
the following statements is/are correct? 
1. Charles Metcalf proposed an Anglo-Sikh alliance 

to prevent Franco – Russian invasion on India. 
2. Treaty of Amritsar was concluded after the First 

Anglo – Sikh war. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

42. Consider the following statements with reference 
to trade relations during the 18th century India:
1. Major trading destinations were Arabia, Tibet 

and Africa. 
2. Among the major items of exports from India 

were indigo and saltpetre. 
3. Major items of imports to India were coffee, 

gold, drug, porcelain, and silk. 
Which of the above statement/s is/are correct? 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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43. Consider the following statements about the 
development of Railways by the British in India: 
1. In the beginning, railways were built through 

private enterprises as well as state agency. 
2. In laying down railways lines, the needs of 

Indian industries were kept in mind. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

44. With reference to the Permanent Settlement 
System during British rule in India, consider the 
following statements: 
1. Transferability of land was not allowed under the 

system. 
2. The government sought to improve land 

productivity with heavy investment. 
3. Summary evictions were witnessed under this 

regime. 
Which of the statements given above are incorrect? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

45. With reference to the Permanent Settlement 
System, which of the following is correct?
(a) It was introduced during the tenure of Governor 

General Warren Hastings.
(b) It was implemented in the provinces of Madras 

and Assam.
(c) The entire village was treated as one unit for the 

payment of land revenue.
(d) In this system, the Zamindars were treated as the 

revenue collectors of the state.

46. With reference to Lord Dalhousie`s Governorship, 
arrange the following events in chronological 
order:
1. Widow Remarriage Act
2. Annexation of Punjab
3. Laying down first railway line
4. Post office Act 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below:
(a) 1-4-3-2
(b) 2-3-4-1
(c) 2-4-3-1
(d) 3-4-2-1

47. reference to the Mughal India, what is/are the 
difference/differences between Jagirdar and 
Zamindar?
1. Zamindars did not perform any duty other than 

revenue collection.
2. Land assignments to Jagirdars were hereditary.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

48. Consider the following pairs:

Viceroy Policy
1. Lord Cornwallis Permanent Settlement 

in Bengal
2. Lord William 

Bentinck 
Policy of Non-
Interference

3. Sir John Shore Subsidiary Alliance 
system

Which of the pairs given above is/are incorrectly 
matched?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

49. With reference to the Anglo-Afghan relations, 
consider the following statements: 
1. A policy of Masterly inactivity was followed by 

Lord Lytton. 
2. The Treaty of Gandamak is associated with the 

Second Anglo-Afghan War. 
3. A Tripartite Treaty in 1838 was signed by the 

British, Sikhs and Dost Mohommad. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

50. Consider the following statements with regard to 
Durand Line Agreement (1893) : 
1. The North West Frontier Province (NWFP) was 

carved out under this agreement. 
2. The Durand Agreement was able to bring peace 

in the region. 
3. The agreement took place during the reign of 

Lord Curzon. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

51. With respect to Modern History, which of the 
following is the correct chronological order of the 
events given below?
1. Treaty of Gandamak 
2. Treaty of Yandabo
3. Treaty of Lhasa 
4. Treaty of Sugauli
Select the correct order from the codes given below:
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(a) 1-3-4-2
(b) 2-4-3-1
(c) 3-2-4-1
(d) 4-2-1-3

52. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding the significance of Portuguese rule in 
India? 
1. The system of drilling groups of infantries was 

introduced by Portuguese. 
2. The art of the silversmith and goldsmith 

flourished under Portuguese rule. 
Select the correct answer from the code given below: 
(a) 1 Only 
(b) 2 Only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

53. With reference to Industrial development of India 
in 18th century, the term “Kunjali Maraikkars” is 
associated with? 
(a) Naval Chiefs
(b) Revenue collectors
(c) Merchant Bankers
(d) Trade supervisors

54. Consider the following pairs: 

Police reforms Person associated 
1. Restoration of the 

institution of faujdars 
Warren Hastings 

2. Establishment of the 
office of Superintendent 
of Police (SP) 

Lord Cornwallis 

3. Abolition of the office 
of the Superintendent of 
Police (SP) 

Lord Mayo 

4. Establishment of 
the system of spies 
(goyendas)  

Lord Bentinck

Which of the pairs given above are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 4 only 
(d) 3 and 4 only 

55. With reference to the ring-fence policy, consider 
the following statements:
1. Warren Hastings used the policy of ring fence.
2. The aim was to create buffer zones to defend the 

East India Company’s frontiers.
3. Ring-fence policy was an extension of the 

subsidiary alliance policy.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

56. With reference to the Ahom revolt of 1828, 
consider the following statements:
1. The revolt took place in Assam after the First 

Burma war.
2. The immediate cause was the rise in prices due 

to increase in taxes.
3. The rebellion was violently suppressed by the 

British authorities.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

57. In the context of the East India Company, consider 
the following statements: 
1. It was granted monopoly over all trade between 

England and Asia. 
2. The first English factory was set up at 

Masulipatnam. 
3. Re-export of Indian textiles to Europe and Asia 

was a major component of its trade. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

58. Consider the following statements with respect 
to the development of railways by the British 
government: 
1. The Railway Minute was developed by Lord 

Canning. 
2. Initially both British and Indian capital funds 

were used for the speedy construction of 
railways. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

59. Consider the following events: 
1. Setting up of Durand Commission. 
2. Setting up of Archaeological Survey of India. 
3. Enactment of the Official Secrets Act. 
4. Young husband’s Mission to Tibet. 
Which of the following events took place during the 
reign of Lord Curzon? 
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4

60. In the context of Subsidiary Alliance, consider the 
following statements:
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1. It was first used in India by Lord Hastings.
2. Indian rulers agreed to permanent stationing of 

British force in their territory.
3. One of the objectives was to curb the Napoleon’s 

expedition.
4. Hyderabad was one of the first state to accept the 

subsidiary alliance system.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

61. With reference to the Anglo-Maratha wars, 
consider the following statements: 
1. The battle of Bhima-Koregaon was part of 

second Anglo-Maratha war. 
2. Lord Hastings’ actions against the Pindaris led to 

the third Anglo-Maratha war. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

62. With reference to the Mahalwari System, consider 
the following statements:
1. The system was devised by Thomas Munro and 

Alexander Read.
2. It was introduced in the North-Western 

provinces.
3. The head of the village community was 

responsible to make revenue payments.
Which of the statement give above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

63. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the Carnatic Wars: 
1. The First Carnatic War was an extension of the 

Seven Years War. 
2. The Second Carnatic War was the result of 

interference in political affairs of the Indian 
rulers. 

3. The Third Carnatic War established Britain as 
the supreme European power in India. 

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

64. With reference to the advent of Europeans in 
India, consider the following statements:

1. The Dutch founded their first factory in 
Masulipatam.

2. Calicut and Cochin were the important trading 
centers of the Portuguese.

3. The English trading company was a private 
enterprise while the French trading company 
was state-controlled.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

65. Which of the following were the reasons for the 
success of British in Indian subcontinent over 
other European powers?
1. Early onset of industrial revolution in England.
2. The Royal Navy of Britain was one of the most 

advanced of its times.
3. Political stability in Britain.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

66. Consider the following statements:
1. Under the Treaty of 1760, Mir Kasim ceded to 

the English the districts of Burdwan, Midnapur 
and Chittagong.

2. The Mughal Emperor of India was a participant 
in the Battle of Buxar.

3. The Treaty of Allahabad granted the diwani 
rights of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa to the East 
India Company.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

67. Which of the following are correctly matched?

Event Governor-General/ 
Viceroy

1. Ryotwari System in 
Madras

Lord Hastings

2. Government of 
India Act 1935

Lord Reading

3. Purna Swaraj 
Declaration

Lord Linlithgow

4. Cabinet Mission Lord Wavell
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
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(a) 1 and 4 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 4 only

68. ‘Policy of Intrusive Surveillance’ was adopted by 
which of the following Governor–Generals?
(a) Lord Wellesly
(b) Lord Dalhousie
(c) Lord Minto
(d) Lord Curzon

69. With reference to the dual government in Bengal 
introduced by Robert Clive after the Battle of 
Buxar, consider the following statements:
1. The diwani rights came under the control of the 

East India Company, while the nizamat rights 
remained under the control of the Nawab of 
Bengal.

2. The East India Company could nominate deputy 
subahdar of Bengal.

3. It was abolished by Lord Cornwallis.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

70. With reference to Anglo-Mysore wars, consider 
the following statements:
1. The Treaty of Seringapatam was concluded 

between Haidar Ali and the English.

2. The Nizam of Hyderabad and the Marathas 
supported the state of Mysore in the four Anglo-
Mysore wars.

3. Both Arthur Wellesley and Lord Wellesley were 
involved in the fourth Anglo-Mysore war.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only

71. Consider the following statements:
1. The Treaty of Amritsar made the river Sutlej as 

the boundary between the territories of Punjab 
ruler Ranjit Singh and the British.

2. The annexation of Punjab was completed under 
Lord Dalhousie.

3. The annexation of Sindh was completed under 
Lord Ellenborough.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

72. With reference to modern Indian history, ‘sunset 
law’ is related to which of the following?
(a) Raleigh Commission
(b) Mahalwari System
(c) Permanent Settlement
(d) Macdonnell Commission
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SOLUTIONS

1.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Lord Cornwallis introduced many reforms in the judicial 
system through the Judicial Plans carried out in 1787, 
1790 and 1793 to uproot corruption from judiciary and 
judicial system more efficient. In the Judicial Plan of 1787, 
Court fee was introduced to reduce burden on judiciary. 
This Court fee was the abolished in Judicial Plan of 
1793, this became a major reason for increased litigation. 
Lawyers were to prescribe their fees and ordinary 
people could sue the Indian government servants if they 
committed mistakes.

2. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. According to the Ryotwari system 
introduced by Sir Thomas Munro in Bombay and Madras 
presidencies in 1820.
Cultivators were recognized as the land owners
Land revenue was directly taken from them by the 
officials appointed by the company.
The land revenue was revised after conducting surveys 
after 20 to 30 years depending on the fertility of the soil.
Statement 2 is correct. The principal tenants (ryots) 
were granted ryotwari patta (written records of land 
ownership) without any payment of compensation and 
are required to pay assessment only.
Statement 3 is correct. The original settlements on 
Ryotwari lands were made on a detailed survey and 
classification of land. Soils of similar grain values were 
classified under groups called ‘taram’ and each taram had 
its own rate of assessment.

3. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Assessment of land revenue on 
the basis of nature of the soil and quality of the crops was 
not introduced into India by the English.
In the ancient India, the assessment varied according to 
the quality of the land and the nature of the crop, and 
the rate of land revenue was not on the gross produce of 
the land but it was computed after taking into account the 
gross income and also expenditure per unit of land and 
also after considering the producers’ surplus. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Mughals excelled in the 
use of firearms. The Mughal emperor Babur conquered 
India in 1525 and 1526 using mobile cannons drawn by 
bullocks, horses, and camels. Thus, mobile cannons were 
not introduced into India by the English.

Statement 3 is incorrect. The Portuguese contribution to 
the diversification of Indian agriculture was substantial. 
They are credited with introducing into India tobacco, 
sweet potatoes, red chillies, pineapples, papayas and 
cashewnuts. Thus, it was not introduced into India by the 
English.

4. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Following the 1857 Rebellion, the 
East India Company’s rule in India came to an end. Queen 
Victoria’s Proclamation of 1 November 1858 declared that 
thereafter India would be governed by and in the name of 
the British crown through a Secretary of State.
As per the Queen’s proclamation, the era of annexations 
and expansion had ended and the British promised 
to respect the dignity and rights of the native princes. 
The Indian states were henceforth to recognise the 
paramountcy of the British Crown and were to be treated 
as parts of a single charge
It was by this proclamation that the governor-general 
acquired the additional title of ‘Viceroy.
Statement 2 is correct. Queen Victoria’s Proclamation of 
1 November 1858 declared that thereafter India would 
be governed by and in the name of the British crown 
through a Secretary of State.
It declared Queen Victoria as the sovereign of British 
India and provided for the appointment of a Secretary 
of State for India (a member of the British cabinet) . The 
direct responsibility for the administration of the country 
was assumed by the British Crown and Company rule was 
abolished.
Statement 3 is incorrect. It did not provide for the 
regulation of East India Company’s trade with India.
The proclamation also promised equal and impartial 
protection under law to all Indians, besides equal 
opportunities in government services irrespective of 
race or creed. It was also promised that old Indian rights, 
customs and practices would be given due regard while 
framing and administering the law. The people of India 
were promised freedom of religion without interference 
from British officials.

5. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Under Ryotwari System, land revenue was imposed 
directly on the ryots, the individual cultivators, who 
actually worked on the land. The peasant was recognized 
as the owner of the land as long as he was able to pay the 
revenue but the exploitation continued with the high 
revenue demands. The Ryotwari System was started by 
Alexander Read in 1792, for the Madras Presidency. 
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Later it was introduced in the Bombay Presidency as well.
This system was most prevalent in South India. Revenue 
was initially collected from each village separately, but 
Read and Munro felt that in the south there were no 
traditional zamindars. The settlement, they argued, 
had to be made directly with the cultivators (ryots) who 
had tilled the land for generations. Thus, peasants not 
zamindars were established as property owners. 
The Ryotwari system was devised by Capt. Alexander 
Read and subsequently developed by Thomas Munro.

6. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
In 1600, the East India Company acquired a charter from 
the ruler of England, Queen Elizabeth I, granting it the 
sole right to trade with the East. 
The fine qualities of cotton and silk produced in India had 
a big market in Europe. So, cotton and silk from Bengal 
were the major items of export from India. Indigo and 
saltpetre were the other major imports from India, and 
the fact that both products were produced in the eastern 
Gangetic plain, especially in Bihar and Bengal, stimulated 
British efforts to establish factories on the east coast as 
well as the west coast of the Indian subcontinent. Pepper, 
cloves, cardamom and cinnamon from India too were in 
great demand in Europe. 
Early in the 18th century the Portuguese found that they 
could import opium from India and sell it in China at a 
considerable profit. By 1773 the British had discovered 
the trade, and became the leading suppliers of the 
Chinese market. The opium exports from British India 
to China increased from 4,000 chests per year at the 
beginning of the 19th Century to more than 60,000 chests 
by the 1880s.

7. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Option a is correct. Subsidiary Alliance was introduced 
by Lord Wellesley in 1798. According to provisions of 
this alliance Princely States were to be protected by the 
Company, but had to pay for the “subsidiary forces” 
that the Company was supposed to maintain for the 
purpose of this protection. 
Option b and d are correct. Lord Wellesley introduced 
Subsidiary Alliance to bring princely states under 
the control of the British and to eliminate French 
influence over the states, thus countering any danger of 
Napoleonic invasion.
Option c is incorrect. According to the terms of this 
alliance, Indian rulers were not allowed to have their 
independent armed forces. It lost the right of self-defence, 
of maintaining diplomatic relations, of employing foreign 
experts, and of settling its disputes with its neighbours. 
However, securing a fixed income was not an objective 
of the Subsidiary alliance.

8. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.

Option a is incorrect. After 1820, European markets were 
virtually closed to Indian handicrafts, as a result Indian 
export of handicrafts fell drastically. Cheap and machine-
made imports flooded the Indian market due to one-
way free trade for the Britishers and imposition of 
heavy tariffs of nearly 80 per cent on Indian products.
Option b is incorrect. There was a rapid decrement in 
the number of Indian owned industries. Indian industry 
was steadily destroyed. The demand from Indian textile 
industry was replaced by British made clothes. A thriving 
ship-building industry was crushed. The British ships 
contracted by the Company were given a monopoly over 
trade routes, while even the Indian merchant ships plying 
along the coast were made to face heavy duties. Also, The 
British did not allow the Indian steel industry to grow. 
Option c is correct. One of the results of the British 
rule in India in the 19th century was the emergence of 
the commercialisation of agriculture. So far, agriculture 
had been a way of life rather than a business enterprise. 
Now agriculture began to be influenced by commercial 
considerations. Certain specialised crops began to be 
grown not for consumption in the village but for sale in 
the national and even international markets. Commercial 
crops like cotton, jute, groundnut, oilseeds, sugarcane, 
tobacco, etc., were more remunerative than foodgrains.
Option d is incorrect. Another important feature 
of British rule in India was Deurbanisation i.e. the 
decline of many cities and a process of ruralisation of 
India. Many artisans, faced with diminishing returns and 
repressive policies abandoned their professions, moved to 
villages and took to agriculture.

1.2. Practice Questions

9. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Lord Dalhousie functioned as the Governor-General of 
India from 1848-1856. 
Statement 1 is correct. Lord Dalhousie had introduced 
a number of reforms in the field of education. The 
Government did not take any step for the promotion 
of vernacular education. In 1854 Sir Charles Wood, 
the President of the Board of Control sent his 
recommendations known as “Wood’s Despatch of 1854” 
to India reorganizing the whole structure of education. 
Statement 2 is correct. Dalhousie introduced a new 
system of internal communication in India. He was 
the father of Indian Railways. The first railway line 
connecting Bombay with Thane was laid down in 1853. 
Statement 3 is correct. He also passed the Widow 
Remarriage Act in 1856 which legalized the marriage of 
Hindu widows. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. The Thuggee and Dacoity 
Suppression Act in British India under East India 
Company rule were brought under the Governor-General, 
Lord William Bentinck (and not Dalhousie). 



Workbook 12

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

10. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
The Anglo-Nepalese war ended in the Treaty of 
Sagauli,1816. As per the treaty - 
• accepted a British resident. 
• Nepal ceded the districts of Garhwal and Kumaon, 

and abandoned claims to Terai. 
• Nepal also withdrew from Sikkim. 
This agreement brought many advantages to the British— 
• the British empire now reached the Himalayas; 
• it got better facilities for trade with Central Asia; 
• it acquired sites for hill stations, such as Shimla, 

Mussoorie and Nainital; and 
• the Gorkhas joined the British Indian Army in large 

numbers. 
It was the Treaty of Lhasa, signed between India and 
Tibet, which provided, as a security for payment, that the 
Indian Government would occupy the Chumbi Valley 
(territory between Bhutan and Sikkim) for 75 years. 

11. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Mysore had grown in strength under the leadership 
of powerful rulers like Haidar Ali (ruled from 1761 to 
1782) and his famous son Tipu Sultan (ruled from 1782 
to 1799). Mysore controlled the profitable trade of the 
Malabar coast where the Company purchased pepper and 
cardamom. In 1785, Tipu Sultan stopped the export of 
sandalwood, pepper and cardamom through the ports 
of his kingdom, and disallowed local merchants from 
trading with the Company. He also established a close 
relationship with the French in India and modernised 
his army with their help. The British were furious. They 
saw Haidar and Tipu as ambitious, arrogant and dangerous 
– rulers who had to be controlled and crushed. Four wars 
were fought with Mysore (1767-69, 1780-84, 1790-92 and 
1799). Only in the last – the Battle of Seringapatam – did 
the Company ultimately win a victory. Tipu Sultan was 
killed defending his capital Seringapatam, Mysore was 
placed under the former ruling dynasty of the Wadiyar’s 
and a subsidiary alliance was imposed on the state. 

12. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Maharaja Ranjit Singh died in 
1839. The First Anglo-Sikh war started from 1845 till 
1846. The main reason behind the first Anglo Sikh war 
was the anarchy in the Lahore kingdom after the death 
of maharaja Ranjit Singh. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Lord Hardinge was the 
governor-general during the First Anglo-Sikh war and 
Lord Dalhousie was the governor-general during the 
Second Anglo-Sikh war. 
Statement 3 is correct. Through the Treaty of Lahore, 
The Sikhs had to give the southern territory of Sutlej- 
the Jalandhar Doab (between the Beas and Satluj) to the 
British.

13. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 3 and 4 are correct. Lord Ripon remained 
India’s Viceroy from 1880-84. 
Events associated with the tenure of Viceroy Lord Ripon 
Repeal of the Vernacular Press Act in 1881 
The First Factory act of 1881 
Rendition of Mysore 
Appointment of an education commission under the 
chairmanship of Sir William Hunter. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Vernacular press Act (1878) was 
enacted during the tenure of Lord Lytton. 
Statement 2 is incorrect Second Afghan War (1878) 
happened during the tenure of Lord Lytton. 

14. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The First battle of Panipat marked 
the beginning of the Mughal empire by ending the rule 
of Delhi sultanate. It was fought between Babur and 
Ibrahim Lodhi in 1526. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The second battle of Panipat was 
fought between Akbar and Hemu in 1556. It decided in 
the favour of continuation of the Mughal rule. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Peshwa entered into a treaty 
with the Mughal emperor in 1752 A.D. By it the Mughal 
emperor gave the Marathas the right to collect chauth 
and sardeshmukhi from all over India and, in return, the 
Marathas were obliged to help the Emperor in times of 
need. Thus, the Marathas involved themselves directly 
with the politics at Delhi. Thus, the ambition of the 
Marathas to gain influence in the North and, for that 
purpose, their promise, of support to the Mughal 
emperor was also the causes behind the third battle of 
Panipat. 

15. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Portuguese established its first 
factory at Calicut by a voyager Pedro Alvarez Cabral. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Although the vision of blue water 
policy was given by Portuguese governor Almeida, the 
permit system for ships was introduced by Portuguese 
governor Alfonso de Albuquerque for exercising control 
over the major ship-building centers in the region. 
Statement 3 is correct. Afonso de Albuquerque 
abolished the practice of Sati system in Goa in 1515. He 
was the second Portuguese Governor. 
Statement 4 is correct. The Portuguese governor Nino 
da Cunha shifted the headquarters of the Portuguese 
government from Cochin to Goa. 

16. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
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In 1717, Farrukhsiyar issued a farman giving the British 
East India Company the right to reside and trade in the 
Mughal Empire. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. It gave the East India Company 
tax free monopoly trade and concessions not only in 
Bengal but also in Gujarat and Hyderabad. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The East India Company was 
exempted from both export duty and import duty by 
just giving the annual payment of 3000 rupees. 

17. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Golden Farman was issued to the British East India 
Company which gave them the privilege of trading 
freely in the ports of Golconda by sultan of Golconda on 
the payment of 500 pagodas a year in 1632. 
This farman allowed the British to reopen their factory at 
Masulipatam. 

18. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement c is correct: Dupleix was an officer in the French 
East India Company. He began his career stationed at 
a high post in Pondicherry. He went on to become the 
Governor of French possessions in Chandernagore 
in 1730. In 1741, till 1754, he was named as Director 
General of all French colonies in India. He was presented 
with the honorary title of Nawab by both the Mughal 
Emperor and Muzzafar Jang, Subahdar of Deccan. 
He increased French trade while at Chandernagore and 
went on to participate in the Carnatic Wars in the larger 
backdrop of Anglo-French rivalry for trade monopoly 
and supremacy in India. He was very successful in the 
first Carnatic war and first half of the second Carnatic 
War raised his prestige. However, his enterprising and 
insubordinate behaviour brought him in conflict with the 
Home government who later recalled him. 

19. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Alexander Reed and Thomas 
Munro suggested that settlement should be made 
directly with the actual cultivators. They also pointed 
out that under the Permanent Settlement the Company 
was a financial loser as it had to share the revenues with 
the zamindars and could not claim a share of the growing 
income from land. Moreover, the cultivator was left at the 
mercy of the zamindar that could oppress him at will. 
Under the Ryotwari Settlement, the cultivator was to be 
recognised as the owner of his plot of land subject to the 
payment of land revenue. The supporters of the Ryotwari 
system claimed that it was a continuation of the state of 
affairs that had existed in the past. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The ryot had to pay revenue 
even when his produce was partially or wholly destroyed 
by drought or floods. 

20. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The zamindars and revenue 
collectors were converted into landlords. They were not 
only to act as agents of the Government in collecting land 
revenue from the ryot but also to become the owners 
of the entire land i.e., their zamindaris. Their right of 
ownership was made hereditary and transferable. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Permanent Settlement 
was introduced in Bengal and Bihar in 1793 by Lord 
Cornwallis. 
Statement 3 is correct. The zamindars were to give, 
10/11th of the rental they derived from the peasantry to 
the state, keeping only 1/11th for them. But the sums to 
be paid by them as land revenue were fixed in perpetuity. 

21. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statements 2 and 3 are correct. Tobacco cultivation 
in India was introduced by Portuguese in 17th century. 
Initially tobacco was grown in Kaira and Mehsana districts 
of Gujarat and later spread to other areas of the country. 
New species of fruit, such as the pineapple, papaya, and 
cashew nut also were introduced by the Portuguese. 
Statements 1, 4 and 5 are incorrect. The earliest mention 
of sugarcane cultivation is found in Indian writings of 
the period 1400 to 1000 B.C. In 5th century AD Indian 
chemist found a way to crystalize extracted sucrose, 
making sugar much easier to transport. With this great 
discovery, sugar became very expensive trading item of 
India, and sugarcanes themselves started spreading across 
the Asia and Middle East. 
Chikamagalur became the first recorded place in India to 
cultivate coffee when it was introduced to hillsides from 
Yemen around the mid to late 1600s. An Indian Sufi saint 
named Baba Budan brought coffee beans to the country 
on his return trip from Yemen, to Chikmagalur. 
Cotton in the Indian subcontinent has been traced to 
the 4 th millennium BC. The fabrics dated approximately 
3000 BC, recovered from the Mohenjo-daro excavations, 
were identified to have originated from cotton plants. 

22. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Mir Jafar, who was Siraj-ud-
Daula’s Commander-in-Chief of the army was bribed 
by the British to abandon Siraj during the Battle. This 
helped the British win easily. The British had promised Mir 
Jaffar the throne of Bengal in return for his help defeating 
Siraj, who used to keep British under tight control, which 
is why they wanted to get rid of him. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: The British were given the 
Zamindari of 24 Parganas in Bengal, as a reward after 
the Battle of Plassey. 
The rights over Burdwan, Midnapur and Chittagong were 
given to the British by Mir Kasim in 1760, when the 
British helped him displace Mir Jafar by treachery. 
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Statement 3 is correct: The Battle of Plassey had 
political significance for it laid the foundation 
of the British empire in India; it has been rightly 
regarded as the starting point of British rule in India.  
 The battle established the military supremacy of the 
English in Bengal. The sovereignty of the English over 
Calcutta was recognized, and the English posted a 
Resident at the nawab’s court. 

23. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct 
Event 1: Dutch established their first factory at 
Malsulipattanam in 1605. 
Event 3: The Permanent factory of East India Company 
was established at Surat in 1613. 
Event 2: The Golden Farman was issued to English by 
the Sultan of Golconda in 1632. 

24. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct 
Statement 1,2,3 and 4 are correct. Following were the 
major factors responsible for the supremacy of the English 
East India company over other European powers:
Superior English navy helped British to cut off the vital 
sea link between the French possessions in India and 
France. 
Stable government in Britain provided necessary 
financial and moral support.
The English company was a private enterprise. There 
was a sense of enthusiasm and self-confidence among 
stakeholders of East India company. 
Taking instant decision was possible with less 
governmental control. 
English company used the debt markets to fund its 
wars. 

25. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Afonso de Albuquerque is 
known for abolishing the practice of Sati system in Goa.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Alfonso de Albuquerque, who 
succeeded Almeida is considered as the real founder of 
the Portuguese rule in India. He acquired Goa from the 
Sultan of Bijapur in 1510. 

26. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Pair 1 is incorrect: The Anglo-Nepalese war started due 
to the Gorkhas’ capture of Butwal and Sheoraj in the 
period of Lord Hastings (1813-23) . The war, ended in the 
Treaty of Sagauli, 1816 which was in favour of the British.
Pair 2 is correct: Burmese expansion westwards and 
occupation of Arakan and Manipur, and the threat to 
Assam and the Brahmaputra Valley led to continuous 
friction along the ill-defined border between Bengal and 
Burma. This culminated in 1st Anglo - Burmese War.

Pair 3 is correct: Sher Ali, the amir of afghanistan refused 
to keep a British envoy in Kabul while having earlier 
granted a similar concession to the Russians. Lytton was 
displeased, and when the Russians withdrew their envoy 
from Kabul, Lytton decided to invade Afghanistan.

27. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Colonial activities of Portuguese 
were diverted from India due to discovery of Brazil 
leading to decline of Portuguese power in India.
Statement 2 is correct. Portuguese followed persecutive 
religious policies which created political fears. The 
antagonism shown towards the Muslims, forceful 
conversion to Christianity etc. made them look hostile to 
the prevalent socio-economic conditions. 

28. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. Chaolung Sukaphaa founded the 
Ahom kingdom in 1228 AD. 
Statement 2 is correct. Ahom Kingdom of Assam was 
annexed with British ruled India after the Treaty of 
Yandabo. It was the peace treaty that resulted at the end 
of the First Anglo Burmese War. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Ahom state depended upon 
forced labour. Those forced to work for the state were 
called paiks. In this system, able-bodied adult males, 
were obligated to provide service to the state and form its 
militia in return for land. 

29. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Charles Cornwallis was the second governor-general 
of Bengal who served from 1786-1793. Some major 
reforms introduced by him are – 
He was the first to bring into existence and organise the 
civil services. 
He organised a regular police force to maintain law and 
order by modernising the old Indian system of thanas 
(circles) in a district under a daroga (an Indian) and a 
superintendent of police (SP) at the head of a district. 
He relieved the zamindars of their police duties.
Under the Cornwallis Code, there was a separation of 
revenue and justice administration. 
There were separate courts for civil and criminal cases.
Private trade of the company was abolished completely.
Europeanisation of administrative machinery - Top 
posts were reserved for the Europeans whereas Indians 
were offered lower grade posts such as Peons and clerks.
The District Fauzdari Courts were abolished and, 
instead, circuit courts were established at Calcutta, 
Dacca, Murshidabad and Patna. These circuit courts had 
European judges.
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30. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement a is incorrect. Warren Hastings followed a 
policy of ring-fence which was aimed at creating buffer 
zones to defend the East India Company’s frontiers. 
Statement b is incorrect. It was Lord Cornwallis who 
separated judiciary and revenue administration. He 
removed collectors from the post of judges of the civil 
courts. 
Statement c is correct. In 1833 during the governor 
general ship of William Bentick, a Law Commission 
was set up under Macaulay for codification of Indian 
laws. 
Statement d is incorrect. Warren Hastings (and not 
William Bentick) abolished dual government system in 
1772.

31. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct 
Statement a is correct. The Eighteenth-century India 
became a land of contrasts because extreme poverty 
and extreme luxury existed side by side. The common 
populace remained impoverished whereas the rich 
enjoyed a life of luxury.
Statement b is correct. India did not import foreign 
goods on a large scale. On the other hand, its industrial 
and agricultural products were in good demand in foreign 
markets. Hence its exports were more than its imports; 
trade was balanced by import of silver and gold. 
Statement c is correct. Indian agriculture during the 18th 
century was technically backward and stagnant. The 
techniques of production had remained stationary for 
centuries. 
Statement d is incorrect. The status of slaves in India was 
better than that in Europe. Slaves, were usually treated as 
hereditary servants rather than as menials. 

32. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 3: The Battle of Plassey was fought between the 
East India Company and the Nawab of Bengal on June 
23rd 1757. 
Statement 2: Battle of Bedara was fought between the 
English and Dutch in 1759. The Dutch were decisively 
defeated.
Statement 1: Battle of Wandiwash was fought in 1760 
between English and French power in India during the 
third Carnatic war. French army was decisively routed by 
English company. 

33. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Dual government in Bengal 
was introduced by Robert Clive after the Battle of Buxar 
of 1764, and not after the Battle of Plassey, which took 
place in 1757.

Statement 2 is correct. The new Nawab of Bengal, after 
the Battle of Plassey, granted the Zamindari of 24 
Parganas near Calcutta to the British. 
Statement 3 is correct. The victory in the Battle of Plassey 
led to British control over Bengal and helped them 
establish military supremacy in Bengal. Their main rival, 
the French, were ousted. It thus played a decisive role in 
Anglo French struggle.
Statement 4 is correct. In return for the Company’s 
support in establishing him as the new Nawab of Bengal, 
Mir Jafar, rewarded the Company through various ways. 
One of the prominent being, the grant of undisputed 
right of free trade to the Company in Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa. 

34. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. After assuming power, Mir Qasim 
shifted his capital from Murshidabad to Munger in 
Bihar. He shifted the capital so that he could function 
independently from the interference and control of the 
Company.
Statement 2 is correct. In order to counter the abuse of 
farman of 1717 by the Company”s 
servants and to bring Indian Merchants on par with 
the Company, Mir Qasim abolished all duties on the 
internal trade in Bengal. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Nawab did not abolish the 
Company’s rights to issue dastak. He only tried to check 
the misuse of farman by the Company servants who 
illegally issued dastaks for their private trade.
Statement 4 is correct. Mir Qasim realized that to 
maintain his independence, it was essential to have an 
efficient army. Thus, he started to raise a modern and 
disciplined army along the European lines. 

35. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Dupleix was recalled in 1754 
due to the initial defeat of the French army in the 
Second Carnatic War. The Battle of Wandiwash was 
a decisive battle of the Third Carnatic War, which was 
won by the English on January 22, 1760 at Wandiwash (or 
Vandavasi) in Tamil Nadu.
Statement 2 is correct. The victory at Wandiwash left 
the English East India Company with no European 
rival in India. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Significantly, in the Battle 
of Wandiwash, natives served in both the armies-of 
English and French- as sepoys. 
Statement 4 is correct. After the battle of Wandiwash, 
it was decided at the Paris Treaty that the Pondicherry 
would go to France along with five trading ports. 

36. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct 
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Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. The first Anglo Mysore war 
ended on April 4, 1769 with the Treaty of Madras. 
The treaty provided for the exchange of prisoners and 
the conquered areas. 
Haidar Ali was promised the help of the English in case 
he was attacked by any other power. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. After second Anglo Sikh war:
The Sikh army surrendered. 
Punjab was annexed. 
A three-member board was set up to govern Punjab, 
comprising of Lawrence brothers (Henry and John) and 
Charles Mansel. 
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. After the second Anglo 
Maratha war, the treaty of Bassein was signed. Under it 
the Peshwa agreed 
To cede to the company territories yielding income of Rs 
26 lakhs. 
To cede Surat 
To give up all claims for Chauth on Nizams Dominions 
To accept companys arbitration in all differences 
between him and the Nizam or the Gaekwad 
Not to keep in his employment Europeans of any nation at 
war with the English.

37. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Lord Wellesley did not invent 
the Subsidiary system. It was Dupleix, who first gave on 
hire (so to say) European troops to Indian rulers to fight 
their wars. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Some of the Indian princes who 
accepted the subsidiary system were: 
the Nizam of Hyderabad (1798) , the ruler of Mysore 
(1799) , the ruler of Tanjore (1799) , the Nawab of Awadh 
(1801) , the Peshwa (1801) etc.
Jhansi never accepted the Subsidiary Alliance.

38. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Doctrine of Lapse policy 
stated that the adopted son could be the heir to his foster 
father’s private property, but not the state. It was for 
the British to decide whether to bestow the state on the 
adopted son or to annex it. 
Statement 2 is correct. Lord Dalhousie showed too 
much zeal in enforcing this policy. It was a matter of 
chance that during Lord Dalhousie’s term many rulers 
of states died without a male heir and seven states were 
annexed under the Doctrine of Lapse. 

39. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
List of states annexed by Lord Dalhousie under Doctrine 
of Lapse policy in the chronological order: 

1. Satara (1848) 
2. Sambhalpur (1849) 
3. Bhagat (1850) 
4. Udaipur (1850) 
5. Jhansi (1853) 
6. Nagpur (1854) 
7. Awadh (1856; on charge of mal-administration) 

40. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is the correct 
Statement 1 is correct. The annexation of Avadh by 
Lord Dalhousie in 1856 was widely resented in India in 
general and in Avadh in particular. More specifically, it 
created an atmosphere of rebellion in Avadh and in the 
Company’s army. 
Statement 2 is correct. The excuse Dalhousie had 
advanced for annexing Avadh was that he wanted to 
free the people from the Nawab’s maladministration 
and oppression. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. In practice, the people got no 
relief. Indeed, the common man had now to pay higher 
land revenue and additional taxes on articles of food, 
houses, ferries, opium, and justice.

41. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The prospects of a joint Franco-
Russian invasion of India through the land-route had 
alarmed the English. In 1807, Lord Minto sent Charles 
Metcalfe to Lahore. Ranjit Singh offered to accept 
Metcalfe’s proposal of an offensive and defensive 
alliance on certain conditions.
Statement 2 is incorrect. In the changed political scenario 
in which the Napoleonic danger receded and the English 
became more assertive, Ranjit Singh agreed to sign the 
Treaty of Amritsar (April 25, 1809) with the Company. 
First Anglo Sikh war occurred in 1845-46 much later 
after the signing of treaty of Amritsar.

42. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. During the 18th century, major 
trading destinations for India were China, Arabia, 
Tibet, Africa and Europe
Statements 2 and 3 are correct. 
• Items of Export-Cotton textiles, raw silk and silk 

fabrics, hardware, indigo, saltpetre, opium, rice, 
wheat, sugar, pepper and other spices, precious stones, 
and drugs.

• Items of Import — pearls, raw silk, wool, dates, dried 
fruits,rose water, coffee, gold, drugs, honey, tea, sugar, 
porcelain, silk, musk, Woollen cloth; ivory, copper, 
iron, lead and paper.

43. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
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Statement 1 is incorrect. In the beginning, Indian 
railways were constructed and operated by private 
companies who were guaranteed a minimum of five 
percent return on their capital by the Government of 
India. In 1869 the Government of India decided to build 
new railways as state enterprises. After 1880, railways 
were built through private enterprise as well as through 
state agency. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Fares were discriminatory 
against Indian industries, charging higher rates 
from Indian industries as compared to their British 
counterparts. Such discriminatory rate structure not 
only limited the growth of railway traffic but also hurt 
the industrialization of India. 

44. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Although the rights of 
succession were hereditary, Zamindars were allowed to 
sell or transfer the lands to whomever they wanted. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. There was little to no 
spending by the government. The British thought that 
permanent nature of land settlement would encourage 
the Zamindars to undertake improvement in the land 
thereby, improving the revenue. 
Statement 3 is correct. Zamindars being the sole 
proprietor of land indulged in summary evictions very 
frequently. Moreover, they demanded illegal dues and 
‘begar’ to maximize their share in the produce.

45. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
 The permanent settlement system was introduced by 
Lord Cornwallis in 1793. It was implemented in Bengal, 
Bihar, Orissa, Varanasi and other areas. It fixed the 
land rights of the members in perpetuity without any 
provision for fixed rent or occupancy right for actual 
cultivators. Permanent Settlement was made with the 
rajas and taluqdars of Bengal. They were now classified 
as zamindars, and they had to pay the revenue demand 
that was fixed in perpetuity. In terms of this definition, 
the zamindar was not a landowner in the village, but a 
revenue Collector of the state.

46. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Lord Dalhousie (1848-1856) -
1. Second Anglo-Sikh War (1848-49) and annexation of 

Punjab (1849) .
2. Railway Minute of 1853; and laying down of first 

railway line connecting Bombay and Thane in 1853.
3. Telegraph (4000 miles of telegraph lines to connect 

Calcutta with Bombay, Madras and Peshawar) and 
postal (Post Office Act, 1854) reforms.

4. Widow Remarriage Act (1856) .

47. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct

Statement 1 is incorrect. Zamindars, apart from revenue 
collecting duties had to render military duties. They 
also performed Khidmat such as rendering soldiers to fill 
the ranks of royal army at times of need and offer gifts at 
the royal court.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Jagirdars were frequently 
transferred as promotion and demotion was a regular 
part of empire. This is because loyalties towards Emperor 
were largely dependent on the rank of jagir/mansab held 
by a Noble. Land assignments to the jagirdar were not 
hereditary.

48. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Pair 1 is correctly matched. Lord Cornwallis (1786-
1793) introduced Permanent Settlement in Bengal in 
1793.
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched. Sir John Shore (1793-98) 
introduced Policy of Non-interference in the social, 
religious and cultural life of the country. 
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. The subsidiary alliance 
system was used by Lord Wellesley (1798-1805) to build 
an empire in India. 

49. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is the correct answer 
Statement 1 is incorrect. John Lawrence (1864-1869) 
started a policy of masterly inactivity which was a 
reaction to the disasters of the First Afghan War. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Treaty of Gandamak (May 
1879) was signed after the Second-Anglo Afghan War.
Statement 3 is incorrect. A Tripartite Treaty (1838) was 
entered into by the British, Sikhs and Shah Shuja (who 
had been deposed from the Afghan throne in 1809) .

50. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Durand Line Agreement 
(1893) led to the formation of the North-Western 
Frontier Province. Durand Line Agreement demarcated 
boundary between British territories and Afghan 
territories. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Durand Agreement 
(1893) failed to keep peace and soon there were tribal 
uprisings. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Durand Line Agreement 
took place in 1893 while Lord Curzon reign in India 
was from 1899-1905. 

51. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 4. Treaty of Sugauli was Signed after Nepal 
War in 1816. It led to withdrawal of Nepal from Sikkim 
and established a permanent resident at Kathmandu.
Statement 2. Treaty of Yandabo was signed after 1st 
Burma War in 1826. Due to this Burma abandoned its 
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claim on Assam, Cachhar and Jaintia and Manipur got 
recognized as an independent state.
Statement 1. Treaty of Gandamak was signed in 1879 
after the 2nd Afghan war.
Statement 3. The Treaty of Lhasa was signed in 1904 
between Tibet and Great Britain.

52. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. An important military 
contribution made by the Portuguese onshore was the 
system of drilling groups of infantries, on the Spanish 
model, introduced in the 1630s as a counter to Dutch 
pressure. 
Statement 2 is correct. Portuguese also popularized the 
art of the silversmith and goldsmith which eventually 
got flourished at Goa. It became the center of elaborate 
filigree work, fretted foliage work and metal work 
embedding jewels. 

53. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct
The Kunjali Marakkars were maritime merchants of Arab 
descent who supported the trade in the Indian Ocean who 
settled in the coastal regions of Kayalpattinam, Kilakarai, 
Thoothukudi, Nagore and Karaikal. 
With the emergence of the Portuguese in India, some 
Marakkars were forced to take up arms and enlist 
themselves in service of the Hindu king (the zamorin) of 
Calicut. 
The Marakkar naval chiefs of the Calicut were known as 
Kunjali Marakkars.

54. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. Under the Mughal rule, there 
were faujdars who helped in maintaining law and order. 
In 1770, the institution of the faujdar and amils were 
abolished. However, in 1774, Warren Hastings restored 
the institution of faujdars and asked the zamindars 
to assist them in suppression of dacoits, violence and 
disorder. In 1775, faujdar thanas were established in the 
major towns of large districts and were assisted by several 
smaller police stations. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. In 1791, Cornwallis organized 
a regular police force to maintain law and order by going 
back to and modernizing the old Indian system of thanas 
(circles) in a district under a daroga (an Indian) and a 
superintendent of police (SP) at the head of a district. He 
relieved the zamindars of their police duties. 
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Lord Bentinck abolished 
the office of the superintendent of police (SP). 
Pair 4 is incorrectly matched. In 1808, Lord Mayo 
appointed an SP for each division helped by a number 
of spies (goyendas) but these spies committed atrocities 
on local people. 

55. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 and 2 are correct. Warren Hastings 
followed a policy of ring-fence which aimed at creating 
buffer zones to defend the Company’s frontiers. It was 
the policy of defence of their neighbours’ frontiers for 
safeguarding their own territories. This policy of Warren 
Hastings was reflected in his war against the Marathas 
and Mysore. The chief danger to the Company’s territories 
was from the Afghan invaders and the Marathas. To 
safeguard against these dangers, the Company undertook 
to organise the defence of the frontiers of Awadh on the 
condition that the Nawab would defray the expenses of 
the defending army. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Lord Wellesley’s policy of 
subsidiary alliance was an extension of the ring-fence 
system (and not vice-versa) sought to reduce the Indian 
states into a position of dependence on the British 
government. 

56. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. The Ahom kingdom of Assam 
revolted against British in 1828 after the 
First Burma War (1824-26). The rebellion was organised 
under the leadership of Gomdhar Konwar, an Ahom 
prince, alongwith compatriots, such as Dhanjoy 
Bongohain, and Jairam Khargharia Phukan. Assembling 
near Jorhat, the rebels formally made Gomdhar Konwar 
the king. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The cause of the revolt was 
the annexation of Ahom territories in the East India 
Company’s dominion. The British had pledged to 
withdraw from Assam after the First Burma War. But, after 
the war, instead of withdrawing, the British attempted to 
incorporate the Ahoms’ territories. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The British authorities did not 
violently suppress the movement. Instead, the Company 
decided to follow a conciliatory policy and handed over 
Upper Assam to Maharaja Purandar Singh Narendra and 
part of the kingdom was restored to the Assamese king. 

57. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. On the last day of 1600, a charter 
of the British monarch permitted the foundation of the 
English East India Company, a joint-stock company 
of London merchants, to carry on trade in the East. 
The English East India Company was allowed special 
privileges- given monopoly over all trade between 
England and Asia and permission to export bullion 
from England to finance this trade. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Formal trading of the Company 
began in 1613, when a farman of Emperor Jahangir 
allowed the Company to set up factories in India. The first 
English factory was established in the western port of 
Surat (and not Masulipatnam) after English merchants 
scored a victory over the Portuguese. 
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Statement 3 is correct. Re-export of Indian textiles to 
other markets in Europe and Asia was a vital component 
of East India Company’s trade. It allowed the Company 
to counter the arguments of those who felt that largescale 
increase of Indian textiles threatened the manufacturers 
of woollen products in England.

58. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Railway Minute of 1853 was 
prepared by Lord Dalhousie (and not by Lord Canning) 
to promote the development of railways in India. Railway 
construction began under Dalhousie’s supervision 
with two starting lines from Howrah near Calcutta and 
Bombay. The first railway line connecting Bombay and 
Thane was laid down in 1853. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The construction of railways 
was funded entirely by British capital and all investors 
were guaranteed, both by the Company and later by 
the Crown, a 5 per cent return, which made their 
investments risk-free. The railways’ profits went back to 
England without helping India’s industrial development at 
all. The Indian capitalists and industries did not benefit 
from it. Moreover, British manufactured goods now had 
very easy access to Indian markets and British industries 
could exploit the hinterland for raw materials. 

59. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Durand Commission (1893) 
was set up under Viceroyship of Lansdowne, to define 
the Durand Line between India and Afghanistan (now 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan; a small portion of 
the line touches India in Pakistan occupied Kashmir). 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) was established in 1861 to initiate legal 
provision to protect the historical structures all over India. 
Lord Canning was the Viceroy of India at that time. 
Statement 3 and 4 are correct Following important 
events happened during the reign of Lord Curzon: 
1. Appointment of Raleigh Commission (1902) to go 

into conditions and prospects of universities in India 
and passing of Indian Universities Act (1904). 

2. Young husband’s Mission to Tibet (1904). 
3. Official Secrets Act (1904). 

60. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The policy of subsidiary 
alliance was actually used for the first time by the 
French Governor-General Marquis Dupleix (and 
not Hastings). Lord Wellesley (1798-1805) arrived in 
India determined to subdue Indian rulers and establish 
an empire in India. In order to attain his objectives, he 
abandoned the policy of non-intervention and gave new 
meaning and force to Robert Clive’s policy of a Subsidiary 
Alliance.
Statement 2 is correct. Under this alliance, a friendly 
Indian prince enjoyed British protection and got the 

support of British troops against his enemies, external 
and internal. The Indian prince agreed for permanent 
stationing of British troops within his territory and to 
provide ‘subsidy’ for the upkeep of the Company’s troops. 
The princes also accepted a British Resident at their court. 
He also lost the right to enter into diplomatic alliances 
with other powers without the knowledge of the Resident. 
The Company thus got the right both to use the Indian 
ruler’s territory as a buffer against its own enemies and 
prevent a combination of Indian rulers against it. 
Statement 3 is correct. One of the objectives behind 
Wellesley’s strengthening of the subsidiary alliance 
system was indeed to keep the French from reviving 
and expanding their influence in India. Around this 
time, the fear of Napoleon’s expedition towards the 
East was very real for the British who felt that the French 
could attack the western coast of India from their colony 
of Mauritius. By means of this system, the Company could 
station its forces at strategic locations and keep the French 
at bay. 
Statement 4 is correct. The Indian princes who accepted 
the subsidiary system were: the Nizam of Hyderabad 
(September 1798 and 1800), Mysore (1799), Tanjore 
(1799), Awadh (1801), the Peshwa (1801), the Bhonsle 
Raja of Berar (1803), the Sindhia (1804), the Rajput 
states of Jodhpur, Jaipur, Macheri, Bundi and the ruler 
of Bharatpur (1818). The Holkars were the last Maratha 
confederation to accept the Subsidiary Alliance in 1818. 

61. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The 1818 battle of Bhima-
Koregaon was one of the last battles of the Third Anglo-
Maratha War which culminated in the Peshwa’s defeat. 
The battle took place at the village of Koregaon in Pune 
district of Maharashtra. On January 1, 1818, a Dalit-
dominated British Army had defeated a Peshwa army, led 
by Peshwa Bajirao II, in Koregaon. The battle attained a 
legendary stature for Dalits, who consider the win as a 
victory of the Mahars against the the Peshwas. A pillar, 
known as Vijay Sthamb (victory pillar), was installed by 
the East India Company in memory of those who fought 
for them in the battle.
Statement 2 is correct. Lord Hastings’ actions taken 
against the Pindaris were seen as a transgression of the 
sovereignty of the Marathas. A repentant Bajirao II made 
a last bid in 1817 by rallying together the Maratha chiefs 
against the English in course of the Third Anglo-Maratha 
War. However, the Peshwa, Bhonsle and Holkar were 
defeated by the British. In June 1818, the Peshwa finally 
surrendered and the Maratha confederacy was dissolved. 
The peshwaship was abolished. 

62. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Mahalwari System was 
introduced in 1822 by Holt Mackenzie in the North 
Western Provinces. It was popularised by Lord William 
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Bentick in Agra and Awadh and was later extended to 
Madhya Pradesh and Punjab. The Ryotwari System was 
devised by Captain Alexander Read and Sir Thomas 
Munro at the end of the 18th century. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Mahalwari Settlement 
was introduced in the North-Western Provinces, the 
territory stretching between the foothills of the Himalayas 
through the Ganga–Jamuna Doab to the central Indian 
plateau. It included a large part of Punjab, the United 
Provinces and most of the Central Provinces. 
Statement 3 is correct. In the Mahalwari Settlement, 
mahals or estates’ proprietory bodies, the ‘village 
community’ was recognized as the landowner. Land 
belonged jointly to the village community technically 
called the body of co-shares that was collectively 
responsible for paying revenue. This ‘community’ 
included peasant proprietors, taluqdars and resident 
cultivating peasants whose rent was also sought to be 
ascertained and recorded. The head of the community, 
the lambardar, signed the agreement with the 
government as the person responsible for paying the 
revenue of the community. 

63. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The First Carnatic War was an 
extension of the Anglo-French War in Europe which 
was caused by the Austrian War of Succession. The 
Third Carnatic War (1758-63) coincided with the Anglo-
French War in Europe caused by the Seven Years War 
(1756-63). 
Statement 2 is correct. The background for the Second 
Carnatic War (1749-54) was provided by rivalry in 
India. Dupleix, the French Governor, sought to increase 
his power and French political influence in southern India 
by interfering in local dynastic disputes to defeat the 
English.
Statement 3 is correct. The Third Carnatic War was won 
by the English on January 22, 1760 at Wandiwash (or 
Vandavasi) in Tamil Nadu. Although the Treaty of Peace 
of Paris (1763) restored to the French their factories in 
India, the French political influence disappeared after 
the war. Thereafter, the English became the supreme 
European power in the Indian subcontinent. 

64. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Dutch founded their first 
factory in Masulipatam in 1605. Later, they established 
factories in Pulicat (1609), Surat (1616), Bimlipatam 
(1641), Karikal (1645), and Chinsura (1653).
French were the last Europeans to come to India for 
trade. The foundation of the French East India Company 
was laid in 1664 during the reign of Louis XIV. Prior to 
that, Portuguese, Dutch, English and Danes had already 
appeared on the Indian soil.

Statement 2 is correct. The Portuguese were the first 
Europeans who discovered the sea-route to India. Vasco 
da Gama arrived in Calicut in 1498. Later, a Portuguese 
explorer, Pedro Alvarez Cabral established the first 
Portuguese factory at Calicut, India in 1500. With time, 
Calicut, Cannanore and Cochin became the important 
trade centers of the Portuguese.
Statement 3 is correct. The English company was a 
private enterprise, while the French trading company 
was regulated by the state. This was one of the causes 
for the English success over French in India. The East 
India Company could take instant decisions when needed 
without waiting for the approval of the government. 
On the other hand, the French company faced delays in 
decision-making.

65. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The industrial revolution 
started in England in the early 18th century, with the 
invention of new machines like steam engine, spinning 
jenny, power loom etc. These inventions considerably 
improved production. This allowed England to maintain 
its hegemony vis-a-vis other European powers where the 
industrial revolution reached late.
Statement 2 is correct. The Royal Navy of Britain was 
the largest and most advanced of its times. In Europe, 
it had obtained victories against the Spanish Armada and 
against the French at Trafalgar. In India too, the British 
were able to defeat the Portuguese and the French due to 
strong and fast movement of the naval ships.
Statement 3 is correct. Britain had a stable government 
with efficient monarchs. This allowed it to emerge as a 
superior power in Europe and the Indian sub-continent. 
France witnessed a violent revolution in 1789 and the 
Napoleonic wars in 1800s significantly weakened its 
position. The Dutch and Spanish were involved in 
the 80-years war in the 17th century which weakened 
Portuguese imperialism.

66. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. After the Battle of Plassey, Mir 
Jafar was made the nawab of Bengal by the British. He was 
expected to show his generosity to the British. However, 
he got irritated with the interference of Robert Clive and 
entered into a conspiracy with the Dutch. The Dutch were 
defeated by the English in the Battle of Bedara in 1759. 
Hence, the 
Treaty of 1760 was signed between the new puppet nawab 
of Bengal, Mir Kasim and the English. Under the treaty, 
Mir Kasim agreed to cede the districts of Burdwan, 
Midnapore and Chittagong.
Statement 2 is correct. The Battle of Buxar was fought 
between the combined armies of Mir Kasim, Shah Alam 
II and the Nawab of Awadh on 22nd October 1764. Shah 
Alam II was the then Mughal Emperor of India.
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Statement 3 is correct. The Battle of Buxar was important 
in the sense that for the first time, the Emperor of India 
was defeated by the English. Robert Clive concluded a 
treaty with the Mughal Emperor, Shah Alam II. Under the 
Treaty of Allahabad (1765), Shah Alam II granted the 
diwani rights of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa to the East 
India Company.

67. Solution (a)
Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer
Statement 1 correct: Lord Hastings (1813-23) introduced 
Ryotwari system in Madras and Mahalwari System in 
Central India.
Statement 2 is incorrect: Government of India Act 1935 
was introduced during the tenure of Lord Willingdon 
(1931-36).
Statement 3 is incorrect: Poorna Swaraj was declared was 
Indian National Congress in its Lahore Session (1929). 
This happened during the tenure of Lord Irwin (1926-31).
Statement 4 is correct: Cabinet Mission (1946) came 
under the tenure of Lord Wavell (1943-47)

68. Solution (d)
Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.
Lord Curzon adopted the policy of Patronage and 
‘intrusive surveillance’. He thought the relation between 
states and government were neither feudal nor federal, 
but a type not based on a treaty but consisting of a series 
of relationships having grown under different historical 
conditions that, in the course of time, gradually conformed 
to a single line – uniformly dependent on British 
government and considered as an integral part of Indian 
Political system. The new trend seemed to reduce all states 
to a single type—uniformly dependent on the British 
Government and considered as an integral part of Indian 
political system. The policy of cordial cooperation began 
to counter progressive and revolutionary developments in 
the face of large-scale political unrests.

69. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
The Battle of Buxar established the English forces as real 
masters of Bengal. In 1765, Robert Clive introduced a 
system of dual government in Bengal- the rule of the two, 
the Company and the Nawab of Bengal.
Statement 1 is correct. Under the system of dual 
government, both the diwani and nizamat functions 
came under the control of the Company. The Company 
acquired the diwani functions from the Mughal Emperor 
through the Treaty of Allahabad. It also acquired the 
nizamat functions from the subahdar of Bengal through 
the same treaty.

Statement 2 is correct. The Company exercised its 
nizamat rights by nominating a deputy subahdar of 
Bengal. The Company nominated Mohammad Reza 
Khan as the deputy subahdar.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The dual system of government 
was proved to be ineffective. Neither the Company nor 
the Nawab cared for administration and public welfare. 
Hence, it was abolished by Warren Hastings in 1772. 
Lord Cornwallis was the governor-general of Bengal 
between 1786 and 1793.

70. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
The state of Mysore fought four wars with the British 
between 1767 and 1799. Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan led 
Mysore in these wars.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Treaty of Seringapatam 
was signed between Tipu Sultan and the English in 
1792. Under the treaty, nearly half of the Mysorean 
territory was taken over by the victors of the third Anglo-
Mysore war- the state of Travancore, the British, the 
Nizam of Hyderabad and the Marathas.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Nizam of Hyderabad and 
the Marathas kept changing their strategies with time. 
During the first Anglo Mysore war, Haidar Ali turned 
the Nizam and the Marathas against the British through 
his skillful diplomacy. Later however, Marathas attacked 
Mysore in 1771. In the second and third Anglo-Mysore 
war, both Nizam and the British sided with the English 
forces against the state of Mysore.
Statement 3 is correct. In 1798, Lord Wellesley succeeded 
Sir John Shore as the new Governor General of Bengal. 
He was concerned about the growing friendship between 
Tipu Sultan and the French. He accused Tipu Sultan of 
conspiracy against the British. The fourth Anglo-Mysore 
war that followed was also participated by Arthur 
Wellesley, the brother of Lord Wellesley. Hence, both 
Wellesley brothers were involved in the fourth Anglo-
Mysore war.

71. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Treaty of Amritsar was 
signed between the Punjab ruler Ranjit Singh and the 
British. It put a check on the ambitions of Ranjit Singh by 
declaring the river Sutlej as the new boundary between his 
dominions and the territories of the Company. 
Statement 2 is correct. The defeat and humiliation 
suffered by the Sikhs in the first Anglo-Sikh war was the 
precursor to the mass uprising in Multan in 1848. The 
then Governor General of India, Lord Dalhousie saw 
this as a good pretext to annex Punjab completely. Three 
important battles were fought between 1848 and 1849- 
Battle of Ramnagar, Battle of Chillhanwala and Battle of 
Gujarat. The annexation of Punjab was completed by 
Lord Dalhousie in 1849.
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Statement 3 is correct. Sindh was looked at from the 
perspective of saving the British empire in India from 
external forces like Napoleon during the 1800s and 
later, from the Russians. In 1843, under the Governor-
General Ellenborough, Sindh was merged into the 
British empire.

72. Solution (c)
Exp) Option (c) is the correct answer.

Option (c) is correct. Permanent Settlement: In 
permanent settlement, fixed revenue demand would 
give zamindars a sense of security and, assured of returns 
on their investment, encourage them to improve their 
estates. Initial demands were very high. The revenue was 
invariable, regardless of the harvest, and had to be paid 
punctually. In fact, according to Sunset Law, if payment 
did not come in by sunset of the specified date, the 
zamindari was liable to be auctioned.



Workbook23

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

2.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Brahmo Samaj? [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012]
1. It opposed idolatry.
2. It denied the need for a priestly class for 

interpreting the religious texts.
3. It popularized the doctrine that the Vedas are 

infallible.
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

2. During Indian freedom struggle, the National 
Social Conference was formed. What was the 
reason for its formation?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012] 
(a) Different social reform groups or organizations 

of Bengal region united to form a single body 
to discuss the issues of larger interest and to 
prepare appropriate petitions/representations to 
the government 

(b) Indian National Congress did not want to include 
social reforms in its deliberations and decided to 
form a separate body for such a purpose 

(c) Behramji Malabari and M. G. Ranade decided to 
bring together all the social reform groups of the 
country under one organization 

(d) None of the statements (a) , (b) and (c) given 
above is correct in this context. 

3. Satya Shodhak Samaj organized    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2016]
(a) a movement for upliftment of tribals in Bihar
(b) a temple-entry movement in Gujarat
(c) an anti-caste movement in Maharashtra
(d) a peasant movement in Punjab 

4. Consider the following: [UPSC CSE Pre. 2016]
1. Calcutta Unitarian Committee 
2. Tabernacle of New Dispensation 
3. Indian Reform Association 
Keshab Chandra Sen is associated with the 
establishment of which of the above? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

5. Which among the following events happened 
earliest?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]

(a) Swami Dayanand established Arya Samaj.
(b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neel Darpan.
(c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote 

Anandmath.
(d) Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian to 

succeed in the Indian Civil Services Examination.

6. In the context of Indian history, the Rakhmabai 
case of 1884 revolved around    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2020]
1. women’s right to gain education
2. age of consent
3. restitution of conjugal rights
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

7. Which amongst the following provided a common 
factor for tribal insurrection in India in the 19th 
century?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011] 
(a) Introduction of a new system of land revenue 

and taxation of tribal products. 
(b) Influence of foreign religious missionaries in 

tribal areas. 
(c) Rise of a large number of money lenders, traders 

and revenue farmers as middlemen in tribal 
areas. 

(d) The complete disruption of the old agrarian 
order of the tribal communities.

8. The Trade Disputes Act of 1929 provided for  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2017]
(a) the participation of workers in the management 

of industries. 
(b) arbitrary powers to the management to quell 

industrial disputes. 
(c) an intervention by the British Court in the event 

of a trade dispute. 
(d) a system of tribunals and a ban on strikes.

9. After the Santhal Uprising subsided, what was/
were the measure/measures taken by the colonial 
government?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
1. The territories called ‘Santhal Parganas’ were 

created.
2. It became illegal for a Santhal to transfer land to 

a non-Santhal.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA
REFORMS MOVEMENTS
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10. Indigo cultivation in India declined by the 
beginning of the 20th century because of

[UPSC CSE Pre. 2020]
(a) peasant resistance to the oppressive conduct of 

planters
(b) its unprofitability in the world market because of 

new inventions
(c) national leaders’ opposition to the cultivation if 

indigo
(d) Government control over the planters

11. With reference to the history of India, “Ulgulan” 
or the Great Trumult is the description of which of 
the following events? [UPSC CSE Pre. 2020]
(a) The Revolt of 1857
(b) The Mappila Rebellion of 1921
(c) The Indigo Revolt of 1859-60
(d) Birsa Munda’s Revolt of 1899-1900

2.2. Socio Religious Reforms

12. Consider the following statements: 

Social Reformer Organisation/ 
Newspaper 

1. Atmaram 
Pandurang 

Prarthana Samaj 

2. Saralabala Devi 
Choudharani 

Bharat Stree 
Mahamandal 

3. Dwarkanath Tagore Sambad Kaumudi 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

13. Consider the following statements in the context 
of Young Bengal Movement:
1. The movement wanted to promote the ideas of 

French revolution.
2. They were successful in organizing peasant 

movements in Bengal.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

14. In the context of modern Indian history, in which 
one of the following options are all personalities 
associated with the Women’s Indian Association? 
(a) Margaret Cousins, Pandita Ramabai and Annie 

Besant. 
(b) Muthulakshmi Reddy, Sarla Behn and Heerabai 

Tata. 
(c) Lady Sadasiva Aiyer, Sister Subbalakshmi and 

Sister Nivedita. 

(d) Vasumathy Ramaswamy, Ammu Swaminathan 
and Sarojini Naidu. 

15. Which of the following socio-religious reform 
movements was/were revivalist in nature?
1. Wahabi movement
2. Deoband movement
3. Theosophical movement
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

16. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly 
matched? 

Dalit Leaders Books/Magazines/ News-
paper 

1. Jyotiba Phule: Book titled Shetkaryancha 
Asud (The cultivator’s 
whip-cord). 

2. E.V. Ramasamy 
Naicker 

English Magazine under 
the title ‘Revolt’. 

3. B.R. Ambedkar Mooknayak Newspaper 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

17. Students’ Literary and Scientific Society was 
founded by 
(a) Henry Vivian Derozio 
(b) Dadabhai Nauroji. 
(c) Swami Vivekananda 
(d) Jyotirao Phule 

18. Consider the following statements regarding the 
approach of the revivalist movements in British 
India: 
1. Laid emphasis on the authority of the Vedas. 
2. Advocated return to a purer form of religion. 
3. Opposed all the reforms in the religion. 
4. Called for a complete revival of Vedic times. 
5. Criticism of western notion of superiority. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 5 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

19. reference to the Indian Social Conference, 
consider the following statements: 
1. It was founded by M.G. Ranade and Raghunath 

Rao. 
2. It could be called the social reform cell of the 

Indian National Congress.
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3. It launched the Pledge Movement against child 
marriage. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

20. Arrange the following organisations in the 
chronological order of their establishment. 
1. Prarthana Samaj 
2. Rahnumai Mazdayasnan Sabha 
3. Servants of India Society 
4. Brahmo Samaj 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 3-1-2-4 
(b) 4-2-1-3 
(c) 4-1-2-3 
(d) 3-4-1-2 

21. Consider the following pairs: 

Governor General/ 
Viceroy 

Social Reform 
Initiatives 

1. William Bentinck Abolition of Sati 
2. Lord Dalhousie Age of Consent Act 
3. Lord Hardinge I Widow remarriage act 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

22. With respect to the Socio-Religious Reform 
Movement during British rule, consider the 
following statements: 
1. The reform movements proved a hindrance to 

the growth of nationalism due to their focus on 
vernacular languages. 

2. The reform movements were popular among the 
rural masses in the 19th century. 

3. All reformers advocated spreading of modern 
Western education. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

23. She was the president of the theosophical society. 
She laid the foundation of the Central Hindu 
College in Benaras in 1898. She launched a 
campaign demanding self-government for India 
after the war on the lines of white colonies. She 
campaigned through her newspapers, New India 
and Commonweal, and through public meetings. 

Identify the personality from the above paragraph. 
(a) Annie Besant 
(b) Madam Bhikaji Cama 
(c) Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 
(d) Sarla Devi Chaudhrani 

24. Consider the following pairs: 

Movement Founder 

1. Justice Movement C.N. Mudaliar 

2. Vaikom Satyagraha K.P. Kesava Menon 

3. Self-Respect Move-
ment 

Sree Narayana Guru 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1,2 and 3 

25. Consider the following events associated with a 
famous social reformer: 
He was a social reformer from Maharashtra. He 
played a leading role in founding periodicals like 
Gyan Prakash and Indu Prakash. He held the post 
of a judge under British Raj. He attacked Hindu 
orthodoxy. 
Identify this famous personality from the options 
given below: 
(a) Mahadev Govind Ranade 
(b) Balshastri Jambekar 
(c) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
(d) Gopalhari Deshmukh 

26. Consider the following statements regarding the 
contributions of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar: 
1. He wrote Borno Porichoy to learn Bengali 

alphabets. 
2. He did not believe in knowledge based on 

scriptures. 
3. He supported higher education for women in 

India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

27. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding the Keshab Chandra Sen? 
1. He tried to incorporate Christian theology into 

Hindu thought. 
2. He founded the Adi Brahmo Samaj. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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28. Consider the following statements regarding Arya 
Samaj movement and Ramkrishna movement: 
1. Arya Samaj movement opposes image worship 

while Ramkrishna mission recognizes the 
importance of rituals and image worship. 

2. Arya Samaj movement gave the call for the 
revival of Vedic times. 

3. Arya Samaj opposed the conversion of Hindus 
to Islam, while Ramkrishna mission considered 
the junction of both Hinduism and Islam is 
necessary. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 

29. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Theosophical Society? 
1. It did not accept the Hindu beliefs in 

reincarnation and Karma. 
2. It advocated for the upliftment of outcastes and 

improvement in the condition of workers. 
3. It brought a new self-respect to the Indians 

fighting British colonial rule. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

30. Which of the following books was/were written by 
Savitribai Phule? 
1. Kavyaphule 
2. Langal and Ganabani 
3. Bavankashi Subodharatnakar. 
4. Gulamgiri 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

31. With reference to the Socio-Religious Reform 
Movements in India, consider the following 
statements: 
1. In South India, the movements majorly focused 

on addressing the caste inequality. 
2. Justice Movement was started to demand entry 

into temples by all sections of the society. 
3. E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker took the initiative of 

formalizing weddings without Brahmin priests. 
4. The Kalaram Temple entry movement was led 

by E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker in Tamil Nadu 
demanding the opening of Hindu temples to 
untouchables. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

32. With reference to the reforms taken by Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy, which of the following statements is/
are correct? 
1. He established Vedanta college in which courses 

in western social and physical sciences were 
offered. 

2. The religious practices in Brahmo Samaj were 
free from Hindu ceremonialism. 

3. He laid the foundation of central Hindu college 
in Banaras. 

4. He was associated with the formation of 
Bangabhasha Prakashika Sabha. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 and 4 only 

33. Consider the following pairs: 

Movement Person associated 
1. Deoband 

Movement 
Mohammad Qasim 
Nanotavi 

2. Taayunni 
Movement 

Karamat Ali 

3. Ahmadiya 
Movement 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

4. Wahabi Movement Sayyid Ahmad 
Which of the pairs given above are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

34. He made the efforts for the emancipation of 
widows in western India. He himself married 
a widow in 1893. He dedicated his life to the 
upliftment of Hindu widows and became the 
secretary of the Widow Remarriage Association. 
He opened a widows’ home in Poona to give the 
high caste widows an interest in life by providing 
them with facilities for vocational training. 
Identify the person from the description given in the 
above paragraph: 
(a) Vishnu Shastri Pandit 
(b) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
(c) Behramji Malabari 
(d) Dhondo Keshav Karve 

35. Which of the following organizations is/are 
associated with Narayan Malhar Joshi? 
1. Vaikom Satyagraha. 
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2. Social Service League. 
3. Self –Respect movement. 
4. All India Trade Union Congress 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

36. With regards to the system of Halipratha, which of 
the following statements is/are correct? 
1. It was a system of life long attachment of lower 

caste persons as slaves. 
2. It was mostly practiced in Gujarat. 
Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

37. “It was a movement said to be revivalist in form 
though not in content. It was first set up at Bombay 
in 1875 and later the headquarter was shifted to 
Lahore. Its vision of India included a classless and 
casteless society and an India free from foreign 
rule. It encouraged inter-caste marriages, widow 
remarriages and equal status for women.”
Which of the following options best suits the above 
description?
(a) Arya Samaj
(b) Prarthana Samaj
(c) Dharma Sabha
(d) Brahmo Samaj

38. He was the founding member of the Congress and 
a leading figure in the Indian Social Conference. 
He founded Poona Sarvajanik Sabha with the aim 
of serving as a bridge between the government 
and the people. In 1893, he became a judge of the 
Bombay High Court. He worked for improving 
the status of women and promoted the idea of 
widow remarriage. 
Which of the following social reformer has been 
described above?
(a) Mahadev Govind Ranade
(b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(c) R.C Dutt
(d) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar

39. Social Service League was founded by Narayan 
Malhar Joshi with the primary objective of: 
(a) Training national missionaries for the service of 

India.
(b) Providing the destitute women with education 

and medical services.
(c) Securing reasonable conditions of life and work 

for the masses. 
(d) Eliminating exploitation of the lower castes.

40. With reference to the Prarthana Samaj, consider 
the following statements:
1. The samaj was more concerned with religious 

reforms. 
2. The samaj claimed to be the continuation of 

Bhakti movement.
3. It advocated for raising the age of marriage for 

both males and females.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

41. Which of the following options is correct with 
reference to the Sarda Act of 1929?
(a) It is popularly known as the Sarda Act after 

Sarada Devi.
(b) The act fixed the marriageable age for girls at 18 

years and boys at 25 years.
(c) The act had provision to declare the child 

marriage as invalid.
(d) Womens organisations like All India Women’s 

Conference articulated arguments in favour of 
the Act.

42. Social reformer and scholar M G Ranade was 
associated with which among the following 
associations/societies?
1. Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 
2. Prarthana Samaj
3. Deccan Education Society
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

43. With respect to Modern Indian history, the Pledge 
Movement was launched by which among the 
following associations?
(a) Justice Movement
(b) Indian Social Conference
(c) Self-Respect Movement
(d) Social Service League

44. With respect to socio-religious reform movement, 
which of the following statements is/are incorrect 
about Faraizi movement?
1. It was a revolutionary movement with a 

paramilitary force. 
2. It was initially directed against the Sikhs in 

Punjab.
3. It had an organizational system with a khalifa at 

every level.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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45. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the lower-caste movements in British India:
1. Ezhavas supported the Russian model of 

socialism.
2. Justice party opposed the non-cooperation 

program of Congress.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

46. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
with respect to Ahmadiya Movement?
1. It was based on the principles of universal 

religion of all humanity.
2. It endorsed spreading western liberal education 

among the Indian Muslims.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

47. With reference to Indian history, which of the 
following is/are the special feature(s) of socio-
religious reform movements? 
1. The religious reform movements had a narrow 

social base. 
2. The reformers relied more on legislation for 

imposing reforms. 
3. Most of the reform movements were led by 

higher caste Hindus. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

48. Regarding the Satyashodhak Samaj, which of the 
following statements is incorrect? 
(a) It was founded by Jyotirao Phule. 
(b) The aim was to spread education among the 

lower castes people. 
(c) Members of the samaj urged peasants to resist 

brahminical domination. 
(d) It disassociated itself from the Civil Disobedience 

movement.

49. Consider the following statements:
1. Society for Social Reform encouraged widow 

remarriage.
2. Wood’s Dispatch did not have provision on 

female education.
3. Brahmo Samaj opposed child marriage and 

polygamy.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

50. With respect to Dayanand Saraswati, consider the 
following statements: 
1. He recognized the hereditary basis of the caste 

system as an organic division of society. 
2. He denounced the worship of gods and 

goddesses. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

51. respect to Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, consider the 
following statements:
1. He lent his support to the system of piri and 

muridi.
2. Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental Association of 

Sir Syed was supported by the Deoband School.
3. He wanted to reconcile western scientific 

education with the teachings of Quran.
Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) None of the above

52. With respect to Rahnumai Mazdayasnan Sabha, 
which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. S.S. Bengalee was one of its founders.
2. It worked for the removal of purdah system and 

raising the age of marriage.
3. Rast Goftar was the mouthpiece of the 

organization.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

53. This movement was led by Hajong and Garo 
tribes in east Bengal. It was against the permanent 
settlement system of land revenue. Under the 
leadership of Tipu Shah, the peasants refused to 
pay rent above a certain limit and attacked the 
houses of zamindars. The government introduced 
an equitable arrangement to protect these 
peasants. 
The above paragraph describes which of the 
following peasants’ movements? 
(a) Narkelberia Uprising 
(b) Kuka Movement 
(c) Paika rebellion 
(d) Pagal Panthis revolt
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54. Which of the following options regarding the 
Akali Movement during India’s freedom struggle 
is correct?
(a) It was a reform movement to counter the 

proselytizing activities of Christian missionaries.
(b) This movement coincided with the Civil 

Disobedience Movement of 1930.
(c) The famous Keys Affair was a part of this 

movement.
(d) The government dealt sternly with it and used 

severe repressive measures to control the 
movement.

55. Consider the following statements in the context 
of Gurudwara Reform Movement:
1. The movement stemmed from the Singh Sabha 

Movement.
2. It was intensified when Gurudwara mahants 

honored General Dyer.
3. It led to the formation of Shiromani Gurudwara 

Prabandhak Committee.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

56. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
about Theosophical Movement?
1. It accepted the Hindu beliefs of transmigration 

of soul and karma.
2. It was a successful movement as it impacted a 

large segment of Indian Society.
3. It advocated strengthening of the ancient 

religions of Hinduism, Zoroastrianism and 
Buddhism.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

57. With respect to socio-religious reform movements 
in India, which of the following statements is/are 
incorrect?
1. Presence of colonial government helped in the 

growth of reform movements.
2. The reform movement envisaged a total break 

with the tradition.
3. Rationalism played an important role in the 

ideology of reform movements.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

58. Consider the following statement about social 
reformer Behramji Malabari:

1. He founded the Seva Sadan for women welfare.
2. His efforts led to the enactment of Age of 

Consent Act, 1891.
3. He founded and edited the Indian Mirror.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

59. With respect to the works of Raja Rammohan Roy, 
arrange the following in chronological order:
1. Foundation of Atmiya Sabha
2. Percepts of Jesus
3. Gift of Monotheists
4. Establishment of Vedanta College
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1-2-3-4
(b) 2-3-4-1
(c) 2-1-3-4
(d) 3-1-2-4

60. With respect to socio-religious movements, 
consider the following statements
1. Both reformists and revivalists appealed to 

reform the lost purity of the religion.
2. Revivalist movements aimed to take back the 

society to its glorious past.
3. Theosophist movement was a reformist 

movement.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

61. Consider the following statements:
1. Vaikom Satyagraha demanded the throwing 

open of Hindu temples to the untouchables.
2. Aravippuram movement aimed to increase the 

political representation of the depressed classes.
3. Justice movement was started by Sri Narayana 

Guru to secure jobs and representation for non-
brahmins in Madras presidency.

Which of the statements given above are incorrect?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

62. With respect to Ramakrishna Mission, which of 
the following statements is/are correct?
1. It was founded by Sri Ramakrishna Parmahansa.
2. Parmahansa sought salvation through 

renunciation, meditation and bhakti.
3. Just like Arya Samaj it also criticized idol 

worship.
4. It did not consider itself as a sect of Hinduism.
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Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

63. Consider the following pairs:

Journal/News Paper Founder/Editor
1. Satya Prakash Swami Dayanand 

Saraswati
2. East Indian Vivian Derozio
3. Tattvabodhini 

Patrika
Keshub Chandra Sen

4. Mirat-ul-Akbar Raja Rammohan Roy
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?
(a) 1, 2 and 4 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

64. Consider the following statements about a famous 
social reformer:
1. He brought medical opinion to support his views 

against Child marriage.
2. He inspired the Brahmo Samaj to renounce its 

faith in the Vedas as an authentic source for 
Hinduism.

3. He also served as the editor of the well-known 
journal Tattwabodhini Patrika.

4. He supported legal abolition of multiple 
marriages among upper-caste Hindu males.

Which of the following personalities has been 
described above?
(a) Debendranath Tagore
(b) Ashwini Kumar Dutta
(c) Akshay Kumar Dutta
(d) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

65. Consider the following statements: 
1. Arya Samaj was founded in 1835. 
2. Lala Lajpat Rai opposed the Arya Samaj’s view 

on infallible authority of Vedas.
3. Under Keshab Chandra Sen, the Brahmo Samaj 

campaigned for women’s education. 
4. Vinoba Bhave founded the Sarvodya Samaj to 

work among refugees. 
Which of these Statements are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) 3 and 4 only

66. With reference to the various legislations passed 
for reforming the women’s position, which of the 
following statements is/are incorrect?

1. The Act of 1860 raised the marriageable age for 
girls to 12.

2. The Age of consent Act, 1891 prohibited sexual 
intercourse with girls below the age of 12.

3. The Sarda act (1929) raised the marriageable age 
for girls to 14 years.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d) 2 only

67. With reference to women’s education during the 
colonial rule, which of the following statements is/
are incorrect?
1. The Hunter commission recommended 

encouragement of women education.
2. Professor D.K. Karve started the Indian Women’s 

University at Pune.
3. Bethune School was the first ever to provide 

modern education to girls. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

68. Which of the following options regarding Pandita 
Ramabai is correct?
(a) She was conferred with the titles of Pandita and 

Sarasvati by the Bombay University.
(b) She wrote a book on gender discrimination 

called Stri Purush Tulana.
(c) She started Sharda Sadan to provide an ashram 

to destitute high caste widows.
(d) She was the first practicing female medical 

doctor of India.

69. Who among the following founded the Arya 
Mahila Samaj?
(a) Jyotiba Phule
(b) Radhakant Deb
(c) Pandita Ramabai Saraswati 
(d) Sister Subbalakshmi

70. Consider the following statements in the context 
of Bharat Stree Mahamandal:
1. The organisation was founded by Ramabai 

Ranade. 
2. It aimed at improving the political status of 

woman.
3. It strived for the enactment of Equal 

Remuneration Act. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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71. Consider the following events:
1. The formation of All-India women’s conference. 
2. The setting up of Bharat Stree Mahamandal.
3. The formation of National council of women in 

India.
4. Formation of Ahmedabad Textile labour 

association by Anusuya Sarabai.
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events?
(a) 4-2-3-1
(b) 2-3-4-1
(c) 4-2-1-3
(d) 2-4-3-1

72. In collaboration with David Hare and Alexander 
Duff, who of the following established Hindu 
College at Calcutta? 
(a) Henry Louis Vivian Derozio 
(b) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
(c) Keshab Chandra Sen 
(d) Raja Rammohan Roy 

73. He served as Secretary of the Deccan Education 
Society. He started English weekly newspaper, 
The Hitavada. He played a key role in the framing 
of the Morley –Minto Reforms of 1909, which 
eventually became law. He advocated free and 
compulsory primary education. He was-
(a) Gopalhari Deshmukh
(b) Balshastri jambedkar
(c) Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(d) Lala Lajpat rai

74. Consider the following pairs: 

Organisation  Persons associated
1. Prarthana Samaj  Dayanand Saraswati
2. Radhaswami Movement Shiv Dayal 

Saheb
3. Dev Samaj Shiv Narayan Agnihotri

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1 and 2 only

75. With reference to Tattvabodhini Sabha, consider 
the following statements:
1. It studied India’s past with a rational outlook.
2. One of the aims of the Sabha was to propagate 

Rammohan Roy’s ideas.
3. It was closely associated with the Prarthana 

Samaj in Maharashtra. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

76. Which of the following were the reasons for 
limited success of the Young Bengal Movement?
1. They were too radical for the prevailing social 

conditions.
2. They lacked support from the masses.
3. They did not get involved in any political issues 

of the times.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only

77. With reference to Servants of India Society, 
consider the following statements:
1. It aimed to train a cadre of national workers to 

serve the country.
2. It worked to improve the conditions of tribal 

people. 
3. Srinivasa Shastri served as the president of the 

organization.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

78. The society ‘X’ was formed in 1864 by K Sridharalu 
Naidu to fight the causes of Brahmo Samaj in South 
India. It worked to abolish caste distinctions and 
promote widow remarriage. The members of the 
society believed in one God and condemned the 
superstitions and rituals of orthodox Hinduism. 
Identify society ‘X’.
(a) Arya Samaj
(b) Prarthana Samaj
(c) Dev Samaj
(d) Veda Samaj

79. With reference to Dharma Sabha, consider the 
following statements: 
1. It was founded by Keshab Chandra Sen. 
2. It opposed the abolition of sati 
3. It favoured the promotion of Western education 

for girls. 
Which of the statement given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

80. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was associated with 
which of the following reforms?
1. Widow remarriage
2. Fight against child marriage
3. Education for women
4. Opposition to polygamy
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
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(a) 1 and 4 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

81. Which of the following is/are correct regarding 
the impact of socio-cultural reform movements?
1. They ignored the needs of the vast masses of 

peasantry and the urban poor.
2. They led to the rise of communal consciousness 

in the country.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

82. With reference to the Self Respect Movement, 
consider the following statements:
1. E.V. Ramaswamy was associated with the Justice 

Party.
2. Rejuvenation of the Dravidian languages was 

one of the objectives of this movement.
3. E.V. Ramaswamy distanced with Mahatma 

Gandhi over the issue of social inequality.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

83. With reference to Satyashodhak Samaj, consider 
the following statements:
1. It aimed to spread education among women and 

lower castes.
2. The word “Dalit” for depressed classes was used 

for the first time by Jyotirao Phule.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
incorrect?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

84. With regards to Raja Ram Mohan Roy, which of 
the following statements are correct? 
1. Ram Mohan Roy received the title “Raja” from 

the Mughal Emperor, Akbar II. 
2. He co-founded “Calcutta Unitarian Society”. 
3. He believed in social equality of all men and 

women. 
Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 3 

85. Which of the following principles defines the 
nature of education reforms sought by early 
Indian social reformers? 
1. The Indian reformers stressed on science and 

technology-based education system for material 
development. 

2. The primary aim of Indian education system 
should be to enable Indians to get government 
jobs. 

3. Teaching in vernacular languages should be an 
essential part of the Indian education system. 

Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, and 3

86. Which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. The Native (Civil) Marriages Act,1872 gave legal 

status to marriages performed according to 
Brahmo Samaj rites. 

2. The Tattvabodhini Sabha emphasized on 
indigenous language and culture. 

3. The Rehnumai Mazadayasan Sabha was founded 
by Dadabhai Naoroji.

Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

87. The British East India Company administration 
passed several legislations for social reforms in 
India. Which of the following statements is/are 
correct regarding this? 
1. The Lex Loci Act of 1850 provided for the right 

to inherit ancestral property by the Hindu 
converts to Christianity. 

2. The Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 abolished 
slavery in parts of the British Empire including 
India. 

3. The Regulation VI of 1802 was enacted to ban 
the practice of untouchability. 

Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

88. With reference to Babasaheb Ambedkar’s struggle 
against untouchability, which of the statements 
given below is/are correct?
1. Mahad March was organised for the right to 

draw water from public tanks.
2. He launched a temple entry movement in 

Nashik.
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3. He set up the Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha to 
spread education.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

89. Consider the following statements: 
1. Vaikom Satyagraha,1924 demanded temple 

entry for the ‘untouchables. 
2. Gandhi undertook a tour of Kerala in support of 

the temple entry movement. 
3. The Vaikom satyagraha led to the immediate 

opening of all the temples to untouchables. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

90. Which of the following statements are correct 
regarding social reform movements in 
Maharashtra? 
1. Student’s Literary and Scientific Society 

organized lectures on popular science and social 
questions. 

2. Savitri Bai Phule wrote a poem titled “Go, get 
education” to encourage the people

3. Vishnu Shastri Pandit founded the Widow 
Remarriage Association in the 1850’s. 

Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

91. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar is associated with 
which of the following?
1. Barnaparichay 
2. Sanskrit College, Kolkata 
3. Fort William College 
Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

92. With regards to the caste-based associations of 
South India, consider the following statements: 
1. The Kongu Vella Sangam was based in Tamil 

Nadu. 
2. The S.N.D.P. Yogam was based in Andhra 

Pradesh
3. The Vokkaliga and Lingayat Associations were 

formed in Karnataka. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) None of the above

2.3. Peasant/tribal/civil uprisings/Workers 
movements

93. Which one of the following options is incorrect 
with reference to the Kuka Movement? 
(a) The concepts of Swadeshi and non-cooperation 

were incorporated in the movement. 
(b) The Kuka movement was founded by Baba Ram 

Singh in western Punjab. 
(c) The movement got transformed from a religious 

purification campaign to a political campaign. 
(d) One of its basic tenets were abolition of caste and 

similar discriminations among Sikhs. 

94. In the context of history of labour movements 
during Indian freedom struggle, which one of the 
following statements is incorrect? 
(a) The early Moderates were largely indifferent to 

the labour’s cause. 
(b) The All-India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) 

was influenced by ideas of the British Labour 
Party. 

(c) A strong communist influence lent a militant 
content to labour movements during 1920s. 

(d) Indian National Congress did not support labour 
organisations to avoid divisions in the society. 

95. With reference to the Revolt of the Jungle Mahal, 
consider the following statements: 
1. Economic distress and increased land revenue 

demands were the reasons for the revolt. 
2. The Revolt took place in Midnapore and Bankura 

districts of Bengal. 
3. Chakra Bisoi was the main leader of this revolt. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

96. With reference to the Ramosi Risings, consider the 
following statements: 
1. The revolt was directed against the policy of 

annexation followed by the British. 
2. An important leader of Ramosi rising was 

Chittur Singh. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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97. This tribal movement was launched by the 
inhabitants of Chhotanagpur. These tribesmen 
resented the large-scale transfers of their land to 
outsiders. They also opposed the British judicial 
and revenue policies, which badly affected their 
traditional social conditions. Buddho Bhagat was 
an important leader of this tribal movement. 
Which of the following tribal movements is 
described above? 
(a) Munda Uprisings 
(b) Santhal Rebellion 
(c) Kol Mutiny 
(d) Khond Uprisings 

98. In the context of modern Indian history, consider 
the following statements: 
1. The Tribal movements in Northeast were 

launched mainly against the setting up of forest 
reserves. 

2. Kukis’ Revolt took place in Mizoram against a 
hike in house tax rates. 

3. Khasi Uprising was launched against the 
occupation of tribal region by outsiders. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

99. Arrange the following incidents in chronological 
order: 
1. British Government passes Limitation Law 
2. Santhal Rebellion 
3. Report by Deccan Riots Commission 
4. First revenue settlement is Deccan 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 2-1-4-3 
(b) 4-3-2-1 
(c) 4-2-1-3 
(d) 2-1-3-4 

100. In the context of the impact colonial rule on 
tribals, consider the following statements: 
1. The tribal chiefs were allowed to keep their 

administrative powers but lost the right to their 
lands. 

2. The British effort to settle Jhum cultivators was 
highly successful. 

3. The British extended control over all forests and 
declared such forests as state property. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
incorrect? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

101. With reference to the ‘Khurda Uprising’, consider 
the following statements: 

1. A new currency ‘sicca’ was introduced in the 
region and the revenue had to be paid in this 
new currency. 

2. Salt monopoly was introduced by the British 
which deprived the traditional salt makers of 
Odisha their right to make salt. 

3. The Zamindars, Ryots and the Paiks joined 
the uprising under the leadership of Buxi 
Jagabandhu. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

102. Which of the following methods were used by the 
peasants during the Pabna revolt of 1870s? 
1. Organisation of rent strikes. 
2. Formation of agrarian league. 
3. Use of large-scale violence to assert their rights. 
4. Challenging zamindars in the courts. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

103. Which of the following statements is incorrect 
about the Indigo Revolt of 1859/60? 
(a) Leadership for the movement was provided by 

petty zamindars, moneylenders and others. 
(b) Indigo plantations functioned on a system of 

‘dadan’. 
(c) The peasants were divided on communal lines. 
(d) Government appointed an indigo commission 

to inquire into the problems of the cultivators. 

104. Consider the following pairs of Peasants 
movements and their associated leaders: 

Peasant’s movements Leaders 

1. Mapilla movement Ali Musaliar 
2. UP Kisan Sabha Gauri Shankar Mishra 
3. Eka movement Digambar Biswas 

Which of the following pairs is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

105. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Peasants movements of 20th century: 
1. These movements were limited in objectives and 

had no impact on national freedom struggle. 
2. Theses movements eroded the power of landed 

class. 
3. These movements were influenced by the Great 

depression in Industrialized countries. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

106. He is called the father of trade union movement 
in India. He edited the first labour weekly 
‘Deenbandhu’. His struggle resulted in the 
constitution of the Factory Labour Commission, 
of which he was made a member. The work of this 
Commission led to the enactment of the Factory 
Act of 1891. 
Identify the personality from the above paragraph: 
(a) Narayan Meghaji Lokhande 
(b) Sasipada Banerjea 
(c) Sorabjee Shapoorji Bengalee 
(d) Shripad Amrit Dange 

107. With reference to the Trade Union Act of 1926, 
consider the following statements: 
1. It recognised trade unions as legal associations. 
2. It laid down conditions for registration and 

regulation of trade union activities. 
3. It secured immunity, both civil and criminal, 

for trade unions from prosecution for legitimate 
activities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

108. With reference to the working-class movements in 
India, consider the following statements: 
1. The Moderates did not support the Factory Acts 

of 1881 and 1891. 
2. The Congress supported the formation of the 

All-India Trade Union Congress. 
3. Dadabhai Naoroji started a newspaper ‘Bharat 

Shramjeevi’ for voicing the demands of the 
working class. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

109. Which of the following statements regarding the 
tribal and peasants’ movements of 19th century 
colonial India is/ are correct? 
1. Both the movements received active support 

from intelligentsia. 
2. Tribal uprisings directly challenged the British 

authority while the peasant’s movement did not. 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

110. Consider the following pairs of revolts with the 
associated areas. 

Revolt Region 
1. Koya revolt Chhotanagpur 
2. Ramosi Revolt Vishakhapatnam 
3. Kuka movement Punjab 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

111. Consider the following statements regarding the 
aftermath of Santhal Uprising: 
1. The traditional Manjhi system again became 

operational in the region. 
2. Santhal Pargana Tenancy Act 1876 was passed 

which forbade the transfer of Adivasi land to 
non-Adivasis. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

112. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Narkelberia Uprisings? 
1. It was mainly against the imposition of beard-tax 

on the Faraizis. 
2. It revolted against the suppression of human 

sacrifice by the British. 
3. It later merged into the Wahabi movement. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 

113. With reference to Poligar’s revolt, which of the 
following statements is/are correct? 
1. Poligars revolted as they were deprived of their 

right to collect the Kaval fees. 
2. Poligars were the local rulers. 
3. Lord Cornawallis commenced military 

operations against the rebel chiefs. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

114. With regard to the Tebhaga peasant movement, 
1946, which of the following statements is/are 
correct? 
1. It was launched in protest of the Floud 

commission report which had recommended 
50% share of the produce to the landlord.
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2. The Jotedars extracted nazranas and salamis 
from the tenant cultivators. 

3. The exploitative system of sharecropping was 
encouraged by the absentee landlords. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

115. Which of the following was/were the reasons for 
the tribal revolts in the mainland India? 
1. Settled agriculture by East India Company 
2. Decline in shifting cultivation 
3. Setting up of reserved forests 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

116. With reference to the spread of Marxist and 
Socialist ideas, consider the following statements:
1. Workers and Peasants Party (WPP) was 

organized as a left-wing subgroup in Indian 
National Congress (INC) .

2. The Communist Party of India was formed in 
Tashkent.

3. Kanpur Communist Conference formalized the 
foundation of Communist Party of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

117. Consider the following statements, with reference 
to All India Kisan Sabha:
1. N.G. Ranga was the first general secretary of the 

organization.
2. It strongly influenced the Congress’ election 

manifesto of 1937.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

118. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Trade Union Act, 1926: 
1. It dealt with the registration and regulation of 

trade unions.
2. It recognised trade unions as legal associations. 
3. It removed all the restrictions on political 

activities of trade unions. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

119. Which of the following is/ are correct with respect 
to the Trade Disputes Act, 1929?
1. It provides a system for settling industrial 

disputes. 
2. It provided right to strike to the Trade unions. 
3. Strikes in public utility services without notice 

were made illegal. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

120. With reference to Trade Union Act of 1926, 
consider the following:
1. Trade unions were made immune from 

prosecution for legitimate activities.
2. It forbade sympathetic strikes which were 

political in nature.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

121. With reference to the Public Safety Bill introduced 
in 1928, which of the following statements is 
incorrect?
(a) It empowered the government to deport 

undesirable and subversive foreigners.
(b) It aimed to contain the spread of socialist and 

communists’ ideas.
(c) It was supported by the Swarajists in the 

assembly.
(d) It was defeated in the assembly and could not 

become an act.

122. This tribal movement was led by the hill tribes 
of the Western Ghats, who resented the British 
policy of annexation. They had lost their means 
of livelihood after the annexation of the Maratha 
territories by the British. This resulted in their 
revolt against British under Chittur Singh. The 
British followed a pacifist policy towards them and 
even recruited some of them into the hill police.
Which of the following tribal movements is 
described above?
(a) Khasi Uprisings.
(b) Ramosi Risings.
(c) Kol Mutiny.
(d) Khond Uprisings.

123. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Rampa rebellion:
1. Andhra Pradesh was the main centre of the 

revolt.
2. One of the reasons for the rebellion was the 

commercial exploitation of forests.
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3. The leadership was provided by the muttadars or 
estate holders.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

124. Which of the following statements regarding the 
Sanyasi Revolt is correct?
(a) This revolt was not secular, as only Hindu 

sanyasis participated.
(b) This revolt occurred during the tenure of Lord 

Wellesley.
(c) There was no female participation in this revolt.
(d) Bankim Chandra’s Anandmath was based on the 

sanyasi revolt.

125. With reference to All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS), 
consider the following statements:
1. AIKS influenced the position of nationalist 

movement on abolition of landlordism.
2. AIKS was split on communist and non-

communist lines during the second World War.
3. The Congress manifesto for 1937 provincial 

elections was influenced by the AIKS agenda.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

126. With reference to Indian National Trade Union 
Congress (INTUC), which of the statements given 
below is/are correct?
1. It was established in 1947 in cooperation with 

the Indian National Congress.
2. It was influenced by the communist ideas.
3. Vallabhbhai Patel was the president of the 

inaugural conference in 1947.
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

127. In the context of Mappila Revolt during 1920’s, 
which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. The revolt took place because of the religious 

interferences in the region by the British.
2. Mahatma Gandhi addressed Mappila meetings 

to support the agitators. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

128. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Paika Rebellion?
1. There was no other violent uprising in the region 

after the suppression of the rebellion.
2. It succeeded in getting large reductions in 

assessments.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

129. With reference to the Peasant movements in India, 
consider the following statements: 
1. Hindoo Patriot editor Harish Chandra Mukherji 

wrote about the plight of the indigo planters.
2. Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act 1879 extended 

to the districts of Poona, Satara, Solapur and 
Ahmednagar.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

130. What was/were the impact/impacts of American 
Civil War on the Peasants (ryots) in India?
1. Crash in the cotton prices after the end of the 

American Civil War.
2. Reduction of land revenue by 50% all over India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

131. In the context of peasant movements during 
freedom struggle, consider the following pairs:

Movement Person
1. Eka movement Madari Pasi
2. Indigo movement Digambar Biswas
3. Malabar movement Ali Musaliar

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

132. Consider the following statements 
1. Chuar Uprisings was result of economic distress 

and high land revenue demand of British. 
2. Kol Uprisings of Chottanagpur was led by 

Buddhu Bhagat. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

133. With reference to modern Indian history, which 
of the following option correctly describe the term 
‘Poligars’? 
(a) Holders of territory, consisting of a few villages, 

granted to them by the ruler in return for 
military service. 

(b) Agrarian leagues formed in South India to fight 
oppressive economic policies of British rule. 

(c) Courts formed in Bihar to adjudicate the cases 
between ryots and zamindars. 

(d) Armed unit formed by powerful zamindars of 
South India.

134. Consider the following statements: 
1. Diwan Velu Thampi’s revolt in Travancore was 

against the high land revenue imposed by British.
2. Hill tribesmen of Rampa revolted against 

government forest regulation. 
3. Poligars of Dindigul and Malabar rose up against 

the oppressive land revenue system under 
British. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

135. Bakshi Jagabandhu, a famous freedom fighter is 
associated with 
(a) Waghera Rising 
(b) Paika Rebellion
(c) Poligars Revolt 
(d) Kutch Rebellion 

136. With reference to the Kuka movement, consider 
the following statements: 
1. The movement started as a religious purification 

of Sikhism. 
2. It aimed at overthrowing British rule after British 

took over Punjab. 
3. The movement called for the boycott of 

educational institutions and laws established by 
British. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

137. With reference to Santhal Rebellion of 1855, 
consider the following statements: 
1. It was an anti-British rebellion. 
2. The Santhals declared the area between 

Bhagalpur and Rajmahal as autonomous. 
3. The rebellion ended with a mutual treaty 

between the East India Company and Santhals. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

138. Which of the following was/were the characteristics 
of peasant movements after 1857? 
1. Limited territorial reach 
2. Ending colonialism was their main target 
3. Awareness of legal rights 
4. Ending completely the exploitation of peasants 
5. Formation of long-term organisations 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 5 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

139. Which of the following was the primary cause 
behind the Indigo Revolt of 1859-60? 
(a) Forceful eviction of peasants from their land 
(b) Protest against zamindars regarding the 

occupancy rights 
(c) Forcing peasants to grow indigo plantations and 

paying low remunerative prices 
(d) Heavy taxation and ban on export of indigo 

140. Which of the following methods were used by the 
peasants during the Pabna revolt of 1870s? 
1. Organisation of rent strikes 
2. Formation of agrarian league 
3. Use of large-scale violence to assert their rights
4. Challenging zamindars in the courts 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

141. The revolt occurred in 1899-1900 in the region 
south of Ranchi. The rebellion began as a 
religious movement and later gathered political 
force to fight against introduction of feudal and 
zamindari tenures. The rebels attacked police 
stations and churches, and raided the property 
of moneylenders and zamindars. They claimed 
Chhotanagpur as their area in 1879. 
Which of the following is being referred to in the 
above passage? 
(a) Chuar Uprisings 
(b) Munda Rebellion 
(c) Khond Uprisings 
(d) Bhil Revolts 

142. Which of the following causes were responsible for 
Munda Uprising? 
1. Exploitation by money-lenders and forest 

contractors. 
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2. Religious encroachment by outsiders. 
3. Replacement of the Khuntkatti system with the 

Zamindari system 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

143. With reference to the Tana Bhagat movement, 
consider the following statements: 
1. The movement started as a protest against the 

interference of outsiders. 
2. The movement demanded Indian swaraj through 

massive demonstrations and violence. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

144. With reference to peasant movements, consider 
the following: 
1. Home Rule activists played important role 

in organization of Kisan Sabha’s in United 
Provinces. 

2. The All-India Kisan Congress/Sabha was 
founded in 1936 with Swami Sahajanand 
Saraswati as the President.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

145. Consider the following: 
1. Eka Movement or Unity Movement was a 

peasant movement in the United Provinces. 
2. The grassroot leadership of Eka movement came 

from educated upper-caste leaders. 
3. The members of the movement refused to do 

forced labour and pay only the recorded rent. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

146. With reference to the Bardoli Satyagraha, consider 
the following statements: 
1. It was protest against increase in the land revenue 

by 30 per cent. 
2. Special emphasis was placed on the mobilisation 

of women. 
3. Mahatma Gandhi gave Vallabhbhai Patel the title 

of “Sardar”. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

147. Consider the following pairs:

Uprisings Leader
1. Faraizi revolt Mirza Ghulam Ahmed
2. Pagal Panthis revolt Tipu Shah
3. Santhal uprising Sidhu Murmu

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 3 only

148. Regarding the Deccan Riots of 1870s, which of the 
following statements is incorrect? 
(a) The root cause of the protest was the introduction 

of Ryotwari system. 
(b) The Satyashodhak Samaj organised campaign 

for the peasants’ cause. 
(c) Social boycott was used as a major instrument 

of protest. 
(d) It led to the passage of the Deccan Agriculturists 

Relief Act in 1879.

149. The peasant movements of the 20th century was/
were characterized by 
1. Participation of small zamindars. 
2. Active participation in Indian National 

Movement. 
3. Influence of communists and Marxists. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

150. In the context of tribal movements against the 
British rule, consider the following statements:
1. Tribal movements of north east were agrarian in 

nature.
2. Mainland tribal movements often favored 

complete independence from Indian Union.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

151. With reference to the Eka movement, consider the 
following statements: 
1. The movement was started against the oppression 

of thikadars. 
2. The movement was led by low-caste leaders and 

small zamindars. 
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3. It wanted to abolish the zamindari system. 
4. The movement came to an end with the passage 

of the Awadh Rent (Amendment) Act. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

152. Which of the following was the reason for 
Patharughat uprisings of 1894 in Assam? 
(a) Protest against the imposition of land tax by the 

British government. 
(b) Failure of the British government to protect 

these areas from Kuki violence. 
(c) Resentment against the denial of customary 

rights over forests. 
(d) Settlement of outsiders in the Assam region.

153. With reference to civilian uprisings in history of 
India, consider the following statements:
1. The economic hardship resulting from heavy 

taxation was the reason behind Sanyasi rebellion.
2. Wahabi movement was an Islamic revivalist 

movement under the leadership of Syed Ahmad 
Khan.

3. The oppressive land revenue system was the 
reason for the revolt by Poligars in Malabar.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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SOLUTIONS

2.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Brahmo samaj was established by 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy in 1828. It supported monotheism 
of Vedas and Unitarianism of Christianity. It opposed 
idol worship. Prayers, meditation and readings of the 
Upanishads were to be the forms of worship and no graven 
image, statue or sculpture, carving, painting, picture, 
portrait, etc., were to be allowed in the Samaj buildings, 
thus underlining the Samaj’s opposition to idolatry and 
meaningless rituals.
Statement 2 is correct. It denied the need for priestly 
class for interpreting religious writings. It discarded the 
faith in divine incarnation. It denounced polytheism and 
criticized caste system.
The long-term agenda of the Brahmo Samaj—to purify 
Hinduism and to preach monotheism.
It took no definite stand on the doctrine of Karma and 
transmigration of soul and left it to individual Brahmos to 
believe either way. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Brahmo Samaj contested 
the doctrine that the Vedas are infallible. It believed 
that no scripture or man is infallible. The doctrine that 
the Vedas are infallible was given by Dayanand Saraswati 
who founded the Arya Samaj.

2. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
National Social Conference also referred to social reform 
cell of Indian National Congress (INC) was formed in 
1887 by Mahadev Govind Ranade. Leaders of INC were 
of the view that Congress platform should be devoted 
to political topics only and formed National Social 
Conference as an adjunct to INC for this purpose. The 
Conference advocated inter-caste marriages and opposed 
kulinism and polygamy.

3. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
SatyaShodhak Samaj was founded by Jyotirao Phule 
on September 24, 1873. The goal of the group was fight 
against Brahaminical domination and upliftment of 
downtrodden groups such as women and shudras. He 
demanded representation of all classes of the Hindus in 
all the local bodies, in services and institutions and also 
established a primary school.
The aims and objectives of SatyaShodhak Samaj were as 
follows:

Spread of education among Shudras to make them aware 
of their rights and get them out of the influence of sacred 
books made by the Brahmins.
To unite all shudras and ati-shudras against Brahminical 
order and culture.
Establishing ideal society based on Faith in one god 
without intermediaries like priest and rejection of caste 
system and four varna division of society. 
Membership of the Satyashodhak Samaj was open to all 
those who accepted it ideology irrespective of their caste, 
sect and religion.

4. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Calcutta Unitarian 
Committee was established by Rammohan Roy, 
Dwarkanath Tagore and William Adam in 1823. It 
sought to bring together prominent Brahmins who were 
friends of Roy’s and supporters of his agenda for the 
promotion of religious monotheism and social reform 
among Hindus with British and European residents of 
Calcutta who were Unitarian Christians. 
Statement 2 is correct. On the occasion of the anniversary 
festival on 24th January 1886, Keshab Chandra Sen laid 
the foundation stone of his mandir called the Tabernacle 
of New Dispensation. Keshab and his followers marched 
to the proposed spot early in the morning performing 
sankirtan and this was the first Brahmo street procession 
and it was the first of its kind in Calcutta. 
Statement 3 is correct. Indian Reform Association was 
established in 1870 at Calcutta by Keshab Chandra Sen 
to create put into practice ideas that he got during his 
visit to Britain. 
Indian Reform Association was formed with Keshab 
Chandra Sen as its President. It represented the secular 
side of the Brahmo Samaj and included many who did not 
belong to Brahmo Samaj.

5. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
• Neeldarpan was written by Dinabandhu Mitra - 

1858-59 (During the Indigo Revolt) 
• Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian to 

succeed in the Indian Civil Services Examination – 
1863 (Surendranath Banerjee, Subash Chandra Bose 
also cleared ICS in later years) 

• Swami Dayanand established Arya Samaj - 1875 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath – 
1882
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6. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statements 2 and 3 are correct. Dr. Rukhmabai (1864 
–1955) was an Indian physician and feminist. She is 
best known for being one of the first practising women 
doctors in colonial India as well as being involved in a 
landmark legal case involving her marriage as a child 
bride between 1884 and 1888.
She was married off at the young age of eleven with 
Dadaji Bhikaji, who was nineteen years old. She stayed 
at her parent’s house and she educated herself under 
the guidance of her stepfather. In 1885, after 12 years 
of marriage, Bhikaji filed a petition in the court and 
sought “restitution of conjugal rights”. 
Rakhmabai Defense Committee was formed by Behramji 
Malabari and Pandita Ramabai in her defence. In March 
1887, Rukhmabai was ordered to go live with her husband 
or spend six months in Jail. Rukhmabai wrote to Queen 
Victoria about her situation. The Queen overruled the 
court’s verdict and dissolved the marriage. In July of 1888, 
Dadaji accepted monetary compensation of two thousand 
rupees to dissolve the marriage. The case continued for 4 
years until Dadaji was compensated in 1888, outside of 
court. The case was instrumental in the drafting of the 
Age of Consent Act in 1891.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Education wasn’t an issue in this 
case.

7. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
The British enforced the Forest Act of 1865 and 1878 
and established monopoly over the forested land. Also, 
the extension of settled agriculture into tribal areas 
was contrary to the tribal practice of Shifting Cultivation. 
Extension of Settled Agriculture led to influx of non-
tribals in the tribal area. This reduced the tribals to 
labourers in lands they had been owning for generations.
Thus, with the arrival of British, the social and economic 
structure which existed for centuries was disrupted. The 
handover of tribal lands and the encroachment of 
moneylenders, merchants and British laws generated a 
lot of pressure on the tribal life. This provided grounds 
for common grounds for tribal insurrection.

8. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
The British were alarmed by the frequent strikes and 
rising influence of the communists in the trade unions 
which gave it a militant character. To control the Indian 
working class the Trade Disputes Act, 1929 was passed.
The 1929 Act made provisions for establishment of 
Courts of Inquiry and Consultation Board with a view 
to investigate and settle trade disputes. It also stated 
that incitement to participate in an unlawful strike was 
a criminal offence, punishable by imprisonment for up 
to two years. For a lawful strike one month’s notice was 
to be given.

9. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Santals belonged to Bengal 
Region commonly known as SANTHAL HOOL were 
the worst sufferers due to the permanent settlement. 
The Santhals under the leadership of Sidhu and Kanhu 
raised in 1856 with a view to put an end to colonial 
rule in India. They disrupted the railway and postal 
communications between Bhagalpur and Rajmahal. The 
Rebellion was pacified with the creation of a separate 
district consisting of the Santhal Parganas. The British 
hoped that by creating a new territory for the Santhals and 
imposing some special laws within it, the Santhals could 
be conciliated.
Statement 2 is correct. After the rebellion was suppressed, 
the British passed the Santhal Pargana Tenancy Act, 
1876 which prohibit the transfer of santhal owned land 
to a non-Santhal.

10. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Indigo (Neel) is a blue dye which comes from the Indigo 
plant. It was widely grown in India firstly for the East India 
Company and later for the British Raj. In the nineteenth 
century, it was one of the most profitable commodities 
traded in the European market often called “Blue Gold”.
There was a significant increase in the Indigo production 
in the 18th and 19th century in Bengal and Bihar due to 
increasing demand and production. Though the revolts 
of farmers and oppressive zamindari system had some 
negative impact on indigo farming, a major reason for 
its falling cultivation was the invention of Synthetic 
indigo, which made natural indigo non-profitable for 
farmers as well as traders. 

11. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
In 1874, the British replaced the traditional Khuntkari 
system of Munda tribals by the zamindari system. The 
introduction of zamindari system created the classes of 
zamindars (landlords) and ryots (tenants) . Following the 
monetisation of economy, the tribals had to depend on 
cash for paying the rent and for meeting their daily needs. 
This made them dependent on the money-lenders.
Munda Rebellion is one of the prominent 19th century 
tribal rebellions in the subcontinent. Birsa Munda led this 
movement in the region of south Ranchi in 1899-1900. 
Aimed at establishing Munda Raj or Munda rule in 
this region, revolt came to be known as The Ulgulan 
(meaning total revolt) or “the Great Tumult”.

2.2. Socio Religious Reforms

12. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. In 1867, Atmaram 
Pandurang founded the Prarthana Samaj in Bombay. 
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The important leaders were Mahadeo Govind Ranade, 
R.G. Bhandarkar (1837-1925) and N.G. Chandavarkar 
(1855-1923). 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. In 1910, Saralabala Devi 
Choudharani founded the ‘Bharat Stree Mahamandal’ 
in Allahabad,
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Sambad Kaumudi was 
a Bengali weekly newspaper published from Kolkata in 
the first half of the 19th century by Ram Mohan Roy 
(and not Dwarkanath Tagore). It was a noted pro-
Reformist publication that actively campaigned for the 
abolition(stop) of the Sati Pratha. 

13. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
During the late 1820s and early 1830s, there emerged a 
radical, intellectual trend among the youth in Bengal, 
which came to be known as the ‘Young Bengal Movement’. 
A young Anglo-Indian, Henry Vivian Derozio (1809-
31), who taught at the Hindu College from 1826 to 1831, 
was the leader and inspirer of this progressive trend. 
Statement 1 is correct. Drawing inspiration from the 
great French Revolution, Derozio inspired his pupils 
to think freely and rationally, question all authority, 
love liberty, equality and freedom, and oppose decadent 
customs and traditions. The Derozians also supported 
women’s rights and education. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Derozians failed to have 
a long-term impact. The main reason for their limited 
success was the prevailing social conditions at that time, 
which were not ripe for the adoption of radical ideas. 
Further, there was no support from any other social group 
or class. The Derozians lacked any real link with the 
masses; for instance, they failed to take up the peasants’ 
cause. In fact, their radicalism was bookish in character. 
Their total faith in the British and in English education, 
their rationalism and scientism derived from the West set 
them apart from the masses of Indians. 

14. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Women’s Indian Association was a heritage welfare 
organization of the women by the women for the women. 
It was formed on 8th May 1917 at Adyar, Chennai. It is 
the first Women’s Association, which brought all Indian 
women together for mutual assistance. The main aim of the 
organization was to obtain women’s franchise to represent 
in the local state and central legislatures. It was founded by 
women’s rights activists such as Annie Besant, Margaret 
Cousins, Dr Muthulakshmi Reddy, Sister Subbalaskmi 
and Sarojini Naidu. Other personalities are associated 
with the association are Vasumathy Ramaswamy, Ammu 
Swaminathan. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Heerabai 
Tata, Lady Sadasiva Aiyer. 

15. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Option 1 is correct. The Wahabi Movement was 

essentially an Islamic revivalist movement founded 
by Syed Ahmed of Rai Bareilly who was inspired by the 
teachings of Abdul Wahab (1703-87) of Saudi Arabia 
and Shah Waliullah of Delhi. Syed Ahmed condemned 
the western influence on Islam and advocated a return 
to pure Islam and society as it was in the Arabia of the 
Prophet’s time. 
Option 2 is correct. The Deoband Movement was 
organised by the orthodox section among the Muslim 
ulema as a revivalist movement with the twin objectives 
of propagating pure teachings of the Quran and Hadis 
among Muslims and keeping alive the spirit of jihad 
against the foreign rulers. 
Option 3 is correct. A group of westerners led by Madame 
H.P. Blavatsky (1831- 1891) and Colonel M.S. Olcott, who 
were inspired by Indian thought and culture, founded the 
Theosophical Society in 
New York City, United States in 1875. In 1882, they shifted 
their headquarters to Adyar, on the outskirts of Madras 
(at that time) in India. It accepted the Hindu beliefs in 
reincarnation and karma, and drew inspiration from 
the philosophy of the Upanishads and samkhya, yoga 
and Vedanta schools of thought. As religious revivalists, 
the Theosophists did not attain much success, but as a 
movement of westerners glorifying Indian religious and 
philosophical traditions, it gave much needed self-respect 
to the Indians fighting British colonial rule.

16. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Besides being a leader and 
organizer of the lower caste movement, Phule was also 
an original thinker. In Brahmanache Kasab (1869) 
Phule has exposed the exploitation of Brahmin priests. In 
Gulamgiri (1873) he has given a historical survey of the 
slavery of lower castes. In 1883 he published a collection 
of his speeches under the title shetkaryancha Asud 
(The cultivator’s whip-cord) where he has analyzed how 
peasants were being exploited in those days.
Statement 2 is correct: E.V. Ramasamy Naicker published 
an English Magazine under the title ‘Revolt’ in 1928. He 
also published a Tamil weekly under the title “Kudi Arasu” 
to spread the principles of self-respect. 
Statement 3 is correct. B.R. Ambedkar on January 31, 
1920, started a newspaper called Mooknayak, literally 
translates to the leader of voiceless. 

17. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
In 1848, several educated young men formed the Students’ 
Literary and Scientific Society, which had two branches, 
the Gujarati and the Marathi Dnyan Prasarak Mandalis. 
The Society organized lectures on popular science and 
social questions. One of the aims of the society was to 
start schools for the education of women. Founders 
were Dadabhai Naurozji, Behramji Khursedji, Vinayak 
Harichand, and others. 
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18. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
There were two major types of religious reform 
movements in British India – the reformist and the 
revivalist movements. 
The approach of the revivalist movements was as followed 
– 
1. Emphasis was on the Vedic or the original scriptural 

authority 
2. They did not oppose all forms of religious reforms. 

In fact, Dayananda launched a frontal attack on 
Hindu orthodoxy, caste rigidities, untouchability, 
idolatry, polytheism, belief in magic, charms and 
animal sacrifices, taboo on sea voyages, feeding the 
dead through shraddhas, etc. Inter-caste marriages 
and widow remarriages were also encouraged. Equal 
status for women was the demand of the Samaj, both 
in letter and in spirit. 

3. Advocated return to a purer form of religion. 
Example the Wahabi or the Deobandi movements 
condemned the western influence on Islam and 
advocated a return to pure Islam and society as it was 
in the Arabia of the Prophet’s time 

4. They did not call for a revival of the Vedic times. 
Dayananda’s slogan of ‘Back to the Vedas’ was a call 
for a revival of Vedic learning and Vedic purity of 
religion and not a revival of Vedic times. He accepted 
modernity and displayed a patriotic attitude to 
national problems 

5. They criticised the western notion of cultural 
superiority - The Arya Samaj was able to give self-
respect and self-confidence to the Hindus which 
helped to undermine the myth of superiority of whites 
and the Western culture. 

The reformist movements like that of Swami Vivekanand 
or Ram Mohan Roy sought to completely reform all the 
ills of the religion while being inclusive of the western 
thought and knowledge. 
The revivalist movements on the other hand were 
the result of a reaction to Western influences and they 
wanted to purify the religion as per the original teachings. 
Examples include the Arya Samaj movement, the Wahabi 
and the Deobandi movements, etc. 

19. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Indian Social Conference 
was founded by M.G. Ranade and Raghunath Rao. It 
met annually from its first session in Madras in 1887 at 
the same time and venue as the Indian National Congress. 
Statement 2 is correct. It focussed attention on the social 
issues of importance and could be called the social 
reform cell of the Indian National Congress. 
Statement 3 is correct. It launched the ‘Pledge Movement’ 
to inspire people to take a pledge against child marriage. 

20. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
1. Raja Rammohan Roy founded the Brahmo Sabha in 

August 1828; it was later renamed Brahmo Samaj. 
2. The Rahnumai Mazdayasnan Sabha (Religious 

Reform Association) was founded in 1851 by a group 
of English educated Parsis for the “regeneration of the 
social conditions of the Parsis and the restoration of 
the Zoroastrian religion to its pristine purity”. 

3. Prarthana Samaj was founded by Atmaram 
Pandurang in 1867 with the help of Keshab Chandra 
Sen in Maharashtra. 

4. Servants of India Society was founded by Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale in 1905 with the help of M.G. 
Ranade. 

21. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. The Bengal Sati Regulation 
which banned the Sati practice in all jurisdictions of 
British India was passed on December 4, 1829 by the then 
Governor-General Lord William Bentinck (1828-35). 
The regulation described the practice of Sati as revolting 
to the feelings of human nature. 
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched. The relentless efforts of 
a Parsi reformer, B.M. Malabari, were rewarded by the 
enactment of the Age of Consent Act (1891) which 
forbade the marriage of girls below the age of 12. The act 
was passed during the tenure of Viceroy Lord Landowne 
(1888-94). 
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Widow Remarriage Act 
of 1856 was passed when Lord Dalhousie (1848-56) was 
the governor-general of India. It was mainly due to the 
efforts of Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar (1820-91), 
the principal of Sanskrit College, Calcutta that the Hindu 
Widows’ Remarriage Act, 1856, was passed; it legalised 
marriage of widows and declared issues from such 
marriages as legitimate. 

22. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The reformers helped to unify 
the people of India into one nation by attacking the caste 
system and untouchability. The cultural and ideological 
struggle taken up by the socio-religious movements 
helped to build up national consciousness. The reform 
movements fostered feelings of self-respect, self-
reliance and patriotism among the Indians. They, thus, 
paved the way for the growth of nationalism. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. One of the major limitations 
of the religious reform movements was that they had a 
narrow social base, namely the educated and urban 
middle classes, while the needs of the vast masses of 
peasantry and the urban poor were ignored. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Many reformers advocated 
modern Western education but some turned towards 
traditional education system. The Arya Samaj established 
Gurukuls to propagate traditional ideals of education. 
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A network of schools and colleges both for boys and girls 
were also established by the Arya Samaj. 
Rammohan Roy established a Vedanta College where 
both Indian learning and Western social and physical 
science courses were offered. 

23. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Option a is correct. Annie Besant was the president of 
the theosophical society. She laid the foundation of the 
Central Hindu College in Benaras in 1898. She launched 
a campaign to demand self-government for India after 
the war on the lines of white colonies. She campaigned 
through her newspapers, New India and Commonweal, 
and through public meetings. She also set up the Home 
Rule League in 1916 in Madras. The efforts of Tilak and 
Annie Besant towards the Moderate-Extremist reunion 
at Lucknow (1916) revived the Congress as an effective 
instrument of Indian nationalism. She was the INC 
president at the Calcutta session in 1917. 
Option b is incorrect. Madame Bhikaji Cama was a 
Parsi revolutionary who operated from Paris and Geneva 
and brought out journal Bande Mataram. She supported 
the founding of Shyamji Krishna Varma’s Indian Home 
Rule Society in 1905. She hurled the Indian nationalist 
flag at a meeting in Stuttgart, Germany which she called 
the “Flag of Indian Independence”. Bhikaiji Cama moved 
to Paris where she founded the Paris Indian Society. 
Munchershah Burjorji Godrej and S.R. Rana were the co-
founders of this society. 
Option c is incorrect. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 
was a social reformer, freedom fighter and a champion 
of Indian handicrafts, handloom, theatre, and the 
cooperative movement. She also played significant roles 
in establishing the All-India Handicrafts Board, the Crafts 
Council of India and the National School of Drama. She 
also became the Organizing Secretary for the All-India 
Women Conference (AIWC). 
Option d is incorrect. Sarala Devi Chaudhurani was an 
educationist and political activist who founded Bharat 
Stree Mahamandal in Allahabad in 1910. This was the first 
women’s organization in India. One of the primary goals 
of the organization was to promote female education. She 
started the Lakshmi Bhandar (women’s store) in Kolkata 
to popularize native handicrafts produced by women. 

24. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. Justice Movement was 
started in Madras Presidency by C.N. Mudaliar, T.M. 
Nair and P. Tyagaraja to secure jobs and representation 
for the non-brahmins in the legislature. In 1917, Madras 
Presidency Association was formed which demanded 
separate representation for the lower castes in the 
legislature. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. In 1924, the Vaikom 
Satyagraha led by K.P. Kesava Menon, was launched in 
Kerala demanding the throwing open of Hindu temples 
and roads to the untouchables. 

Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Self-Respect Movement 
was started by E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker, in the mid-
1920s. The movement aimed at nothing short of a 
rejection of the Brahminical religion and culture which 
Naicker felt was the prime instrument of exploitation of 
the lower castes. 

25. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Gopalhari Deshmukh- 
1. He was a social reformer and rationalist from 

Maharashtra. 
2. He played a leading role in founding periodicals 

Gyan Prakash, Indu Prakash and Lokahitavadi. 
3. He attacked Hindu orthodoxy and supported social 

and religious equality. 
4. He held the post of a judge under British Raj. 
5. He wrote a weekly “Prabhakar” under the pen name of 

Lokahitawadi on social reform issues. 

26. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar wrote 
‘Borno Porichoy’, an elementary level book for learning 
Bengali alphabets, where he reconstructed Bengali 
alphabets and reformed it into typography of 12 vowels 
and 40 consonants. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. It was not that he did not 
believe in knowledge based on scriptures. In fact, 
he was against the priestly monopoly of scriptural 
knowledge and for this he opened the Sanskrit college to 
non-Brahmins. 
Statement 3 is correct. He was one of the pioneers of 
higher education for women in India as secretary of 
Bethune school. 

27. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Keshab Chandra Sen was 
convinced, however, that Christian doctrine could bring 
new life to a stratified Hindu society, which he perceived 
as rigid. So he tried to incorporate Christian theology 
into Hindu thought 
Statement 2 is incorrect. He founded the Brahmo Samaj 
of India in 1866 while Debendranath Tagore’s Samaj 
came to be known as Adi Brahmo samaj. 

28. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Arya Samaj opposes worship 
of images, animal sacrifice, shraddha (rituals on behalf 
of ancestors), basing caste upon birth rather than upon 
merit, untouchability, child marriage, pilgrimages, priestly 
craft, and temple offerings. Unlike the Arya Samaj, 
the Ramkrishna Mission recognises the utility and 
value of image worship in developing spiritual fervour 
and worship of the eternal omnipotent God, although it 
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emphasises the essential spirit and not the symbols or 
rituals. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Arya Samaj gave the call for 
revival of Vedic learning, not the revival of Vedic time. 
Statement 3 is correct. Arya Samaj opposed the 
conversion of Hindus to Islam and thus organized 
Shuddhi movement. But Ramkrishna mission 
considered the junction of both Hinduism and Islam is 
necessary for our motherland. 

29. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Theosophical Society accepted 
the Hindu beliefs in reincarnation and Karma and drew 
inspirations from the philosophy of the Upanishads and 
Samakhya, Yoga and Vedanta school of thought. 
Statement 2 is correct. Theosophical Society advocated 
for the upliftment of outcastes and improvement in the 
condition of workers. It also opposed child marriage, 
caste discrimination. 
Statement 3 is correct. Theosophical Society glorified 
the Indian religions and philosophical traditions 
and thus gave new self-respect to the Indians fighting 
British colonial rule. 

30. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Kavyaphule was a book of poems by Savitribai Phule. 
The book had 41 poems, which dwelt on nature, education, 
and the caste system. She also edited a book of speeches 
by Jyotirao and wrote his biography titled ‘Bavankashi 
Subodharatnakar’ (The Ocean of Pure Gems). The 
biography was written in verse. 
Langal and ganabani was written by Gopu Chakravarti 
and Dharani Goswami. 
 Gulamgiri was the work of Jyotirao phule 

31. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Various Socio-religious 
movements in South India (including Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu) were focused on upliftment of the untouchables 
by demanding equality, participation in legislatures, entry 
into temples and refuting the orthodox ideas. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Justice Movement was started 
in Madras Presidency by C.N. Mudaliar, T.M. Nair 
and P. Tyagaraja to secure jobs and representation for 
the non-brahmins in the legislature. In 1917, Madras 
Presidency Association was formed which demanded 
separate representation for the lower castes in the 
legislature. 
Statement 3 is correct. Self-Respect Movement was 
started by E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker, a Balija Naidu, in 
the mid-1920s. The movement aimed at nothing short of 
a rejection of the brahminical religion and culture which 
Naicker felt was the prime instrument of exploitation of 
the lower castes. He sought to undermine the position 

of Brahmin priests by formalising weddings without 
Brahmin priests. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. Kalaram Temple entry 
movement formed a pivotal role in the Dalit movement 
in India. B. K (Dadasaheb) Gaikwad and Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar led a protest outside the temple on 2 March 
1930, in order to allow Dalits into the temple. The 
movement was to have a right to enter temple, it was more 
towards having equal rights. 

32. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Raja Ram Mohan Roy established 
Vedanta college in 1825 in which courses in both Indian 
learning and western social and physical sciences were 
offered. 
Statement 2 is correct. The religious practices in 
Brahmo Samaj were free from Hindu ceremonialism. 
The Samaj also tried to incorporate teachings of other 
religions and kept its emphasis on human dignity. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. He supported David Hare’s 
efforts to found the Hindu college in Calcutta in 1817. 
Central Hindu college in Benaras was established by 
Annie Besant in 1898. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. The Bangabhasha Prakasika 
Sabha was formed in 1836 by associates of Rammohan 
Roy. 

33. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. The Deoband Movement 
begun at the Darul Uloom (or Islamic academic centre), 
Deoband, in Saharanpur district (United Provinces) in 
1866 by Mohammad Qasim Nanotavi (1832-80) and 
Rashid Ahmed Gangohi (1828-1905) to train religious 
leaders for the Muslim community. The Deoband 
Movement was a revivalist movement with the twin 
objectives of propagating pure teachings of the Quran and 
Hadis among Muslims and keeping alive the spirit of jihad 
against the foreign rulers. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. Taayuuni Movement was 
founded in Dacca (1839). 
Karamat Ali Jaunpuri was associated with it. The 
movement opposed Faraizi movement and supported the 
British rule in India. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. Ahmadiyya Movement. The 
Ahmadiyya forms a sect of Islam which originated from 
India. It was founded by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in 1889. 
It was based on liberal principles. The movement spread 
Western liberal education among the Indian Muslims. 
Pair 4 is correctly matched. Wahabi/Walliullah 
Movement was founded by Sayyid Ahmad (1786-1831) 
of Rae Bareli, the Wahhabi Movement in India was a 
vigorous movement for socio-religious reforms in Indo-
Islamic society in the nineteenth century with strong 
political undercurrents. 
The teachings of Walliullah were popularized by Shah 
Abdul Aziz and Syed Ahmed Barelvi who also gave them 
a political perspective. The teachings of Abdul Wahab of 
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Arabia and the preachings of Shah Walliullah (1702-1763) 
inspired this essentially revivalist response to Western 
influences and the degeneration which had set in among 
Indian Muslims and called for a return to the true spirit 
of Islam. 

34. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Option d is correct. DK Karve was a social reformer in 
India in the field of women’s welfare. He advocated widow 
remarriage and he himself married a widow. He made the 
efforts for the emancipation of widows in western India. 
He himself married a widow in 1893. He dedicated his 
life to the upliftment of Hindu widows and became the 
secretary of the Widow Remarriage Association. He 
opened a widows’ home in Poona to give the high caste 
widows an interest in life by providing them with facilities 
for vocational training. 

35. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Vaikom Satyagraha- was led by K.P. Kesava in 1924 
demanding the throwing open of Hindu temples and 
roads to untouchables. 
Social service League was founded by Narayan Malhar 
Joshi in Bombay to secure for the masses better and 
reasonable conditions of life and work. 
Self-Respect movement-was started by E.V Ramaswamy 
Naickar for the rejection of Brahmanical religion 
and culture as he felt it was the prime reason for the 
exploitation of lower class. 
All-India Trade Union Congress- was founded by 
Narayan Malhar Joshi in 1920. 

36. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Halipratha was a system of life-
long and hereditary attachment of lower caste to upper 
castes. 
Statement 2 is correct. Under this system, the Publas 
of South Gujarat were attached to higher caste 
Anvil Brahmans of South Gujarat. It began when any 
agricultural labour took debt from higher castes and was 
attached to the master for life. They were not sold but their 
services could be transferred from one master to another.

37. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Established by Swami Dayanand Saraswati, the Arya 
Samaj was revivalist in form and reformist in nature. The 
organisation was formally set up at Bombay in 1875 and 
later the headquarter was shifted to Lahore. Its vision of 
India included a classless and casteless society and an 
India free from foreign rule. It believed in the supremacy 
of the Vedas, but also advocated individual interpretation 
and condemned orthodox elements like idolatry, 
untouchability, etc. It also promoted women equality and 
welfare.

38. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Mahadev Govind Ranade: 
• He was a founding member of the Congress.
• Ranade was also an early member of the Prarthana 

Samaj (Prayer Society).
• Ranade believed in improving the status of women 

and promoted the idea of widow remarriage. 
• He founded the Indian Social Conference along with 

Raghunath Rao to focus attention on the social issues 
of importance. 

• By 1893, Ranade had become a judge of the Bombay 
High Court. 

• For him, economic development meant prioritising 
industry and commerce over agriculture. 

39. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Social Service League was founded by Narayan Malhar 
Joshi, a follower of Gokhale, in Bombay in 1911. Its 
primary objective was to secure for the masses better and 
reasonable conditions of life and work. They organised 
many schools, libraries, reading rooms, day nurseries and 
cooperative societies.

40. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. In 1867, Keshab Chandra Sen 
helped Atmaram Pandurang found the Prarthana Samaj 
in Bombay. On the whole, the samaj was more concerned 
with social reforms than with religion. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Prarthana Samaj tried to take 
inspiration from the Indian sources. In fact, the Samaj 
claimed itself as a continuation of the Bhakti movement. 
Statement 3 is correct. Raising the age of marriage for 
both males and females was one of the four-point social 
agenda of Prarthana Samaj. Other agendas included 
disapproval of caste system, women’s education and 
widow remarriage. 

41. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement d is correct. All India Women’s Conference, 
National Council of Women in India and Women’s 
India Association articulated the arguments in favour 
of raising of the age for marriage and consent before the 
Joshi Committee.

42. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
M G Ranade was associated with all the given three 
associations:
• The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha (1870) was founded in 

Poona by the new intelligentsia with M. G. Ranade as 
its guiding force. It demanded Indian representation 
in parliament, focused on agrarian problems and 
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protested publicly against the Vernacular Press Act of 
1878.

• Atmaram Pandurang, M.G. Ranade and R.G. 
Bhandarkar are associated with Prathna Samaj, 
founded in Bombay in 1867. It was inspired by 
Brahmo Samaj and laid emphasis on monotheism, 
upliftment of women and abolition of religious 
orthodoxy.

M.G. Ranade, Lokmanya Tilak, G.G. Agarkar and 
others founded the Deccan Education Society in 1884. It 
established Ferguson College of Pune in 1885 and worked 
for education and culture in western India.

43. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
The Pledge Movement was launched by the Indian 
Social Conference to inspire people to take a pledge 
against child marriage. Indian Social Conference was 
founded by M.G. Ranade and Raghunath Rao and can be 
called as social reform cell of Indian National Congress. 
The conference advocated inter-caste marriages, opposed 
polygamy and kulinism.

44. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: Faraizi Movement was founded 
by Haji Shariat-Allah. Under his son Dadu Mian 
the movement became revolutionary and organized 
paramilitary forces armed with clubs to fight Hindu 
landlords and even the police.
Statement 2 is incorrect: It was active in East Bengal 
region with aimed at the eradication of social innovations 
current among the Muslims of the region. 
Statement 3 is correct: Under Dadu Mian, the movement 
got an organizational system from village to the province 
level with a khalifa or authorized deputy at every level.

45. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The lower-caste movements 
that emerged in Travancore and Cochin states in the 
late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries were led 
by Ezhava peasants who had benefitted from the land 
reforms and commercial opportunities in the princely 
states. They rallied for a higher status in caste hierarchy 
and the removal of policies of segregation that denied 
them access to wells, temples and public roads, and, 
more significantly, schools and administrative positions. 
Lower-caste radicalism was boosted by the presence of a 
large group of plantation workers and labourers in coir 
factories. By the 1930s, the Ezhavas had started speaking 
in favour of the Russian model of socialism in their 
meetings. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Justice Party (1916) 
published a Non-Brahman Manifesto and opposed 
the Congress and its political programme. The party 
showed its full loyalty to the colonial administration and 
vied for privileges offered by government-sponsored 
reforms. Indeed, it demanded separate representation 

for non-Brahmans in legislative councils, as had been 
granted to the Muslims in the Morley–Minto reforms 
of 1909. It contested the elections to the Madras 
Legislative Council, in open opposition to the Congress 
programme of non-cooperation, and performed well. 

46. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct: Ahmadiya movement was 
founded by Mirza Ahmed Ghulam in 1889. It was based 
on the principles of universal religion of all humanity. 
It followed liberal ideas and presented itself as the flag 
bearer of Mohammedan Renaissance.
Statement 2 is correct: It spread western liberal 
education among the Indian Muslims. It also opposed 
jihad but like Baha’ism, it also suffered from mysticism.

47. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. These movements had remained 
confined to a narrow social space, as the reformist spirit 
appealed only to a small elite group, who were primarily 
the economic and cultural beneficiaries of colonial rule. 
Their social base included only the educated and urban 
middle classes, while the needs of the vast masses of 
peasantry and the urban poor were ignored. 
Statement 2 is correct. Lacking in a broad social base, the 
reformers of the early nineteenth century thus exhibited 
an intrinsic faith in the benevolent nature of colonial 
rule and relied more on legislation for imposing reform 
from above. There was very little or no attempt to create 
a reformist social consciousness at the grass-roots level, 
where religious revivalism later found a fertile ground. 
Statement 3 is correct. Socially, most of the 
reforms were mostly Hindus, and though caste was  
 not a major criterion for membership, most of them 
belonged to the three higher castes, Brahman, Kayastha 
and Baidya. The Brahmo movement was almost 
exclusively patronised by these groups.

48. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement d is incorrect. In 1920s, the Samaj members 
were impressed by Gandhi’s constructive programme, 
his championing of the dignity of labour and open 
criticism of untouchability and constant reference to 
the welfare of the downtrodden as the only justification 
for swaraj. Under the leadership of Keshavrao Jedhe 
in Poona, they responded to the Congress call and 
participated in the Civil Disobedience movement. 

49. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Madras Presidency was 
slow to take up the cause of social reform. To improve 
this, a Society for Social Reform was established by 
Veeresalingam Pantulu in 1878 to encourage widow 
remarriage.
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Statement 2 is incorrect. In 1854, Charles Wood prepared 
a despatch on an educational system for India. It laid great 
stress on the need for female education and teachers’ 
training. It also promoted vocational education. It 
recommended English as the medium of instruction for 
higher studies and vernaculars at school level.
Statement 3 is correct. The Brahmo Samaj had the 
issue of widow remarriage high on its agenda and did 
much to popularise it. It worked for a respectable status 
for women in society—condemned sati, worked for 
abolition of purdah system, discouraged child marriage 
and polygamy and crusaded for provisions of educational 
facilities.

50. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Dayananda Saraswati or Mulshankar (1824-1883) was 
born in the old Morvi state in Gujarat in a brahmin family. 
The first Arya Samaj unit was formally set up by him at 
Bombay in 1875. Dayananda took inspiration from the 
Vedas and considered them to be ‘India’s Rock of Ages’, 
the infallible and the true original seed of Hinduism. He 
gave the slogan “Back to the Vedas”. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. He refused to recognize the 
hereditary basis of the caste system as an organic division 
of society, sought to create an ‘open social system’ where 
women and shudras received a measure of learning and 
made education and not birth the determinant of status. 
Statement 2 is correct. He denounced the worship of 
gods and goddesses and advocated the worship of the 
Supreme Being. Dayananda launched a frontal attack 
on Hindu orthodoxy, caste rigidities, untouchability, 
idolatry, polytheism, belief in magic, charms and 
animal sacrifices, taboo on sea voyages, feeding the dead 
through shraddhas, etc. 

51. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: Sir Syed Ahmed Khan was a 
reformist. He condemned the system of piri and muridi 
(relationship between a spiritual leader and his disciple) 
which is central to Sufism. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: Deoband school was a 
revivalist movement which issued fatwa against Syed 
Ahmed Khan’s organizations, United India Patriotic 
Association and Mohammeden Anglo-Oriental 
Association. 
Statement 3 is correct: He upheld the Quran as the 
ultimate authority, but he also wanted to reconcile 
western scientific education with the teachings of 
the Quran which were to be interpreted in the light of 
contemporary rationalism and science.

52. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct: Rahnumai Mazdayasnan Sabha 
was founded in 1851 by Dadabhai Naoroji, Naoroji 
Furdonji, K.R. Cama and S.S. Bengalee. 

Statement 2 is correct: It worked for the upliftment 
of Parsi women through removal of purdah system, 
raising the age of marriage and education. It worked 
for the regeneration of the social conditions of Parsis and 
the restoration of the Zoroastrian religion to its pristine 
purity.
Statement 3 is correct: Rast Goftar was the journal used 
by the association to spread the message of reform.

53. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Pagal Panthis movement developed in the Sherpur 
pargana of Mymensingh district in east Bengal. Karim 
Shah and later his successor Tipu Shah led the movement 
among the Hinduised tribals like the Garos, Hajangs and 
Hadis. As the Company’s rule consolidated itself in this 
region and the zamindari system became more firmly 
entrenched under the Permanent Settlement, the peasants’ 
grievances rose against the illegal abwabs exacted by 
the zamindars and the new revenue settlement. From 
1825 to 1835, the Pagal Panthis refused to pay rent above 
a certain limit and attacked the houses of zamindars. 
The government introduced an equitable arrangement to 
protect these peasants, but the movement was violently 
suppressed in 1833. 

54. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Option c is correct: The keys affair was a part of this 
movement. It involved the issue of possession of the keys 
of the Toshakhana of the Golden Temple. The possession 
of the keys was with the government which they refused 
to hand over to the Akalis. 

55. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: The Akali movement (also 
known as Gurudwara Reform Movement) was a regional 
movement but not a communal one. It was an offshoot 
of the Singh Sabha Movement.
Statement 2 is correct: The mahants of the Golden 
Temple honoured Dyer by declaring him a Sikh. This 
led to the intensification of the demand for reforming 
the management of Sikh shrines. This resulted in the 
intensification of the Gurudwara Reform movement in 
1919.
Statement 3 is correct: The Gurudwara Reform 
Movement led to the passage of Sikh Gurudwaras Act 
in 1922 which gave the control of gurudwaras to the 
Sikh masses to be administered through Shiromani 
Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee (SGPC) as the 
apex body. 

56. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is correct: Theosophical Movement was 
founded by Madame H.P. Blavatsky and Colonel M.S. 
Olcott in USA in 1875. It accepted the Hindu beliefs 
of transmigration of soul and karma. It also drew 
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inspiration from samkhya, yoga and Vedanta schools of 
thought.
Statement 2 is incorrect: Their philosophy was vague 
and lacked a positive programme; as a result, its impact 
was limited to a small segment of westernized class. 
However, it gave much needed self-respect to the Indians 
fighting British colonial rule.
Statement 3 is correct: They advocated the revival 
and strengthening of ancient religions of Hinduism, 
Zoroastrianism and Buddhism.

57. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: Introduction of Western 
Education and Rule of Law by the colonial Government 
indirectly helped growth of social reform movement 
in India. Also, Colonial government attempted several 
socio-religious reforms such as abolition of sati, widow-
marriage and women’s education. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: The socio-religious reform 
movements envisaged neither a revival of the past nor a 
total break with tradition. Reference to the past was to be 
used only as an aid and an instrument.
Statement 3 is correct: Rationalism provided an 
ideological base to the movement along with religious 
universalism and humanism. Social relevance of every 
practice was now being judged by a rationalist critique.

58. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Behramji M. Malabari (1853-
1912) , a Parsi social reformer, founded the Seva Sadan 
in 1908 along with a friend, Diwan Dayaram Gidumal. 
Statement 2 is correct. The effort of Behramji Malabari 
efforts led to the enactment of Age of Consent Act (1891) 
regulating the age of consent for girls. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Indian Mirror was the Indian 
daily paper in English edited by Devendranath Tagore. 
Behramji Malabari acquired and edited the Indian 
Spectator.

59. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Event 3: Gift of Monotheists was written by Raja 
Rammohan Roy in Persian in 1809. 
Event 1: Atmiya Sabha was formed in 1814 by Raja 
Rammohan Roy with an aim to campaign against 
idolatry, caste rigidities, meaningless rituals and other 
social evils. 
Event 2: Percepts of Jesus was written by Raja 
Rammohan Roy in 1820 in which he tried to separate 
moral and philosophical message of New Testament.
Event 4: Vedanta College was established in 1825 by 
Raja Rammohan Roy where courses in both Indian 
learning and Western social and physical sciences were 
offered.

60. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct: Regarding India’s socio-religious 
movements, both reformists and revivalists depended 
on appeal to the lost purity of religion that they sought 
to reform. Only difference between them was of varying 
degree to which they relied on tradition or on reason and 
conscience.
Statement 2 is correct: Revivalist movements depended 
more on to the tradition side. It tends to revive former 
customs or practices thus take back the society to its 
glorious past.
Statement 3 is incorrect: Theosophist movement was 
revivalist in nature. It advocated for the revival and 
strengthening of ancient religions of Hinduism, 
Zoroastrianism and Buddhism.

61. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. In 1924, Vaikom Satyagraha 
was launced in Kerala demanding the throwing open of 
Hindu temples and roads to the untouchables. It was led 
by K.P. Kesava. Mahatama Gandhi undertook a tour in the 
support of the movement.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Aravippuram movement 
did not seek to increase the political representation of 
the depressed classes. In 1888, Sri Narayan Guru installed 
an idol of Shiva at Aravippuram in Kerala. It was an effort 
to shows that consecration of a god’s image was not a 
monopoly of the Brahmins. The Aravippuram movement 
inspired several socio-religious reform movements in the 
South especially the temple entry movement. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Justice movement was started 
by C.N. Mudaliar, T.M. Nair and P. Tyagaraja in the 
Madras Presidency. The aim was to secure jobs and 
representation for the non-Brahmins in the legislature. 
Sri Narayan Guru was not associated with justice 
movement.

62. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: Ramakrishna mission 
was founded by Swami Vivekananda in 1897 with 
headquarter at Belur near Calcutta.
Statement 2 is correct: Ramakrishna Parmahansa sought 
salvation through traditional ways of renunciation, 
meditation and bhakti. He recognised the fundamental 
oneness of all religions.
Statement 3 is incorrect: Arya Samaj believed in one God 
and rejected the worship of idols. Unlike Arya Samaj, 
Ramakrishna Mission recognized the utility and value 
of image and idol worship.
Statement 4 is correct: One of the strong reasons for 
the success of Ramakrishna mission was that it did not 
consider itself as a sect of Hinduism.
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63. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched: Satya Prakash was a 
Gujarati weekly launched by Karsondas Mulji in 1852 to 
advocate for widow remarriage. Satyarth Prakash was the 
book written by Swami Dayanand Saraswati.
Pair 2 is correctly matched: Vivian Derozio started East 
Indian as a daily newspaper.
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched: Tattvabodhini Patrika 
was a Bengali newspaper launched by Debendranath 
Tagore in 1843. It was devoted to the systematic study of 
India’s past with a rational outlook.
Pair 4 is correctly matched: Mirat-ul-Akbar was 
launched by Raja Rammohan Roy as the first Persian 
journal in 1822. It had to stop publication under the 
Licensing Regulation 1823 under acting governor-
general John Adams.

64. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Akshay Kumar Dutta- 
• He was one of the leaders of Brahmo Samaj. He 

repudiated the infallibility of the Vedas, renouncing 
it as an authentic source for Hinduism.

• He was against child marriage and brought medical 
opinion to support his views against Child marriage.

• He also served as the editor of the Tattwabodhini 
Patrika, the organ of the Tattwabodhini Sabha 
(founded in 1839) .

• He was pre-eminently an educationist and pedagogue 
who successfully ran schools and experimented with 
the teaching.

• He supported both widow remarriages and legal 
abolition of multiple marriages among upper-caste 
Hindu males.

65. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. Arya Samaj was founded by 
Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati on 10 April 1875. It is 
a monotheistic Hindu reform movement that promotes 
values and practices based on the belief in the infallible 
authority of the Vedas.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Lala Lajpat Rai joined the 
Arya Samaj in December 1882. His journal Arya Gazette 
concentrated mainly on subjects related to the Arya 
Samaj. He did not oppose the appeal of Arya Samaj to 
the authority of Vedas.
Statement 3 is correct. Keshab Chandra Sen joined the 
Brahmo Samaj in 1858. Later, in 1866, Keshab and his 
followers founded the Brahmo Samaj of India. In the 
Brahmo Samaj of India, he laid special emphasis on 
women’s education.
Statement 4 is correct. Acharya Vinoba Bhave founded 
the Sarvodaya Samaj in 1948 to work among refugees.

66. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Under the Act of 1860, there 
was no minimum age for marriage. The Act of 1960 
made it penal offence for consummation of marriage 
with the brides below the age of 10 years. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Age of consent act 1891 
forbade sexual intercourse with girls below the age of 
12.
Statement 3 is correct. The Sharda act, 1930 pushed 
the age of marriage to 18 and 14 for boys and girls 
respectively.

67. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Hunter commission (1882) 
drew attention to inadequate facilities for female 
education especially outside the presidency towns and 
made recommendations for its spread. The commission 
was appointed to enquire into the execution of Wood’s 
Despatch of 1854,
Statement 2 is correct. Professor D.K. Karve started 
the Indian Women’s University in 1916, at Pune for 
imparting education to women. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The first step in giving a 
modern education to girls was taken by the Christian 
missionaries. The Christian missionaries set up the 
Calcutta Female Juvenile Society in 1819. The Bethune 
School was founded by J.E.D. Bethune in Calcutta in 
1849.

68. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Option c is correct: Pandita Ramabai started Sharda 
Sadan in Bombay in 1889 to provide an ashram to 
destitute high caste widows. Sharada Sadan provided 
residential school for Brahmin women, mainly widows, 
but also unmarried girls.

69. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Pandita Ramabai Saraswati founded the Arya Mahila 
Samaj in 1882 to serve the cause of women. She pleaded 
for improvement in the educational syllabus of Indian 
women before the English Education Commission which 
was referred to Queen Victoria.

70. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. Bharat Stree Mahamandal was 
founded by Sarala Devi Chaudhurani in Allahabad in 
1910. It is considered as the first major Indian women’s 
organisation set up by a woman. 
Statement 2 is correct. The objectives of Bharat Stree 
Mahamandal included promotion of education 
for women, abolition of the purdah system and 
improvement in the socio-economic and political 
status of woman all over India. 
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Statement 3 is incorrect. All India Women’s 
Conference (AIWC) strived for the enactment of Equal 
Remuneration Act. All India Women’s Conference 
(AIWC) was founded by Margaret Cousins in 1927. The 
AIWC worked towards various legislative reforms before 
and after India’s independence. 

71. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Event 2. Bharat Stree Mahamandal was founded by Sarala 
Devi Chaudhurani in Allahabad in 1910. 
Event 4. Anusuya Sarabai founded the Ahmedabad 
textile Labour Association in 1920. It is India’s oldest 
union of Textile workers.
Event 3. In 1925, the National council of women in 
India, a national branch of the International council of 
women, was formed. Meehribai Tata played a vital role in 
its formation. 
Event 1. In 1927, The All-India Women’s conference 
was founded by Margaret Cousins –the first women’s 
organization with an egalitarian approach.

72. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct
Raja Rammohan Roy, in collaboration with David Hare 
and Alexander Duff, established the Hindu College 
at Calcutta in 1817. The foundation committee of the 
college, which oversaw its establishment, was headed by 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy. The control of the institution was 
vested in a body of two Governors and four Directors. 

73. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Gopal Krishna Gokhale
• He started English weekly newspaper, The Hitavada
• He served as Secretary of the Deccan Education 

Society.
• He was later elected to the Council of India of the 

Governor-General of India in 1903.
• He became president of INC in 1905 in Banaras 

session
• In 1905, he founded the Servants of India Society, 

which trained people to be selfless workers.
• He was instrumental in the formation of the Morley-

Minto Reforms of 1909, which eventually became 
law.

• Gandhi described him as his ‘Political Guru’. 
He advocated free and compulsory primary education 
and asked for the creation of equal opportunities to fight 
against Untouchability.

74. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. Prarthana Samaj was 
founded by Dadoba Pandurang and his brother Atmaram 
Pandurang in 1867 with the help of Keshub Chandra Sen. 
Mahadev Govind Ranade joined it in 1870. 

Pair 2 is correctly matched. Radhaswami Movement 
was founded by Tulsi Ram, also known as Shiv Dayal 
Saheb, in 1861. The Radhaswamis believe in one supreme 
being, supremacy of the guru, a company of pious people 
(satsang) , and a simple social life. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. Dev Samaj was founded in 
1887 at Lahore by Shiv Narayan Agnihotri (1850- 1927) 
. It was a religious and social reform society. The society 
emphasised on the eternity of the soul, the supremacy of 
the guru, and the need for good action. 

75. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Debendranath Tagore founded 
the Tattvabodhini Sabha in 1839. The Sabha started its 
organ called Tattvabodhini Patrika in Bengali. Its main 
objective was the systematic study of India’s past with a 
rational outlook.
Statement 2 is correct. Debendranath Tagore was 
closely associated with Rammohan Roy and was highly 
inspired by Roy’s ideas on religious and social reforms. 
Hence, one of the aims of the Tattvabodhini Sabha was to 
propagate Roy’s ideas.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Tattwabodhinī Sabha was 
dissolved into the Brahmo Samaj in 1859, while the 
Prarthana Samaj was formed later in 1867. 

76. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Young Bengal Movement under 
Henry Vivian Derozio inspired his followers to think 
freely and advocated liberty, equality, freedom and 
opposed irrational traditions. But some of these ideas 
were too radical for the prevailing times in Bengal. 
Hence, they had minimum support outside their group.
Statement 2 is correct. The movement also lacked 
any connect with the masses, this led to their limited 
popularity. They also failed to take up peasants causes. 
There was also lack of cooperation with other social 
organizations of the times.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The movement took up several 
issues of public interest like social, economic and 
political. On the political front they demanded reforms in 
Company’s charter, freedom of press, better treatment 
to Indian labor abroad etc.

77. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Gopal Krishna Gokhale founded 
the Servants of India Society in 1905 with the help 
of M.G. Ranade. The aim of the society was to train 
national missionaries for the service of India. 
Statement 2 is correct. The society worked for famine 
relief and improving tribals’ condition in particular.
Statement 3 is correct. After Gokhale’s death (1915), 
Srinivasa Shastri took over as president. Srinivasa 
Shastri also founded the Indian Liberal Federation. 
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78. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
 Veda Samaj was founded in 1864 by K Sridharalu Naidu 
and Keshab Chandra Sen. The movement was inspired 
to fight the causes of Brahmo Samaj in South India. It 
worked to abolish caste distinctions and promote widow 
remarriage and women’s education. The members of 
the society believed in one God and condemned the 
superstitions and rituals of orthodox Hinduism.

79. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct
Radhakant Deb (not Keshub Chandra Sen) founded 
Dharma Sabha in 1830. It was an orthodox society 
which favoured no changes in the cultural and religious 
practices. It even opposed the abolition of sati. Although 
an orthodox society, Dharma Sabha favoured the 
promotion of Western education, even for girls. 

80. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
started a movement in support of widow remarriage 
which resulted in legalization of widow remarriage.
Statement 2 is correct. He was also a crusader against 
child marriage and polygamy.
Statement 3 is correct. He did much for the cause of 
women’s education. As government inspector of schools, 
he helped organize many girls’ schools. As secretary of 
Bethune School, he was one of the pioneers of higher 
education for women in India.
Statement 4 is correct. Vidyasagar campaigned 
extensively against polygamy. In the 1870s, Vidyasagar 
wrote two brilliant critiques of polygamy, arguing to 
the government that since polygamy was not sanctioned 
by the sacred texts, there could be no objection to 
suppressing it by legislation.

81. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The religious reform movements 
in India had a narrow social base, mainly the educated 
and urban middle classes. As a result, the needs of the vast 
masses of peasantry and the urban poor were ignored.
Statement 2 is correct. The socio-cultural reform 
movements in India led to the rise of communal 
consciousness—along with national consciousness. 
It was mainly because, Hindu reformers confined their 
praise to India’s ancient period and looked upon the 
medieval Islamic period as an era of decadence. Also, 
many in the Muslim middle classes turned towards West 
Asia for their traditions and moments of pride. 

82. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct: EV Ramaswamy, commonly 
known as Periyar, started the Self-Respect Movement. He 

joined the Justice Party which fought for social change 
and political empowerment in Madras.
Statement 2 is correct: Self Respect Movement was an 
egalitarian movement. It aimed at
• Rejection of Brahminical religion and culture
• Equal rights for the backward classes and women 
• Rejuvenation of the Dravidian languages like Tamil, 

Telugu, Malayalam and Kannada. 
Statement 3 is correct: Earlier a Congress worker, Periyar 
resigned from the congress party in 1925 over the 
ideological difference with Mahatma Gandhi over the 
issue of social inequality. He quarreled with Gandhi over 
the question of separate dining for Brahmin and non-
Brahmin students at Gurukulam in Cheranmahadevi.

83. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct: Satyashodhak Samaj or Truth-
seekers’ Society was a social reform society founded by 
Jyotirao Phule in Pune in 1873. The main aims of the 
movement were eradication of untouchability and caste 
system; social service; and spread of education among 
women and lower caste people.
Statement 2 is correct: Jyotirao Phule was the first 
person to coin the term “Dalits” to apply to all people 
considered lower castes and untouchables by the 
Brahmins.

84. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Mughal Emperor Akbar 
Shah II sent Ram Mohan Roy as an ambassador to 
Britain and gave him the title “Raja. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Calcutta Unitarian 
Committee was jointly founded by William Adam and 
Rammohan Roy in September 1821. The association 
sought to bring together prominent people for the 
promotion of religious monotheism and social reform 
among Indians. 
Statement 3 is correct. Rammohun Roy believed in 
rational and scientific approach, human dignity and 
social equality of all men and women. He opposed the 
subjugation of women and their inferior status in society. 
He supported property rights for women. 

85. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Key features of education reforms sought by early Indian 
social reformers:
• Indian reformers stressed for a science and 

technology-based education system for material 
development of the country. While the British 
emphasized a classical and art-based curriculum.

• They wanted to develop the Indian education system 
for the social transformation of Indian society and 
not just for jobs in the British administration. 



Workbook 54

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

• Teaching in vernaculars was deemed necessary to 
popularize education and spread it to the masses. 

• The reformers emphasized on education of women 
and expanding their role outside the home.

• Some of them advocated free and compulsory 
education up to primary level.

86. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. In 1872, the Government passed 
the Native (Civil) Marriages Act legalizing marriages 
performed according to Brahmo Samaj rites.
Statement 2 is correct. The Tattvabodhini Sabha was 
founded by Debendranath Tagore which emphasized 
on indigenous language and culture. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Rehnumai Mazadayasan 
Sabha was founded by Naoroji Furdonji, Dadabhai 
Naoroji, K.R. Cama and S.S. Bengalee. It was a religious 
association for the modernization of the Parsi religion. 

87. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. The Lex Loci Act of 1850 provided 
for the right to inherit ancestral property by Hindu 
converts to Christianity. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Slavery Abolition Act 
1833, passed by the British Parliament, abolished slavery 
in parts of the British Empire with the exception of 
“the Territories in the Possession of the East India 
Company”, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) , and Saint Helena. 
The Indian Slavery Act, 1843 outlawed many economic 
transactions associated with slavery. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Regulation VI of 1802 was 
enacted to ban the practice of female infanticide in 
Bengal. 

88. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The depressed classes in India 
could not draw water from public wells and ponds. In 
1927, Babasaheb Ambedkar led the Mahad March at 
the Chowdar Tank at Colaba, near Mumbai, to give the 
untouchables the right to draw water from the public 
tanks.
Statement 2 is correct. The temple entry movement was 
launched by Dr. Ambedkar in 1930 at Kalaram temple, 
Nasik.
Statement 3 is correct. In 1923, Ambedkar set up 
the ‘Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha’ (Outcastes Welfare 
Association), which was devoted to spreading education 
and culture amongst the downtrodden.

89. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: In 1924, the Vaikom Satyagraha 
led by K.P. Kesava, was launched in Kerala demanding 

the throwing open of Hindu temples and roads to the 
untouchables. 
Statement 2 is correct: In early March 1925, Gandhi 
began his tour of Kerala and met the Maharani and other 
officials. In his Kerala tour, Gandhi did not visit a single 
temple because avarnas were kept out of them. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: A compromise was arrived at. 
The roads around the temple were opened to avarnas 
but those in the Sankethan of the temple remained 
closed to them. It was only on November 12, 1936, the 
Maharaja of Travancore issued a proclamation throwing 
open all government-controlled temples to all Hindus. 

90. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. In 1848, educated young men 
of Maharashtra founded the Student’s Literary and 
Scientific Society. The society organized lectures on 
popular science and social questions and aimed to start 
schools for the education of women.
Statement 2 is correct. The notable works of Savitribai 
Phule include Kavya Phule, Bavankashi Subodh 
Ratnakar and also the poem titled “Go, get education‟. 
Statement 3 is correct. Vishnu Shastri Pandit founded 
the Widow Remarriage Association in the 1850’s. D.K. 
Karve dedicated his life to the upliftment of Hindu widows 
and became the secretary of the Widow Remarriage 
Association.

91. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
wrote a Bengali Primer, Barnaparichay which developed 
the modern prose style in Bengali literature. 
Statement 2 is correct. He took over principalship of 
Sanskrit College from 1851 onwards and introduced 
western thought in Sanskrit education. 
Statement 3 is correct. Vidyasagar was the Head Pandit 
at Fort William college from 1841 to 1846. 

92. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Kongu Vella Sangam was a caste 
association of Gounder caste in Tamil Nadu. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Sree Narayana Dharma 
Paripalana (S.N.D.P.) Yogam was a caste association of 
ezhava caste in Kerala. 
Statement 3 is correct. Vokkaliga and Lingayat 
Association were caste associations of Vokkaligas and 
Lingayats in Mysore, Karnataka. 

2.3. Peasant/tribal/civil uprisings/Workers 
movements

93. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
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Option b is incorrect. The Kuka Movement was founded 
in 1840 by Bhagat Jawahar 
Mal (also called Sian Saheb) in western Punjab. A major 
leader of the movement after him was Baba Ram Singh. 
He founded the Namdhari Sikh sect. 

94. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Option d is incorrect. The Indian National Congress 
was sympathetic to labours’ cause. The Gaya session 
of the Congress (1922) welcomed the formation of the 
AITUC and a committee was formed to assist it. C.R. 
Das advocated that the Congress should take up the 
workers’ and peasants’ cause and incorporate them in the 
struggle for swaraj or else they would get isolated from 
the movement. 
During the 1937 elections, the AITUC had supported the 
Congress candidates. 

95. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Famine, enhanced 
land revenue demands and economic distress goaded 
the Chuar aboriginal tribesmen of the Jungle Mahal of 
Midnapore district and also of the Bankura district (in 
Bengal) to revolt. The Revolt of the Jungle Mahal is also 
known as the Chuar uprising (1771-1798). 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Most leaders were zamindars. 
The most significant uprising was under Durjan (or 
Durjol) Singh in 1798. Other leaders of the Chuars were 
Jagannath Singh, Madhab Singh, Raja Mohan Singh, 
Shyam Ganjan, Subla Singh and Lachman Singh of Dulma. 
Chakra Bisoi was the leader of the Khond Uprisings 
(1837-1856). 

96. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Ramosis had not reconciled 
to British rule and the British pattern of administration. 
They resented the policy of annexation. After the 
annexation of the Maratha territories by the British, 
the Ramosis, who had been employed by the Maratha 
administration, lost their means of livelihood. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Ramosi tribesmen rose under 
Chittur Singh in 1822. They again rose under Umaji Naik 
of Poona and his supporter Bapu Trimbakji Sawant in 
1825-26. The disturbance occurred again in 1839 over 
deposition and banishment of Raja Pratap Singh of Satara. 

97. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
The Kols, along with other tribes, are inhabitants of 
Chhotanagpur. This covered Ranchi, Singhbhum, 
Hazaribagh, Palamau and the western parts of Manbhum. 
The trouble in 1831 started with large-scale transfers of 
land from Kol headmen to outsiders like Hindu, Sikh and 
Muslim farmers and money-lenders who were oppressive 

and demanded heavy taxes. Besides, the British judicial 
and revenue policies badly affected the traditional social 
conditions of the Kols. 
The Kols resented this and in 1831, under the leadership 
of Buddho Bhagat, the Kol rebels killed or burnt about 
a thousand outsiders. Only after large-scale military 
operations could order be restored. 

98. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The movements of the tribes 
of the north-eastern frontier were not forest-based or 
agrarian revolts as these tribals were generally in control 
of land and forest area. (The mainland tribals protested 
against setting up of reserved forests and restricting 
timber use and grazing). 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Kukis’ Revolt (1917-19) took 
place in Manipur against British policies of recruiting 
labour during the first World War. 
Statement 3 is correct. Khasi Uprising (1830s) was 
launched against the occupation of the hilly region 
between Garo and Jaintia Hills. The region was occupied 
by the East India Company as it wanted to build a road 
linking the Brahmaputra Valley with Sylhet. For this, a 
large number of outsiders including Englishmen, Bengalis 
and the labourers from the plains were brought to these 
regions. The Khasis, Garos, Khamptis and the Singphos 
organised themselves under Tirath Singh to drive away 
the strangers. 

99. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
1. The first revenue settlement system in Bombay, 

Deccan was made in the 1820s. It was known as 
‘Ryotwari settlement, where the revenue was directly 
settled with the ‘ryots’ (peasants). 

2. In 1832, a large area of land was demarcated as 
Damin-i-Koh, on the slopes of Rajmahal hills and 
was given to the Santhals. But with time they found 
that their land was slipping away from their hands 
as state was levying heavy taxes and moneylenders 
were charging high rates of interest on them. Hence, 
Santhal Rebellion happened in 1855-56. 

3. British Government passed the Limitation Law 
in 1859, to control the debts mounting on ryots in 
Deccan. 

4. Deccan Riot Commission was assigned to make a 
report on the revolt by ryots in Deccan. The report 
was presented in British Parliament in 1878. 

100. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Under British rule, the functions and powers of the tribal 
chiefs changed considerably. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Under British rule, the functions 
and powers of the tribal chiefs changed considerably. They 
were allowed to keep their land titles over a cluster of 
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villages and rent out lands, but they lost much of their 
administrative power and were forced to follow laws 
made by British officials in India. They also had to pay 
tribute to the British and discipline the tribal groups on 
behalf of the British. They lost the authority they had 
earlier enjoyed amongst their people. 
The British were uncomfortable with groups who moved 
about and did not have a fixed home. They wanted tribal 
groups to settle down and become peasant cultivators as 
settled peasants were easier to control and administer. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The British effort to settle 
jhum cultivators was not very successful. Settled plough 
cultivation is not easy in areas where water is scarce, 
and the soil is dry. In fact, jhum cultivators who took to 
plough cultivation often suffered, since their fields did not 
produce good yields. So, the jhum cultivators in north-
east India insisted on continuing with their traditional 
practice. Facing widespread protests, the British had 
to ultimately allow them the right to carry on shifting 
cultivation in some parts of the forest. 
Statement 3 is correct. The life of tribal groups, as you 
have seen, was directly connected to the forest. So, changes 
in forest laws had a considerable effect on tribal lives. The 
British extended their control over all forests and declared 
that forests were state property. Some forests were 
classified as Reserved Forests for they produced timber 
which the British wanted. In these forests people were not 
allowed to move freely, practise jhum cultivation, collect 
fruits, or hunt animals. 

101. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 and 2 are correct. Over the years, what had 
added to these grievances were (a) the introduction 
of sicca rupee (silver currency) in the region, (b) the 
insistence on payment of revenue in the new currency, 
(c) an unprecedented rise in the prices of food-stuff 
and salt, which had become far-fetched following 
the introduction of salt monopoly because of which 
the traditional salt makers of Odisha were deprived 
of making salt, and (d) the auction of local estates in 
Calcutta, which brought in absentee landlords from 
Bengal to Odisha. Besides, the insensitive and corrupt 
police system also made the situation worse for the armed 
uprising to take a sinister shape. 
Statement 3 is correct. The exploitative policies of 
Britishers led to an uprising in the region. The Paiks 
attacked the police station and other government 
establishments. The zamindars and ryots alike joined 
the Paiks with enthusiasm. The hereditary Military 
Commander of the deposed king, Jagabandhu Bidyadhar 
Mahapatra Bhramarabar Rai or Buxi Jagabandhu as he was 
popularly known, was one among the dispossessed land-
holders. The Zamindars, Ryots and the Paiks joined the 
uprising under the leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu. 

102. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 

During the 1870s and 1880s, large parts of Eastern Bengal 
witnessed agrarian unrest caused by oppressive practices 
of the zamindars. The zamindars resorted to enhanced 
rents beyond legal limits and prevented the tenants from 
acquiring occupancy rights. They resorted to forcible 
evictions, seizure of cattle and crops and prolonged, costly 
litigation in courts where the poor peasant found himself 
at a disadvantage. 
The peasants of Yusufshahi Pargana in Patna district 
formed an agrarian league or combination to resist the 
demands of the zamindars. Following methods were used 
by the peasants during the Pabna revolt of 1870s: 
1. Formation of pabna agrarian league. Statement 2 is 

correct. 
2. Organisation of a rent strike — the ryots refused to 

pay the enhanced rents. Statement 1 is correct. 
3. Main form of struggle was that of legal resistance and 

there was very little violence. Statement 3 is incorrect. 
4. Ryots challenged zamindars in the courts to decrease 

the enhanced rents. Statement 4 is correct. 
5. Funds were raised by ryots to fight the court cases. 

103. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement a is correct. Leadership for the movement was 
provided by the more well-off ryots and in some cases 
by petty zamindars, moneylenders and ex-employees of 
the planters. 
Statement b is correct. Indigo plantations had functioned 
on a system of dadan, advance given by planters to 
peasants to buy and sow seeds on their lands, a constant 
source of friction. 
Statement c is incorrect. A major reason for the success 
of the Indigo Revolt was the tremendous cooperation, 
organization and discipline of the ryots. Another was the 
complete unity among Hindu and Muslim peasants. 
Statement d is correct. The Government appointed an 
indigo commission to inquire into the problem of 
indigo cultivation. Based on its recommendations, the 
Government issued a notification in November 1860 that 
the ryots could not be compelled to grow indigo and that it 
would ensure that all disputes were settled by legal means. 
But, the planters were already closing down factories and 
indigo cultivation was virtually wiped out from Bengal by 
the end of 1860. 

104. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. Malabar (Mappila), 1921, 
movement was raised against the oppression of the 
landlords, lack of security of tenure, high rent etc. Ali 
Musaliar a local priest leader played an important role in 
this movement. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. The U.P. Kisan Sabha was set 
up in February 1918 through the efforts of Gauri Shankar 
Misra and lndra Narain Dwivedi, and with the support of 
Madan Mohan Malaviya. 
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Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. In Bengal, 1859-1860, the 
European indigo planters exploited the local peasants by 
forcing them to grow indigo on their lands. The planters 
forced the peasants to enter into fraudulent contracts. 
Digambar Biswas and Bishnu Biswas of Nadia district 
played key roles in this revolt. 
Eka movement was organized in 1921 on the issues like 
high rents, oppression by thikadars who were in charge of 
revenue collection and the practice of share-rents. Madari 
Pasi was the leader of the movement. 

105. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Peasant’s movements of 19th 
century were aimed to solve the particular grievances of 
peasants and had limited objectives, but the 20th century 
movements were deeply influenced and had marked 
effects on national freedom struggle. 
Statement 2 is correct. Peasant’s movements eroded 
the power of landed class and thus adding to the 
transformation of agrarian structure. 
Statement 3 is correct. During the 1930s, the peasant 
awakening was influenced by the Great Depression in 
the industrialized countries and the Civil Disobedience 
Movement which took the form of no-rent, no-revenue 
movement in many areas. 

106. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
Narayan Meghaji Lokhande can be called the father 
of the trade union movement in India. He edited the 
first labour weekly Deenbandhu (The friend of the 
oppressed) from 1880 to the end of his life in 1897. He 
founded the first trade union in India - The Bombay 
Mill Hands Association (BMHA) - in 1884 and was its 
president. When the government of India appointed the 
factory commission in 1890, Lokhande was appointed 
an associate member of the commission for the Bombay 
presidency. 

107. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Trade Union Act of 1926 
recognised trade unions as legal associations. 
Statement 2 is correct. It laid down conditions for 
registration and regulation of trade union activities in 
British India. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Act secured immunity, both 
civil and criminal, for trade unions from prosecution for 
legitimate activities, but put some restrictions on their 
political activities. 

108. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The early nationalists, especially 
the Moderates, believed that labour legislations would 
affect the competitive edge enjoyed by the Indian-owned 
industries, so they did not support the Factory Acts of 
1881 and 1891. 

Statement 2 is correct. The All-India Trade Union 
Congress was founded on October 31, 1920. The Indian 
National Congress president for the year, Lala Lajpat 
Rai, was elected as the first president of AITUC and 
Dewan Chaman Lal as the first general secretary. The 
prominent Congress and swarajist leader C.R. Das 
presided over the third and the fourth sessions of the 
AITUC. 
The Gaya session of the Congress (1922) welcomed the 
formation of the AITUC and a committee was formed 
to assist it. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Sasipada Banerjea (and not 
Dadabhai Naoroji) started a workingmen’s club and 
newspaper Bharat Shramjeevi for voicing the demands 
of the working class. 

109. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: The peasant movements 
received active support from intelligentsia. Example- 
In Indigo Revolt the intelligentsia of Bengal organized a 
powerful campaign in support of the rebellious peasantry, 
similarly in deccan riots intelligentsia of Bombay 
presidency played an important role. But the tribals did 
not receive such support from the intelligentsia. 
Statement 2 is correct: The tribal uprisings had directly 
challenged the colonial political power. They aimed to 
overthrow the oppressive dikus and established their rule 
instead. As they directly challenged the British power they 
were brutally crushed. 
The peasant movements at no stage did threaten British 
supremacy or even undermine it. As the Britishers 
were not being directly challenged, they were willing to 
compromise and mitigate the harshness of the agrarian 
system though within the broad limits of the colonial 
economic and political structure. 

110. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. Koya Revolt – eastern 
Godavari District (Modern Andhra Pradesh). Khondas 
sara chiefs joined Koyas of eastern Godavari district and 
revolted against the oppression of Police, money lenders, 
new regulations and denial of customary rights over forest 
areas. 
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched. Ramosi revolt- 
Maharashtra(poona). First Ramosi revolt took place in 
1822 under the leadership of Chittu Singh against the new 
pattern of British administration. The second phase of 
revolt took place between 1825-26 and 1829. 
They revolted as they lost their means of livelihood due to 
the annexation of Maratha territories by British. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. Kuka movement- Western 
Punjab. This movement was founded in 1840 by Bhagat 
Jawahar Mal. This movement converted from religious 
purification campaign to a political campaign when 
British took Punjab. 
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111. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. After the Santhal rebellion of 1855, 
the Santhals were given land and persuaded to settle in the 
foothills of Rajmahal. The traditional Manjhi system was 
again became operational in the region. 
Statement 2 is correct. The movement for self-rule 
and Santhal independence, led to the formation of 
the Santhal Parganas and the passing of the Santhal 
Pargana Tenancy Act, 1876. This forbade the transfer of 
Adivasi land to non-Adivasis. 

112. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. It was mainly against the Hindu 
landlords who imposed a beard-tax on the Faraizis. It 
was led by Mir Nithar Ali (Titu Mir) in 1831 who inspired 
the Muslim tenants in West Bengal. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Tribals revolted against the 
suppression of human sacrifice in Kondh uprisings not 
in Narkelbeeria uprisings. 
Statement 3 is correct. This uprising continued and 
later merged into Wahabi movement. 

113. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The poligars of North Arcot 
rose in rebellion when they were deprived of their right 
to collect Kawal fees (Kaval or watch was an ancient 
institution of Tamil Nadu. It was a hereditary village 
police office with specified rights and responsibilities). 
Statement 2 is correct. Poligars were the local rulers at 
the base of 3-tiered administrative system created by 
Vijayanagar emperor Sri Krishnadeva Raya. They have 
standing army, palaces, collect local taxes, maintained law 
and order, dispensed justice etc. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Lord Wellesley was the Governor 
General from the period 1798- to 1805. He commenced 
military operations against the rebel chiefs. 

114. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The recommendations of 
the Bengal Land Revenue Commission also known as 
Floud Commission aligned with the demand of the 
sharecroppers’ of tebhaga i.e. two thirds’ share to the 
share-croppers instead of the one-half share. Thus, the 
sharecroppers were encouraged by the Floud Commission 
report.
Statement 2 is correct. The Jotedars extracted nazranas 
and salamis from the tenant cultivators in return for 
extension of share cropping agreements. 
Statement 3 is correct. The share cropping system was 
also practiced by the absentee landlords who were 
working as white collared employees in the cities.

115. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Option 1 is correct. The land settlements of the British 
affected the joint ownership tradition among the tribals 
and disrupted their social fabric. As agriculture was 
extended in a settled form by the Company government, 
the tribals lost their land, and there was an influx of non-
tribals to these areas. 
Option 2 is correct. Shifting cultivation in forests was 
curbed and this added to the tribals’ problems. Exploitation 
by the police, traders and money-lenders (most of them 
‘outsiders’) aggravated the tribals’ sufferings. 
Option 3 is correct. The government further extended 
its control over the forest areas by setting up reserved 
forests and restricting timber use and grazing. This was 
the result of the increasing demand from the Company for 
timber— for shipping and the railways. 

116. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The Workers and Peasants Party 
(WPP) was organized as a left-wing subgroup under the 
Indian National Congress in 1925–1929. The prominent 
leadership of WPP was S.A. Dange, Muzzafar Ahmed, 
P.C.Joshi and Sohan Singh Josh. 
Statement 2 is correct: The Communist Party of India 
was formed in 1920 by M.N. Roy along with Abani 
Mukherji in Tashkent, now the capital of Uzbekistan.
Statement 3 is correct: The Kanpur communist 
conference held from December 26 to 28, 1925, was the 
first meeting of the communist groups. The conference 
formalized the foundation of CPI.

117. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The All-India Kisan Sabha 
(AIKS) was founded in Lucknow in April 1936 with 
Swami Sahjanand Saraswati as the president and N.G. 
Ranga as the general secretary. A kisan manifesto was 
also issued and a periodical under Indulal Yagnik was 
started by the Sabha.
Statement 2 is correct. The Congress’ manifesto for 
agriculture policies, for the 1937 provincial elections, 
was strongly influenced by the AIKS agenda. Congress 
and AIKS also held their sessions together in 1936 at 
Faizpur. It was Congress’ first session in a village.

118. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
The Trade Union Act, 1926:
dealt with the registration of trade unions, their rights and 
their responsibilities 
recognized trade unions as legal associations. 
laid down conditions for registration and regulation of 
trade union activities. 
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secured immunity, both civil and criminal, for trade 
unions from prosecution for legitimate activities, but put 
some restrictions on their political activities. 
was applicable not only to the union of workers but also 
to the association of employers and extends to whole of 
India. 

119. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: TDA, 1929 made compulsory the 
appointment of Courts of Inquiry and Consultation 
Boards for settling industrial disputes.
Statement 2 is incorrect: It forbade trade union 
activity of coercive or purely political nature and even 
sympathetic strikes. 
Statement 3 is correct: It made illegal the strikes in 
public utility services like posts, railways, water and 
electricity, unless each individual worker planning to 
go on strike gave an advance notice of one month to the 
administration. 

120. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Trade Union Act of 1926 
secured immunity for trade unions from prosecution 
for legitimate activities. This included for both civil and 
criminal cases. But there were still some restrictions on 
political activities.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Act did not forbid 
sympathetic strikes which are political in nature. The 
trade union activities of coercive and purely political 
nature including even sympathetic strikes were forbade 
by the Trade Disputes Act of 1929.

121. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct answer.
Option a is correct. The Public Safety Bill, 1928 
empowered the government to deport undesirable and 
subversive foreigners. 
Option b is correct. The main objective of the bill was 
to contain the spread of socialist and communist ideas. 
Option c is incorrect. The Swarajists vocally rejected 
Public Safety bill and made a case against it.
Option d is correct. One of the important achievements 
of the Swarajists was the defeat of the Public Safety Bill 
in the assembly.

122. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Option b is correct. The Ramosi risings was led by the 
hill tribes of the Western Ghats, who had not reconciled 
to British rule and the British pattern of administration. 
They resented the policy of annexation. After the 
annexation of the Maratha territories by the British, the 
Ramosis lost their means of livelihood. They rose under 
Chittur Singh in 1822 and plundered the country around 
Satara. The disturbance occurred again in 1839 and in 

1840-41 also. Generally, the British followed a pacifist 
policy towards the Ramosis, and even recruited some of 
them into the hill police.

123. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Rampa rebellion led by the 
hill tribesmen in coastal Andhra revolted in March 1879 
against the depredations of the Government-supported 
mansabdar and the new restrictive forest regulations. The 
rebellion was mainly centred in the Gudem and Rampa 
hill tracts of Andhra Pradesh. 
Statement 2 is correct. The rebellion was against the 
commercial use of forests, prohibition of shifting 
cultivation (podu) , restrictions on the use of forest 
resources, a new tax on toddy and confiscation of 
properties by the outsiders. 
Statement 3 is correct. The leadership was provided by 
the muttadars or estate holders, who found their power 
curbed and rights denied by the intrusion of the new 
outside control. 

124. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement a is incorrect: Equal participation of Hindus 
and Muslims characterised the uprisings, sometimes 
referred to as the Fakir Rebellion. 
Statement b is incorrect: The Revolt lasted between 1763-
1800, spanning the tenures of many governors of Bengal. 
It was at its peak during Warren Hastings tenure. 
Statement c is incorrect: Debi Chaudhurani’s 
participation recognises the women’s role in early 
resistances against the British. Therefore, though very 
limited, there was female participation in this revolt.
Statement d is correct: Anandamath, a semi-historical 
novel by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, is based on the 
Sanyasi Revolt.

125. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The nationalist movement 
maintained an ambivalent position vis-à-vis the 
landlords. In 1945 the All-India Kisan Sabha demanded 
the abolition of landlordism with compensation. About 
this time the Congress also favoured abolition “with 
compensation” in its Election Manifesto of 1946. Thus, 
the nationalist position on the issue of abolition of 
landlordism was influenced by Kisan Sabhas in general 
and AIKS in particular.
Statement 2 is correct. Because of a pro-War line adopted 
by the communists, the AIKS was split on communist 
and non-communist lines during the second World 
War. Many veteran leaders like Sahjanand, Indulal Yagnik 
and N.G Ranga left the sabha because of it.
Statement 3 is correct. The Congress manifesto 
(especially the agrarian policy) for the 1937 provincial 
elections was strongly influenced by the AIKS agenda. 
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126. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Indian National Trade Union 
Congress (INTUC) was established in 1947 in 
cooperation with the Indian National Congress, which 
wanted an organization more aligned to its ideology.
Statement 2 is incorrect. INTUC was anti-communistic 
in nature. It was influenced by Congress’ ideology of 
socialism and non-violence. 
Statement 3 is correct. Vallabhbhai Patel was the 
president of the first conference of INTUC in 1947. 
Many Congress leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, J.B. 
Kriplani, Aruna Asaf Ali attended the first conference.

127. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The main cause of the revolt 
was oppression by the landlords. There were also other 
grievances like lack of security of tenure, high rents, 
renewal fees and other oppressive exactions.
Statement 2 is correct. The revolt was supported by 
the local Congress organization. Soon the Mappila 
movement merged with the Khilafat agitation. Many 
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Shaukat Ali and Maulana 
Azad addressed Mappila meetings.

128. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is the correct answer
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Paika Rebellion was an 
armed rebellion against the British East India Company’s 
rule in 1817. The Paikas rose in rebellion under their 
leader Bakshi Jagabandhu. After the Paika revolt, Odisha 
continued her freedom struggle by Tapanga in 1827 
and the Banapur Rebellion of 1835. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Paik Rebellion succeeded 
in getting large remissions of arrears, reductions in 
assessments, suspension of the sale of the estates of 
defaulters at discretion, a new settlement on fixed tenures 
and other adjuncts of a liberal governance.

129. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: A significant feature of the 
Indigo Revolt was the role of the intelligentsia of Bengal 
which organized a powerful campaign in support of the 
rebellious peasantry. Outstanding in this respect was 
the role of Harish Chandra Mukherji, editor of the 
Hindoo Patriot. He published regular reports from his 
correspondents in the rural areas on planter’s oppression, 
official’s partnership, and peasant resistance. 
Statement 2 is correct: As a conciliatory measure, the 
Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act was passed in 1879 
extending to the districts of Poona, Satara, Solapur and 
Ahmednagar.

130. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.

Statement 1 is correct. USA was the largest supplier 
of cotton to Britain. Once the civil war broke out, the 
demand for cotton from India became high and this led 
to a surge in cotton cultivation in India. However, once 
the war in America ended, cotton demand sank and 
this affected the farmers adversely. Due to slump in 
demand, the prices of Cotton crashed. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The British India Government’s 
decided to raise the land revenue by 50% in 1867, which 
worsened the conditions of the farmers and this angered 
farmers. 

131. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched – Eka movement was 
organized in 1921 on the issues like high rents, oppression 
by thikadars who were in charge of revenue collection and 
the practice of share-rents. Madari Pasi was the leader of 
the movement. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched - In Bengal, 1859-1860, the 
European indigo planters exploited the local peasants by 
forcing them to grow indigo on their lands. The planters 
forced the peasants to enter into fraudulent contracts. 
Digambar Biswas and Bishnu Biswas of Nadia district 
played key roles in this revolt. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched – Malabar (Mappila) , 1921, 
movement was raised against the oppression of the 
landlords, lack of security of tenure, high rent etc. Ali 
Musaliar a local priest leader played an important role in 
this movement. 

132. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Chuar uprising occurred as a 
result of famine, economic distress, high land revenue 
demand of British etc. Chuars were aboriginal tribesmen 
of the Jungle Mahal of Midnapore district. Statement 2 
is correct. In 1831, the Kol tribesmen of Chhota Nagpur 
who had been exploited by the British led a rebellion 
under the leadership of Buddhu Bhagat. 

133. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Poligars, in South India, are holders of territory or 
palayam, consisting of a few villages granted to them by 
the rulers—mainly the Nayakas—in return for military 
service and tribute. 

134. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Diwan Velu Thampi”s Revolt 
(1808-1809) - The East India Company”s harsh conditions 
imposed on the state of Travancore led to the revolt by 
ruler Diwan Velu Thampi.
Statement 2 is correct. Hill tribesmen of Rampa in 
coastal Andhra Pradesh revolted in 1879 against 
government supported mansabdars and the new forest 
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regulation. A large military operation was needed to 
defeat the rebels. 
Statement 3 is correct. The poligars (or palayakkarargal) 
of South India gave a stiff resistance to the British between 
1795 and 1805. They rose up against the oppressive land 
revenue system under British.

135. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Paikas under the leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu, the 
hereditary chief of the militia army of the Gajapati King 
of Khurda fought in rebellion in March 1817. 
The Paikas attacked British symbols of power, setting 
ablaze police stations, administrative offices and the 
treasury during their march towards Khurda. 

136. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Kuka Movement was founded 
in 1840 by Bhagat JawaharMal (also called Sian Saheb) 
in western Punjab. A major leader of the movement after 
him was Baba Ram Singh, who founded the Namdhari 
Sikh sect. It started as a group for religious purification 
in Sikhism under Ram Singh.
Statement 2 is correct. After the British took Punjab, the 
movement got transformed from a religious purification 
campaign to a political campaign. Kukas wanted to 
remove the British and restore Sikh rule over Punjab.
Statement 3 is correct. They advocated wearing hand-
woven clothes and boycott of English laws and education 
and products. So, the concepts of Swadeshi and non-
cooperation were propagated by the Kukas.

137. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Santhal rebellion against the 
zamindars started due to continued oppression of the 
Santhals. Santhals were agricultural people, who had fled 
to settle in the plains of the Rajmahal hills (Bihar) . The 
rebellion later turned into an anti-British movement. 
Statement 2 is correct. Under Sidhu and Kanhu, two 
brothers, the Santhals proclaimed an end to Company 
rule, and declared the area between Bhagalpur and 
Rajmahal as autonomous. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The rebellion was suppressed 
by Britishers in 1856. It was only in 1856 after extensive 
military operations that the situation was brought under 
control. Sido died in 1855, while Kanhu was arrested in 
1866. A separate district of Santhal Parganas was created 
by the Government to pacify the Santhals. 

138. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
The nature of Peasant movements after the revolt of 1857 
witnessed a certain shift. Peasants emerged as the main 
force in agrarian movements, fighting directly for their 
own demands. It had the following characteristics: 

1. The demands were centred almost wholly on 
economic issues. Ending colonialism was not the 
target of these movements. 

2. It was not the objective of these movements to end 
the system of subordination or exploitation of the 
peasants. The struggles were directed towards specific 
and limited objectives and redressal of particular 
grievances. 

3. Territorial reach was limited. They were confined to 
particular localities.

4. They also lacked continuity of struggle or long-
term organization. Once the specific objectives of 
a movement were achieved, its organization, as also 
peasant solidarity built around it, dissolved and 
disappeared. 

5. The peasants developed a strong awareness of their 
legal rights and asserted them in and outside the 
courts. 

139. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
In Bengal, the indigo planters, nearly all Europeans, 
exploited the local peasants by forcing them to grow 
indigo on their lands instead of the more paying crops 
like rice. The planters forced the peasants to take advance 
sums and enter into fraudulent contracts which were then 
used against the peasants. The peasant was forced to grow 
indigo on the best land and the price paid for the indigo 
plants was far below the market price. 

140. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
During the 1870s and 1880s, large parts of Eastern Bengal 
witnessed agrarian unrest caused by oppressive practices 
of the zamindars. The peasants of Yusufshahi Pargana in 
Patna district formed an agrarian league or combination 
to resist the demands of the zamindars. Following 
methods were used by the peasants during the Pabna 
revolt of 1870s: 
1. Formation of pabna agrarian league. Statement 2 is 

correct. 
2. Organisation of a rent strike—the ryots refused to 

pay the enhanced rents. Statement 1 is correct. 
3. Main form of struggle was that of legal resistance and 

there was very little violence. 
4. Ryots challenged zamindars in the courts to decrease 

the enhanced rents. Statement 4 is correct. 
5. Funds were raised by ryots to fight the court cases. 

141. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
In 1899-1900, the Mundas in the region south of Ranchi 
rose under Birsa Munda. The rebellion which began as 
a religious movement gathered political force to fight 
against introduction of feudal, zamindari tenures, and 
exploitation by money-lenders and forest contractors. 
The ‘Ulgulan’ or the ‘Great Tumult’ as the movement 
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came to be called, aimed at establishing Munda Raj by 
driving out the British. Munda used traditional symbols 
and language to rouse people, urging them to destroy 
“Ravana” (dikus/outsiders and the Europeans) . Birsa’s 
followers attacked police stations and churches, and 
raided the property of moneylenders and zamindars. The 
Mundas claimed Chhotanagpur as their area in 1879

142. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct 
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. The rebellion which 
began as a religious movement gathered political force to 
fight against introduction of feudal, zamindari tenures, 
and exploitation by money-lenders, missionaries and 
forest contractors. 
Statement 3 is correct. Tribal people in Chotanagpur 
area, practiced Khuntkatti system (joint holding by tribal 
lineages) till mid -19th century. But the advent of the 
British and the outsiders replaced the Khuntkatti with 
the Zamindari system, which caused indebtedness and 
beth-begari (forced labour) among the tribal people. 

143. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. In 1914, Jatra Oraon launched the 
Tana Bhagat Movement in Jharkhand. He ordered people 
to return to the original Oraon religion as in its early 
appellation of Kurukh Dharam. The movement which 
started as a no-rent movement against Dikus (outsiders), 
later, got converted as the freedom struggle. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The movement played an 
important role in the freedom struggle and followed in 
the footsteps of Mahatma Gandhi for the demand of 
Indian Swaraj. The Tana Bhagats followed the Gandhian 
ideology - the path of demonstration without violence. 

144. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The First World War had hiked 
the prices of food and other necessities. This worsened the 
conditions of the UP peasants. Mainly due to the efforts 
of the Home Rule activists, kisan sabhas were organised 
in UP. The United Provinces Kisan Sabha was set up 
in February 1918 by Gauri Shankar Mishra and Indra 
Narayan Dwivedi. 
Statement 2 is correct: All-India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) 
was founded in Lucknow in April 1936 with Swami 
Sahjanand Saraswati as the president. The AIKS and the 
Congress held their sessions in Faizpur in 1936. 

145. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Towards the end of 1921, peasant 
discontent resurfaced in some northern districts of the 
United Provinces—Hardoi, Bahraich, Sitapur. This led to 
the Eka movement. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: The grassroot leadership of the 
Eka Movement came from Madari Pasi and other low-
caste leaders, and many small zamindars. 
Statement 3 is correct: The meetings of the Eka or the 
Unity Movement involved a symbolic religious ritual in 
which the assembled peasants vowed that they would 
pay only the recorded rent but would pay it on time;
not leave when evicted;
refuse to do forced labour;
give no help to criminals; a
bide by panchayat decisions. 

146. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Statement 1 is correct: The Bardoli taluqa in Surat district 
had witnessed intense politicisation after the coming of 
Gandhi on the national political scene. The movement 
sparked off in January 1926 when the authorities decided 
to increase the land revenue by 30 per cent. 
Statement 2 is correct: Under Patel, the Bardoli peasants 
resolved to refuse payments of the revised assessment 
until the Government appointed an independent tribunal 
or accepted the current amount as full payment. Special 
emphasis was placed on the mobilisation of women. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: The women of Bardoli gave 
Vallabhbhai Patel the title of “Sardar”and not Mahatma 
Gandhi.

147. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. The Faraizis were the 
followers of a Muslim sect founded by Haji Shariat-Allah. 
The Faraizi revolt was organized under the son of Haji 
Shariat-Allah, Dadu Mian who sought to expel the 
English presence from Bengal. Mirza Ghulam Ahmed is 
associated with Ahmadiya movement.
Pair 2 is correctly matched. Pagal Panth was a semi-
religious sect in Bengal. Karam Shah was the founder 
of this sect. Tipu Shah, the son of Karam Shah was 
the political and religious leader of the Pagal Panthis 
order who took up the cause of the tenants against the 
oppression of the Zamindars. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. The Santhals were the ethnic 
group in the Rajmahal Hills who resented against the 
oppression by revenue officials, police, money-lenders, 
landlords etc., whom they described as diku (outsiders). 
Sidhu Murmu and Kanhu Murmu asserted themselves 
as the leaders of this group to fight against both the 
British presence and the corrupt zamindari system.

148. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement b is incorrect. The modern nationalist 
intelligentsia of Maharashtra supported the peasants’ 
cause. The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, led by Justice 
Ranade, (and not Satyashodhak Samaj) had organized 
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a successful campaign among the peasants, against the 
land revenue settlement. It also presented in 1873 a case 
for a revision of the revenue rates and sent volunteers to 
the villages to arouse the Kunbi peasants against the 
new rates. 

149. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Option 1 is correct. The grassroot leadership of the 
peasant movements came from low-caste leaders, and 
many small zamindars e.g., Eka Movement (1921). The 
issues involved in eka movement were: 
1. High rents - 50% higher than the recorded rates; 
2. Oppression of thikadars in charge of revenue 

collection; and 
3. Practice of share-rents. 
Option 2 is correct. The appearance of Mahatma Gandhi 
on the Indian political scene brought the peasants into 
the broader freedom struggle against British authorities. 
This began with Champaran and Kheda Satyagraha 
and later Bardoli movement. There was an emergence 
of anti-colonialism consciousness among peasant. The 
period 1937-39 was the high watermark of the peasant 
movements and activity under the Congress provincial 
rule. The chief form of mobilisation was through holding 
kisan conferences and meetings where demands were 
aired and resolutions were passed. 
Option 3 is correct. The new generation of political 
workers, was increasingly brought under the influence 
of the Left ideology propagated by Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Subhas Bose, the Communists and other Marxist and 
Left individuals and groups. With the decline of the Civil 
Disobedience Movement, these men and women began 
to search for an outlet of their political energies and many 
of them found the answer in organizing the peasants. 
They provided the leadership to the peasant’s movements.

150. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The movements of the tribes 
of the north-eastern frontier were not forest-based or 
agrarian revolts as these tribals were generally in control 
of land and forest area. The British entered the north-
eastern areas much later than the non-frontier tribal areas. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. North East tribes (and not 
mainland tribes) which shared tribal and cultural 
links with countries across the border did not concern 
themselves much with the nationalist struggle. Their 
revolts were often in favour of political autonomy within 
the Indian Union or complete independence. 

151. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Eka movement was started 
by the peasants in some northern districts of the United 
Provinces- Hardoi, Bahraich, Sitapur- towards the end 
of 1921. The issues involved were: 

1. high rents- 50% higher than the recorded rates 
2. oppression of thikadars in charge of revenue 

collection 
3. practice of share-rents
Statement 2 is correct. The grassroot leadership of the Eka 
Movement came from Madari Pasi and other low-caste 
leaders, and many small zamindars. Unlike the earlier 
Kisan Sabha movement that was based almost solely on 
tenants, the Eka Movement included in its ranks many 
small zamindars who found themselves disenchanted 
with the Government because of its heavy land revenue 
demand.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Eka movement that was on in 
some of the rural areas of Avadh showed no signs of 
wanting to abolish the zamindari system; it only wanted 
zamindars to stop ‘illegal’ cesses and arbitrary rent 
enhancements.
Statement 4 is incorrect. The Kisan Sabha Movement 
(and not the Eka movement) declined partly due 
to government repression and partly because of the 
passing of the Awadh Rent (Amendment) Act. The Eka 
movement came to its end by March 1922 due to severe 
repression on the part of the authorities. Under such 
severe state repression, several of its leaders including 
Madari Pasi were forced to go underground. 

152. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
Patharughat uprising is associated with the peasants’ 
protests against the increase in land revenue levied by 
the colonial administration. After the British annexation 
of Assam in 1826, surveys of the vast lands of the state 
began. On the basis of such surveys, the British began to 
impose land taxes, much to the resentment of the farmers. 
In 1893, the British government decided to increase 
agricultural land tax reportedly by 70- 80 per cent. 
Across Assam, peasants began protesting the move by 
organising Raij Mels, or peaceful peoples’ conventions. 
Despite these gatherings being democratic, the British 
perceived them as breeding grounds for sedition. On 
January 28, 1894 when the peasants were protesting 
peacefully in Patharughat, a small village in Assam’s 
Darrang district, the military opened fire. 

153. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Sanyasi revolt was the 18th-
century rebellion against the English East India Company 
which was fought by peasants, traders and zamindars of 
Bengal who were heavily taxed by the English despite 
the great famine of 1770. The revolt was organized under 
the leadership of fakirs and sanyasis. This revolt has been 
recorded by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee in his book 
‘Anandmath’. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Wahabi movement was 
an Islamic revivalist movement under the leadership of 
Syed Ahmad Barelvi who was inspired by the teachings 
of Abdul Wahab of Saudi Arabia. In the beginning, the 
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Wahabists declared a jihad against the Sikhs to convert 
Dar-ul-Harb (the land of Kafirs) into Dar-ul-Islam (the 
land of Islam). Later, after the annexation of Punjab by 
the British, the English became the target of the Wahabis.
Statement 3 is correct. Polygars were the administrative 
and military governors appointed by the Nayaks rulers of 

South India. They revolted against the oppressive land 
revenue system under the British during 1801-06. The 
Polygar wars (1799-1805) were fought between the East 
India Company and the Polygars of Tirunelveli Kingdom 
in Tamil Nadu.
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3.1. Previous Years Questions

1. With reference to the period of colonial rule in 
India, “Home Charges” formed an important 
part of drain of wealth from India. Which of the 
following funds constituted “Home Charges’’ ?  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011] 
1. Funds used to support the India office in London. 
2. Funds used to pay salaries and pensions of 

British personnel engaged in India.
3. Funds used for waging wars outside India by the 

British
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

2. What was the purpose with which Sir William 
Wedderburn and W.S. Caine had set up the Indian 
Parliamentary Committee in 1893?   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011] 
(a) To agitate for Indian political reforms in the 

House of Commons. 
(b) To campaign for the entry of Indians into the 

Imperial Judiciary. 
(c) To facilitate a discussion on India’s Independence 

in the British Parliament. 
(d) To agitate for the entry of eminent Indians into 

the British Parliament.

3. Consider the following statements: 
The most effective contribution made by Dadabhai 
Naoroji to the cause of Indian National Movement 
was that he             [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012] 
1. exposed the economic exploitation of India by 

the British 
2. interpreted the ancient Indian texts and restored 

the self-confidence of Indians 
3. stressed the need for eradication of all the social 

evils before anything else 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

4. The Ilbert Bill controversy was related to the  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2013] 
(a) imposition of certain restrictions to carry arms 

by the Indians 
(b) imposition of restrictions on newspapers and 

magazines published in Indian languages 

(c) removal of disqualifications imposed on the 
Indian magistrates with regard to the trial of the 
Europeans 

(d) removal of a duty on imported cotton cloth 

5. Who of the following was/were economic critic/ 
critics of colonialism in India?    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2015]
1. Dadabhai Naoroji 
2. G. Subramania Iyer 
3. R. C. Dutt 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

6. Which one of the following movements has 
contributed to a split in the Indian National 
Congress resulting in the emergence of ‘moderates’ 
and ‘extremists’? [UPSC CSE Pre. 2015]
(a) Swadeshi Movement 
(b) Quit India Movement 
(c) Non-Cooperation Movement 
(d) Civil Disobedience Movement 

7. Consider the following statements   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2015] 
1. The first woman President of the Indian National 

Congress was Sarojini Naidu. 
2. The first Muslim President of the Indian National 

Congress was Badruddin Tyabji. 
Which of the statements given above is / are correct? 
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

8. What was the main reason for the split in the 
Indian National Congress at Surat in 1907?  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2016]
(a) Introduction of communalism into Indian 

politics by Lord Minto 
(b) Extremists’ lack of faith in the capacity of 

the moderates to negotiate with the British 
Government 

(c) Foundation of Muslim League 
(d) Aurobindo Ghosh’s inability to be elected as the 

President of the Indian National Congress

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA
MODERATE FREEDOM STRUGGLE: 1857 TO 1905



Workbook 66

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

3.2. Practice Questions

9. Which among the following group of people were 
all associated with the Bombay Association? 
(a) Mahadeo Govind Ranade, Dadabhai Naoroji 

and Jagannath Shankar Sheth 
(b) Bhau Daji Lad, Pherozshah Mehta and K. T. 

Telang 
(c) Dadabhai Naoroji, Jagannath Shankar Sheth and 

Naoroji Furdunjee 
(d) Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Lala Lajpat Rai and 

Naoroji Furdunjee 

10. With reference to the changes made after the 
Revolt of 1857, which of the following statements 
is/are correct? 
(a) The government now begun to focus on 

modernization of society. 
(b) The People of India were promised freedom of 

religion. 
(c) Artillery units were now manned by Indians. 
(d) The Government expenditure on social services 

like sanitation, public health, etc. increased. 

11. Which among the following classes showed low 
response in the Revolt of 1857? 
1. Peasants 
2. Merchants 
3. Middle Class 
4. Big Zamindars 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

12. Which of the following statements is/are the 
causes for the Revolt of 1857? 
1. Rampant corruption in the Company’s 

administration. 
2. Development of modern industries in India. 
3. Imposition of high tariff duties on Indian-made 

goods. 
4. Influence of outside events. 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

13. Which of the following statements regarding the 
Revolt of 1857 is/ are incorrect? 
1. The revolt took place during the governor 

generalship of Lord Canning. 
2. The real command at Delhi lay with Maulvi 

Ahmadullah. 
3. Sindhia the ruler of Gwalior helped Rani 

Laxmibai acquire Jhansi. 

Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

14. Which of the following is/ are reasons for the 
failure of the Revolt of 1857? 
1. Poor ammunition and weaponry 
2. Lack of Coordination 
3. Communal disharmony 
4. Lack of unifying ideology 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

15. of the following is/ are the consequences of the 
Revolt of 1857? 
1. Increase in the ratio of Indian to European 

soldiers in the Company’s army. 
2. Community, caste, tribal and regional loyalties 

were encouraged among the sepoys. 
3. End of Company’s rule in India. 
4. Widespread confiscation and redistribution of 

land in the North Western provinces. 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 2 and 4 only 

16. In the context of Indian history, consider the 
following statements: 
1. It was only after 1858, the British followed a 

policy of free trade and unrestricted entry of 
British goods in India. 

2. After the middle of the 19th century, large 
amounts of British capital were invested in India. 

Which of the given statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

17. In the context of British rule in India, consider the 
following statements: 
1. The British policy of relying on market forces 

worsened famine in India. 
2. Deindustrialization and low wages forced the 

artisans to take up the profession of agriculture. 
3. The Bengal famine of 1943-44 was the result of 

severe drought in the region. 
Which of the given statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
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(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

18. Consider the following statements regarding the 
‘drain of wealth’ theory: 
1. Dadabhai Naoroji conceptualized the Economic 

Drain theory in his book Poverty and un-British 
Rule in India. 

2. The concept of ‘unrequited exports’ argues that 
India’s export surplus produced no equivalent 
returns. 

3. ‘Home Charges’ referred to the expenditure 
incurred in England by the Secretary of State on 
behalf of India. 

Which of the given statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

19. Who among the following were associated with 
the Landholders Society of British colonial India? 
1. Dwarkanath Tagore 
2. Radhakant Deb 
3. Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

20. What were the demands raised in the petition sent 
by the British Indian Association to the British 
Parliament? 
1. Separation of executive from judiciary 
2. Abolition of salt duty 
3. Dominion status to India 
4. Abolition of abkari and stamp duties 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

21. With reference to the features of political 
associations in British India in the early half 
of nineteenth century, consider the following 
statements: 
1. They were mostly dominated by wealthy and 

aristocratic elements. 
2. They were local or regional in character. 
3. Their demands were related to administrative 

reforms only. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

22. Which of the following were the limitations of 
the Indian National Congress in its initial phase 
during the British colonial era? 
1. It primarily composed of urban elites, 

professionals and landed aristocrats. 
2. They failed to expose the exploitative character 

of the colonial rule. 
3. They had little faith in the masses. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

23. Which of the following were the contributions of 
the moderate nationalists of the Indian National 
Congress? 
1. They exposed England’s Providential mission 

theory. 
2. They were able to transform the legislative 

councils into forums for ventilating popular 
grievances. 

3. They were able to create national awakening 
among Indians. 

4. They were able to secure voting rights to women. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

24. With reference to the political organizations of 
British India, which of the following pairs are 
correctly matched? 

Political Organization Founder 
1. East India 

Association 
Dadabhai Naoroji 

2. Indian League Sisir Kumar Ghosh 
3. Madras Mahajan 

Sabha 
P. Ananda Charlu 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

25. Which of the following statements regarding 
Dadabhai Naoroji is/are correct? 
1. He was associated with the newspaper called 

Voice of India. 
2. He hoisted the first flag of independent India at 

the International Socialist Congress. 
3. He was one of the founders of the London India 

Society. 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

26. With reference to the revolt of 1857, which of the 
following was/were the causes of discontent of the 
sepoys against the British rule? 
1. Non-payment of foreign service allowance.
2. Discrimination in payments and promotion.
3. Compulsion to fight overseas when required.
4. Abolition of sati. 
5. Restriction on wearing caste and sectarian 

marks. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

27. Consider the following statements regarding the 
revolt of 1857:
1. The revolt in Bihar was led by Kunwar Singh.
2. Tantia Tope was associated with the revolt in 

Gwalior.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

28. Which of the following was/were the reasons 
behind the proclamation of Bahadur Shah Zafar 
as the Emperor of India by the rebels during the 
revolt of 1857?
1. Mughal dynasty had become the traditional 

symbol of India’s political unity.
2. The majority of leaders of the revolt were 

Muslims.
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

29. With reference to the Revolt of 1857, which of the 
following are the reasons of failure?
1. Limited territorial spread.
2. Lack of support from Indian elite class.
3. Lack of a coherent ideology and a political 

perspective. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

30. With reference to White mutiny, which of the 
following is/are correct? 

1. It took place during the governorship of Sir 
George Barlow. 

2. It was organized by Queen’s Army on the issue 
of allowance. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

31. Which of the following measures were undertaken 
by British to reorganize their army after the Revolt 
of 1857? 
1. The proportion of Europeans in the army was 

reduced. 
2. Non-martial soldiers were recruited in large 

numbers compared to martial soldiers. 
3. Indian troops were not employed in British 

possessions in Africa. 
Which of the statements given above are incorrect? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

32. With reference to the British policy towards 
princely states, consider the following statements: 
1. The policy of annexation was pursued after the 

Revolt of 1857. 
2. Fowler Committee defined the paramountcy of 

British crown over princely states.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

33. Consider the following statements regarding 
relationship between British administration and 
Princely States:
1. British crown adopted the title of Kaiser-i-Hind 

in 1857.
2. Under British paramountcy, the British 

Government had the right to interfere in the 
internal affairs of states.

3. The British helped princely states in adopting 
modern administrative institutions.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

34. Which of the following commissions was 
appointed after the Revolt of 1857 to look into the 
military affairs of India?
(a) Sadler Commission
(b) Peel Commission
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(c) Campbell Commission
(d) Strachey Commission

35. In the context of Indian history, arrange the 
following associations in chronological order of 
their establishment:
1. Bengal British Indian Society
2. The East India Association
3. Indian National Association
4. The Landholders’ Society
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 2-3-4-1
(b) 1-2-3-4
(c) 1-4-3-2
(d) 4-1-2-3

36. Consider the following statements: 
1. The early nationalists gave the slogan ‘No 

taxation without representation’ in criticism of 
Indian Councils Act 1892. 

2. A British committee of Indian National Congress 
was established in London in 1889. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 and 2

37. In the context of the India’s struggle for 
independence, arrange the following events in 
chronological order: 
1. Passing of the Indian Universities Act. 
2. Setting up of Aitchison Committee on Public 

Services. 
3. Formation of the East India Association in 

London. 
4. Gopal Krishna Gokhale founded the Servants of 

India Society. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 3-2-1-4 
(b) 3-2-4-1 
(c) 2-3-1-4 
(d) 3-1-4-2 

38. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Indian agriculture during British rule:
1. The Government of India Act of 1919 included 

agriculture in reserved list.
2. Scott-Moncrieff commission was appointed to 

draw up a comprehensive irrigation plan for 
India.

Which of statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

39. With reference to the Welby Commission, consider 
the following statements:
1. It was set up by the British government to 

examine the working of Indian Universities act 
1904.

2. Dadabhai Naoroji was the member of the Welby 
Commission.

3. The commission recommended the dominion 
status to India for the first time ever.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

40. The Younghusband mission set up by Lord Curzon 
is related to which of the following?
(a) To oblige Tibetans to come to an agreement with 

the British. 
(b) Make recommendation regarding press 

regulation in India.
(c) Enquire into the status of higher education.
(d) Secure the support of Muslim leaders for 

partitioning Bengal.

41. Which of the following statements regarding the 
moderate leader Gopal Krishna Gokhale is/ are 
correct? 
1. He was given the title of ‘the leader of the 

opposition’.
2. He was influenced by the British philosopher 

Edmund Burke. 
3. He was a professor at the Fergusson College in 

Pune.
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

42. Which of the following option is correct with 
reference to the ‘Indian National Association’?
(a) It supported the peasants cause in Pabna agrarian 

leagues unrest.
(b) It was a pro-zamindar organization.
(c) It operated as a separate organization even after 

the formation of congress.
(d) It had branches outside India as well.

43. With reference to the early nationalists, which of 
the following statements is/are incorrect?
1. They trained people in political work and helped 

to spread modern ideas.
2. They lacked political faith in the masses.
3. They received a strong support from United 

Indian Patriotic Association.
4. Lord Dufferin supported A.O. Hume in the 

foundation of Congress.
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
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(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 4 only
(d) 3 and 4 only

44. Consider the following events: 
1. British India Association 
2. Bangabhasha Prakshika Sabha 
3. The Indian League 
4. Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events? 
(a) 1-2-4-3
(b) 2-1-3-4 
(c) 2-1-4-3 
(d) 4-2-1-3 

45. In the context of Indian history, moderates 
demanded Indianization of government services, 
on which of the following grounds?
1. To save the expenditure of the government.
2. To reduce economic drain.
3. To promote equality.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

46. With reference to the objectives of Indian National 
Congress in early years (1885-1905) , which of the 
following statements is correct?
(a) Social and religious reforms in the country.
(b) Organize a national movement in princely states.
(c) Unify the people over a common economic and 

political program.
(d) Establish ‘swaraj’ in the country.

47. Consider the following events in the history of 
India:
1. Royal Titles Act passed.
2. Setting up of the High Courts at Calcutta, 

Bombay and Madras.
3. Appointment of Hunter Commission for 

education.
4. Appointment of Richard Strachey Commission 

on famine.
What is the correct chronological order of the above 
events, starting from the earliest time?
(a) 1-2-3-4
(b) 2-1-4-3
(c) 2-4-1-3
(d) 1-3-2-4

48. Consider the following statements regarding 
Dadabhai Naoroji: 
1. He was elected as a Member of Parliament in the 

United Kingdom. 

2. He organized the East India Association in 
London.

3. He presided over the first session of the Indian 
National Congress.

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

49. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Surendranath Banerjee:
1. He was the first Indian journalist to be 

imprisoned.
2. He founded the Voice of India newspaper to 

protest against British policies.
3. He established the Indian National Association.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

50. Consider the following statements regarding the 
East India Association (1866) :
1. It superseded the London Indian Society.
2. Its first President was Dadabhai Naoroji. 
3. Its branches were started in many Indian cities. 
Which of the following statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

51. Which of the following statements regarding 
Madras Mahajan Sabha is/are correct?
1. It was the first organisation in the Madras 

Presidency to agitate for the rights of Indians.
2. It adopted a moderate policy in its early days.
3. It was established by G. Subramania Iyer and P. 

Anandacharlu.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only 

52. Who among the following suggested that the 
Congress ‘was a product of Lord Dufferin’s brain,’ 
and it was started with the object of saving the 
British Empire from danger than with that of 
winning political liberty for India?
(a) R. C. Dutt
(b) G. K. Gokhale 
(c) Balgangadhar Tilak 
(d) Lala Lajpat Rai
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53. Which of the following statements regarding the 
approach of Moderates during Freedom Struggle 
is/are not correct?
1. Extra-constitutional means of agitation became 

their core policy towards British. 
2. Public meetings and processions emerged as 

major methods of mass mobilization.
3. Emphasis to Self-Reliance was given a priority 

by them.
4. They Believed in England’s providential mission 

in India.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) None

54. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
with reference to moderates?
1. The British Colonial Government was not hostile 

to the Congress during the moderate phase.
2. Moderates failed to garner a broad social base.
3. Moderates could not create a wide national 

awakening of Indians.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 and 2 only

55. Consider the following statements:
1. Romesh Chandra Dutt was a prominent 

economic critique of the British rule in India.
2. Pherozeshah Mehta was among the first to 

promote militant nationalism.
3. Kadambini Ganguly was the first woman 

graduate of the Calcutta University.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

56. The contributions made by Surendranath Banerjee 
to the cause of Indian National Movement include 
which among the following?
1. He was among the main architects of the Indian 

National Conference.
2. He founded the Indian National Association in 

1876.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

57. The theory of ‘Economic Drain’ was put forward 
by Dadabhai Naoroji in his book ‘Poverty and 

UnBritish Rule in India’. The major components 
of this drain include which among the following?
1. Interests on loans taken by the Indian 

Government from abroad.
2. Profits on foreign investments made by British 

capitalists in India.
3. Salaries and pensions of civil and military 

officials.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

58. Which among the following events happened 
earliest? 
(a) Swami Dayanand established Arya Samaj. 
(b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neel Darpan. 
(c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote 

Anandmath. 
(d) Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian to 

succeed in the Indian Civil Services Examination. 

59. Consider the following statements regarding 
United India Patriotic Association:
1. It was launched by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan as a 

reactionary step to counter congress propaganda.
2. Its main objective was to advocate Muslim 

interests.
3. Only Muslims were allowed to be its member.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) All of the above

60. With reference to the events that happened during 
the term of Lord Canning, which of the following 
is/are correct?
1. Hindu Widow Remarriage Act was passed 

during his term.
2. Indian Penal Code was prepared.
3. Universities at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay 

were established.
Select the correct answer from the codes giving 
below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) All of the above

61. With reference to Indian Civil Services Agitations 
which of the following statement is/are incorrect?
1. It was organized against the reduction in 

maximum age for appearing in the Indian Civil 
Services.

2. British Indian Association launched this 
movement in 1877.
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Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both I and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

62. Which of the following events are associated with 
Lord Ripon: 
1. Repeal of the Vernacular Press Act. 
2. Government resolution on local self-

government. 
3. The Ilbert Bill. 
Which of the statements given above is/ are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

63. Which of the following statement is/are correct 
with reference to sessions of Indian National 
Congress?
1. In 1936, for the first time there were two sessions 

held in a year.
2. At Calcutta session 1928, All India Youth 

Congress came into existence.
3. No foreigner was elected as the President of INC 

for more than one term.
Select the correct option from the codes given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) All of the above

64. With reference to Tibet Frontier Commission 
which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It was established during the term of Lord 

Curzon.
2. As part of it, Chumbi valley was occupied by 

British forces.
3. Sikkim was adopted as a frontier between India 

and Tibet.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) All of the above

65. With respect to “Dual Control” of military 
member in the Viceroy’s Executive Council, which 
of the following statement is/are correct?
1. Military member was under the direct control of 

Commander-in-chief.
2. It led to Curzon-Kitchener controversy which 

resulted in resignation of Lord Curzon.
Select the correct answer from the codes given 
below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

66. With respect to Police Commission of 1902 which 
of the following statement is/are correct?
1. It was setup under the chairmanship of Sir 

Andrew Frazer.
2. It recommended the setting up of Criminal 

Investigation Department (CID) in each 
province.

Select the correct answer from the codes given 
below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

67. with reference to the white superiority maintained 
by British during colonial rule, which of the 
following statements is/are correct?
1. The Charter act of 1833 introduced the 

Indianization of covenanted civil services. 
2. No Indians were allowed in the commissioned 

ranks in military service till 1918.
3. The Ilbert bill controversy exposed the white 

superiority during British rule.
4. It was under the Cornwallis that the European 

subjects in both civil and criminal cases could be 
tried by Indian Judges.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

68. Whom amongst the following Indian nationalists 
provided economic critique of colonialism in 
India? 
1. Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
2. G. Subramaniya Iyer 
3. Prithwishchandra Ray 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, and 3 

69. Which of the following are the reasons which 
contributed towards the deindustrialization of 
India in the 19th century? 
1. Introduction of the Charter Act of 1813. 
2. Introduction of railways in India. 
3. British policies of conquest in India. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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70. With reference to the development of modern 
industry in India during the British rule, consider 
the following statements: 
1. The first cotton textile mill was set up in Bombay. 
2. The development of heavy industries was 

preferred by the British over consumer 
industries. 

3. Most of the modern industries were foreign-
owned. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

71. With reference to the state of Indian agriculture 
during British rule, consider the following 
statements: 
1. During the latter half of nineteenth century, 

commercial crops became more remunerative 
than food grains. 

2. The plantation sector was mostly owned by 
Europeans. 

3. Commercialization of agriculture was an 
outcome of Indian peasant’s demand to improve 
the conditions of agriculture. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

72. Consider the following events: 
1. Vernacular Press Act 
2. Age of Consent Act 
3. First Indian to qualify for Indian Civil Services 
4. Ilbert Bill Controversy 
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events? 
(a) 1-2-4-3 
(b) 2-1-3-4 
(c) 3-1-4-2 
(d) 3-4-1-2 

73. Which of the following introduced the “Lahore 
Gate Improvement scheme “in 1888? 
(a) Robert Clarke 
(b) Charles Canning 
(c) William Hare 
(d) Edward Stanley

74. Which of the following could be considered as the 
reasons for the rise of Indian nationalism? 
1. Indian Renaissance 
2. Reaction to British imperialist policies 
3. Modernization initiated in India by the British 
4. Effect of French Revolution 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

75. Consider the following pairs:

Newspaper Publisher 
1. Darpan Dadabhai Naoroji 
2. Indian Mirror N. N. Sen 
3. Swadesamitran G. Subramaniya Aiyar 

Which of the pairs given above are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

76. Which of the following factors are responsible for 
the outbreak of the revolt of 1857?
1. Unpopular revenue settlement policy of British
2. Policy of doctrine of lapse
3. Passing of the General Service Enlistment Act
4. Refusal of the government to pay foreign service 

allowance for fighting in remote regions.
5. Legislative measure declaring that a change of 

religion would not debar a son from inheriting 
his father’s property.

6. Passing of the Calcutta Corporation Act
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 only
(b) 1, 3, 4, and 5 only
(c) 1, 2, 4 and 6 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6

77. With reference to the revolt of 1857, consider the 
following statements:
1. There was cooperation between Hindus and 

Muslims.
2. Maulvi Ahmadullah led the revolt from Faizabad.
3. The introduction of telegraph was decisive in 

tracking the strategy of the leaders of the revolt.
4. Colin Campbell was the commander-in-Chief 

during the time of revolt.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

78. With reference to the Indian National Congress in 
Indian history, consider the following statements:
1. Its first session was presided by A.O. Hume in 

1885.
2. It was formed to put forward the demand of 

dominion status for India.
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3. From the initial years of the formation, it largely 
included social reforms in its agenda.

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

79. With reference to modern Indian history, ‘The 
Azamgarh Proclamation’ is related to which of the 
following events?
(a) Battle of Buxar
(b) Battle of Plassey
(c) Revolt of 1857
(d) Annexation of Awadh

80. Match the following sets of pair(s):

Newspaper Personality/Founder
1. Mirat-ul-akbar A. Sir syed Ahmed 

2. Jnanavesan B. Rammohan Roy
3. Indian mirror C. Keshub Chandra sen 
4. Tahzib-al-akhlaq D. Vivian derozio

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below: 
(a) D-1, C-2, B-3, A-4 
(b) B-1, D-2, C-3, A-4 
(c) A-1, D-2, C-3, B-4 
(d) B-1, A-2, D-3, C-4 

81. With reference to ‘Phadke’s Ramosi Uprising’, 
consider the following statements:
1. It was led by Bishnu Biswas Phadke.
2. It was against the high taxes on farmers.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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SOLUTIONS

3.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Home Charges’ referred to the expenditure incurred in 
England by the Secretary of State on behalf of India.
The following constituted the Home Charges:
Dividends on East India Stock, Interest on Public debt 
raised abroad, the salaries of the officers, establishments 
of the and building connected with the Home Department 
of Indian Government, furlough and pensions to British 
officers in Military and Civil departments in India. 
Charges of all descriptions paid to the British troops 
serving in India and portion of the cost of transporting 
the British troops to and from India.

2. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
The British Committee of Indian National Congress was 
founded in 1889 by Sir William Wedderburn as Chairman 
and William Digby as it’s secretary to achieve political 
reforms in India by gathering support from British 
public. Dadabhai Naroji and W.S.Caine were some of its 
important members. Sir William Wedderburn entered 
House of Commons in British Parliament in 1893 as a 
Liberal member. 
The British Committee of Indian National Congress 
decided to carry Indian Propaganda on three fronts:
• In House of Common by organising the Indian 

Parliamentary Committee
• On platform, by arranging meetings and lectures
• In the press, by founding the journal ‘India’
The role of Sir William Wedderburn and W.S. 
Caine were instrumental in setting up the Indian 
Parliamentary Committee in 1893. Wedderburn played 
a key role in passing the resolution for simultaneously 
conducting Civil Services Exam in India.

3. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Naoroji’s major contribution to the Indian independence 
movement was his “Drain of Wealth” theory, a detailed 
analytical study of how the colonial rulers of the 
subcontinent pillaged its economic resources and 
shattered its industrial capacity. The theory was most 
cogently demonstrated in his 1901 work Poverty and Un-
British Rule in India.
Naoroji used the British imperial state’s own data to 
prove its historical impoverishment of the subcontinent 
by mapping Indian net profit alongside different ventures 
being undertaken by the British Raj. He calculated 

that drain of India’s wealth, resulted in a yearly loss of 
approximately £30-40 million with only £250,000’s worth 
of capital injected back into India per annum

4. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
The Criminal Procedure Code of 1873 laid down that 
except in Presidency towns no Magistrate or Sessions 
Judge could try a European British subject unless he 
himself was a European by birth. 
The Illbert Bill (1883) , proposed by viceroy Lord Ripon 
intended to give jurisdiction to Indian judges over 
Europeans. It sought to empower the Indian district 
Magistrates and sessions judges to try Europeans in 
criminal cases. 
Ripon’s Government had sought to abolish “judicial 
disqualification based on race distinctions” and to give 
the Indian members of the covenanted civil service 
the same powers and rights as those enjoyed by their 
European colleagues. Ripon had to modify the bill, thus 
almost defeating the original purpose, because of the stiff 
opposition from the European community.

5. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Dadabhai Naoroji in his book titled Poverty and Un-
British Rule in India talked about the drain theory. R. 
C. Dutt, Ranade, Gokhale, G. Subramania Iyer were also 
critics of economic policies of British.

6. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Surat split happened in the year 1907 just after the 
Swadeshi Movement. The Swadeshi movement has its 
genesis in the anti-partition movement which was started 
to oppose the British decision to divide Bengal. With the 
start of the Swadeshi movement at the turn of the century, 
the Indian National Movement took a major leap forward. 
Within the congress, there was rift between several 
members regarding the movement.

7. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Annie Besant who was 
instrumental in creation of Home Rule League presided 
over the 1917 session in Calcutta and became the first 
woman president of INC. 
Sarojini Naidu joined the Indian National Movement in 
the wake of the 1905 partition of Bengal. She was elected 
as the President of the Indian National Congress Party in 
1925, Kanpur Session. Thus, Sarojini Naidu was the first 
Indian women President of INC.
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Statement 2 is correct. Badruddin Tyabji came back to 
India from England in December 1867 and became the 
first Indian barrister in the High Court of Bombay.
Badruddin Tyabji became the first Muslim president of 
the Indian National Congress. Overall, he was the third 
President of the Congress after WC Bannerjee and 
Dadabhai Naoroji (1886).

8. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
There was a fundamental difference between the political 
ideologies of the extremists’ and moderates which led to 
their split at Surat Session of Congress in 1907.
The veteran moderate politicians refused to accommodate 
the new extremist’s trend within the Congress policies and 
programmes, and this led to the split in the Congress in its 
Surat session in 1907.
The Extremists, during the Swadeshi Movement, decided 
to give a call for wide passive resistance and boycott of 
schools, colleges, legislative councils, municipalities, law 
courts, etc. The Moderates, encouraged by the news that 
council reforms were on the anvil, decided to tone down 
the scheme adopted at Calcutta Session.
The Extremists thought that the people had been aroused 
and the time had come for direct confrontation with 
the British. They considered the Moderates to be a 
drag on the movement and no longer have faith in the 
capacity of the moderates to negotiate with the British 
Government. They decided that it was necessary to Part 
Company with the Moderates, even if it meant a split in 
the Congress. On the other hand, the Moderates thought 
that it would be dangerous that stage to associate with 
the Extremists whose anti-imperialist agitation would be 
ruthlessly suppressed by the mighty colonial forces.
Both sides adopted rigid positions, which ultimately 
led to split. The moderates after the Surat Split in 1907 
demanded colonial self-government, as against the 
extremist demand of complete independence.

3.2. Practice Questions

9. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
The Bombay Association was the first political 
organization from the Bombay Presidency founded on 
26 August 1852. Its main members were Sir Jamshedji 
Jijibhoy, Jagannath Shankar Sheth, Naoroji Furdunjee, 
Dr. Bhau Daji Lad, Dadabhai Naoroji. 

10. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement b is correct. Through ‘Queen’s proclamation’ 
the People of India were promised freedom of religion 
without interference from British officials. 

11. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 

Statement 1 is incorrect: The Peasants, especially those 
of Awadh and Bengal were the backbone of the revolt 
along with the Sepoys of this region in Company Army. 
They were highly dissatisfied with the oppressive and alien 
land taxation system of the British. 
Statement 2 is correct: The merchants, who often were 
also money lenders, had profited from british policies, 
especially land revenue policies which caused auction of 
Zamindaries (sunset clause) or forced ryots to borrow 
money to pay uneconomic rents. So, they did not resent 
the British and did not participate in the revolt. 
Statement 3 is correct: The newly formed western 
educated middle class was the product of the British 
system of education and they believed mistakenly that the 
British would lead the country towards modernization. 
So, they didn’t participate. 
Statement 4 is correct: Many big Zamindars, especially 
those outside Bengal’s Permanent Settlement system, 
who had not been evicted, remained loyal to the British 
who helped them maintain their local dominance, so 
they did not participate. Some of the dispossessed Awadh 
Taluqdars and Bengali Zamindars that did participate 
initially were also won back by the British by promising 
pardon and promising no eviction or alienation. 

12. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Rampant corruption in the 
Company’s administration, especially among the police, 
petty officials and lower law courts, was a major cause of 
discontent. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The annexation of Indian states 
by the Company cut off the major source of patronage 
to the artisans and handicrafts people. The native rulers 
and the nobles could not afford to be patrons of the crafts 
workers now. Added to this, British policy discouraged 
Indian handicrafts and promoted British goods. The 
highly skilled Indian craftsmen were forced to look for 
alternate sources of employment that hardly existed, as the 
destruction of Indian handicrafts was not accompanied 
by the development of modern industries. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Indian trade and mercantile 
class were deliberately crippled by the British who 
imposed high tariff duties on Indian-made goods. At 
the same time, the import of British goods into India 
attracted low tariffs, thus encouraging their entry into 
India. 
Statement 4 is correct: The revolt of 1857 coincided 
with certain outside events in which the British suffered 
serious losses—the First Afghan War (1838-42), Punjab 
Wars (1845-49), and the Crimean Wars (1854-56). These 
had obvious psychological repercussions. The British 
were seen to be not so strong and it was felt that they 
could be defeated. 

13. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
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Statement 1 is correct: Lord Canning was appointed the 
Governor General of India in 1856. It was during his 
time that the revolt of 1857 took place. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: At Delhi the nominal and 
symbolic leadership belonged to the Mughal emperor, 
Bahadur Shah, but the real command lay with a court of 
soldiers headed by General Bakht Khan who had led the 
revolt of Bareilly troops and brought them to Delhi. 
Maulvi Ahmadullah of Faizabad was a native of 
Madras. He fought a stiff battle against the British 
troops. He emerged as one of the revolt’s acknowledged 
leaders once it broke out in Awadh in May 1857.  
Statement 3 is incorrect: The Rani of Jhansi and 
Tantia Tope marched towards Gwalior where  
they were hailed by the Indian soldiers. The Sindhia, the 
local ruler, however, decided to side with the English and 
took shelter at Agra. 

14. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The peasants fought with axes and 
swords against the new latest rifles of British Army. The 
weapons raised by Indian sepoys too were limited and 
could not last long. 
Statement 2 is correct: The sepoys and peasants did not 
have a well-formed communication network. So many 
times, allies were late to help comrades in other areas. 
This caused many defeats and losses. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: This revolt was an example 
of Hindu Muslim unity in India’s history of struggle 
against the British. So, this was not a reason for 
weakening of the revolt. 
Statement 4 is correct: The mutineers lacked a clear 
understanding of colonial rule; nor did they have a 
forward-looking programme, a coherent ideology, 
a political perspective or a societal alternative. 
The rebels represented diverse elements with 
differing grievances and concepts of current politics.  
The idea and concept of nationalism was non-existent at 
this time. People in various parts of India did not see a 
common identity and the British as an enslaving common 
threat to be eliminated. 

15. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: The ratio of Indian to 
Europeans in company army fell, i.e. the Europeans 
increased in number and the Indians decreased in number 
in Company’s army to avoid future chances of revolt. 
Statement 2 is correct: The organization of the Indian 
section of the army was now based on the policy of “divide 
and rule”. Regiments were created on the basis of caste, 
community and region to prevent the development of 
any nationalistic feeling among the soldiers. Community, 
caste, tribal and regional loyalties were encouraged so 
as to obstruct the forging of the solidarity that was evident 
among the sepoys from Awadh in 1857. 

Statement 3 is correct: The rule of Indian territories was 
taken from the hands of the East India Company and 
invested directly into the British government running 
in the name of Queen Victoria. This was done via a 
proclamation in the Act of Good Government, 1858. 
Statement 4 is correct: In the North Western Provinces, 
the British made widespread confiscation and 
redistribution of land. Some incomplete figures show 
that land assessed at ₹17 lakhs was confiscated and land 
assessed at ₹ 9 lakhs was given in reward. In making land 
rewards it was the larger landholders who were preferred. 

16. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The East India Company’s 
monopoly of Indian trade was abolished in 1813. 
The Government of India now followed a policy of free 
trade or unrestricted entry of British goods. Indian 
handicrafts were exposed to the fierce and unequal 
competition of the machine-made products of Britain and 
faced extinction. 
India had to admit British goods free or at nominal tariff 
rates. The free trade imposed on India was one-sided. 
Statement 2 is correct. By the middle of the 19th 
century, British economic policy with India underwent 
changes. 
After 1850, a very large amount of British capital was 
invested in railways, loans to the Indian Government, and 
to a smaller extent in tea plantations, coal mining, jute 
mills, shipping industry, trade and banking. India now 
served as an area for investment of foreign capital. 

17. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The British tended to rely on 
market forces to deal with famine problems, they did 
nothing to stimulate agriculture. Under British pressure, 
the government in India allowed unrestricted exports of 
foodgrains even during times of famine. The government 
made sure that foodgrain prices were determined by the 
market forces of supply and demand. 
Statement 2 is correct. Deindustrialization led to 
the process of ruralisation of India. Many artisans, 
faced with diminishing returns and repressive policies, 
abandoned their professions, moved to villages and 
took the job of agriculture. This resulted in increased 
pressure on land. An overburdened agriculture sector 
was a major cause of poverty during British rule and this 
upset the village economic set-up. According to Census 
Reports, between 1901 and 1941 alone the percentage 
of population dependent on agriculture increased from 
63.7 per cent to 70 per cent. Thus, British conquest led 
to the deindustrialization of the country and increased 
dependence of the people on agriculture. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The 1944 famine in Bengal 
was due to war conditions and transport difficulties 
rather than crop failure. Amartya Sen’s study (1982) 
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on the Bengal famine of 1943-44 had emphasised that 
the famine was not preceded by any natural disaster, 
but rather because the agrarian economy of Bengal 
was highly commercialised and a large area was under 
cultivation for non-food crops for exports. 

18. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The most sophisticated account 
of the economic drain was made by Dadabhai Naoroji 
in 1871 in his book, Poverty and un-British Rule in 
India. However, Dadabhai did not claim any originality 
as far as the genesis of the concept of drain was concerned. 
He borrowed the concept from the writings of the British 
authors. 
To the British writers like Sir John Shore (in 1787), Mr. 
Frederik John Shore (in 1837), Mr. Sanile Marriot (in 
1837), etc., the concept of economic drain involved: 
1. Trade without equivalent returns, 
2. Drain of wealth, and 
3. Annual tribute. 
Statement 2 is correct. The crux of the drain theory was 
the concept of “unrequited exports” which produced no 
equivalent returns. According to Dadabhai, the external 
economic drain was a drain because of unrequited exports. 
India’s export surplus, that is, the excess of exports over 
imports, was virtually ‘unrequited’. 
Statement 3 is correct. ‘Home Charges’ which referred 
to the expenditure incurred in England by the Secretary 
of State on behalf of India. The Home Charges were 
annually remitted to England to pay interest on money 
expended in India on railways and irrigation works and 
for other purposes of the Government, to pay for stores, 
charges for effective and non-effective services of British 
troops on the Indian establishment, furlough and retired 
pay of Civil and Military -Officers and servants of the 
Government and other expenditures. 

19. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 and 2 are correct: Zamindari Association 
is reckoned to be the first political association of modern 
India. Formally launched in Calcutta in March 1838, it was 
renamed the Landholders’ Society shortly afterwards. 
Landed magnates like Raja radhakant dev, dwarkanath 
tagore, Prasanna Kumar Tagore, Rajkamal Sen and 
Bhabani Charan Mitra were its leading members. The 
promotion of landholders’ interests through petitions to 
government and discreet persuasion of the bureaucracy 
was its professed object. Among its aims were securing 
a halt to the resumption of rent-free tenures and an 
extension of the permanent settlement of land all over 
India, including the grant of lease of waste land to their 
occupants. The demand for reform of the judiciary, 
the police and the revenue departments was also on its 
agenda. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a 
socio-religious reformer and founder of the Brahmo 

Sabha (later called Samaj). He is not associated with 
Landholders society. 

20. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
British Indian Association was founded in 1851 by 
merging both the Landholders’ Society and the Bengal 
British India Society at Calcutta with Raja Radhakanta 
Dev and Debendranath Tagore as its President and 
Secretary respectively. 
It sent a petition to the British Parliament demanding 
inclusion of some of its suggestions in the renewed 
Charter of the Company, such as – 
1. establishment of a separate legislature of a popular 

character 
2. separation of executive from judicial functions 
3. reduction in salaries of higher officers 
4. abolition of salt duty, abkari and stamp duties 
These were partially accepted when the Charter Act of 
1853 provided for the addition of six members to the 
governor-general’s council for legislative purposes. 
Dominion status was not a demand of British Indian 
Association. 

21. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Indian National Congress 
was not the first political organisation in India. However, 
most of the political associations in the early half of 
the nineteenth century were dominated by wealthy 
and aristocratic elements. The political associations 
of the second half of the nineteenth century came to be 
increasingly dominated by the educated middle class—the 
lawyers, journalists, doctors, teachers, etc. 
Statement 2 is correct. They were local or regional in 
character. Example - The Bangabhasha Prakasika Sabha, 
Landholders’ Society, The Bengal British India Society 
etc. The political associations of the second half of the 
nineteenth century like the INC were national in nature. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. They did not only demand 
administrative reforms. Through long petitions to the 
British Parliament most of them demanded – 
1. administrative reforms 
2. association of Indians with the administration 
3. spread of education 

22. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Early Congress was primarily 
composed of urban elites, professionals and some landed 
gentry, who were high-caste Hindus. The disparity 
in representation and social composition had serious 
repercussions on the programme and performance of the 
Congress. Needless to say, freedom from colonial rule 
was nowhere on the agenda. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. They exposed the exploitative 
character of colonial rule to an extent, thus undermining 
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its moral foundations. The economic critique of colonial 
rule exposed the exploitative character of the Britishers. 
Statement 3 is correct. Early congress during the 
moderate era did not take up the issues of the poor 
masses so as to not alienate the aristocrats and the 
landed zamindar members of the congress. The moderate 
phase of the national movement had a narrow social 
base and the masses played a passive role. This was 
because the early nationalists lacked political faith in 
the masses; they felt that there were numerous divisions 
and subdivisions in the Indian society, and the masses 
were generally ignorant and had conservative ideas and 
thoughts. 

23. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Moderates believed in 
England’s Providential mission theory. It was extremists 
who rejected the providential mission theory. 
Statement 2 is correct. The nationalists were able to 
transform these councils into forums for ventilating 
popular grievances, for exposing the defects of an 
indifferent bureaucracy, for criticising government 
policies/proposals, raising basic economic issues, 
especially regarding public finance. 
Statement 3 is correct. The nationalists were able to 
enhance their political stature and build a national 
movement while undermining the political and moral 
influence of imperialist rule. This helped in generating 
anti-imperialist sentiments among the public. They were 
able to create a wide national awakening of all Indians 
having common interests and the need to rally around 
a common programme against a common enemy, and 
above all, the feeling of belonging to one nation. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. Women got the right to vote 
in the Government of India Act 1919. It was not a 
direct impact of the moderate role in the Indian National 
Congress. The moderates had failed to widen their 
democratic base and the scope of their demands. 

24. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. The East India Association 
was organised by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1866 in London to 
discuss the Indian question and influence public men in 
England to promote Indian welfare. Later, branches of the 
association were started in prominent Indian cities. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. The Indian League was 
started in 1875 by Sisir Kumar Ghosh with the object of 
“stimulating the sense of nationalism amongst the people” 
and of encouraging political education. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. The Madras Mahajan 
Sabha was founded in 1884 by M. Viraraghavachari, 
B. Subramaniya Aiyer and P. Anandacharlu. It is 
considered to be a predecessor of the Indian National 
Congress. 

25. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: He published a monthly paper 
called Voice of India to secure justice (administrative 
and economic) for Indians under British rule. He 
sought to present the true state of matters in India to the 
influential and powerful people of Britain to gain redress. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: Madame Bhikhaji Cama hoisted 
the first flag of independent India at the International 
Socialist Congress held in Stuttgart in 1907. 
Statement 3 is correct: He founded the London 
India Society along with WC Banerjee to expose the 
true miserable conditions in India under British 
administration to the parliamentarians in London. 
He was a moderate and believed that the British were 
honorable and would take corrective measures once made 
aware of the true state of affairs in India.

26. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
 Leading to the revolt of 1857, there was rising discontent 
of the sepoys against the British rule due to the following 
reasons: 
1. discrimination in payment and promotions 
2. refusal of the government to pay foreign service 

allowance while fighting in remote regions. 
3. Enlistment Act (1856) ordering all recruits to be ready 

for service both within and outside India.
4. Indian soldiers were not allowed to wear marks like 

Tilak, beard or turban. 
5. abolition of practices like sati and the legislation 

legalizing widow remarriage, were believed as 
threats to the established Indian social structure. 

27. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is the correct answer
Statement 1 is correct. At Bihar, the revolt was led by 
Kunwar Singh. 
Statement 2 is correct. Rani Laxmibai was joined by 
Tantia Tope, a close associate of Nana Saheb, after the loss 
of Kanpur. The Rani of Jhansi and Tantia Tope marched 
towards Gwalior where they were hailed by the Indian 
soldiers. 

28. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is the correct answer
Statement 1 is correct. Delhi was the Centre of the Great 
Revolt and Bahadur Shah, its symbol. This spontaneous 
raising of the last Mughal king to the leadership of the 
country was a recognition of the fact that the long reign 
of Mughal dynasty had become the traditional symbol 
of India’s political unity. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. During the entire revolt, there 
was complete cooperation between Hindus and Muslims 
at all levels—people, soldiers, leaders. Both Hindus and 
Muslims were well represented in leadership.
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29. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
 Statement 1 is correct: The revolt failed to extend to all 
parts of the country. The eastern, southern, and western 
parts of India remained more or less unaffected.
Statement 2 is correct: Large sections of the population 
did not support it. And some sections in fact threw their 
support behind the British acting as “Break waters to 
storm.” Educated Indians viewed this revolt as backward 
looking. It received lukewarm response from Indian 
elite class.
Statement 3 is correct: The mutineers lacked a clear 
understanding of colonial rule; nor did they have a 
forward-looking programme, a coherent ideology, a 
political perspective or a societal alternative. 

30. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct 
Statement 1 is incorrect. During governorship of Sir 
George Barlow, Vellore Mutiny took place. White Mutiny 
took place during the governorship of Lord Canning. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Prior to 1861, there were two 
separate military forces in India, operating under the 
British rule. One was the Queen’s army and the other 
comprised the units of the East India Company. The 
White mutiny was organized by Company’s troops.

31. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. After 1857, the domination of 
the army by its European branch was carefully guaranteed. 
The proportion of Europeans to Indians in the army 
was raised. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. After the revolt, soldiers 
from Avadh, Bihar, Central India and South India, were 
declared non-martial. These group of soldiers were no 
longer taken in the army on a large scale. On the other 
hand, the Sikhs, Gurkhas, and Pathans who has assisted in 
the suppression of the revolt were declared to be martial 
and were recruited in large numbers. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Indian troops were not 
maintained for India’s defence alone, but were readily 
employed in British possessions in Asia and Africa. 

32. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. British wanted to keep Princely 
States as a buffer against future political unrest. To reward 
them for their loyalty during the revolt of 1857, the 
policy of annexation was abandoned. The new policy 
was to depose or punish but not annex. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Butler Committee was set up to 
examine the nature of relationship between the princely 
states and government. It recommended that Crown’s 
paramountcy must define itself according to the shifting 
necessities of time and progressive development of states. 
Thus, it left the paramountcy of Crown undefined. 

The Indian currency committee or Fowler committee was 
established in 1898 to examine the currency situation in 
India. 

33. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Queen adopted the title 
of Kaiser-I-Hind (Queen Empress of India) in 1876, to 
emphasize British sovereignty over entire India
Statement 2 is correct. With paramountcy, the British 
Government exercised the right to interfere in the 
internal affairs of states through their residents or by 
appointing and dismissing ministers and officials. 
Statement 3 is correct. The British helped these states 
to adopt modern administrative institutions. The 
motive for interference was also provided by the rise of 
nationalist, democratic sentiments in these states, the 
suppression of which, the British realized, was essential 
for their survival.

34. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
The Peel Commission (1859) was formed with the 
purpose of policy creation regarding the future 
composition of the Indian Army in post-Mutiny India. 
It comprised of high-ranking officers of the British and 
Indian armies and was headed by the Secretary of State of 
War, Major-General Peel, 
It suggested several measures like –
• Increasing the ratio of Europeans in the Indian army
• Making regiments on caste lines initiating the policy 

of divide and rule
• Not promoting Indians to the higher ranks.

35. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 4. The Zamindari Association, more popularly 
known as the ‘Landholders’ Society’, was founded in 
1837 to safeguard the interests of the landlords. 
Statement 1. The Bengal British India Society was 
founded in 1843 with the objective of “the collection 
and dissemination of information relating to the actual 
condition of the people of British India. 
Statement 2. The East India Association was organised 
by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1866 in London to discuss the 
Indian question and influence public men in England to 
promote Indian welfare. 
Statement 3. The Indian Association of Calcutta (also 
known as the Indian National Association) superseded 
the Indian League and was founded in 1876 by younger 
nationalists of Bengal led by Surendranath Banerjea and 
Ananda Mohan Bose.

36.  Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Indian Councils Act 1892 
introduced reforms which were severely criticized at 
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Congress sessions, where the nationalists demanded a 
majority of elected Indians and control over the budget, 
i.e., the power to vote upon and amend the budget. They 
gave the slogan— “No taxation without representation”. 
The slogan was raised for the Indian Councils Act 1892. 
Statement 2 is correct. A British committee of the 
Indian National Congress was established in London in 
1889 which had India as its organ. In 1890, it was decided 
to hold a session of the Indian National Congress in 
London in 1892 but owing to the British elections of 1891 
the proposal was postponed and never revived later. 

37. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct 
Statement 3. Formation of the East India Association 
in London - 1866: Organised by Dadabhai Naoroji to 
discuss issues of Indian subjects and to influence public 
men in England to promote Indian welfare. 
Statement 2. Setting up of Aitchison Committee on 
Public Services - 1886: By Lord Dufferin. 
Statement 1. Passing of the Indian Universities Act: 
1904 - Based on the recommendations of the Raleigh 
Commission, the Indian Universities Act was passed. In 
all, greater control was established over universities and 
this was condemned by the nationalists. 
Statement 4. Gopal Krishna Gokhale founded the 
Servants of India Society in 1905. The objective of the 
society was to prepare a cadre of selfless workers who 
could work for the country in true spirit.

38. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Agriculture was included as 
transferred subject in GOI act 1919. 
Statement 2 is correct. Lord Curzon appointed a 
Commission chaired by Sir Colin Scott-Moncrieff in 
1901 to draw up a comprehensive irrigation plan for 
India.

39. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Welby Commission was 
set up by the British Government to investigate wasteful 
spending in India. Established in 1895, its official name 
was the Royal Commission on the Administration of 
Expenditure of India. It had nothing to do with Indian 
Universities act 1904.
Statement 2 is correct. The Commission included 
Dadabhai Naoroji as the sole Indian member. Dadabhai 
Naoroji was the first Indian to sit on a Royal Commission 
(the Welby Commission) .
Statement 3 is incorrect. No recommendation of 
Dominion status was made by the commission. 

40. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct

Tibet was ruled by a theocracy of Buddhist monks 
(lamas) under nominal suzerainty of China. The Chinese 
suzerainty over Tibet was ineffective and Russian 
influence at Lhasa was increasing. There were reports of 
Russian arms and ammunition coming into Tibet. Curzon 
felt alarmed and sent a small Gorkha contingent under 
Colonel Younghusband on a special mission to Tibet 
to oblige the Tibetans to come to an agreement. The 
Tibetans refused to negotiate and offered non-violent 
resistance. 

41. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Gokhale was loved and recognised 
by the people. Proud of his legislative achievement 
they were to confer him the title of ‘the leader of the 
opposition’. 
Statement 2 is correct: He was a protégé of Ranade and 
influenced by the British philosopher-parliamentarian 
Edmund Burke. 
Statement 3 is correct: He joined as a professor at the 
Fergusson College in Pune, where he taught political 
economy and history. Gokhale studied at the Elphinstone 
College in Mumbai.

42. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Option a is correct: Number of young Indian intellectuals 
supported the peasants’ cause in Pabna agrarian league 
unrest. These included Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, 
R.C. Dutt and the Indian Association under 
Surendranath Banerjee.
Option b is incorrect: The Indian Association of Calcutta 
(also known as the Indian National Association) not a pro 
zamindar organization.
Option c is incorrect: The association was a forerunner 
of the Indian National Congress as an all-India nationalist 
organisation. It later merged with the Indian National 
Congress in 1886.
Option d is incorrect: It was the first all India political 
association in the pre-Congress period. Branches of the 
association were opened in other towns and cities of 
Bengal and even outside Bengal. But it didn’t have any 
branches outside India.

43. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The early nationalists made 
efforts to train people in political work and to spread 
modern ideas. Thus, they were able to create a wide 
awareness among the masses regarding political questions. 
They represented the most progressive forces of the time.
Statement 2 is correct. The early nationalists lacked 
political faith in the Masses.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The early nationalists did 
not receive the support from United Indian Patriotic 
Association. In fact, it was created by Sir Syed Ahmed 
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Khan and Raja Shiv Prasad Singh of Benaras to counter 
Congress’ activities.
Statement 4 is incorrect. Lord Dufferin never supported 
A.O. Hume in the foundation of Congress. Lord 
Dufferin even called the Congress ‘a factory of sedition’.

44. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1. British India Association was created 
in 1851 with the merger of Landholder’s Society and 
British India Society. It also sent a petition to British 
parliament demanding inclusion of some suggestions in 
the Charter Act of the Company. 
Statement 2. Bangabhasha Prakashika Sabha was 
formed in 1836 by associates of Raja Rammohan Roy. 
Statement 3. The Indian League was created in 1875 
by Sisir Kumar Ghosh with the object of “stimulating 
the sense of nationalism amongst the people’ and 
encouraging political education. 
Statement 4. Poona Sarvajanik Sabha was founded 
in 1867 by M.G. Ranade and others, with the object of 
serving as a bridge between the government and the 
people. 

45. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. As British civil servants expected 
very high salaries, Indianization of the government 
services could have reduced the burden on government 
expenditure. This in turn would have saved taxpayers 
money.
Statement 2 is correct. Most of the British servants 
remitted their salaries back home and their pensions 
were also paid in England. This had resulted in economic 
drain of India. Hence, Indianization of the services could 
have stopped this drain.
Statement 3 is correct. On moral grounds, Indians 
were discriminated against by keeping them away 
from important offices. Hence, Indianization of the civil 
services could have led to more equality.

46. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Option c is correct. Unifying the people over a common 
economic and political programme was a major goal of 
the Congress during its initial years. In this they tried to 
politicise and politically educate the people.

47. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
 The correct chronological order of the events is as follow-
1. 1865 - The High Courts at Calcutta, Bombay and 

Madras were set up by merging of Supreme Court 
and Sadar Adalats. 

2. 1876 - Royal Titles Act was passed.
3. 1878 – Appointment of a Famine Commission under 

the presidentship of Richard Strachey. 

4. 1882 – The Hunter Commission was appointed to 
review the progress of education in the country since 
the Wood’s Dispatch, 1854. 

48. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. In the 1892 Parliamentary 
Elections in Britain, Dadabhai Naoroji was elected 
from the Finsbury Central seat as a candidate of the 
Liberal Party. Naoroji was the first Asian to be a British 
Member of Parliament (MP) . 
Statement 2 is correct. The East India Association was 
organized by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1866 in London to 
discuss the Indian question and influence public men in 
England to promote Indian welfare. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Dadabhai Naoroji presided over 
the Indian National Congress thrice - in 1886, 1893 and 
1906. W. C. Bonnerjee presided over the first session of 
the Indian National Congress in 1885. 

49. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. In 1883, Surendranath Banerjea 
became the first Indian journalist to be imprisoned. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Surendranath Banerjee 
founded the newspaper “The Bengalee” in 1879 to 
launch powerful press campaign against the British 
policies. Voice of India was launched by Dadabhai 
Naoroji. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Indian Association of Calcutta 
(also known as the Indian National Association) was 
founded in 1876 by Surendranath Banerjee and Ananda 
Mohan Bose.

50. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The East India Association was 
founded by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1866, in collaboration 
with Indians and retired British officials in London. It 
superseded the London Indian Society. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Association’s first President 
was Lord Lyveden.
Statement 3 is correct. The East India Association was 
organised in London. Later, branches of the association 
were started in prominent Indian cities.

51. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The first organisation in 
the Madras Presidency to agitate for the rights of 
Indians was the Madras Native Association which was 
established by publicist Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty in 
1849. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Sabha adopted a moderate 
policy in its early days. However, still, its aims and 
objectives were considered seditious.
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Statement 3 is correct. In May 1884, M. 
Veeraraghavachariar, G. Subramania Iyer and P. 
Anandacharlu established the Madras Mahajan Sabha

52. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
In his Young India published in 1916, the Extremist leader 
Lala Lajpat Rai used the safety-valve theory to attack 
the Moderates in the Congress. Having discussed the 
theory at length and suggested that the Congress ‘was 
a product of Lord Dufferin’s brain,’ he argued that ‘the 
Congress was started more with the object of saving the 
British Empire from danger than with that of winning 
political liberty for India. The interests of the British 
Empire were primary and those of India only secondary’.

53. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Constitutional agitation within 
four walls of law was the core policy of Moderates. It was 
an Extremist who adopted an Extra-Constitutional means 
of agitation.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Moderates believed in Creating 
public opinion in India and campaign for support to 
Indian demands in England. It was the Extremists who 
emphasized on Public meetings and processions as 
major methods of mass mobilisation.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The moderate phase of the 
national movement had a narrow social base and the 
masses played a passive role. This was because the early 
nationalists lacked political faith in the masses. It was the 
Extremists who emphasized on Self-Reliance of masses. 
Statement 4 is correct. Moderates believed in England’s 
providential mission in India and also believed political 
connections with Britain to be in India’s social, political 
and cultural interests.

54. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The British Indian Government 
was hostile to the Congress from the beginning despite 
the latter’s moderate methods and emphasis on loyalty to 
the British Crown. 
Statement 2 is correct. The moderate phase of the 
national movement had a narrow social base and the 
masses played a passive role. This was because the early 
nationalists lacked political faith in the masses.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The early nationalists 
(moderates) did a great deal to awaken the national 
sentiment. They were able to create a wide national 
awakening of all Indians having common interests 
and the need to rally around a common programme 
against a common enemy, and above all, the feeling of 
belonging to one nation.

55. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.

Statement 1 is correct. The early nationalists, led by 
Dadabhai Naoroji, R.C. Dutt, Dinshaw Wacha were 
the economic critiques of colonial rule in India. They 
carefully analysed the political economy of British rule 
in India, and put forward the “drain theory” to explain 
British exploitation of India.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Pherozeshah Mehta was not a 
proponent of militant nationalism. He was a moderate 
leader.
Statement 3 is correct. Kadambini Ganguly was the first 
woman graduate of Calcutta University. She addressed 
the Congress session in 1890.

56. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Surendranath Banerjea and 
Ananda Mohan Bose were the main architects of the 
Indian National Conference. As a prelude to INC, two 
sessions of the Indian National Conference had been held 
in 1883 and 1885, which had representatives drawn from 
all major towns of India.
Statement 2 is correct. The younger nationalists of Bengal, 
led by Surendranath Banerjea and Anand Mohan Bose, 
founded the Indian National Association in 1876.

57. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
The major components of the economic drain were 
• salaries and pensions of civil and military officials, 
• Interests on loans taken by the Indian Government 

from abroad, 
• profits on foreign investment in India, 
• stores purchased in Britain for civil and military 

departments, 
• payments to be made for shipping, banking and 

insurance services which stunted the growth of 
Indian enterprise in these services. 

58. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct answer.
• Neel Darpan is a Bengali play written by Dinabandhu 

Mitra in 1858–1859. 
• Satyendranath Tagore, became the first Indian to 

qualify the Indian Civil Services (ICS) Examination 
in 1863.

•  Arya Samaj was founded by Dayanand Saraswati on 
10 April 1875. 

• Anandmath is a Bengali fiction, written by Bankim 
Chandra Chattopadhyay and published in 1882.

59. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: UIPA was launched by Sir Syed 
Ahmed Khan and Raja Shiv Prasad Singh of Banaras in 
1888. Its formation was supported by British officials as 
its main aim was to counter congress propaganda. 
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Statement 2 is correct: After formation of congress, it was 
feared by Aligarh School that Muslims might get affected 
by congress propaganda and to put them back in favor 
with British UIPA was formed. It tried to become the 
flagbearer of Muslim interests. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: Its membership was open to 
even reactionary Hindus who were against congress.

60. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
All the given events happened during the term of Lord 
Canning (1856-62) .
• Establishment of three universities at Calcutta, 

Madras and Bombay in 1857.
• Hindu Widow Remarriage Act 1856 was passed.
• Revolt of 1857.
•  Transfer of control from East India Company to the 

Crown,
• the Government of India Act, 1858.
•  ‘White Mutiny’ by European troops in 1859.
• Indian Councils Act of 1861.
• Indian Penal code was prepared

61. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: Indian Civil Service agitation was 
an attempt to create a fair play field for Indians in civil 
services. During Lord Lytton’s term maximum age to 
appear was reduced to 19. In reaction to this Indian Civil 
Service Agitation was launched.
Statement 2 is incorrect: It was organized by Indian 
Association of Calcutta which was created by 
Surendranath Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose. They 
were discontent by pro-landlord policies of British Indian 
Association and took up the question of decreasing 
maximum age for appearing in the exam.

62. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Contributions of Lord Ripon (1880-1884) 
1. Repeal of the Vernacular Press Act (1882).
2. The first Factory Act (1881) to improve labour 

conditions. 
3. Continuation of financial decentralization. 
4. Government resolution on local self-government 

(1882) .
5. Appointment of Education Commission under 

chairmanship of Sir William Hunter (1882) . 
6. The Ilbert Bill controversy (1883-84) . 
7. Rendition of Mysore. 

63. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
 Statement 1 is correct: In 1936, for the first time in history 
two congress sessions were held in a year. In April and 

December 1936, both were held under the presidency of 
J.L. Nehru. December session was held at Faizpur (first 
session to be held in a village) 
Statement 2 is correct: Under the presidency of Motilal 
Nehru at Calcutta in 1928 for the first time All India 
Youth Congress Came into existence.
Statement 3 is incorrect: There were total 5 foreigners 
who were elected as a president, George Yule was the 
first. Only foreigner to get elected more than once was 
William Wedderburn during the session of 1889 and 
1910.

64. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: To tackle the increasing Russian 
influence over Tibet, Curzon sent a special mission 
under Young Husband which was formally called as 
Tibet Frontier Commission.
Statement 2 is correct: With British forces occupying 
Lhasa and flight of Dalai Lama from there, Younghusband 
dictated terms to the Tibetan officials which provided that 
Tibet would pay an indemnity of Rs 75 lakh. As a security 
of payment, Chumbi valley was occupied by British.
Statement 3 is correct: As part of Treaty of Lhasa, Sikkim 
was identified as the frontier between India and Tibet.

65. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect: The Military member in the 
executive council was under the control of Viceroy. He 
acted as eyes and ears of viceroy in matters of military 
affairs. It was called as dual control because Military 
member in the council was from the military but was also 
under executive control of Viceroy.
Statement 2 is correct: Kitchener was a respected general 
in Britain and when he was appointed as Commander-in-
Chief, he demanded that the post of Military member to 
be abolished. This led to a conflict and ultimately Lord 
Curzon had to resign.

66. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: Lord Curzon is credited with 
development of basic structure of domestic intelligence. 
As part of it he established Police Commission under Sir 
Andrew Frazer.
Statement 2 is correct: This commission recommended 
that CID is to be established at every province and a 
Central Bureau of Investigation at the centre.

67. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Charter act of 1833 
attempted to introduce Indianization in civil services, but 
it was opposed from the court of directors.
The Charter act of 1853 introduced open competition 
system of selection of civil servants and thus 
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convenanted civil service were thrown open to Indians 
as well.
Statement 2 is correct. No Indians were allowed in the 
officer rank and the highest rank an Indian cold reach 
till 1914 was that of a Subedar. Only from 1918 onwards 
Indians were allowed in the commissioned ranks.
Statement 3 is correct. In Ilbert bill, the racial attitude 
of the British in India was highlighted by their 
opposition to equality in the trial of European and 
Indian prisoners.
Statement 4 is incorrect. Cornawallis brought the 
European subjects under the Indian Jurisdiction. 
Government servants were made answerable to the civil 
courts. However, in criminal cases, they could be tried 
by European judges only.

68. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
The economic impact of colonialism in India was 
analysed by Gopal Krishna Gokhale, G. Subramaniya 
Iyer, and Prithwishchandra Ray. 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale provided an analysis of the 
financial condition of India to the Welby Commission. 
His speeches on budget in Central Legislative Council 
examined the Indian economy and the effect of the British 
policies through statistical analysis. 
Other prominent analysts were Dadabhai Naoroji 
(Poverty and UnBritish Rule in India) , Romesh 
Chandra Dutt (The Economic History of India) and 
Justice Mahadeo Govind Ranade. 

69. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Charter Act of 1813 ended 
the trading monopoly of the East India Company in 
India except for trade in tea and trade with China. The 
abolition of exclusive rights to trade enabled a flood of 
cheap and machine-made imports from England. Now, 
Indian products found it difficult to compete within 
India and abroad. 
Statement 2 is correct. The rail network facilitated 
swift movement of cheap European products within 
the country while Indian products failed to expand their 
reach to remote regions in the country. 
Statement 3 is correct. The British policies of 
conquest like doctrine of lapse, subsidiary alliance 
etc. contributed to deindustrialization and loss of 
livelihoods. As patronage of Indian kings vanished, it led 
to decline of many cities. In that scenario, many artisans 
and craftsmen found it difficult to sustain their livelihood 
and turned towards agriculture. 

70. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. ‘Bombay Spinning and Weaving 
company’ was the first cotton textile mill was set up in 
1854 in Bombay by Cowasjee Nanabhoy Davar.

Statement 2 is incorrect. The industrial development 
during the British rule was characterized by a lopsided 
pattern. There was a total neglect of core and heavy 
industries. Indian industries came up in cotton textiles 
and jute in the nineteenth century and in sugar, cement 
etc. in twentieth century. 
Statement 3 is correct. The modern industries that came 
up in second half of the nineteenth century were mostly 
foreign-owned and controlled by British managing 
agencies. 

71. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. In the 19th century, agriculture 
began to be influenced by commercial considerations. 
Commercial crops like cotton, jute, groundnut, oilseeds 
etc. were more remunerative than food grains. 
Statement 2 is correct. The commercialization trend 
was witnessed in the plantation agriculture in most 
conspicuous manner. The plantations of tea, coffee, 
rubber, indigo etc. were mostly owned by Europeans 
who benefitted from the sale of plantation crops in 
international market. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Commercialisation of 
agriculture was forced upon the Indian peasants. They 
hardly had any surplus to invest in commercial crops 
given the subsistence level at which they lived. 

72. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1. Vernacular Press Act was passed in 1878 
during the term of Viceroy Lord Lytton. The act was 
brought to curb the seditious activities of vernacular press. 
Statement 2. As a result of Rukhmabai case, the Age 
of Consent Act was passed in 1891 which forbade the 
marriage of girl below age of 12. 
Statement 3. In 1863, Satyendra Nath Tagore became 
the first Indian to qualify for the Indian Civil Services. 
Statement 4. Ilbert Bill controversy happened in 
1884 under Viceroy Ripon. The bill sought to abolish 
differences between Indian and European civil servants. 

73. Solution (a)
Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer. 
An extension scheme called ‘Lahore Gate Improvement’ 
was started in 1888 by ‘Robert Clarke’ for the walled 
cities residence. The idea was to draw the residence 
away from the old city to a new type of marked square 
with a mosque in the centre and shops around the edges. 
The main idea behind this was to persuade a flow of 
population from the crowded parts of the town of delhi to 
certain other areas and relief congestion within the walled 
city. 

74. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
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Statement 1 is correct. Indian renaissance is a result of 
nineteenth century intelligentsia class which searched 
for its model in European ‘middle class’, which was learnt 
through western education. It brought a new leadership 
which worked toward upliftment of society and in this 
process started the process of nationalism. 
Statement 2 is correct. Indian nationalism grew partly 
as a result of colonial policies and partly as a reaction to 
colonial policies. There was a strong reaction toward the 
British imperialist policies in India. 
Statement 3 is correct. With getting connected to 
European society through trade links and modern 
practices initiated by British like telegraph, printing, 
local self-government. Indian intelligentsia realizes the 
picture of a stagnant civilization and a static and decadent 
society. The modernization introduced by British helped 
in the growth of nationalism. 
Statement 4 is correct. Indian nationalism was also 
affected by the world-wide upsurge of nationalism 
and right of self-determination initiated by the French 
Revolution. 

75. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. Darpan was started by 
Balshastri Jambhekar (and not Dadabhai Naoroji) in 
1832. Jambhekar used the Darpan to awaken the people 
to awareness of social reforms, such as widow remarriage, 
and to instil in the masses a scientific approach to life. In 
1840, he started Digdarshan which published articles on 
scientific subjects as well as history. 
Pairs 2 and 3 are correctly matched. Many newspapers 
emerged during 1870 to 1918 under distinguished and 
fearless journalists. These included The Hindu and 
Swadesamitran under G. Subramaniya Aiyar, The 
Bengalee under Surendranath Banerjea, Voice of India 
under Dadabhai Naoroji, Amrita Bazar Patrika under 
Sisir Kumar Ghosh and Motilal Ghosh, Indian Mirror 
under N. N. Sen, Kesari (in Marathi) and Maharatta 
(in English) under Balgangadhar Tilak, Sudharak under 
Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, and Hindustan and Advocate 
under G.P. Verma. These newspapers were established 
to form and propagate nationalist ideology and train, 
mobilise and consolidate public opinion. Newspapers 
depicted almost all aspects of life in colonial India from 
around the 1870s onwards. From the 1920s onwards, they 
tracked the major events during the freedom struggle. 

76. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The revenue settlement policy of 
British burdened the peasants by heavy taxation. Peasants 
resorted to loans from moneylenders at exorbitant rates. 
They also faced evictions due to non-payment of debt 
dues on time. Thus, colonial policy of revenue collection 
was a significant factor of discontent among the people.
Statement 2 is correct. The use of policy of annexation 
like subsidiary alliance and doctrine of lapse created 

suspicion in the minds of the princes of the states. Under 
the doctrine of lapse, the right of succession was denied to 
Hindu princes. These policies resulted in loss of prestige 
for British.
Statement 3 is correct. Lord Canning’s General Service 
Enlistment Act (1856) ordered all army recruits to be 
ready for service both within and outside India. To this, 
high caste Hindu sepoys raised objections. For them, 
crossing the sea would mean loss of their caste status 
and religion. Hence, religious objections were also a 
contributing factor. The reports about mixing of bone dust 
and the introduction of the new Enfield rifle enhanced the 
growing disaffection and acted as the spark to the revolt.
Statement 4 is correct. The refusal of the government 
to pay foreign service allowance (Bhatta)for fighting 
in remote regions was the immediate cause of the 
sepoy’s dissatisfaction. The Indian sepoy was made to 
feel subordinate at every step compared to his British 
counterpart.
Statement 5 is correct. The legislative measure in 
Religious Disabilities Act, 1856 sought to modify the 
Hindu customs. It declared that a change of religion 
did not debar a son from inheriting the property of his 
heathen father. This was seen as an attempt to promote 
religious conversions.
Statement 6 is incorrect. The Calcutta Corporation Act 
was passed during the tenure of Lord Curzon in 1899. 
It reduced the number of Indian members in the Calcutta 
Corporation.

77. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. During the entire revolt, 
cooperation between Hindus and Muslims was observed. 
All rebel leaders acknowledged Bahadur Shah Zafar as 
the Indian Emperor. Moreover, even in leadership, both 
Hindus and Muslims were well-represented.
Statement 2 is correct. Maulvi Ahmadullah was a 
native of Madras who had moved to Faizabad, where he 
fought with the British troops. He emerged as one of the 
acknowledged leaders of the revolt.
Statement 3 is correct. The Indian rebels were poorly 
equipped and the revolt was unorganized. However, the 
British were well-equipped to suppress the revolt. One of 
the important services that helped tackle the revolt was 
that of telegraph. Telegraph was introduced in India in the 
early 1850s. In May 1857, one of the first intimations of 
the outbreak of the rebellion at Meerut came from two 
telegrams sent to Agra on the day the uprising erupted. 
The electric telegraph kept the Commander-in-chief 
informed about the movements and strategy of the rebels.
Statement 4 is correct. Colin Campbell was the 
Commander-in-chief during the 1857 mutiny. He was 
made the Commander-in-chief in July 1857 to replace 
General George Anson, who had just died then.

78. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
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Statement 1 is incorrect. Indian National Congress 
(INC) was given its final shape by a retired English civil 
servant, A.O. Hume who mobilized leading intellectuals 
of the time and with their cooperation the first session 
of INC was organized. The first session of the INC was 
organized at Bombay in 1885. It was attended by a total 
of 72 delegates and presided over by Womesh Chandra 
Bannerjee.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The objective of the INC was to 
create a platform for democratic, nationalist movement. 
In the early years, the INC strived for political education 
of the masses. The members of the INC believed that 
the British wanted to be just to the Indians but were not 
aware of the real conditions. Hence, they adhered to 
constitutional agitation within the confines of the law to 
seek political reforms. The INC limited itself to demanding 
expansion of councils and reform of councils. There was 
no mention of dominion status until the Nehru Report 
(1928) demanded it. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The INC did not want to 
include social reforms in its agenda. To undertake 
social reforms, M.G. Ranade and Raghunath Rao formed 
Indian Social Conference in 1887. The organisation was 
virtually the social reform cell of the INC. Its meetings 
were organised at the same venue as Congress every year, 
and focused attention on social reforms.

79. Solution (c)
Exp) Option (c) is the correct answer.
The Azamgarh Proclamation, 25 August 1857 was one 
of the sources of what rebels wanted during 1857 revolt. 
It contained five sections, one each for Zamindars, 
Merchants, Civil servants, Artisans, Pundits and Other 
learned persons.

80. Solution (b)
Exp) Option (b) is the correct answer.

1. Mirat-ul-akbar A. Rammohan Roy 
2. Jnanavesan B. Vivian derozio
3. Indian mirror C. Keshub Chandra sen 
4. Tahzib-al-akhlaq D. Sir syed Ahmed

81. Solution (d)
Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Ramosi Uprising (1877-1887) 
was led by Balwant Phadke (not Bishnu Biswas Phadke). 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Ramosi uprising was against the 
British failure to take up anti-famine measures (not high 
taxes on farmers).
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4.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Mahatma Gandhi said that some of his deepest 
convictions were reflected in a book titled, “Unto 
this Last’’ and the book transformed his life. What 
was the message from the book that transformed 
Mahatma Gandhi ?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011] 
(a) ) Uplifting the oppressed and poor is the moral 

responsibility of an educated man 
(b) The good of individual is contained in the good 

of all 
(c) The life of celibacy and spiritual pursuit are 

essential for a noble life 
(d) All the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct in 

this context 

2. Annie Besant was  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2013]
1. responsible for starting the Home Rule 

Movement 
2. the founder of the Theosophical Society 
3. once the President of the Indian National 

Congress 
Select the correct statement/statements using the 
codes given below:
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

3. The Partition of Bengal made by Lord Curzon in 
1905 lasted until  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2014] 
(a) the First World War when Indian troops were 

needed by the British and the partition was 
ended 

(b) King George V abrogated Curzon’s Act at the 
Royal Durbar in Delhi in 1911 

(c) Gandhiji launched his Civil Disobedience 
Movement 

(d) the Partition of India in 1947 when East Bengal 
became East Pakistan 

4. The Ghadr (Ghadar) was a  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2014]
(a) revolutionary association of Indians with 

headquarters at San Francisco
(b) nationalist organization operating from 

Singapore
(c) militant organization with headquarters at 

Berlin
(d) communist movement for India’s freedom with 

headquarters at Tashkent

5. The ‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Boycott’ were adopted as 
methods of struggle for the first time during the  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2016] 

(a) agitation against the Partition of Bengal 
(b) Home Rule Movement 
(c) Non-Cooperation Movement
(d) visit of the Simon Commission to India

6. With reference to Swadeshi Movement consider 
the following statements:  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2019]
1. It contributed to the revival of the indigenous 

artisan crafts and industries.
2. The National Council of Education was 

established as a part of Swadeshi Movement.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

7. He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, 
Shivaji and Shrikrishna; stayed in America for 
some time; and was also elected to the Central 
Assembly. He was  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
(a) Aurobindo Ghosh
(b) Bipin Chandra Pal
(c) Lala Lajpat Rai
(d) Motilal Nehru

8. With reference to the book ‘Desher Katha’ written 
by Sakharam Ganesh Deuskar during the freedom 
struggle, consider the following statements:  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2020]
1. It warned against the Colonial State’s hypnotic 

conquest of the mind.
2. It inspired the performance of swadeshi street 

plays and folk songs.
3. The use of ‘desh’ by Deuskar was in the specific 

context of the region of Bengal.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

4.2. Practice Questions

9. Consider the following pairs: 

Revolutionaries Organization/
Activities 

1. Barindra Kumar 
Ghosh 

Abhinav Bharat 

2. B h a g v at i c h a r a n 
Vohra 

Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association 
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3. Chapekar brothers Hindu Dharm 
Sanrakshini Sabha 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

10. With reference to the religious views of Lokmanya 
Tilak, which one of the following statements is 
correct? 
(a) Tilak supported co-education for boys and girls 

in schools and colleges in Pune. 
(b) Tilak supported the Age of Consent Bill, 1891, 

that aimed to raise the marriageable age of girls. 
(c) Tilak strongly advocated adoption of modern 

western ideas for the benefit of the society. 
(d) Tilak believed in organic and evolutionary social 

reforms rooted in the heritage of the people. 

11. In the context of literary history of India, 
‘Rajsimha’, ‘Anand Math’ and ‘Devi Chaudhurani’ 
were written by which among the following? 
(a) Kazi Nazrul Islam 
(b) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 
(c) Rabindranath Tagore 
(d) Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay 

12. With reference to the Pagri Sambhaal Movement 
of 1907, consider the following statements: 
1. Sir Chotu Ram was the founder of the Pagri 

Sambhaal Movement. 
2. It was mainly a farmers’ agitation with a demand 

to repeal certain laws related to agriculture. 
3. The agitation remained non-violent throughout 

its existence. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

13. “Swaraj or self-government is essential for the 
exercise of swadharma. Without swaraj there 
could be no social reform, no industrial progress, 
no useful education, no fulfilment of national life. 
That is what we seek, that is why God has sent us to 
the world to fulfil Him.” 
Who said the above statement? 
(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(b) Mahatma Gandhi 
(c) Aurobindo Ghosh 
(d) Jawaharlal Nehru 

14. How the rediscovery of India’s past played a key 
role in the growth of modern nationalism? 
(a) It showed that Indians and Europeans belong to 

same ethnic group. 

(b) It helped to demolish colonial myths that India 
had a long history of servility to foreign rulers. 

(c) It gave self-respect, and confidence to the 
nationalists. 

(d) All of the above. 

15. Consider the following events: 
1. Founding of Mitra Mela 
2. Deportation of Natu brothers without a trial 
3. Enactment of Indian Official Secrets Act 
4. Formal proclamation of Swadeshi movement 
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events? 
(a) 1-2-4-3 
(b) 2-1-3-4 
(c) 2-4-1-3 
(d) 1-2-3-4 

16. With reference to the militant nationalist in 
British India, which of the following are the basic 
tenets of this school of thought? 
1. Swaraj to be the goal of national movement. 
2. Belief in capacity of the masses to challenge the 

authority. 
3. Organising assassinations of unpopular officials. 
4. To be ready for personal sacrifices. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2 ,3 and 4 

17. Which of the following statements is incorrect 
regarding Anti-partition campaign under 
Moderates? 
(a) The methods adopted were sending petitions, 

memoranda to the government. 
(b) Surendranath Banerjee, K. K. Mitra and others 

provided the leadership. 
(c) The objective was to exert pressure on the 

government through an educated public opinion. 
(d) Congress volunteer corps emerged as the parallel 

police. 

18.  Consider the following pairs: 

INC (Indian National 
Congress) Sessions 

Associated events 

1. Banaras session 
(1905) 

Resolution supporting 
swadeshi and boycott 
programme in Bengal 
passed. 

2. Calcutta Session 
(1906) 

Goal of INC was 
defined as ‘swarajya’. 

3. Surat Session(1907) Congress committed 
itself to extra 
constitutional 
methods. 



Workbook 90

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

19. Swadeshi movement put forward several fresh 
ideas and methods, which of the following was/
were the methods and new forms of struggle used 
in swadeshi movement? 
1. Corps of Volunteers or ‘Samitis’. 
2. Use of Traditional Popular Festivals and Melas. 
3. Non-cooperation and passive resistance. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1 only 

20. Consider the following statements regarding 
Ghadar movement: 
1. The revolutionaries in Ghadar movement were 

mainly peasants. 
2. Its headquarters was established at Vancouver. 
3. The Ghadar programme was to bring about a 

simultaneous revolt in all British colonies. 
4. It followed secular approach in preaching 

militant nationalism. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 4 only 

21. Consider the following statements regarding 
Morley Minto reforms, 1909: 
1. It introduced the responsible form of 

government. 
2. One Indian was to be appointed to the viceroy’s 

executive council. 
3. Non official majority was introduced in Central 

Legislative council. 
4. Representation in excess of the strength of their 

population was accorded to the Muslims. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

22. Which of the following are the impacts of Home 
Rule League Movement? 
1. August 1917 declaration was influenced by the 

Home Rule League movement. 
2. It was manly confined to educated elites. 
3. It lent a new dimension and a sense of urgency to 

the national movement. 

4. It prepared the masses for politics of the 
Gandhian style. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

23. What does the term “bhadralok” with reference to 
British India refer to? 
(a) It referred to the British officials who supported 

the politico-administrative reforms in India. 
(b) It is an elitist social class that emerged due to the 

impact of British colonial rule in Bengal. 
(c) It referred to the lower-class social groups that 

emerged in Bengal. 
(d) It referred to the English educated Muslim youth 

that developed a revulsion for their religion and 
culture. 

24. What was/were the reason(s) behind Muslim 
League signing the Lucknow Pact of 1916? 
1. Britain’s refusal to help Turkey in the Balkans 

Wars. 
2. The refusal of the British to set up the Aligarh 

Muslim University with powers to affiliate 
colleges. 

3. Goal of self-government. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

25. Which of the following statements regarding the 
Swadeshi movement is/ are correct? 
1. ‘Swadesh Geetham’ written by Subramania 

Bharati was inspired by this movement. 
2. Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company was set up 

V.O. Chidambaram Pillai during the movement.
3. Traditional folk theatres such as jatras were used 

to disseminate swadeshi messages. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

26. With reference to the contributions of Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak, consider the following 
statements:
1. He founded the Deccan Education Society in 

1884.
2. He wrote “Arctic Home of the Vedas” on the 

origin of the Indo-Aryan people.
3. His Indian Home Rule League was limited to 

Maharashtra and Karnataka.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

27. Consider the following statements:
1. Women took active part in processions and 

picketing during the Swadeshi Movement.
2. Most of the upper- and middle-class Muslims 

stayed away from the Swadeshi Movement. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

28. In the context of Indian National Movement, 
Hitabadi, Sanjibani and Bengalee were
(a) Organizations and associations formed by the 

leaders of the Indian National Congress.
(b) First revolutionary groups that emerged in 

Bengal against the oppressive British rule.
(c) Regional organizations formed by local leaders 

during the Home Rule League Movement.
(d) Newspapers that published against the Bengal 

partition to exert pressure on the government.

29. Consider the following statements regarding 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale:
1. He declared swaraj as the goal of the Indian 

National Congress in Calcutta session of 1906.
2. He supported the Age of Consent Bill.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

30. Which of the following was/were the reason(s) 
behind the rise of militant nationalism in India?
1. Dissatisfaction with achievements of Moderates
2. Reactionary Policies of Lord Curzon 
3. Reaction to increasing westernization
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

31. In the context of British rule in India, Carlyle 
Circular is related to 
(a) Strict policies implemented against the Home 

Rule League Movement.
(b) Relief measures to support the population 

during the Indian famine of 1899–1900.
(c) Formation of a boundary commission to 

demarcate boundary line between India and 
Pakistan.

(d) Government’s measures to limit the participation 
of students in the Bengal anti-partition 
movement.

32. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding the real motive behind the partition of 
Bengal?
1. Bengal had become too big to administer.
2. For development of Assam.
3. British desire to weaken the nerve center of 

Indian nationalist activity.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

33. Consider the following statements:
1. The social base of moderates included zamindars.
2. The extremists demanded swaraj as the panacea 

for Indian ills.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

34. Miliant Nationalism in India was influenced by 
1. Defeat of the Italian army by Ethiopians.
2. Boer wars.
3. Japan’s victory over Russia.
4. Establishment of League of Nations.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

35. Which of the following acts were enacted by 
the British Government in India to repress the 
Swadeshi Movement?
1. Seditious Meetings Act
2. Official Secrets Act
3. Indian Press Act
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

36. With regard to Lala Harikishan Lal, consider the 
following statements:
1. He promoted Swadeshi movement in Punjab.
2. He was one of the founding members of the 

Punjab National Bank.
3. He was a member of Anushilan Samiti.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

37. Which of the following is/are associated with the 
Swadeshi Movement? 
1. Encouragement of ‘atma shakti’ 
2. Composition of Amar Sonar Bangla 
3. Tilak’s Ganapati and Shivaji festivals
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

38. By 1908, swadeshi movement was almost over. 
Which of the following statement is/are incorrect 
about the reason for its end? 
1. Leaders were unable to provide a disciplined 

focus to the techniques of protesting. 
2. The movement was confined mainly to the upper 

and middle classes and zamindars. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

39. Consider the following statements: 
1. Rash Behari Bose and Sachin Sanyal were tried 

in Alipore Conspiracy. 
2. Kal was a publication which was advocating 

revolutionary nationalism in Bengal. 
3. Ramosi Peasant Force by Vasudev Balwant 

Phadke was one of the first revolutionary group 
in Maharashtra. 

Which of the statement given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

40. In the context of Shimla deputation, consider the 
following statements: 
1. The group demanded for representation of 

Muslims in excess of their numerical strength. 
2. It was a group of Muslim chieftains led by 

Mohammad Ali Jinnah. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

41. Consider the following statements regarding the 
August Declaration of 1917:
1. It was brought by the Secretary of State for India, 

Edwin Samuel Montagu.

2. It considered the demand by nationalists for self-
government as seditious. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

42. With reference to the nationalist response to 
British participation in the First World War, 
consider the following statements:
1. The Moderates supported the British empire in 

the war as a matter of duty.
2. The Extremists opposed the British participation 

in the First World War.
3. The Revolutionaries decided to utilise the 

opportunity to wage a war on British rule.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

43. Consider the following statement regarding 
Lucknow Pact:
1. It was reached between the Indian National 

Congress and the Muslim League at a joint 
session of both the parties.

2. Lord Chelmsford was the Viceroy of India when 
the agreement was signed.

3. The Indian National Congress accepted the 
demand of separate electorates for Muslims.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

44. He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, 
Shivaji and Shrikrishna; stayed in America for 
some time; and was also elected to the Central 
Assembly. He was
(a) Aurobindo Ghosh
(b) Bipin Chandra Pal
(c) Lala Lajpat Rai
(d) Motilal Nehru

45. Consider the following statements with reference 
to Annie Besant
1. She was responsible for starting the Home Rule 

Movement.
2. She was the founder of the Theosophical Society.
3. She was the first female President of the Indian 

National Congress.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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46. The Komagata Maru Incident was related to 
(a) Denial of entry to the Punjabi immigrants by the 

Canadian Government.
(b) Massacre of the people of Nagaland by the 

Japanese Army during World War II.
(c) British military expedition to the inhospitable 

land of Tibet.
(d) Formation of Provisional Government of Free 

India in Japanese occupied Singapore.

47. With regard to All India Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC), consider the following statements:
1. It was influenced by social democratic ideas of 

the British Labour Party.
2. Lala Lajpat Rai was elected as the first General 

Secretary of AITUC.
Which of the statement given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

48. Consider the following pairs:

Newspaper/Journal Associated Personality
1. Sandhya Brahm Bandhav 

Upadhyay
2. Sudharak Gopal Ganesh Agarkar
3. Punjab Ishwar Chandra 

Vidyasagar
Which of the pair given above is/are correctly 
matched?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

49. Which of the following factors lead to the 
formation of Home Rule Movement?
1. Effect of the Irish Home Rule Leagues.
2. Burden of wartime miseries on people.
3. Disillusionment of Moderates with Morley-

Minto reforms.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

50. Which of the following reasons were responsible 
for the decline of Home Rule agitation?
1. Communal riots
2. Declaration of 1917
3. Tilak’s absence in India 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

51. Which of the following option regarding the 
Ghadar party is correct?
(a) Its headquarter was situated in Seattle, USA.
(b) Its newspaper named Ghadar was published in 

Gurmukhi as well as Urdu script
(c) It wasn’t secular in nature, as Muslim nationalists 

stayed away from it.
(d) Rash Behari Bose stayed away from the activities 

of Ghadar Party.

52. In the context of Indian history, arrange the 
following events in chronological order: 
1. Formation of Home Rule leagues.
2. Arrival of Mahatma Gandhi in India
3. Moderate- Extremist split
4. Komagatamaru incident
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below:
(a) 3-2-1-4
(b) 3-4-2-1
(c) 1-3-2-4
(d) 3-1-4-2

53. With reference to Indian freedom struggle, which 
of the following statement is correct about Free 
India Society? 
(a) A society organised by Gopal Krishan Gokhale 

to train national missionaries. 
(b) Revolutionary society founded in England by V 

D Savarkar. 
(c) Founded by Narayan Malhar Joshi with an aim 

to secure better condition of life and work. 
(d) Radical Reform society established by Narayan 

Guru for the Ezhavas. 

54. With respect to Ghadar Party which of the 
following statements is/are incorrect? 
1. They organized Punjab political dacoities, which 

primarily targeted moneylenders and debt 
records. 

2. British passed Defence of India Act primarily to 
deal with Ghadar movement. 

3. The movement had an organized and sustained 
leadership which made this movement a success.

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

55. With respect to Tilak’s and Besant’s Leagues, 
which of the following statements are correct? 
1. Annie Besant setup her separate league because 

Congress did not approve her scheme of Home 
Rule Leagues. 
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2. Tilak’s league demanded for formation of 
linguistic states. 

3. Many non-brahmins from south India joined 
Beasant’s league. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

56. With respect to August Declaration of 1917 which 
of the following statement is/are correct? 
1. It was one of the reasons for the decline of home 

rule movement. 
2. Government alone was to decide the nature 

and timings of the advances for a responsible 
government. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

57. With reference to the Anushilan Samiti, consider 
the following statements: 
1. Anushilan samiti was associated with Subhas 

Chandra Bose. 
2. Yugantar was published by its members.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

58. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar (Veer Savarkar) : 
1. He founded the Indian Independence league. 
2. He wrote his famous book ‘Six glorious epochs 

of Indian History’ in Marathi. 
3. He participated in the Swadeshi movement. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

59. Consider the following statements about the 
Alipore Bomb case:
1. The charge under trial was attempt to murder of 

Magistrate of Muzaffarpur. 
2. Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das was the defense 

lawyer of the case.
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

60. Who among the following was associated with the 
Berlin Committee formed in 1914?
(a) Bipin Chandra Pal
(b) Virendranath Chattopadhyay
(c) Ras Bihari Bose 
(d) Lala Lajpat Rai

61. Consider the following statements:
1. He published the journal named ‘Indian 

Sociologist’.
2. He founded the India House in London in 1904.
3. He believed in Herbert Spencer’s dictum 

“Resistance to aggression is not simply justified 
but imperative”.

Identify the personality based on the statements 
given above:
(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(b) Lala Lajpat Rai
(c) Lala Hardyal
(d) Shyamaji Krishna Varma

62. Which one of the following conspiracy case was 
associated with the assassination of Viceroy of 
India, Lord Hardinge?
(a) Delhi Conspiracy Case
(b) Muzaffarpur Conspiracy Case
(c) Peshawar Conspiracy Case
(d) Kanpur Bolshevik Conspiracy Case

63. Consider the following statements regarding 
‘Aurobindo Ghosh’:
1. He was given death sentence which was later 

commuted to life imprisonment in Alipore 
conspiracy case.

2. Abhinav Bharat was a secret society of 
revolutionaries organized by Aurobindo in 1904.

Which of the following statements given below is/
are correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

64. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Surat session of the Congress was presided 

over by Rash Behari Bose.
2. Rash Behari Ghosh established the Indian 

Independence League.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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65. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the annulment of the Partition of Bengal:
1. The capital of British India was shifted from 

Calcutta to Delhi.
2. Assam, Bihar and Orissa were separated from 

Bengal to form new provinces.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

66. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Khudiram Bose: 
1. He attempted to kill the Presidency Magistrate 

Kingsford. 
2. He founded Anushilan Samiti to propound 

revolutionary activities. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

67. Consider the following pairs: 

Organisation Founder 
1. Berlin Committee Virendranath 

Chattopadhyay 
2. United India House Tarak Nath Das 

3. Swadesh Sevak 
Home 

G.D. Kumar 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

68. Consider the following pairs:

Newspaper Person
1. The Bengalee Girishchandra Ghosh
2. The Bombay 

Chronicle
Pherozshah Mehta

3. Swadesamitran P. Anandacharlu
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

69. Which of the following factors were responsible 
for the weakening of the Swadeshi movement? 
1. Internal squabbles among leaders. 
2. Severe repression by the government 
3. Difficulty in sustaining mass movements for 

long time. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

70. Consider the following pairs:

Political Association Leader 
1. Bangabhasha 

Prakasika Sabha:
Gourishankar 
Tarkabagish

2. Poona Sarvajanik 
Sabha:

Dadabhai Naoroji

3. India League: Sisir Kumar Ghosh
Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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SOLUTIONS

4.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Mohandas Gandhi translated Unto This Last into Gujarati 
in 1908 under the title of Sarvodaya (Well Being of All).
He summarised Unto This Last’s teachings in these three 
points:
1. That the good of the individual is contained in the 

good of all.
2. That a lawyer’s work has the same value as the barber’s, 

inasmuch as all have the same right of earning their 
livelihood from their work.

3. That a life of labour, i.e., the life of the tiller of the soil 
and the handicraftsman, is the life worth living.

2. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Annie Besant along with Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak had formed and led the Home Rule 
Movement (1916-1918) . It was based on the lines of Irish 
Home Rule League aimed at achieving self-government 
and dominion status within British Empire.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Theosophical Society was 
founded in New York by Madam Blavatsky and Henry 
Steel Olcott and was later shifted to Adyar Chennai. The 
founders of this organization were inspired by Indian 
thought and culture.
Statement 3 is correct. She became the first woman 
president of Indian National Congress when she presisded 
over the 1917 Calcutta Session.

3. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
The Partition of Bengal made by Lord Curzon in 1905 
lasted until 1911, when King George V announced to 
annul the partition of Bengal at the Royal Darbar in 
Delhi in 1911. It was decided to annul the partition of 
Bengal in 1911 mainly to curb the menace of revolutionary 
terrorism.
The Partition of Bengal was a territorial reorganization of 
the Bengal Presidency implemented by the authorities of 
the British Raj in 1905. The decision had come after Lord 
Curzon claimed that Bengal was too large to be governed 
effectively.
On 22 March 1911, a royal proclamation announced that 
the Durbar would be held in December to commemorate 
the coronation in Britain a few months earlier of King 
George V and Queen Mary and allow their proclamation 
as Emperor and Empress of India. Without public 
forewarning, the announcement of the move of India‘s 

capital from Calcutta to Delhi was also made at the 
Durbar. King George V also announced to annul the 
partition of Bengal

4. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
The Ghadar party was found in San Francisco by Lala 
Hardayal, Sohan Singh Bakhna, Mohammed Barkattullah 
etc. Shortly after the outbreak of World War I, many of 
the Ghadrites returned to India and for several months 
during 1915 carried on terrorist activities in central 
Punjab. Ghadar Party was associated with the Ghadar 
mutiny which was meant to overthrow the British rule 
from India.

5. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
To meet the growing nationalist challenge in eastern India, 
on 19 July, 1905 the Government of India announced its 
decision to form the new province of “Eastern Bengal and 
Assam”, comprising the Chittagong, Dacca and Rajshahi 
divisions, Hill Tippera (Tripura) , Malda and Assam. The 
province came into existence on 16 October, 1905, by 
breaking up Bengal and it Bengali speaking people. 
In the beginning the leaders resorted to sharp press 
campaigns against the partition scheme, numerous public 
meetings in opposition to it and the drafting of petitions 
to the Government for annulment. However, they realized 
t it made no effect on the indifference of the authorities. 
This led to a search for new techniques from the middle 
of 1905 and resulted in the discovery of the boycott 
of British goods as an effective weapon. The boycott 
of British products was followed by the advocacy of 
swadeshi (Indian-made) or exhorting purchasers to buy 
indigenously produced goods as a patriotic duty. Thus, 
Swadeshi and Boycott started against Partition of Bengal 
in 1905. It also showcase the rich swadeshi tradition of 
culture, art, literature, music and science.

6. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Swadeshi Movement 
included boycott and public burning of foreign goods and 
contributed to the revival of the indigenous artisan crafts 
and industries. The Swadeshi Movement celebrated our 
indigenous fabrics, weavers and the country’s artisans. 
August 7 has been chosen as National Handloom Day as 
it was the day that the Swadeshi Movement was started 
in 1905.
Self-reliance or ‘atma shakti’ was encouraged. The 
swadeshi spirit also found expression in the establishment 
of swadeshi textile mills, soap and match factories, 
tanneries, banks, insurance companies, shops, etc.
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The Swadeshi Movement had its genesis in the anti-
partition movement which was started to oppose the 
British decision to partition Bengal. On August 7, 1905, 
with the passage of the Boycott Resolution in a massive 
meeting held in the Calcutta Townhall, the formal 
proclamation of Swadeshi Movement was made.
Statement 2 is correct. The National Council of 
Education - Bengal (or NCE - Bengal) was an 
organisation founded by Indian nationalists in Bengal 
in 1906 as part of the Swadeshi Movement.
It was set up to organise a system of education— literary, 
scientific and technical—on national lines and under 
national control.
During Swadeshi Movement, a Bengal Institute of 
Technology was set up for technical education and 
funds were raised to send students to Japan for advanced 
learning. Also, the Bengal National College, inspired by 
Tagore’s Shantiniketan, was set up with Aurobindo Ghosh 
as its principal.

7. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Lala Lajpat Rai was prolific writer and authored several 
works like – “Unhappy India”, “Young India: An 
Interpretation”, “History of Arya Samaj”, “England’s Debt 
to India”. He also wrote several biographies of Mazzini 
(Life of Mazzini) , Garibaldi, Shivaji (Chatrapati Shivaji) 
and Hindu god Shri Krishna (Yogiraj Shrikrishna) . His 
purpose in selecting Mazzini and Garibladi was to infuse 
patriotic sentiment in the youth of Punjab, who had no 
access to books in English.
In 1917, Rai moved to the United States during the First 
World War and founded the Indian Home Rule League 
of America in New York. He stayed in the United States 
from 1917 to 1920. Rai returned to India in 1920 and in 
the following year led the special session of the Indian 
Congress Party that launched the non-co-operation 
movement. He joined Swaraj Party in 1926 and was 
elected as its Deputy Leader in the Central Legislative 
Assembly.

8. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct and 3 is incorrect. Desher Katha 
was written by Sakharam Ganesh Deuskar describing 
about the commercial and industrial exploitation of 
India by the Britishers. Though the book was written in 
1904, it was during anti-partition agitation that it gained 
wide publicity. 
Statement 2 is correct. He became a household name 
during Swadeshi Movement because of the down to earth 
writing style and inspired many plays and fold songs 
during Swadesh Movement. In this book he summarized 
and popularised the ideas of Dababhai Naoroji, 
M.G.Ranade, R.C.Dutt and William Digby, and warned 
in its final chapter against the hypnotic conquest of the 
mind. The book was proscribed in 1910.

4.2. Practice Questions

9. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. First revolutionary 
groups were organized in 1902 in Midnapore under 
Jnanendranath Basu and in Calcutta, the Anushilan 
Samiti (and not Abhinav Bharat) was founded by 
Promotha Mitter, including Jatindranath Banerjee, 
Barindra Kumar Ghosh and others. 
Whereas V D Savarkar and his brother organized 
Mitra Mela, a secret society, in 1899 which merged with 
Abhinav Bharat (after Mazzinni’s ‘Young Italy’) in 1904. 
Soon Nasik, Poona and Bombay emerged as centres of 
bomb manufacture. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. Determined to overcome 
Kakori setback, the younger revolutionaries, inspired by 
socialist ideas, set out to reorganize Hindustan Republican 
Association (HRA) at a historic meeting in the ruins of 
Ferozshah Kotla in Delhi in 1928. Under the leadership 
of Chandra Shekhar Azad, name of HRA was changed to 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA). 
The participants included Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, 
Bhagvaticharan Vohra among others. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. Tilak’s speeches, writings 
and activities inspired the young Chapekar brothers 
to form Hindu Dharm Sanrakshini Sabha, which was 
responsible for the assassination of several hated British 
officers. 

10. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Option d is correct. Tilak believed in organic, 
evolutionary and spontaneous reforms. He insisted 
upon gradual reforms inspired by and rooted in the 
heritage of the people. He believed that the human society 
is always in a state of flux and can change only in a gradual 
manner. Never is there a sudden and total break with the 
past. If sudden and total break with the past is artificial, it 
is always rejected. This in turn creates disorder in society. 

11. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
‘Rajsimha’, ‘Anand Math’ and ‘Devi Chaudhurani’ were 
written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay. 
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee or Chattopadhyay was 
a famous Bengali writer. His famous novels include 
Durgeshnandini, Kapalkundala (1866), Mrinalini (1869), 
Vishbriksha (1873), Chandrasekhar (1877), Rajani 
(1877), Rajsimha (1881), and Devi Chaudhurani (1884). 
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s most famous novel was 
Anand Math (1882). Anand Math contained the song 
“Bande Mataram”, which was later adopted as National 
Song of India. 

12. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
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Statement 1 is incorrect. Ajit Singh, uncle of freedom 
fighter Bhagat Singh, was the founder of the Pagri 
Sambhaal movement of 1907. 
Statement 2 is correct. Pagrhi Sambhaal Jatta was 
a successful farm agitation that forced the British 
government to repeal three laws related to agriculture 
back in 1907. The three farm-related acts at the centre of 
the storm in 1907 were the Punjab Land Alienation Act 
1900, the Punjab Land Colonisation Act 1906 and the 
Doab Bari Act. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The agitation couldn’t remain 
non-violent. The agitation became violent after Ajit 
Singh was booked for sedition after his speech at a public 
meeting in Rawalpindi on April 21, 1921. There were riots 
in Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, etc. British personnel 
were manhandled, mud was flung at them, offices and 
churches were burnt, telegraph poles and wires cut. 

13. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak has said that the ‘swaraj is my 
birthright’ and “Swaraj or self-government is essential 
for the exercise of swadharma. Without swaraj there could 
be no social reform, no industrial progress, no useful 
education, no fulfilment of national life. That is what we 
seek, that is why God has sent us to the world to fulfil 
Him.” 

14. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
The historical researches by European scholars, such 
as Max Mueller, Monier Williams, Roth and Sassoon, 
and by Indian scholars such as R.G. Bhandarkar, R.L. 
Mitra and later Swami Vivekananda, created an entirely 
new picture of India’s past. This picture was characterised 
by well-developed political, economic and social 
institutions, a flourishing trade with the outside world, 
a rich heritage in arts and culture and numerous cities. 
The theory put forward by European scholars, that the 
Indo-Aryans belonged to the same ethnic group from 
which other nations of Europe had evolved, gave a 
psychological boost to the educated Indians. The self-
respect and confidence so gained helped the nationalists 
to demolish colonial myths that India had a long history 
of servility to foreign rulers. 

15. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Event 2. 1897 - The Natu brothers were deported 
without trial and Tilak and others, imprisoned on charges 
of sedition. 
Event 1. 1899 - Savarkar and his brother organised 
Mitra Mela, a secret society, in 1899 which merged with 
Abhinav Bharat (after Mazzinni’s ‘Young Italy’) in 1904. 
Event 3. 1904 – Indian Official Secrets Act was enacted 
to curb freedom of press during tenure of Lord Curzon. 
Event 4. On August 7, 1905, with the passage of the 
Boycott Resolution in a massive meeting held in the 

Calcutta Townhall, the formal proclamation of Swadeshi 
Movement was made. 

16. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct. A radical trend of a 
militant nationalist approach to political activity started 
emerging in the 1890s and it took a concrete shape by 
1905. They advocated a more militant approach to political 
work. These included Raj Narain Bose, Ashwini Kumar 
Datta, Aurobindo Ghosh and Bipin Chandra Pal in 
Bengal; Vishnu Shastri Chiplunkar and Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak in Maharashtra; and Lala Lajpat Rai in Punjab. Tilak 
emerged as the most outstanding representative of this 
school of thought. 
The basic tenets of this school of thought were: 
1. hatred for foreign rule; since no hope could be 

derived from it, Indians should work out their own 
salvation; 

2. swaraj to be the goal of national movement; 
3. direct political action required; 
4. belief in capacity of the masses to challenge the 

authority; 
5. personal sacrifices required and a true nationalist to 

be always ready for it. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The revolutionaries opted to 
follow in the footsteps of Russian nihilists or the Irish 
nationalists. This methodology involved individual heroic 
actions, such as organising assassinations of unpopular 
officials and of traitors and informers among the 
revolutionaries themselves; conducting swadeshi 
dacoities to raise funds for revolutionary activities; 
and (during the First World War) organising military 
conspiracies with expectation of help from the enemies 
of Britain. 

17. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement a is correct. The methods adopted were 
petitions to the government, public meetings, 
memoranda, and propaganda through pamphlets and 
newspapers such as Hitabadi, Sanjibani and Bengalee. 
Statement b is correct. In the period 1903-1905, the 
leadership to Anti partition campaign was provided 
by men like Surendranath Banerjea, K.K. Mitra and 
Prithwishchandra Ray. 
Statement c is correct. Their objective was to exert 
sufficient pressure on the government through an 
educated public opinion in India and England to prevent 
the unjust partition of Bengal from being implemented. 
Statement d is incorrect. Congress volunteer corps 
emerged as the parallel police during Non-Cooperation 
movement and not the anti-partition campaign under the 
Moderates. 

18. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
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Statement 1 is correct. Banaras Session of congress was 
under the Presidentship of Gopal Krishna Gokhale. Here 
a relatively mild resolution condemning the partition 
of Bengal and the reactionary policies of Curzon and 
supporting the swadeshi and boycott programme in 
Bengal was passed. 
Statement 2 is correct. Calcutta Session of congress 
Dadabhai Naoroji was elected as the president and as 
a concession to the militants, the goal of the Indian 
National Congress was defined as ‘swarajya or self-
government’ like the United Kingdom or the colonies of 
Australia and Canada. Also, a resolution supporting the 
programme of swadeshi, boycott and national education 
was passed. The word swaraj was mentioned for the first 
time, but its connotation was not spelt out. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. At the Nagpur session (1920) 
of the Indian National Congress, an important change 
was made in the Congress creed: now, instead of having 
the attainment of self-government through constitutional 
means as its goal, the Congress decided to have the 
attainment of swaraj through peaceful and legitimate 
means, thus committing itself to an extraconstitutional 
mass struggle. 
At surat session (1907), moderates lost no time in 
reiterating Congress’ commitment to the goal of self-
government within the British Empire and to the use of 
constitutional methods only to achieve this goal. 

19. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Samitis such as the Swadesh 
Bandhab Samiti of Ashwini Kumar Dutta (in Barisal) 
emerged as a very popular and powerful means of 
mass mobilization. In Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, V.O. 
Chidambaram Pillai, Subramania Siva, and some lawyers 
formed the Swadeshi Sangam which inspired the local 
masses. 
These samitis generated political consciousness among 
the masses through magic lantern lectures, swadeshi 
songs, providing physical and moral training to their 
members, social work during famines and epidemics, 
organization of schools, training in swadeshi crafts and 
arbitration courts. 
Statement 2 is correct. The idea was to use traditional 
festivals and occasions as a means of reaching out to the 
masses and spreading political messages. For instance, 
Tilak’s Ganapati and Shivaji festivals became a medium 
of swadeshi propaganda not only in western India, but 
also in Bengal. In Bengal also, the traditional folk theatre 
forms were used for this purpose. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Non-cooperation and passive 
resistance remained mere ideas. 

20. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The revolutionaries in Ghadar 
movement were mainly ex-soldiers and peasants who 
had migrated from the Punjab to the USA and Canada in 
search of better employment opportunities. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The headquarter of Ghadar 
was Yugantar Ashram established in San Francisco. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Ghadr programme was to 
organise assassinations of officials, publish revolutionary 
and anti-imperialist literature, work among Indian 
troops stationed abroad, procure arms and bring about a 
simultaneous revolt in all British colonies. 
Statement 4 is correct. This movement followed a 
secular approach in preaching militant nationalism. 
The weekly newspaper Ghadr was printed in Urdu and 
Gurumukhi. 

21. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Responsible government was 
not introduced by Morley Minto reforms of 1909. 
Resolutions passed by legislatures may or may not be 
accepted. Veto power of Governor general still exists. 
Statement 2 is correct. One Indian was to be appointed to 
the viceroy’s executive council (Satyendra Sinha was the 
first Indian to be appointed in 1909). 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The number of elected members 
in the Imperial Legislative Council and the Provincial 
Legislative Councils was increased. In the provincial 
councils, non-official majority was introduced, but 
since some of these non-officials were nominated and not 
elected, the overall non-elected majority remained. 
Statement 4 is correct. Besides separate electorates for 
the Muslims, representation in excess of the strength 
of their population was accorded to the Muslims. Also, 
the income qualification for Muslim voters was kept lower 
than that for Hindus. 

22. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
The Home Rule Leagues and the associated activities had 
some positive effects and contributed to the fresh direction 
that the freedom struggle was to take in the coming years. 
1. The movement shifted the emphasis from the 

educated elite to the masses and permanently 
deflected the movement from the course mapped by 
the Moderates. Hence, Statement 2 is incorrect. 

2. It created an organizational link between the town 
and the country, which was to prove crucial in later 
years when the national movement entered its mass 
phase in a true sense. 

3. It created a generation of ardent nationalists. 
4. It prepared the masses for politics of the Gandhian 

style. Hence, Statement 4 is correct. 
5. The August 1917 declaration of Montagu and the 

Montford reforms were influenced by the Home 
Rule agitation. Hence, Statement 1 is correct. 

6. The efforts of Tilak and Annie Besant towards the 
Moderate-Extremist reunion at Lucknow (1916) 
revived the Congress as an effective instrument of 
Indian nationalism. 
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7. The home rule movement lent a new dimension 
and a sense of urgency to the national movement. 
Hence, Statement 3 is correct. 

23. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Bhadralok an elitist social class of ‘gentlefolk’ that 
emerged through the processes of social changes brought 
under the impact of British colonial rule. They mostly 
belonged to the upper and middle caste and classes. It 
included the clerical, commercial and the new landed 
class, who built their fortune through their association 
and transactions with the Europeans. They amassed 
wealth after coming in contact with the Europeans, and 
being influenced by them, they became indifferent about 
religion and culture of their forefathers. Most members 
of the bhadralok class are upper caste, mainly Brahmins, 
Kayasthas , Baidyas and later Mahishyas.

24. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. In the Lucknow 
session of 1916, the Muslim League and Congress came 
together and presented common demands by them to the 
government. A major reason for this shift in the League’s 
position was Britain’s refusal to help Turkey (ruled by 
the Khalifa who claimed religio-political leadership of 
Muslims) in its wars in the Balkans (1912-13) and with 
Italy (during 1911) had angered the Muslims. 
Other reasons were: 
1. The refusal of the British government in India to set 

up a university at Aligarh with powers to affiliate 
colleges all over India also alienated some Muslims. 
But later in 1920, Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) 
was established. Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) 
was established. 

2. Annulment of partition of Bengal in 1911 had annoyed 
those sections of the Muslims who had supported the 
partition. 

3. The Calcutta session of the Muslim League (1912) 
had committed the League to “working with other 
groups for a system of self-government suited to 
India, provided it did not come in conflict with its 
basic objective of protection of interests of the Indian 
Muslims”. Thus, the goal of self-government similar 
to that of the Congress brought both sides closer. 

25. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Apart from helping in starting 
indigenous business enterprises, Subramaniam Bharati 
also wrote a poem dedicated to the struggle against British 
rule titled Swadesh Geetham. 
Statement 2 is correct: Swadeshi spirit found expression 
in development of indigenous industries like Swadeshi 
Steam Navigation Company by V.O. Chidambaram 
Pillai. The navigation company gave a challenge to the 
British Indian Steam Navigation Company. 

Statement 3 is correct: Traditional folk theatre forms 
such as jatras were extensively used in disseminating the 
Swadeshi message in an intelligible form to vast sections 
of the people, many of whom were being introduced to 
modern political ideas for the first time. 

26. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Bal Gangadhar Tilak, also 
known as Lokmanya Tilak, was born on 23rd July, 1856 
in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. He founded the Deccan 
Education Society in 1884 along with Gopal Ganesh 
Agarkar and others.
Statement 2 is correct. Bal Gangadhar Tilak wrote the 
book “Arctic Home of the Vedas” in 1903 on the origin 
of the Indo-Aryan people. . He also wrote Gita Rhasya. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Tilak set up his Indian Home 
Rule League in April 1916. His league was restricted to 
Maharashtra (excluding Bombay city), Karnataka, 
Central Provinces and Berar. 

27. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. Women, who were traditionally 
home-centred, especially those of the urban middle 
classes, took active part in processions and picketing 
during the Swadeshi Movement.
Statement 2 is correct. Most of the upper- and 
middle-class Muslims stayed away from the Swadeshi 
Movement. Though some of the Muslims participated 
like - Barrister Abdul Rasul, Liaqat Hussain, Guznavi and 
Maulana Azad.

28. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
The methods adopted by the Moderates were petitions 
to the government, public meetings, memoranda, and 
propaganda through pamphlets and newspapers such as 
Hitabadi, Sanjibani and Bengalee. Their objective was 
to exert sufficient pressure on the government.
1. Hitabadi – Bengali weekly founded by Dwijendranath 

Tagore in1891.
2. Sanjibani - Krishna Kumar Mitra launched the 

journal Sanjibani in Bengali Language in the year 
1883. 

3. Bengalee - The Bengalee was founded in 1862 by 
Girish Chandra Ghosh as an English language 
newspaper based in Kolkata. It was taken over by 
Surendranath Banerjea in 1879.

29. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct 
Statement 1 is incorrect. In the Congress session held 
at Calcutta (1906) under the presidentship of Dadabhai 
Naoroji, it was declared that the goal of the Indian 
National Congress was “self-government or swaraj 
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like the United Kingdom or the colonies of Australia or 
Canada”. 
Statement 2 is correct. Gokhale’s one major difference 
with Tilak centred around the Age of Consent Bill 
introduced by the British Imperial Government, in 
1891–92. The bill raised the marriageable age for girls 
from 10 years to 12 years. Tilak opposed the Age of 
Consent Bill.

30. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Dissatisfaction with the 
achievements of Moderates: - Moderates focussed on 
constitutional reforms methods. However, they could 
achieve very few steps forward through Indian Council 
Act 1892.
Statement 2 is correct. Reactionary Policies of Lord 
Curzon:A sharp reaction was created in the Indian 
mind by Curzon’s seven-year rule in India which was 
full of missions, commissions and omissions. He refused 
to recognise India as a nation, and insulted Indian 
nationalists and the intelligentsia.
Statement 3 is correct. Reaction of Increasing 
Westernisation: - The rise of leaders like Vivekanand, 
Dayanand Sarswati and Bankim Chandra Chatterjee. 
The new leadership felt the stranglehold of excessive 
westernisation and sensed colonial designs to submerge 
the Indian national identity in the British Empire. 

31. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct 
The Carlyle Circular was aimed at limiting the 
participation of students in the Bengal anti-partition 
movement. During the Swadeshi Movement, the British 
threatened to the student-picketers in the form of the 
withdrawal of grants, scholarships and affiliations of the 
institutions to which they belonged through the infamous 
circular of 22 October 1905 issued by Carlyle, the Chief 
Secretary of the Government of Bengal. 

32. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The official reason given for 
the decision of partition of Bengal was that Bengal with a 
population of 78 million (about a quarter of the population 
of British India) had become too big to be administered. It 
was not the real motive behind the partition of Bengal.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The British Government stated 
that partition would help in the development of Assam if 
it came under the direct jurisdiction of the government. 
It was also not the real motive behind the partition of 
Bengal.
Statement 3 is correct. The real motive behind the 
partition of Bengal was seen to be the British desire to 
weaken Bengal, the nerve centre of Indian nationalism. 
This it sought to achieve by putting the Bengalis under 
two administrations by dividing them:

33. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The moderates found their 
support base in the Zamindars and the upper-middle-
class. The extremists found their support bases among the 
educated middle-class and lower classes.
Statement 2 is correct. Moderates wanted greater 
autonomy and self-rule while still under the nominal rule 
of the British crown. Extremists demanded swaraj as the 
panacea for Indian ills.

34. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
International Influences on Militant Nationalism in 
India:
Statement 1 is correct. The defeat of the Italian army by 
Ethiopians (1896) .
Statement 2 is correct. The Boer wars (1899-1902). 
Statement 3 is correct. Japan’s victory over Russia (1905).
Statement 4 is incorrect. Era of Militant Nationalism in 
India was mainly from 1905 to 1909 whereas the League 
of Nations was established in 1920. League of Nation was 
established to increase cooperation amongst nations after 
WW1. It had no bearing on militant nationalism in India.

35. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
The legislations passed by the Government to repress 
the Swadeshi Movement are:
1. The Seditious Meetings Act, 1907.
2. Indian Newspapers (Incitement to Offences) Act, 

1908. 
3. Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908
4. The Indian Press Act, 1910. 
5. The Official Secrets Act (1904) was passed to curb 

the freedom of press. Thus, Official Secrets Act was 
passed before the Swadeshi Movement.

36. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Lala Harkishan Lal promoted 
Swadeshi Movement in Punjab through the Brahmo-
leaning group which began the Tribune newspaper.
Statement 2 is correct. The Punjab National Bank 
founders included several leaders of the Swadeshi 
movement such as Dyal Singh Majithia and Lala 
Harkishan Lal, Lala Lalchand, Kali Prosanna Roy, E. C. 
Jessawala, Prabhu Dayal, Bakshi Jaishi Ram, and Lala 
Dholan Dass.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Anushilan Samiti was an Indian 
organisation that supported revolutionary violence as the 
means for ending British rule in India. Lala Harkishan 
Lal was not its member.

37. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
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Statement 1 is correct. During Swadeshi Movement, 
self-reliance or ‘atma shakti’ was encouraged. This 
implied re-assertion of national dignity, honour and 
confidence and social and economic regeneration of the 
villages.
Statement 2 is correct. Amar Sonar Bangla was 
composed by Rabindranath Tagore during Swadeshi 
Movement. It later inspired the liberation struggle of 
Bangladesh and was adopted by it as its national anthem.
Statement 3 is correct. Tilak’s Ganapati and Shivaji 
festivals became a medium of swadeshi propaganda 
not only in western India, but also in Bengal. The idea 
was to use traditional festivals and occasions as a means 
of reaching out to the masses and spreading political 
messages.

38. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The movement brought a lot of new 
techniques of protest which later came to be associated 
with Gandhian politics. Due to their inability to create 
an effective organization and party structure they failed 
to provide a disciplined focus to these techniques. 
Statement 2 is correct. The movement largely remained 
confined to the upper and middle class and zamindars, 
and failed to reach the masses, especially peasantry. 

39. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Rash Behari Bose and Sachin 
Sanyal staged a bomb attack on Viceroy Hardinge in 
1912. On the other hand, Alipore conspiracy is related to 
the trial of revolutionary nationalist who threw a bomb 
at a carriage supposed to be carrying a white judge, 
Kingsford, in Muzaffarnagar. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Publications which promoted 
revolutionary activities included Sandhya and Yugantar 
in Bengal and Kal in Maharshtra. 
Statement 3 is correct. The first of revolutionary 
activities in Maharashtra was organization of Ramosi 
Peasant Force by Vasudev Balwant Phadke in 1879. 
It instigated an armed revolt against the British by 
disrupting communication lines. 

40. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. This group met Lord Minto and 
demanded for separate electorates for the Muslims and 
representation in excess of their population in view of 
‘the value of the contribution’. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. In 1906, Shimla Deputation 
met Lord Minto, the group was led by Agha Khan (and 
not Mohammad Ali Jinnah) . The same group quickly 
took over Muslim League in December 1906. 

41. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct 

Statement 1 is correct. The Secretary of State for India, 
Edwin Samuel Montagu, made a statement on August 20, 
1917 in the British House of Commons. It was known as 
the August Declaration of 1917. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. After the declaration, the 
demand by nationalists for self-government or home rule 
could not be termed as seditious since attainment of self-
government for Indians now became a government policy. 

42. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
The nationalist response to British participation in the 
First World War was three-fold:
• The Moderates supported the British empire in 

the war as a matter of duty. Hence, statement 1 is 
correct.

• The Extremists, including Tilak (who was released 
in June 1914) , supported the war efforts in the 
mistaken belief that Britain would repay India’s loyalty 
with gratitude in the form of self-government. Hence, 
statement 2 is incorrect.

• The revolutionaries decided to utilise the 
opportunity to wage a war on British rule and 
liberate the country. Hence, statement 3 is correct.

43. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Lucknow Pact was an 
agreement reached between the Indian National 
Congress and the Muslim League at a joint session of 
both the parties held in Lucknow in December 1916. 
Statement 2 is correct: Under the tenure of the Viceroy of 
India - Lord Chelmsford (4 April 1916 to 2 April 1921) , 
the following events took place:
1. Formation of Indian Home Rule Movement (1916) 
2. Lucknow Pact (1916) . 
3. Montagu-Chamsfors Reforms (1919) 
4. Government of India Act (1919) 
Statement 3 is correct. Under the Lucknow pact, the 
Indian National Congress agreed to separate electorates 
for Muslims.

44. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Lala Lajpat Rai was not merely an outstanding politician 
but also an able writer. The biographies he wrote in Urdu 
are memorable. He wrote the biographies of the patriots 
Mazzini and Garibaldi who unified Italy. He also wrote 
outstanding books about Indian great men Shivaji, Sri 
Krishna and Dayananda Saraswati. During World War I, 
Lala Lajpat Rai lived in the United States of America, 
where he founded the Indian Home Rule League of 
America (1917) in New York City. He returned to India in 
early 1920. In 1923, he contested election to the Central 
Legislative Assembly and won a seat.
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45. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Tilak found the first home rule 
league at the Bombay provincial congress at Belgaum in 
April 1916, then after this Annie Besant founded second 
home rule league at Adyar Madras in September 1916. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Theosophical Society was 
founded by Madame H. P. Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott 
in New York in 1875. Annie Besant had joined the 
Theosophical Society in 1889.
Statement 3 is correct. Annie Besant was the first 
woman President of the Indian National Congress 
(INC) She presided over the 1917 Calcutta session of INC. 

46. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct
Komagata Maru was the name of a ship which was 
carrying 370 passengers, mainly Sikh and Punjabi Muslim 
would-be immigrants, from Singapore to Vancouver. They 
were turned back by Canadian authorities after two 
months of privation and uncertainty. It was generally 
believed that the Canadian authorities were influenced 
by the British government. The ship finally anchored at 
Calcutta in September 1914. The inmates refused to board 
the Punjab bound train. In the ensuing conflict with the 
police at Budge Budge near Calcutta, 22 persons died.

47. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. In the beginning, the AITUC 
was influenced by social democratic ideas of the British 
Labour Party. The Gandhian philosophy of non-violence, 
trusteeship and class-collaboration had great influence on 
the movement.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Lala Lajpat Rai, was elected 
as the first president of All India Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC) and Dewan Chaman Lal as the first general 
secretary of All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC).

48. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Pair 1 is correctly matched: Brahm Bandhav Upadhyay 
started Sandhya Newspaper in Bengal in 1906.
Pair 2 is correctly matched: The Sudharak was started 
by Gopal Ganesh Agarkar.
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched: The Punjab newspaper 
was started by Lala Lajpat Rai.

49. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Some of the factors that lead to the formation of the 
Home Rule Movement are as follows:
1. A section of the nationalists felt that popular 

pressure was required to attain concessions from the 
government.

2. Annie Besant had decided to enlarge the sphere of 
her activities to include the building of a movement 

for home rule on the lines of the Irish Home Rule 
Leagues. 

3. People were feeling the burden of wartime miseries 
caused by high taxation and a rise in prices, and were 
ready to participate in any aggressive movement of 
protest.

4. The Moderates were disillusioned with the Morley-
Minto reforms. 

50. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct
The Home Rule agitation declined because of the 
following reasons:
1. There was a lack of effective organization.
2. Communal riots were witnessed during 1917-18.
3. Moderates got enthusiasts by the August Declaration 

of August 1917.
4. The Montagu-Chelmsford reforms which became 

known in July 1918 further divided the nationalist 
ranks.

5. The movement was left leaderless as Tilak had to go 
abroad (September 1918) in connection with a case 
while Annie Besant vacillated over her response to the 
reforms and the techniques of passive resistance. 

51. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Option a is incorrect: The headquarter of the Ghadar 
party was situated in San Francisco, on the west coast of 
the USA.
Option b is correct: The Ghadar was a weekly newspaper, 
first published in Urdu and later in Gurmukhi script as 
well.
Option c is incorrect: The movement was secular, as 
many leaders including Barkatullah were muslims. Many 
slogans like Bande Matram were secular as well, and 
religious symbolism was kept to a minimum.
Option d is incorrect: Rash Behari Bose, the Bengali 
revolutionary who had become famous by his daring 
attack on Hardinge, arrived in Punjab in mid-January 
1915 to assume leadership of the revolt.

52. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
• Moderate-Extremist split occurred in the Surat 

session of Indian National Congress in 1907.
• Komatgatamaru incident happened in 1914.
• Mahatma Gandhi came back to India in January 

1915.
• Home Rule leagues were set up in 1916. (Tilak - April 

1916 and Annie Besant -September 1916).

53. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
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Free India society was a revolutionary society established 
by V D Savarkar in England. The society used to meet on 
weekends and discuss the political problems of India. 
It also discussed the means and ways to overthrow the 
British from India. The meetings were also marked by the 
celebration of Indian festivals. 
While organising events for free India society he published 
his book “The Indian war of Independence” in 1909. It 
was a patriotic history of the 1857 war of Independence. 
It was natural for the book to get banned by the British. 

54. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The movement committed 
political dacoities to raise fund. As part of it, in Punjab 
political dacoities had somewhat new social content. 
Here the raiders targeted the moneylenders and debt 
records before decamping with the cash. 
Statement 2 is correct. To control the Ghadar movement 
Defence of India Act 1915 was passed. As a result there 
were large scale detentions without trial, special courts 
giving extreme sentences, numerous court-marshals of 
army men. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The movement preached a 
militant nationalism with a completely secular approach. 
But politically and militarily, it failed to achieve much 
because it lacked an organized and sustained leadership. 
Lala Hardyal was unsuited for the job of an organizer. 

55. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. Besant failed to get Congress 
to approve her scheme of Home Rule Leagues. Besant 
laid condition that if the Congress did not implement 
its commitments, she would be free to setup her own 
league-which she finally had to, as there was no response 
from Congress. 
Statement 2 is correct. Tilak’ league was smaller and 
well organized as compared to Besant’s league. It had only 
six branches and demands included swaraj, formation of 
linguistic states and education in the vernacular. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Besant setup her league in 
Madras and covered rest of India with 200 branches 
(and not just restricted to Maharashtra) . But the non-
brahmin of south India did not join as they felt home 
rule would mean rule of Hindu majority, mainly the high 
caste. 

56. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Montagu’s statement declared 
that the long-term goal of British rule in India is self-
government. This pacified the moderates who had joined 
the League after Besant’s arrest. This led to weakening of 
the movement. 
Statement 2 is correct. The statement provide that the 
government alone would decide the nature and the 

timing of advance towards a responsible government 
and Indian were resentful that the British would decide 
what was good and what was bad for Indians. 

57. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. After the death of C.R Das, the 
Congress leadership in Bengal got divided into two wings, 
one led by Subhas Chandra Bose and the other by J.M. 
Sengupta. The Yugantar group joined forces with the 
first and Anushilan with the second. 
Statement 2 is correct. In 1906, an inner circle within 
Anushilan (Barindra Kumar Ghosh, Bhupendranath 
Dutta) started the weekly Yugantar, which openly 
preached armed rebellion in order to create the 
necessary revolutionary mentality among the people. It 
openly preached the cult of violence. 

58. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Rash Bihari Bose founded 
the Indian Independence league. Vinayak Damodar 
Savarkar founded the Free India Society. He has also 
founded the Abhinav Bharat Society. 
Statement 2 is correct. Six Glorious Epochs of Indian 
was written by Vinayak Damodar Savarkar in Marathi 
a few years before his death in 1966.Six Glorious Epochs 
provides an account of Hindu resistance to invasions of 
India from the earliest times. 
Statement 3 is correct. He participated in the Swadeshi 
movement. Savarkar was also against foreign goods and 
propagated the idea of Swadeshi. In 1905, he burnt all the 
foreign goods in a bonfire on Dussehra. 

59. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Alipore Bomb Case took 
place against suspects involved in a bomb attack on 
April 30, 1908, targeting Magistrate Kingsford of 
Muzaffarpur. The magistrate could not be killed as he 
was not in the vehicle, but two British ladies were killed in 
the attack. Aurobindo Ghosh and 37 others were accused 
under Alipore Bomb Case, 1908.
Statement 2 is correct. Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das 
was called upon to appear on behalf of Aurobindo 
Ghose in the Alipore Bomb Case in 1908. It was due to 
his brilliant handling of the case that Aurobindo Ghose 
was ultimately acquitted.

60. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
The Berlin Committee, later known as the Indian 
Independence Committee after 1915, was an 
organisation formed in Germany in 1914 by 
Virendranath Chattopadhyay, Bhupendranath Dutta, 
Lala Hardayal and others with the help of the German 
foreign office under the ‘Zimmerman Plan’. Its motive 
was Independence of India. 
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61. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Shyamji Krishna Varma (4 October 1857 – 30 March 
1930) was an Indian revolutionary fighter who founded 
the Indian Home Rule Society, India House and The 
Indian Sociologist in London. 
He was an admirer of Dayanand Saraswati’s approach of 
cultural nationalism. He believed in Herbert Spencer’s 
dictum Resistance to aggression is not simply justified, 
but imperative.

62. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
The Delhi Conspiracy case, also known as the Delhi-
Lahore Conspiracy, refers to a conspiracy in 1912 to 
assassinate the then Viceroy of India, Lord Hardinge, 
on the occasion of transferring the capital of British India 
from Calcutta to New Delhi. Basant Kumar Biswas, Amir 
Chand, and Avadh Behari were convicted and executed in 
the trial of this Delhi Conspiracy Case.

63. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect.
The whole Anushilan group was arrested including the 
Ghosh brothers, Aurobindo and Barindra were tried in 
the Alipore conspiracy case. Aurobindo was acquitted 
of all charges with the judge condemning the flimsy 
nature of the evidence against him.
Barindra Ghosh, as the head of the secret society of 
revolutionaries and Ullaskar Dutt, as the maker of 
bombs, were given the death penalty which was later 
commuted to life in prison.
Statement 2 is incorrect.
In 1904, V.D. Savarkar organized Abhinav Bharat as 
a secret society of revolutionaries. In 1909, A.M.T. 
Jackson, the Collector of Nasik, who was also a well-
known indologist, was killed by Anant Lakshman 
Kanhere, a member of Abhinav Bharat.

64. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Surat Session of Indian 
National Congress (1907) was presided over the Rash 
Behari Ghosh (and not Rash Behari Bose). At this 
session, Congress split into moderates and extremists. He 
also presided over the Madras session of INC in 1908. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Rash Behari Bose helped in 
activating the Indian independence struggle in abroad. He 
along with A M Nair, persuaded the Japanese authorities 
to support and stand by the Indian nationalists. He 
performed a key role in establishing the Indian 
Independence League.

65. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.

Statement 1 is correct. The partition of Bengal was 
annulled in 1911 as a result of massive protests from 
different sections but mainly to curb the menace of 
revolutionary terrorism. The annulment came as a rude 
shock to the Muslim political elite. It was also decided to 
shift the capital to Delhi as a sop to the Muslims, as it 
was associated with Muslim glory, but the Muslims were 
not pleased. 
Statement 2 is correct. Bihar and Orissa were taken out 
of Bengal and Assam was made a separate province. 

66. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. In 1908, Khudiram Bose 
and Prafulla Chaki threw a bomb into a carriage in 
Muzaffarpur in Bihar in an attempt to kill the Presidency 
Magistrate Kingsford. The bomb, however, killed two 
English ladies. This misdirected attempt led to the 
capture of not only Khudiram bose (Prafulla Chaki 
committed suicide before being caught), but also of the 
entire Anushilan group. Though Aurobindo Ghosh was 
acquitted due to lack of evidence, Barindra Ghosh and 
Ullaskar Dutt served life-terms in prison. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Anushilan Samiti was 
founded by Promotha Mitter in 1902, and included 
Jatindranath Banerjee, Aurobindo Ghosh, Barindra 
Kumar Ghosh and others. Khudiram Bose later joined the 
Anushilan Samiti. 

67. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Pair 1 is correctly matched. The Berlin Committee 
for Indian Independence was established in 1915 
by Virendranath Chattopadhyay, Bhupendranath 
Dutta, Lala Hardayal and others with the help of the 
German foreign office under ‘Zimmerman Plan’. These 
revolutionaries aimed to mobilise the Indian settlers 
abroad to send volunteers and arms to India to incite 
rebellion among Indian troops there and to even organise 
an armed invasion of British India to liberate the country. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. In 1910, Tarak Nath Das and 
G.D. Kumar set up the United India House in Seattle in 
the US, where every Saturday they lectured to a group of 
twenty-five Indian labourers. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. G.D. Kumar set up a 
Swadesh Sevak Home in Vancouver on the lines of 
the India House in London. It also began to bring out a 
Gurmukhi paper called Swadesh Sevak which advocated 
social reform and it also asked Indian troops to rise in 
revolt against the British. 

68. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct
Pair 1 is correctly matched. The Bengalee was founded 
by Girishchandra Ghosh in 1862 as an English language 
newspaper. Surendranath Banerjea served as its editor. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. The Bombay Chronicle 
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was an English language weekly newspaper started by 
Pherozshah Mehta in 1910. It became an important 
nationalistic voice of its time. 
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Swadesamitran was a 
Tamil language newspaper founded by G. Subramania 
Aiyar in 1882. 

69. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
The Swadeshi Movement had its genesis in the anti-
partition movement which was started to oppose the 
British decision to partition Bengal. 
Statement 1 is correct. Internal squabbles among 
leaders, magnified by the Surat split (1907), did much 
harm to the movement. The movement aroused the 
people but did not know how to tap the newly released 
energy or how to find new forms to give expression to 
popular resentment. 
Statement 2 is correct. There was severe government 
repression. The government, seeing the revolutionary 
potential of the movement, came down with a heavy hand. 
Repression took the form of controls and bans on public 
meetings, processions and the press. Student participants 
were expelled from Government schools and colleges, 
debarred from Government service, fined and at times 
beaten up by the police. 

Statement 3 is correct. It is difficult to sustain a mass-
based movement at a high pitch for too long. The mass 
movements cannot be sustained endlessly at the same 
pitch of militancy and self-sacrifice, especially when 
faced with severe repression, but need to pause, to 
consolidate its forces for yet another struggle. 

70. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct
Pair 1 is correctly matched. Bangabhasha Prakasika 
Sabha was started by Gourishankar Tarkabagish, an 
associate of Raja Ram Mohan Roy in 1836 in Calcutta. 
The objective of the organization was to promote Bengali 
education by means of polemics and build up public 
opinion.
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched. The Poona Sarvajanik 
Sabha was founded in 1867 by Mahadeo Govind Ranade 
and Bhawanrao Shriniwasrao Pant Pratinidhi, Ganesh 
Vasudeo Joshi and S H Chiplunkar, with the object of 
serving as a bridge between the government and the 
people. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. The Indian League was 
started in 1875 by Sisir Kumar Ghosh with the object of 
“stimulating the sense of nationalism amongst the people” 
and of encouraging political education.
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5.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Which one of the following observation is not true 
about the Quit India Movement of 1942 ?   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011]
(a) It was a non-violent movement 
(b) It was led by Mahatma Gandhi 
(c) It was a spontaneous movements 
(d) It did not attract the labour class in general

2. With reference to Indian freedom struggle, Usha 
Mehta is well-known for? [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011]
(a) running the secret congress radio in the wake of 

quit India movement 
(b) participating in the second round table 

conference 
(c) leading a contingent of Indian national army 
(d) assisting in the formation of Interim Government 

under Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

3. What was the reason for Mahatma Gandhi to 
organize a satyagraha on behalf of the peasants off 
Kheda ?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011]
1. The administration did not suspend the land 

revenue collection in spite of a drought 
2. The administration proposed to introduce 

permanent settlement in Gujarat 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

4. With reference to the period of Indian freedom 
struggle, which of the following was/were 
recommended by the Nehru report?   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2011]
1. Complete Independence for India. 
2. Joint electorates for reservation of seats for 

minorities. 
3. Provision of fundamental rights for the people of 

India in the Constitution. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below
(a) 1 Only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

5. The Congress ministries resigned in the seven 
provinces in 1939, because [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012] 
(a) the Congress could not form ministries in the 

other four provinces 

(b) emergence of a ‘left wing’ in the Congress made 
the working of the ministries impossible 

(c) there were widespread communal disturbances 
in their provinces 

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given 
above is correct

6. Which of the following parties were established by 
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012]
1. The Peasants and Workers Party of India
2. All India Scheduled Castes Federation 
3. The Independent Labour Party
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

7. Mahatma Gandhi undertook fast unto death in 
1932, mainly because  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012] 
(a) Round Table Conference failed to satisfy Indian 

political aspirations 
(b) Congress and Muslim League had differences of 

opinion 
(c) Ramsay Macdonald announced the Communal 

Award 
(d) None of the statements (a) , (b) and (c) given 

above is correct in this context

8. The Lahore Session of the Indian National 
Congress (1929) is very important in history, 
because  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012] 
1. the Congress passed a resolution demanding 

complete independence 
2. the rift between the extremists and moderates 

was resolved in that Session 
3. a resolution was passed rejecting the two-nation 

theory in that Session 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only   
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 3   
(d) None of the above 

9. The Rowlatt Act aimed at  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012]
(a) compulsory economic support to war efforts 
(b) imprisonment without trial and summary 

procedures for trial 
(c) suppression of the Khilafat Movement 
(d) imposition of restrictions on freedom of the 

press 
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10. The demand for the Tebhaga Peasant Movement in 
Bengal was for [UPSC CSE Pre. 2013] 
(a) the reduction of the share of the landlords from 

one-half of the crop to one-third 
(b) the grant of ownership of land to peasants as 

they were the actual cultivators of the land 
(c) the uprooting of Zamindari system and the end 

of serfdom 
(d) writing off all peasant debts

11. The people of India agitated against the arrival of 
Simon Commission because    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2013] 
(a) Indians never wanted the review of the working 

of the Act of 1919 
(b) Simon Commission recommended the abolition 

of Dyarchy (Diarchy) in the Provinces 
(c) there was no Indian member in the Simon 

Commission 
(d) the Simon Commission suggested the partition 

of the country.

12. Quit India Movement was launched in response 
to  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2013]
(a) Cabinet Mission Plan
(b) Cripps Proposals
(c) Simon Commission Report 
(d) Wavell Plan

13. The Radcliffe Committee was appointed to  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2014]
(a) solve the problem of minorities in India
(b) give effect to the Independence Bill
(c) delimit the boundaries between India and 

Pakistan 
(d) enquire into the riots in East Bengal

14. The 1929 Session of Indian National Congress 
is of significance in the history of the Freedom 
Movement because the  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2014] 
(a) attainment of Self-Government was declared as 

the objective of the Congress 
(b) attainment of Poorna Swaraj was adopted as the 

goal of the Congress 
(c) Non-Cooperation Movement was launched 
(d) decision to participate in the Round Table 

Conference in London was taken

15. With reference to Rowlatt Satyagraha, which of 
the following statements is/ are correct?   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2015] 
1. The Rowlatt Act was based on the 

recommendations of the ‘Sedition Committee’. 
2. In Rowlatt Satyagraha, Gandhiji tried to utilize 

the Home Rule League. 
3. Demonstrations against the arrival of Simon 

Commission coincided with Rowlatt Satyagraha. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

16. With reference to Congress Socialist Party, 
consider the following statements:  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2015] 
1. It advocated the boycott of British goods and 

evasion of taxes. 
2. It wanted to establish the dictatorship of 

proletariat. 
3. It advocated separate electorate for minorities 

and oppressed classes. 
Which of the statements given above is / are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) None 

17. Who of the following organized a march on the 
Tanjore coast to break the Salt Law in April 1930?  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2015]
(a) V. O. Chidambaram Pillai 
(b) C. Rajagopalachari 
(c) K. Kamaraj 
(d) Annie Besant 

18. The Montague-Chelmsford Proposals were related 
to [UPSC CSE Pre. 2016]
(a) social reforms 
(b) educational reforms 
(c) reforms in police administration 
(d) constitutional reforms 

19. The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that after 
the Second World War  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2016] 
(a) India should be granted complete independence 
(b) India should be partitioned into two before 

granting independence 
(c) India should be made a republic with the 

condition that she will join the Commonwealth 
(d) India should be given Dominion status 

20. Consider the following pairs:    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2017]

1. Radhakanta Deb First President of 
the British Indian 
Association

2. Gazulu 
Lakshminarasu 
Chetty

Founder of the Madras 
Mahajana Sabha

3. Surendranath 
Banerjee

Founder of the Indian 
Association

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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21. In the context of Indian history, the principle of 
`Dyarchy (diarchy) ’ refers to

[UPSC CSE Pre. 2017]
(a) Division of the central legislature into two 

houses.
(b) Introduction of double government i.e., Central 

and State governments.
(c) Having two sets of rulers; one in London and 

another in Delhi.
(d) Division of the subjects delegated to the 

provinces into two categories.

22. With reference to Indian freedom struggle, 
consider the following events :   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2017]
1. Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy
2. Quit India Movement launched
3. Second Round Table Conference
What is the correct chronological sequence of the 
above events ?
(a) 1-2-3
(b) 2-1-3
(c) 3-2-1
(d) 3-1-2

23. The objective of the Butler Committee of 1927 was 
to?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2017] 
(a) Define the jurisdiction of the Central and 

Provincial Governments. 
(b) Define the powers of the Secretary of State for 

India. 
(c) Impose censorship on national press. 
(d) Improve the relationship between the 

Government of India and the Indian States.

24. In 1920, which of the following changed its name 
to “Swarajya Sabha”? [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
(a) All India Home Rule League
(b) Hindu Mahasabha
(c) South Indian Liberal Federation
(d) The Servants of India Society

25. Which one of the following is a very significant 
aspect of the Champaran Satyagraha?[UPSC CSE 
Pre. 2018]
(a) Active all-India participation of lawyers, 

students and women in the National Movement
(b) Active involvement of Dalit and Tribal 

communities of India in the National Movement
(c) Joining of peasant unrest to India’s National 

Movement
(d) Drastic decrease in the cultivation of plantation 

crops and commercial crops

26. Who among the following were the founders of 
the “Hind Mazdoor Sabha” established in 1948? 
[UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
(a) B. Krishna Pillai, E.M.S. Namboodiripad and 

K.C. George

(b) Jayaprakash Narayan, Deen Dayal Upadhyay 
and M.N. Roy

(c) C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer, K. Kamaraj and 
Veeresalingam Pantulu

(d) Ashok Mehta, T.S. Ramanujam and G.G. Mehta

27. Consider the following pairs:    
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2019]

Movement/
Organization Leader

1. All India Anti-
Untouchability 
League

Mahatma Gandhi

2. All India Kisan 
Sabha

Swami Sahajanand 
Saraswati

3. Self-Respect 
Movement Naicker E.V. Ramaswami 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

28. With reference to the British colonial rule in India, 
consider the following statements:

[UPSC CSE Pre. 2019]
1. Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental in the 

abolition of the system of ‘indentured labour’.
2. In Lord Chelmsford’s ‘War Conference’, 

Mahatma Gandhi did not support the resolution 
on recruiting Indians for World War.

3. Consequent upon the breaking of Salt Law by 
Indian people, the Indian National Congress was 
declared illegal by the colonial rulers.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

29. With reference to Indian National Movement, 
consider the following pairs:   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2019]

Person Position held
1. Sir Tej Bahadur 

Sapru
President, All India 
Liberal Federation

2. K.C. Neogy Member, The 
Constituent Assembly

3. P.C. Joshi
General Secretary, 
Communist Party of 
India

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?
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(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

30. The Gandhi-Irwin Pact included which of the 
following?  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2020]
1. Invitation to Congress to participate in the 

Round Table Conference
2. Withdrawal of Ordinances promulgated 

in connection with the Civil Disobedience 
Movement

3. Acceptance of Gandhiji’s suggestion for enquiry 
into police excesses

4. Release of only those prisoners who were not 
charged with violence

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

31. Which of the following statements correctly 
explain the impact of Industrial Revolution 
on India during the first half of the nineteenth 
century?[UPSC CSE Pre. 2020]
(a) Indian handicrafts were ruined.
(b) Machines were introduced in the Indian textile 

industry in large numbers.
(c) Railway lines were laid in many parts of the 

country
(d) Heavy duties were imposed on the imports of 

British manufactures

32. The Vital-Vidhvansak, the first monthly journal to 
have the untouchable people as its target audience 
was published by  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2020]
(a) Gopal Baba Walangkar
(b) Jyotiba Phule
(c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
(d) Bhimrao Ranji Ambedkar

5.1. Practice Questions

33. With reference to the impact of Poona Pact, which 
of the following statements is incorrect? 
(a) Depressed classes remained mere as political 

tools in the hands of majoritarian. 
(b) It denied them a separate and distinct existence. 
(c) Joint electorates allowed to send true 

representatives of the Dalits, to the Legislature. 
(d) It led the depressed classes to submit to the status 

quo in political, ideological and cultural field. 

34. Consider the following statements about the 
Barsod Satyagraha: 
1. The movement was led by Jawaharlal Nehru. 
2. It was launched against the poll tax imposed on 

every adult in Barsod. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

35. With reference to the spread of Civil Disobedience 
Movement in different parts of India, consider the 
following statements: 
1. In Bengal, student organized a strike against the 

Cunningham Circular. 
2. In Bihar, No-chaukidari tax agitation replaced 

the salt satyagraha. 
3. In Orissa, salt satyagraha was under the 

leadership of Gopalbandhu Chaudhuri. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

36. In the context of Mountbatten Plan, which of the 
following statements is/are incorrect? 
(a) Unlike the Dickie Bird Plan, this plan was 

accepted by both the Congress and the Muslim 
League. 

(b) The viceroy completely neglected the division of 
the population on religious grounds. 

(c) The Sikh leaders never endorsed the plan. 
(d) The Muslim League leaders proposed a plan for 

a ‘United Sovereign Bengal’. 

37. Consider the following statements in the context 
of Mahatma Gandhi’s views on untouchability: 
1. Mahatma Gandhi founded the All-India Anti-

Untouchability League. 
2. Gandhi proposed abolition of caste system for 

total eradication of untouchability. 
3. According to him, if Shastras advocate 

untouchability, they should be ignored. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

38. Consider the following statements about the 
ideological differences/similarities between M. K 
Gandhi and V. D Savarkar: 
1. Savarkar criticized Gandhi for his rejection of 

modern science and technology. 
2. Both Gandhi and Savarkar believed deeply in 

religion. 
3. Gandhi was against capitalism while Savarkar 

was an advocate of market-driven society. 
4. Both Savarkar and Gandhi worked for the 

eradication of untouchability. 
Which of the statements give above is/are correct? 
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(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

39. Regarding the Vaikom temple entry movement, 
which one of the following statements is incorrect? 
(a) Vaikom Satyagrha was supported by the Kerala 

Hindu Sabha. 
(b) An Akali jatha arrived from Punjab to support 

the satyagrahis. 
(c) Mahatma Gandhi undertook a tour of Kerala to 

support the movement. 
(d) The satyagraha was led by poet Subramanian 

Tirumambu. 

40. During the Second World War, to break the 
deadlock between the two major political parties 
in India, C Rajagopalachari proposed a set of 
plans called the C R Formula or Rajaji Formula. 
Under this, both parties were to cooperate and 
form a provisional government at the center. But 
the proposal was not accepted because 
(a) Muslim league wanted entire population of the 

Muslim majority areas to vote on the plebiscite. 
(b) Muslim league wanted only Muslim leaders to 

take part in discussions of the plan. 
(c) Muslim league wanted a common Central 

government with full authority after the British 
rule. 

(d) Muslim league wanted the Indian National 
Congress to accept the Two-Nation Theory. 

41. In the context of Modern Indian history, which 
of the following events are correct about the 
Gurudwara Reform Movement? 
1. The clergy of the Golden Temple honouring 

General Dyer, led to the launch of the movement. 
2. It aimed at liberating the Sikh gurudwaras from 

the control of corrupt Udasi mahants. 
3. It turned into a communal movement during its 

later phase. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

42. Consider the following pairs: 

Revolutionaries Conspiracy cases 
1. Rajendra Lahiri Alipore conspiracy case 
2. Ghosh Brothers Kanpur Bolshevik 

Conspiracy Case 
3. S A Dange Kakori Conspiracy Case 
4. Kartar singh 

Sarabha
First Lahore Conspiracy 
Case 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 Only 
(c) 3 Only 
(d) 4 only 

43. He participated as the representative of the Indian 
National Congress, in the International Congress 
Against Colonial Oppression and Imperialism, 
held in Brussels in February 1927. At his initiative, 
Congress affiliated itself with the League against 
Imperialism set up at Brussels. He was appointed a 
member of the Executive Committee of the League 
Against Imperialism. 
Which one of the following leaders best fits the 
description given above? 
(a) Subash Chandra Bose 
(b) Rash Behari Bose 
(c) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(d) Vallabhbhai Patel. 

44. Which one of the following statements is correct 
regarding the princely states of India? 
(a) They participated in all three round table 

conferences. 
(b) They actively participated in the Quit India 

movement. 
(c) The Cabinet Mission plan kept them under the 

British paramountcy. 
(d) They never participated in the constituent 

assembly. 

45. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding reasons for Mahatma Gandhi’s success 
in achieving Indian Independence? 
1. Gandhi assumed the existence of a homogeneous 

political society in British India. 
2. He created a band of selfless, enlightened and 

dedicated group of political workers. 
3. Gandhi’s advocation of ahimsa and satyagraha 

deepened his authority as a political leader. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, and 3 

46. Consider the following statements with reference 
to Swaraj Party: 
1. Its programme of action was drawn up at its first 

conference in Allahabad. 
2. It worked out a compromise between socialism 

and individualism in its programme of action. 
3. Its main efforts were directed at wrecking the 

constitutional reforms. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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47. He was made the viceroy of India after Amritsar’s 
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, amid Gandhi’s first 
nationwide  satyagraha and governed India 
during one of its most revolutionary decades. His 
government introduced civil service examinations 
in New Delhi, held simultaneously with those in 
London. Also, Kakori train robbery occurred 
during his Viceroyship. 
Which one of the following Viceroy is being 
described in the above paragraph? 
(a) Lord Hardinge II 
(b) Lord Chelmsford 
(c) Lord Irwin 
(d) Lord Reading 

48. With reference to Congress Socialist Party (CSP), 
consider the following statements: 
1. It was formed within the Congress. 
2. For them nationalism was a necessary stage on 

the way to socialism. 
3. They focussed on making workers and peasants 

as the social base of the national movement. 
Which of the above statements given is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

49. Consider the following statements with reference 
to Sir Chhotu Ram from Modern History of India: 
1. He is also known as Deen-bandhu. 
2. Due to his efforts, The Punjab Agricultural 

Produce Markets Act, 1939 was enacted. 
3. He was the founder of the National Unionist 

Party. 
Which one of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

50. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the Mappila Revolt of the 20th century: 
1. There had been cases of Mappila resistance even 

in the 19th century. 
2. The Mappila revolt was communal since its 

beginning. 
3. The British enacted a Tenancy Act to pacify the 

Mappilas. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

51. Which of the following statements is incorrect 
about All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS)? 
(a) It aimed at abolition of zamindari system. 

(b) Swami Sahjanand was the president of AIKS. 
(c) The Congress manifesto for 1937 provincial 

elections was influenced by the AIKS agenda. 
(d) It was formed in the first village session of Indian 

National Congress. 

52. With reference to British policy towards Princely 
states, which of the following statements is/are 
correct? 
1. The theory of Paramountcy started to develop 

immediately after the battle of Buxar. 
2. After the charter act of 1833, the company lost 

the power of annexing the princely states. 
3. After the revolt of 1857, the princely states did 

not require sanction of Crown for succession. 
4. Curzon adopted the policy of patronage and 

‘intrusive surveillance’ towards the princely 
states. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 3 and 4 only 
(d) 4 only 

53. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
with reference to the recommendations of 
Montford reforms on princely states? 
1. A Chamber of Princes was set up to solve the 

internal affairs of Princely states. 
2. Indian princely states were divided into three 

categories for the purpose of chamber. 
3. It defined the term paramountcy for the first 

time. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

54. With reference to the Butler Committee of 1927, 
consider the following statements: 
1. It was set up to examine the relationship between 

princely states and Government of India. 
2. It recommended the abolition of British 

Paramountcy over princely states. 
3. As demanded by the states, it gave a detailed 

definition of the term ‘paramountcy’. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

55. With reference to the role and attitude of Congress 
towards the princely states in British India, 
consider the following statements: 
1. In the 1920 Nagpur session of Congress, a 

resolution asking the princes to introduce full 
responsible government in their states, was 
passed. 
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2. Congress allowed its members to initiate political 
activities in the princely states under its banner. 

3. The All-India States’ People’s Conference 
(AISPC) was founded by Congress in 1927 for 
political awakening in princely states. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

56. With reference to political developments in the 
princely states during British rule, consider the 
following statements: 
1. The ruler of Rajkot formed a representative 

assembly, consisting of representatives elected 
on the basis of universal adult franchise. 

2. Praja Mandals were constituted in princely states 
demanding civil and political rights. 

3. Political reforms in the princely states were 
actively supported by the British government. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

57. Consider the following statements: 
1. Jawaharlal Nehru was elected as the President of 

All-India States’ People’s Conference in 1939. 
2. Due to ongoing political instability, the Congress 

asked the people of princely states to not to 
participate in the Quit India Movement. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

58. With reference to the integration of various 
provinces/princely states in Indian Union, which 
of the following statements is correct? 
(a) The Mountbatten Plan of 1947 contemplated 

that the princely states would join either India 
or Pakistan. 

(b) The Dickie Bird plan proposed that the provinces 
be declared independent successor states and be 
allowed to choose whether to join the constituent 
assembly or not. 

(c) The Cabinet Mission Plan allowed the princely 
states to enter into an arrangement with any 
successor Indian government or the British 
government. 

(d) All of the above statements are correct. 

59. Which of the following statements regarding 
Gandhi and Ambedkar’s ideologies are correct? 
1. Both believed in Parliamentary democracy as 

the best form of government. 

2. Gandhi believed that India had always been a 
nation. 

3. Ambedkar believed that nationalistic identities 
were a by-product of colonial legal system. 

4. Both believed that education, and not force, 
would result in lasting social reforms. 

Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

60. Consider the following pairs: 

Conspiracy cases/Trials Reasons 
1. Kakori Case Train robbery 
2. Delhi conspiracy 

Trial 
Bomb attack on a white 
Judge, Kingsford 

3. Nasik conspiracy 
case 

Jackson, a collector was 
shot dead 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

61.  The aim of the Indemnity Act passed by the British 
Parliament in 1920 was: 
(a) To give the Indian members of the Indian civil 

service the same powers and rights as those 
enjoyed by their European colleagues. 

(b) To empower police to search a place and arrest 
any person without warrant. 

(c) To resolve the East India company’s solvency. 
(d) To provide protection to the officers who had 

acted in good faith for maintaining the public 
order and safety. 

62. With reference to the changes in provincial 
legislature made by the  Montagu-Chelmsford 
Reforms, consider the following statements: 
1. The legislative councils could reject the budget. 
2. Women were given the right to vote. 
3. Ministers were made answerable to the 

legislature. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

63. Which of the following is the reason for fading out 
of Home Rule League movement by 1919? 
(a) Tilak was imprisoned for Valentine Chirol Case. 
(b) Failure to get approval of the movement from 

the congress. 
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(c) Constant fiction between Annie Besant’s Home 
Rule League and Tilak’s Home Rule League 

(d) There was a lack of effective organization. 

64. With reference to the communist ideology during 
British rule, consider the following statements: 
1. The Communist Party of India (CPI) was formed 

in 1918 at Moscow. 
2. S.A. Dange and Nalini Gupta were jailed in the 

Meerut conspiracy case. 
3. In 1925, the Indian Communist Conference 

at Kanpur formalized the foundation of the 
Communist Party of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

65. Consider the following statements regarding the 
revolutionary activities during the 1920s: 
1. The revolutionary activities moved away from 

individual action towards socialistic ideals. 
2. Wider participation of young women was 

witnessed in Bengal. 
3. Participation of Muslims was seen, as the 

rituals associated with the Hindu religiosity was 
reduced. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

66. Which of the following organization decided not 
to boycott the Simon Commission? 
1. Liberal faction of the Hindu Mahasabha 
2. Faction of the Muslim League under Jinnah 
3. Justice Party 
4. Faction of the Muslim League under Muhammad 

Shafi 
5. Unionist Party 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 5 only 
(c) 3, 4 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

67. Which of the following agreements are correctly 
matched with their objectives? 

Agreement Objective 
1. Delhi Proposal Demands by Indian 

National Congress to be 
included in Montagu-
Chelmsford Report. 

2.  Delhi Pact Conditions on which 
Gandhi agreed to suspend 
Civil Disobedience 
Movement. 

3. Delhi Manifesto Congress manifesto 
outlining its Agrarian 
reform agenda in 1937 
elections. 

Select the answer using the code given below: 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

68. Which of the following was not a reason for 
Gandhi to choose salt as the symbol of the Civil 
Disobedience movement? 
(a) It was being exorbitantly taxed making it 

expensive. 
(b) There was no scope of social division on such an 

issue. 
(c) It made the movement stronger by offering a 

chance to the urban populace to symbolically 
identify with mass suffering. 

(d) More than 80 percentage of salt produced in 
India was exported to Europe which caused 
shortage. 

69. Which of the following statements regarding 
the extent of mass participation in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement is correct? 
(a) Although women participated but they did not 

lead any protest at any point. 
(b) There was no participation by Muslims in any 

part of India. 
(c) The workers led by leftists did not support the 

movement. 
(d) The business class including the petty traders 

and merchants participated. 

70. Which of the following statements regarding the 
Congress resolution on the National Economic 
Programme is correct? 
(a) It was announced at the Faizpur session of 

Congress in 1936. 
(b) It did not contain any reform agenda regarding 

agricultural issues. 
(c) It favoured socialistic economy for independent 

India. 
(d) It promised workers’ protection but did not 

support union formation. 

71. Which of the following is the reason that the 
2nd Round Table Conference could not produce 
substantial results despite Gandhi attending it on 
Congress’ behalf? 
(a) The British cabinet was dominated by the Labour 

Party which did not support the Indian cause. 
(b) There was no consensus between various interest 

groups participating from India. 
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(c) None of the participating delegates trusted the 
British or wanted to work with them. 

(d) The British government was not ready to 
negotiate with Indians on an equal basis. 

72. Which of the following statements regarding the 
impact of Poona Pact is/ are correct? 
1. It improved the political representation of 

depressed classes. 
2. It removed the social disabilities like lack of 

access to education for depressed classes. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

73. Which of the following statements regarding the 
measures of Congress Ministry of 1937 is correct? 
(a) The emergency provisions were not removed. 
(b) Zamindari could not be abolished. 
(c) The ministries favoured workers over 

industrialists allowing them to strike often. 
(d) Welfare for depressed classes were limited to 

increased recruitment in government services. 

74. Which of the following statements regarding the 
Government of India Act of 1935 is/ are correct? 
1. The central government kept on functioning as 

per the Government of India Act, 1919 as the 
1935 Act remained inoperative. 

2. Dyarchy was introduced at the Central level. 
3. The federal assembly at the Centre was made a 

fully directly elected body. 
Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

75. Which of the following option is correct with 
reference to Mahatma Gandhi’s experience in 
South Africa? 
(a) The technique of Satyagraha was first used by 

Gandhi against the poll tax. 
(b) Gandhi started the newspaper called Young 

India in South Africa. 
(c) His first act of resistance was against the 

compulsory registration requirements for 
Asians. 

(d) He returned to India on the request of Lokmanya 
Tilak. 

76. Consider the following statements with reference 
to Anti-Compromise Conference during Indian 
Freedom Struggle: 
1. It was convened under the joint auspices of the 

Forward Bloc and the Kisan Sabha. 
2. It urged upon the people not to co-operate the 

British during the War. 

3. It was presided by Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

77. Which one of the following was not a reason for 
the occurrence of Bengal famine of 1943? 
(a) Heavy exports of rice from India in 1943. 
(b) Large scale crop failures in 1943. 
(c) Japanese annexation of Burma in 1942. 
(d) Policy failures by then-British Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill. 

78. With reference to the agitation against INA trials 
of 1945 for the release of Indian National Army 
prisoners, consider the following: 
1. The central theme of the agitation was the of 

Britain’s right to decide a matter concerning 
Indians. 

2. The agitation was largely limited to Delhi, 
Bombay and Calcutta. 

3. Indian National Congress had set up the INA 
Defense Committee with Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel for INA officers’ 
legal defense. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

79. With reference to the Grouping of provincial 
assemblies under the Cabinet Mission Plan of 
1946, consider the following statements: 
1. The plan aimed at grouping of existing provincial 

assemblies into three sections based on religion. 
2. The Congress perceived the grouping as optional 

and hence, against the creation of Pakistan. 
3. The Muslim League believed British support 

for Pakistan to be implied through grouping as 
compulsory. 

4. A constituent assembly was to be elected 
by provincial assemblies by proportional 
representation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

80. Which of the following could be considered as the 
reasons for the growth of communalism in India? 
1. The delayed development of modern political 

consciousness amongst the Muslims. 
2. Socio-religious Reform Movements having 

militant nature. 
3. British policy of divide and rule in India. 
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4. Communal interpretation of Indian history by 
imperialist historians. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

81. Which among the following were the concessions 
given by the British in the reaction to the upsurges 
of 1945-46 related to the INA trials? 
1. British government decided to send the Cabinet 

Mission Plan of 1946. 
2. All INA prisoners were released and none of 

them would be brought to trials. 
3. Indian soldiers were to be withdrawn from Indo-

China and Indonesia. 
4. The setting of a constituent assembly was 

announced. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

82. With reference to the Freedom Army (Mukti 
Sena) in the context of British India, consider the 
following: 
1. It refers to the organized military force formed 

by Subhash Chandra Bose with the help of Nazi 
Germany. 

2. It consisted of all the prisoners of war of Indian 
origin captured by Germany and Italy during 
World War II. 

3. Singapore was the office of the Freedom Army. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

83. With reference to Gandhi’s fast in March, 1943 
against the British oppression, consider the 
following statements: 
1. It was in opposition to the communal riots in 

Bombay and Ahmedabad. 
2. All the members of the viceroy’s executive 

council resigned in support of Gandhi. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

84. Who among the following was the commander of 
the all-woman regiment (Rani of Jhansi Regiment) 
of Indian National Army (INA)? 

(a) Pritilata Waddedar 
(b) Subhashini Ali 
(c) Lakshmi Swaminathan 
(d) Kalpana Dutt 

85. What was the reason for the Muslim League to 
withdraw from long term plan of the Cabinet 
Mission? 
(a) Cabinet Mission Plan had rejected the demand 

for a full-fledged Pakistan. 
(b) Because of news about appointment of 

Mountbatten for the post of Viceroy. 
(c) J. L. Nehru’s statement which implied that the 

Grouping was not compulsory. 
(d) Poor performance of the Muslim League in 1946 

Provincial elections. 

86. With reference to the Unionist Party during 
British rule, consider the following statements: 
1. It was founded by Fazl-i-Hussain. 
2. The Colonial government supported it to check 

the rapid growth of national movement. 
3. It was communal in character from the very 

beginning. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

87. The defence of Indian National Army (INA) 
prisoners in the court was organized by which 
among the following personalities? 
1. Bhulabhai Desai 
2. Jawahar Lal Nehru 
3. Tej Bahadur Sapru 
4. Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

88. Which of the following were the reasons for 
softening of attitude of British government 
towards Indians after the Second World War? 
1. Support for India’s freedom from big powers like 

USA and USSR. 
2. Formation of Labour Party government in 

Britain under Clement Attlee. 
3. Anti-imperialist wave in South-East Asia. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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89. Rash Behari Bose was associated with which of the 
following? 
1. Indian Independence League 
2. Ghadar Revolution 
3. Jugantar 
4. Indian Club of Tokyo 
5. Forward Bloc 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

90. Consider the following statements with reference 
to events during the ‘Quit India Movement’: 
1. The ‘Quit India resolution’ appealed to all 

government servants to resign from their 
services. 

2. Revolutionary nationalists did not participate in 
the movement. 

3. Congress committees were declared unlawful 
associations by the government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

91. Consider the following events that occurred in 
India during the second World War: 
1. Formation of Forward Bloc 
2. Provisional Government for Free India at 

Singapore 
3. C. Rajagopalachari Formula 
4. Wavell Plan 
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events? 
(a) 1-2-3-4 
(b) 1-2-4-3 
(c) 2-1-3-4 
(d) 1-3-2-4 

92. Which one of the following was not a reason for 
the resignation of Subhash Chandra Bose as the 
President of the Indian National Congress (INC), 
in April 1939? 
(a) Bose’s differences with members of Congress 

working committee on the matter of federation. 
(b) Ideological differences between Bose and 

Mahatma Gandhi. 
(c) Formation of the Forward Bloc by Bose was not 

approved by the Congress working committee. 
(d) Lack of support to Bose’s ideas from the socialists 

and the communists within Congress.

93. In the context of Modern Indian history, consider 
the following events: 
1. Lahore resolution for the separate state of 

Muslims 

2. Individual Satyagraha 
3. August offer 
4. Beginning of second World War 
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events? 
(a) 1-2-3-4 
(b) 4-1-3-2 
(c) 4-2-1-3 
(d) 4-1-2-3 

94. With reference to the “Nai Talim” education 
system which was conceived by Mahatma Gandhi, 
which one of the following statements is incorrect? 
(a) It was popularly described as education through 

handicrafts. 
(b) Principles of Hinduism were integral to this 

education system. 
(c) It emphasized on holistic training of mind and 

body along with academics. 
(d) Education under this was imparted through the 

medium of the provincial language. 

95. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the Wardha resolution passed by the Indian 
National Congress (INC) in 1939: 
1. It offered unconditional support to the British 

government in its war efforts. 
2. It decided to launch a mass movement if the 

demand of total independence is not met. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

96. With reference to the Quit India movement, which 
one of the following statements is incorrect? 
(a) Communists did not participate in the 

movement. 
(b) The Muslim League and Hindu Mahasabha 

boycotted the movement. 
(c) Underground activities during the movement 

were led by Socialists and Gandhi ashramites. 
(d) Bureaucrats and upper classes actively 

participated in the movement against the 
government.

97. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding the Nehruvian approach to integration 
of tribals in India? 
1. Tribals should develop along the lines of their 

own genius. 
2. Outsiders should not be allowed to take 

possession of tribal lands. 
3. Administration of tribal regions by people 

recruited from amongst tribals. 
4. Development of tribals through their own social 

and cultural institutions. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

98. With reference to the significance of Moirang of 
Manipur in the history of the Indian National 
Army (INA), which of the following is correct? 
(a) Subhash Bose formed the Provisional 

Government for Free India in 1943 at Moirang. 
(b) It was here that the INA flag was hoisted for the 

first time ever on the Indian mainland. 
(c) Rani of Jhansi Regiment (RJR), the all-women 

infantry combat unit of the INA was formed 
here. 

(d) It was here that Bose took over the command of 
INA from Rashbehari Bose. 

99. Which of the following were the reasons for 
launching the individual satyagraha by Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1940? 
1. Gandhi wanted to give opportunity to the British 

to accept demands of Congress. 
2. To express that Indians should not support the 

British in World War II 
3. Gandhi believed the masses were weak and not 

prepared for a large scale mass struggle at that 
time. 

4. The British government had banned large 
gatherings and protests. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

100. Consider the following in the context of the Non-
Cooperation Movement (NCM) :
1. The programme of non-cooperation was 

endorsed at Nagpur session in 1920. 
2. One of the demands was the inclusion of 

Indians in Simon Commission for constitutional 
reforms. 

3. Peasant’s participation in the movement was low. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

101. Which of the following statement regarding the 
Ahmedabad Mill Strike is correct?
(a) It was Gandhi’s first civil disobedience movement 

in India.
(b) Rajkumar Shukla, one of the mill workers, had 

sought Gandhiji’s help in this matter.
(c) The movement was not entirely peaceful and got 

violent at times.
(d) This strike resulted in increase of 35% in the 

labourers’ wage.

102. Which of the following option is correct with 
reference to Mahatma Gandhi’s experience in 
South Africa?
(a) The technique of Satyagraha was first used by 

Gandhi against the poll tax.
(b) Gandhi started the newspaper called Young 

India in South Africa.
(c) His first act of resistance was against the 

compulsory registration requirements for 
Asians.

(d) He returned to India on the request of Lokmanya 
Tilak.

103. Which of the following option with reference to 
the Non-Cooperation Movement is correct?
(a) The programme of Non-cooperation included 

non-payment of taxes.
(b) During the movement, the participants were 

supposed to work for removal of untouchability.
(c) The movement could not receive any support 

from the business class.
(d) The government resorted to repressive measures 

from the beginning of the movement.

104. Who among the following was appointed by the 
Bombay Legislative Council to work with the 
Simon Commission in 1928? 
(a) C. Rajagopalachari 
(b) M.N. Roy 
(c) Tej Bahadur Sapru 
(d) B. R Ambedkar

105. Which of the following statements is/are incorrect 
regarding the impact of World war-I on India?
1. The nationalist demand for the British colonial 

state to support Indian Industrialization began 
to bear fruit.

2. Formation of USSR after the war led to rise of 
communism in India.

3. The war culminated with the signing of Atlantic 
Charter that supported self-governments in 
countries.

4. The farm prices rose at a faster pace than 
industrial prices.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 4 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only

106. The people in princely states started a political 
movement in early 20th century to improve their 
civil and political rights. This movement was 
known as 
(a) Naikada movement 
(b) Praja Shakti movement 
(c) Tanzeem movement 
(d) Praja Mandal movement 
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107. Which of the following is/are reasons behind 
withdrawal of Non-Cooperation movement?
1. Instances of violence during the movement.
2. There was a natural decline in intensity of 

movement.
3. The objectives of Khilafat agitation was no 

longer relevant.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

108. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Satyagraha?
1. Not only the brave and strong could practice 

Satyagraha, but the weak and coward could also 
practice it.

2. A satyagrahi willingly accepts self-suffering with 
the specific intentions of the moral persuasion 
of the enemy.

3. A true satyagrahi should never bow before the 
evil, whatever the consequence.

4. A satyagraha is referred to demonstrations 
with shouting of slogan, fasting, and strike with 
boycott.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

109. Which of the following conditions were laid by 
Gandhiji for accepting the office of president of 
Home Rule league?
1. He can involve the league members in the 

promotion of Hindu-Muslim unity.
2. He proposed to treat the Home-Rule League as a 

non-party organization.
3. He can involve the league members in civil 

disobedience methods.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1 only

110. With reference to Champaran satyagraha, which 
of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It was Gandhiji’s first satyagraha in India.
2. Gandhi ji was invited by Rajendra Prasad to look 

into farmer’s cause.
3. It was against the Tinkhatia system that forced 

the peasants to grow indigo.
4. It was against the high rents and illegal dues 

demanded by European planters.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1 only

111. With reference to the Congress-Khilafat Swarajya 
Party, consider the following statements:
1. They advocated the boycott of legislative 

councils.
2. The Swarajists were led by C. Rajagopalachari 

and Vallabhbhai Patel.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

112. Who were the responsivists among the Swarajists?
1. Madan Mohan Malviya
2. Motilal Nehru
3. Lala Lajpat Rai
4. N. C. Kelkar
Select the correct code using the option given below
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

113. The Muddimman Committee of 1924 was related 
to 
(a) Seditious activities undertaken by Indians 

during the World War I. 
(b) Review of the scheme of dyarchy established by 

the Government of India Act, 1919. 
(c) Development of Local Self-Government in the 

Provinces. 
(d) Establishment of a permanent Public Service 

Commission. 

114. Consider the following statements regarding 
Kheda satyagraha:
1. It was the first non-cooperation movement 

started by Mahatma Gandhi.
2. Young nationalists like Sardar Patel and Indulal 

Yagnik emerged from the satyagraha.
3. It was launched for the remission of land 

revenue.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

115. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Rowlatt Act:
1. This act was a part of carrot and stick policy of 

British government.
2. This act was introduced in the wake of Jallianwala 

Bagh massacre.
3. This act is also known as the Anarchical and 

Revolutionary Crimes Act.



Workbook 120

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

116. With reference to Jallianwala Bagh massacre, 
consider the following statements:
1. The crowd was gathered to participate in a 

Satyagraha organized by Gandhiji.
2. Rabindranath Tagore gave up the title of Kaiser-

e-Hind against this violence.
3. Sir Michael O’Dwyer was the head of troops who 

fired upon the protesters.
Which of the statements given above are incorrect?
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

117. Consider the following pairs: 

Leaders Places of Salt 
Disobedience 

1. K. Kelappan Malabar Region
2. Gopalbandhu 

Chaudhuri 
Gujarat

3. C. Rajagopalchari Tamil Nadu
Which of the pairs given above is/ are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 

118. With reference to Hunter committee, consider the 
following statements:
1. It was an all-British committee without any 

Indian members.
2. It imposed heavy penalty on General Dyer for 

the Jallianwala Bagh massacre.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) ) Neither 1 nor 2

119. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Nagpur session of Indian National Congress 
(INC) in 1920:
1. INC committed to attain Swaraj through 

constitutional means only.
2. Provincial Congress Committees were organized 

on linguistic basis.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

120. Which of the following statements is/are incorrect 
regarding Non-Cooperation Movement?
1. There was low participation of Women in the 

movement.
2. The economic boycott was unanimously 

opposed by the Indian Business Class.
3. There was massive participation of Muslims in 

the movement.
Select the answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only

121. Consider the following statements:
1. In Lucknow Pact of 1916, Congress accepted the 

Muslim League’s demand of separate electorates 
for Muslims.

2. In 1928, Jinnah rejected the Nehru report of 
constitutional reforms.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

122. With reference to the Kheda Satyagraha (1918) , 
consider the following statements: 
1. The villagers demanded the abolition of the 

tinkathia system. 
2. Gandhi undertook a fast unto death to support 

the demands of the farmers. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

123. Consider the following events: 
1. Kheda Satyagraha 
2. All India Kisan Sabha 
3. Bardoli Satyagraha 
4. Champaran Satyagraha 
Arrange the following peasants’ movements in the 
chronological order: 
(a) 1-4-2-3 
(b) 1-4-3-2 
(c) 4-1-3-2 
(d) 4-3-1-2
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124. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the Rowlatt Act: 
1. All the elected Indian members of the Imperial 

Legislative Council voted against the bill. 
2. The Act allowed the arrest of Indians without 

warrant.
3. Gandhi organized a Satyagraha against the Act 

by roping in members of the Home Rule Leagues.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

125. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Lala Lajpat Rai: 
1. He founded the Hindu Relief movement in 1897.
2. He protested against the withdrawal of non-

cooperation movement.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

126. Consider the following statements: 
1. Mahatma Gandhi was the president of All-India 

Khilafat Committee. 
2. Tilak asked Gandhi to launch a satyagraha on 

the Khilafat issue. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

127. With regards to the trials of the Indian National 
Army (INA) soldiers, which of the following 
statements is/are correct? 
1. The Congress did not provide any support to the 

INA undertrial soldiers. 
2. Jawaharlal Nehru called for the judicious 

treatment of the undertrials. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

128. Consider the following statements: 
1. Belgaum session of 1924 was the only session of 

Congress presided over by Mahatma Gandhi. 
2. Sarojini Naidu was the first women President of 

the Congress. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

129. Consider the following statements: 
1. Bhagat Singh helped to establish Punjab 

Naujawan Bharat Sabha.
2. Bhagat Singh was tried in the Lahore conspiracy 

case. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

130. With reference to the Indian Statutory Commission 
(1927) , consider the following statements: 
1. The Commission was boycotted as it violated the 

principle of self-determination. 
2. It proposed the establishment of representative 

government in the provinces. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

131. Consider the following statements: 
1. Chamber of Princes (Narendra Mandal) was set 

up on the recommendation of Butler Committee 
(1927) . 

2. Narendra Mandal was an advisory body having 
no say in the internal affairs of individual states. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

132. With reference to the Nehru report, consider the 
following statements: 
1. Lord Birkenhead provoked Indians to frame a 

draft constitution.
2. The report recommended complete 

independence from the British rule. 
3. Nehru report recommendations were made for 

British India as well as Princely states 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

133. Consider the following events in the context of 
Indian independence movement: 
1. Bomb in the Central Legislative Assembly 
2. Chittagong robberies 
3. Kakori robbery 
4. Saunder’s Murder 
What is the correct chronological order of the above 
events, starting from the earliest event? 
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(a) 3-4-1-2 
(b) 3-4-2-1 
(c) 4-3-1-2 
(d) 4-1-3-2 

134. The 1929 Session of Indian National Congress 
is of significance in the history of the Freedom 
Movement because of the following reasons: 
1. Complete independence was declared as the aim 

of the Congress 
2. Resolution on Fundamental Rights was adopted 
3. Resolution on National Economic Programme 

was passed
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

135. With reference to Indian National Movement, 
Deepavali Declaration (1929) refers to 
(a) Declaration of Purna Swaraj as goal of Congress 
(b) Appointment of Indian Statutory Commission 

for recommending constitutional reforms for 
India 

(c) Declaration that Gandhi was to participate in the 
second Round Table Conference 

(d) Clarification by Lord Irwin that the intention 
of the Government was to facilitate Dominion 
status for India 

136. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the ideological differences between M.K. 
Gandhi and S.C. Bose:
1. Bose believed that a political system with a mix 

of fascism and socialism would be best for India.
2. Gandhi believed in the varna distinctions of the 

caste system.
Which of the above statements is/ are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

137. Why was the salt chosen as the main theme for the 
Civil Disobedience Movement? 
(a) Salt was very costly at that time.
(b) Britishers exported huge amount of salt from 

India and received huge revenue. 
(c) Salt was major source of economy for rural India.
(d) Salt was linked with the rural people and their 

self-esteem.

138. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
about the Gandhi-Irwin pact?
1. It demanded unconditional release of the 

congress working committee members.
2. The congress agreed to join the second round 

table conference.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

139. Consider the following statements with reference 
to Surya Sen:
1. He was selected as the President of Chittagong 

District Congress Committee in 1918.
2. He believed that a revolutionary must be inspired 

by the ideals of Humanism.
3. He proclaimed a provisional revolutionary 

government in Chittagong.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

140. Which of the following were the recommendations 
of the Simon Commission?
1. Continuation of dyarchy in the provinces
2. Establishment of a federation of British India 

and princely states
3. Continuation of communal electorates
Select the correct answer using the code given below?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

141. Which of the following was not a recommendation 
of Nehru Report of 1928?
(a) Provinces on linguistic basis.
(b) Separation of state from religion.
(c) Rejection of separate electorates.
(d) Complete independence on lines of Purna 

Swaraj.

142. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the Delhi Proposal made in 1927?
1. They were the demands made by Muslim League 

leaders.
2. One of the demands was one-third representation 

to Muslims in Central Legislative Assembly.
3. They were rejected by the Indian National 

Congress.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 2 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

143. With reference to the Purna Swaraj resolution 
passed at the Lahore Congress 1929, which of the 
following is/are correct?
1. The resolution called for severing connection 

with the British.
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2. It blamed the British for India’s economic 
deprivation.

3. It criticized the compulsory disarmament of the 
Indians.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

144. Which of the following was/were the outcomes of 
the First Round Table Conference?
1. The federal principal was accepted by all, 

including the princes.
2. Dominion status was stated as the goal of 

constitutional development.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

145. During the Civil Disobedience Movement, the 
article ‘Duty of Disloyalty’ was written by
(a) Jawaharlal Nehru
(b) M. K. Gandhi
(c) Sardar Patel
(d) Abbas Tyabji

146. Consider the following statements with reference 
to Rani Gaidinliu:
1. She was a leader of the Heraka Movement.
2. She participated in the Civil Disobedience 

movement.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

147. With reference to Lahore conspiracy case of 1929, 
consider the following statements:
1. It was related to the murder of a British police 

officer.
2. Jatindra Nath Das was among those who were 

arrested. 
3.  Some of the revolutionaries turned approvers in 

the case.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

148. With respect to the provincial elections of 1937 
and the functioning of the congress ministries, 
which of the following statement is/are correct?
1. Gandhi campaigned for Congress in the 

elections.

2. Congress did not emerge as the largest party in 
Punjab and Sindh provinces.

3. The Congress ministries resigned in 1939 in 
protest against the August Offer.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only

149. Which of the following was not the reason for 
the choice of salt satyagraha to launch the Civil 
Disobedience Movement? 
(a) Salt had no socially-divisive implications for the 

society. 
(b) It gave the urban population an opportunity for 

symbolic identification with mass suffering. 
(c) Salt tax accounted for a large percentage of the 

government revenue. 
(d) Salt-tax affected even the sick and the starving 

population. 

150. Consider the following pairs:

Organization Organization Leader
1. The All-India Anti- 

Untouchability 
League 

B.R. Ambedkar

2. The Women’s 
Indian Association

Sarojini Naidu

3. Harijan Sevak 
Sangh

Mahatma Gandhi

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

151. Which of the following groups were given separate 
electorates according to the Communal 
Award that was announced by the British Prime 
Minister Ramsay MacDonald? 
1. Depressed classes 
2. Women 
3. Marathas 
4. Anglo-Indians 
5. Sikhs 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1, 4 and 5 only 
(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
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152. Consider the following statements: 
1. Communal Award was based on the findings of 

the Simon Commission. 
2. Congress rejected the Communal Award. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

153. With reference to the Poona Pact, consider the 
following statements: 
1. Poona Pact was signed by BR Ambedkar and 

Mahatma Gandhi. 
2. It led to increase in the number of seats reserved 

for the depressed classes. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

154. With reference to Congress Socialist Party, 
consider the following: 
1. It was formed in 1934 by Acharya Narendra Dev 

and Jayaprakash Narayan. 
2. It had its own constitution, membership and 

ideology. 
3. It separated from the Congress Party immediately 

after its formation.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

155. Consider the following statements regarding 
revolutionary Bina Das:
1. She protested against the Simon Commission.
2. She was deeply inspired by Subhash Chandra 

Bose.
3. She was awarded Padma Shri for her 

contributions in social work. 
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

156. Match the following Governor-General and the 
actions taken by them:

1. Lord 
Reading

A.  Announced the August Offer

2. Lord Irwin B.  Announced the Deepavali 
declaration

3. Lord 
Linlithgow

C.  Repealed the press act of 1910

Which of the following are correctly matched?
(a) 1-B, 2-A, 3-C
(b) 1-B, 2-C, 3-A 
(c) 1-C, 2-A, 3-B
(d) 1-C, 2- B, 3-A

157. Which of the following was not a member of the 
Cabinet Mission of 1946: 
(a) Pethick Lawrence, Secretary of State for India 
(b) Stafford Cripps, President of the Board of Trade 
(c) Lord Wavell, Viceroy of India 
(d) A.V. Alexander, First Lord of Admiralty 

158. With respect to the Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946, 
which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. The Mission rejected the demand for a separate 

state of Pakistan. 
2. Union government was to be given the Residual 

powers. 
3. It provided for a common centre controlling 

defence, foreign affairs and communications. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

159. With respect to the Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946, 
which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. The Congress demanded that provinces should 

have the option to choose their own groupings. 
2. The Mission specified that the division of 

provinces into groupings was compulsory. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

160. With regard to the Mountbatten Plan of 1947, 
which among the following statements is correct? 
1. A single dominion would be formed including 

all the territories of India 
2. The Legislative Assemblies of Bengal and Punjab 

would meet separately to vote for partition 
3. The fate of Sylhet and North West Frontier 

Province would be decided by referendum. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, and 3 

161. The Mountbatten Plan of 1947 was accepted by the 
Congress. Which among the following were the 
main reasons for the acceptance by the Congress? 
1. The Plan meant a peaceful and quick transfer of 

power. 
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2. The Congress wanted to grab power at the 
earliest as it was the single largest party. 

3. It would help establish continuity and stability in 
the army and the bureaucracy. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, and 3 

162. With regard to the Indian Independence Act, 
1947. which among the following were the main 
provisions of the Act? 
1. The Act created two independent dominions of 

India and Pakistan 
2. There was to be a common Central Legislative 

Assembly and Council of States for the two 
dominions 

3. In the transitional period, the two dominions 
would be governed by the provisions of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

163. Which of the following was not the objective of 
launching Individual Satyagraha in 1940?
(a) To show that the nationalist patience was not 

due to weakness.
(b) To give opportunity to the government to 

peacefully accept Congress demands.
(c) To express that people were not interested in the 

war.
(d) To seek the formation of Constituent Assembly 

for India.

164. Which of the following statements regarding the 
‘Forward Bloc’ is correct?
(a) It was a leftwing party with socialist aims.
(b) It was formed by Bose immediately after the 

Haripura Session of Congress.
(c) It was an independent political party free of any 

association with Congress.
(d) It did not participate in the Quit India movement.

165. With reference to three upsurges in the winter of 
1945-46, which of the following statements is/are 
correct?
1. Congress supported these upsurges because of 

their opposition to INA trials.
2. It resulted in the arrival of Cabinet mission to 

India.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

166. Which of the following were reasons behind the 
sending of Cripps mission to India?
1. Signing of the Atlantic charter. 
2. Pressure on Britain from allies to seek India’s 

cooperation in war.
3. Revolt of RIN ratings had raised fears among the 

British.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

167. Which of the following statements is/are incorrect 
regarding the Cripps mission?
1. It allowed the provinces to have a separate 

constitution.
2. It was sent to India during the tenure of Viceroy 

Lord Willingdon.
3. It was welcomed by the Hindu Mahasabha and 

the Depressed classes.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

168. Which of the following statements is/are incorrect 
regarding Quit India movement?
1. The British government imposed martial law 

during the movement.
2. The movement witnessed widespread communal 

clashes.
3. The Quit India resolution was proposed by 

Mahatma Gandhi.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

169. Consider the following pairs:

Leaders Associated works
1. Aruna Asaf Ali Used air force 

transports to fly 
clandestine missions

2. Jai Prakash Narayan Organised an Azaad 
Dasta in Nepal

3. Biju Patnaik Hoisted the Indian 
Flag at Gowalia Tank 
ground

Which of the pairs given above are incorrectly 
matched?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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170. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Quit India movement?
1. Students, workers and peasants joined the 

movement.
2. Do or Die slogan was given by Subhas Chandra 

Bose during the movement.
3. It was also called a leaderless movement.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

171. Consider the following pairs:

Leaders Parallel government 
formed during Quit 
India movement

1. Lakshman Nayak A. Talcher (Orissa) 
2. Y.B. Chavan B. Satara (Maharashtra) 
3. Satish Samant C. Ballia (U.P) 
4. Chittu Pandey D. Tamluk (Midnapur) 

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1-D, 2-B, 3-A, 4-C
(b) 1-B, 2-C, 3-D, 4-A
(c) 1-A, 2-B, 3-D, 4-C
(d) 1-C, 2-B, 3-A, 4-D

172. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Quit India movement?
1. The Communist Party did not join the 

movement.
2. The Princely states actively participated in the 

movement.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

173. With reference to the Cabinet Mission, which of 
the following statements is/are correct?
1. It recommended a federal government.
2. It enlarged the powers of the Indian courts.
3. It provided for more Indians in the Indian Civil 

Service.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) None of the above

174. Consider the following statements:
1. C. Rajagopalachari had openly disagreed with 

the Quit India movement.
2. Rajagopalachari formula was aimed at promoting 

Congress-League cooperation.

3. Rajagopalachari formula was supported by 
Gandhiji.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

175. Which of the following were the proposals of 
Wavell’s plan?
1. All members of the executive council were to be 

Indians.
2. Caste Hindus and Muslims were to have equal 

representation in the Governor General’s 
council.

3. The Governor General was to exercise his veto 
on the advice of ministers.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

176. With reference to the Indian National Army (INA) 
, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It was non-communal right from its formation.
2. It was formed by Captain Mohan Singh of British 

Indian Army.
3. INA was associated with the Indian 

Independence League. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

177. What was/were the reason(s) for a more 
conciliatory attitude of British government 
towards Indian national movement after the end 
of second world war?
1. The global stature of Britain declined after WW2.
2. British soldiers were war-tired and wanted to 

resist any mass agitation in India. 
3. The new Labour government in Britain was 

sympathetic towards India. 
4. Government feared another revolt by Congress.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

178. Consider the following statements with regard to 
Indian National Army trials (INA trials) : 
1. The agitation against trials was restricted only to 

the urban areas. 
2. The INA prisoners were supported by the left 

parties. 
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3. The trials began before the Royal Indian Navy 
revolt.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only

179. During the course of the Second world war, British 
government took various steps like sending Cripps 
India Mission, proposing Wavell Plan, etc. to gain 
support of Indians. Which of the following factors 
were responsible for the British efforts?
1. There were widespread civilian movements in 

Britain for grant of independence to India. 
2. Allied powers faced several reverses during the 

war in Europe as well as in South East Asia. 
3. Indian nationalists had agreed to support Allied 

cause if government agreed to their demands. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

180. After Quit India Movement, C. Rajagopalachari 
issued a pamphlet entitled ‘The Way Out’. Which 
one of the following was a proposal in this 
pamphlet? 
(a) The establishment of a ‘War Advisory Council’ 

composed of representatives of British India and 
the Indian States. 

(b) Reconstitution of the Central Executive Council 
in such a way that all its members, except the 
Governor General and the Commander-in-
Chief should be Indian leaders. 

(c) Fresh elections to the Central and Provincial 
Legislatures to be held at the end of 1945. 

(d) A solution for the constitutional deadlock. 

181. With reference to Mountbatten Plan, consider the 
following statements:
1. It formed the basis of India Independence Act, 

1947 passed by British Parliament.
2. Partition of Bengal and Punjab was based on the 

mechanism provided by this Plan.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

182. Consider the following statements regarding the 
India Independence Act, 1947:
1. The Government of India Act, 1919 would 

govern the two dominions until they adopt a 
new constitution.

2. It allowed the princely states to join either India 
or Pakistan or remain independent.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

183. Which of following factors contributed to 
acceptance of partition of India by Congress?
1. During Cripps Mission, autonomy of Muslim 

majority provinces was accepted by the leaders.
2. During Gandhi-Jinnah talks, Gandhi accepted 

the right of self-determination of Muslim-
majority provinces.

3. Due to Failure of cabinet mission plan, Muslim 
League launched a campaign of “direct action”.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

184. Consider the following statements:
1. Quit India movement was launched during the 

tenure of Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 
Britain.

2. Winston Churchill condemned the incident of 
Jallianwala Bagh.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

185. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Dickey Bird Plan:
1. It was proposed by Lord Mountbatten 

immediately after the failure of Cripps Mission.
2. It was vehemently opposed by Jawaharlal Nehru.
3. It was also known as Plan Balkan.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

186. With reference to the Royal Indian Navy Mutiny, 
consider the following statements:
1. Racial discrimination and abuse by superior 

officers were among the reasons for the mutiny.
2. It hastened the process of British withdrawal 

from India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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187. Consider the following events of the Indian 
Freedom Struggle:
1. First INA trial at Red Fort
2. Establishment of Indian Independence League
3. Atlee Statement
What is the correct chronological order of the above 
events?
(a) 3-1-2
(b) 1-3-2
(c) 2-1-3
(d) 1-2-3

188. With reference to the Cabinet Mission, consider 
the following statements:
1. A.V. Alexander was the chairman of the Cabinet 

Mission.
2. Lord Wavell was the viceroy when the Cabinet 

Mission arrived in Delhi.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

189. Arrange the following events in chronological 
order:
1. August Offer
2. Pakistan Resolution 
3. Wavell Plan
4. Haripura session of Indian National Congress
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 2-4-3-1
(b) 4-2-3-1
(c) 4-2-1-3
(d) 2-1-3-4

190. With reference to the Cabinet Mission Plan, 
consider the following statements:
1. The Plan accepted the Muslim League’s demand 

for a separate state of Pakistan.
2. The Plan provided that Provinces were to have 

full autonomy and residuary powers.
Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

191. With reference to the Wavell Plan, consider the 
following statements:
1. It advanced the proposal of dominion status 

placed under the Cripps Plan. 
2. Department of finance, foreign affairs and 

defence were kept under the control of the 
Viceroy.

Which of the following statements is/are incorrect?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

192. With reference to the Interim Government 
constituted in 1946, consider the following pairs:

Minister Portfolio
1. C. Rajagopalachari  Education 
2. Rajendra Prasad Health
3. Liaqat Ali Khan Finance

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

193. Which of the following events were responsible for 
the development of Two-Nation Theory?
1. Morley-Minto Reforms
2. The Nehru Report on constitutional reforms
3. Pirpur Committee
4. Lahore Session of the Muslim League
Select the correct code using the option given below.
(a) 1, 2 and 4 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

194. He formed All India Forward Bloc as a faction 
within the Indian National Congress. He 
appeared for the Indian Civil Service competitive 
examination in 1920, and was named in the 
order of merit. However, he left his Civil Services 
apprenticeship midway to return to India in 1921. 
Identify the person using the information given 
above.
(a) Subhash Chandra Bose
(b) Satyendra Nath Sinha
(c) M.N Roy
(d) Jayaprakash Narayan

195. Which of the following statement is/are correct 
with respect to Indian Freedom Struggle?
1. Initially both Gandhi and Subhash Chandra 

Bose were against office acceptance after election 
of 1937.

2. Subhash Chandra Bose proposed to start a civil 
disobedience movement with start of WW2.

3. Gandhi supported the call for immediate mass 
struggle with start of WW2.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only
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196. With respect to Indian freedom struggle which of 
the following statements is/are incorrect?
1. Congress Socialist Party and Communist Party 

of India supported Subhash Chandra Bose’s 
proposal of parallel congress to organize a mass 
struggle.

2. A Provisional Indian Government was setup by 
Subhash Chandra Bose in Singapore. 

Select the answer using the code given below
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

197. With respect to Individual Satyagraha, which of 
the following statements is/are correct?
1. It was a call for mass struggle by Gandhi in 

response to the August Offer.
2. One of its aims was to demand freedom of 

speech against the war.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

198. Consider the following statements regarding the 
National Planning Committee:
1. It was set up by Jawaharlal Nehru in the Karachi 

Session of Congress.
2. The genesis of Planning Commission could be 

traced to this committee.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

199. With respect to modern Indian history, which 
of the following is associated with Delhi Chalo 
Movement?
(a) March of Indian National Army to India
(b) Tebhaga Movement
(c) Individual Satyagraha
(d) Bidyut Bahinis

200. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
about the proposals made by August Offer?
1. Setting up of a constituent assembly with only 

Indians as members.
2. No future constitution is to be adopted without 

the consent of minorities.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

201. reference to the Indian Capitalist Class during the 
British period, consider the following:
1. The threat of popular left movements led the 

capitalist class to collaborate with the British.
2. During the Swadeshi Movement, the capitalists 

opposed the boycott agitation.
3. The Federation of Indian Chambers of 

Commerce & Industry (FICCI) was established 
on the advice of Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only.
(b) 2 and 3 only.
(c) 2 only.
(d) 1, 2 and 3.

202. Which of the following statement is/are incorrect 
about August Offer?
1. It was put forward by Lord Willingdon. 
2. The promise of expansion of the executive 

council of viceroy was not fulfilled.
3. It was rejected by both Congress and Muslim 

League.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

203. With reference to Subhash Chandra Bose, consider 
the following statements: 
1. He opposed Motilal Nehru Report which called 

for dominion status for India. 
2. He opposed the signing of the Gandhi-Irwin 

Pact in 1931. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

204. Consider the following pairs:

Leaders Asspcoated 
Movememts

1. C.Rajagopalachjari Salt March
2. C.R. Das Non-Cooperation 

Movement
3. Jayaprakash 

Narayan
Quit India Movement

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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205. With regards to the origin of Pakistan, which of 
the following statements are correct? 
1. Choudhary Rehmat Ali first put forward the idea 

of a separate Muslim nation in 1933. 
2. The name Pakistan was taken from the five 

provinces namely – Punjab, Afghan, Kashmir, 
Sind and Baluchistan. 

3. Urdu poet Mohammad Iqbal mentioned the 
need for a “North West Indian Muslim state” in 
his presidential address to Muslim League.

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

206. Which of the following publications were 
associated with Mahatma Gandhi? 
1. New India 
2. Harijan 
3. Young India 
4. Kesari 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 4 only 
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

207. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was associated with which of 
the following publications/institutions? 
1. Bahiskrit Bharat 
2. Samaj Samta Sangh 
3. Mahad Satyagraha or Chavdar Tale Satyagraha 
4. The Scheduled Caste Federation 
5. Mooknayak 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 3, 4 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

208. Gandhiji described the British offer as a “post-
dated cheque on a crashing bank” to which of the 
following? 
(a) Shimla Agreement
(b) Cripps Proposals 
(c) August Offer 
(d) Cabinet Mission 

209. Which among the following factor(s) compelled 
Gandhiji to launch the Quit India movement? 
1. Suppression of basic civil liberties by the British 

administration in India. 
2. Acceptance of the proposal for the creation of 

Pakistan by the Cripps mission. 

3. Erosion of faith in the stability and continuation 
of British Rule in India because of the Japanese 
advances in South East Asia. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

210. Regarding women’s participation in the Quit India 
Movement, which of the following statements is/
are correct? 
1. Usha Mehta ran the Congress radio during the 

Quit India Movement 
2. Aruna Asaf Ali and Sucheta Kriplani participated 

in the underground movements against the 
British. 

3. Sumati Morarjee helped in the arrest of Achyut 
Patwardhan, an underground activist. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

211. To suppress the Quit India Movement in 1942, the 
provincial administrations were empowered with 
the Defense of India Rules. Which of the following 
were major actions of officials under these rules? 
1. Martial law was declared in the provinces where 

uprisings of the people were organized. 
2. The government officials took arbitrary action 

against any person and ceased property in the 
name of the war effort.

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

212. Which of the following acts/laws/ordinances were 
used by the British to suppress the Quit India 
Movement?
1. The Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1908
2. The Revolutionary Movements Ordinance 
3. The Special Criminal Courts Ordinance II of 

1942 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

213. Consider the following events: 
1. Direct Action Day 
2. Cripps-proposal 
3. Wavell Plan 
4. Cabinet Mission 
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Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events? 
(a) 1-2-3-4 
(b) 2-3-4-1 
(c) 1-3-2-4 
(d) 2-4-3-1 

214. Consider the following statements with regard 
to C Rajagopalachari’s Plan for Congress-League 
cooperation in 1944: 
1. Muslim League would endorse the Congress 

demand for independence. 
2. The Muslim League and Congress would form a 

provisional government together at centre. 
3. The Muslim Majority areas would form a separate 

sovereign state under League’s leadership.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2, and 3 

215. With respect to the demands raised by the Muslim 
League at the Shimla conference of 1945, which 
among the following is incorrect? 
(a) It presented itself as the sole representative of the 

Muslims. 
(b) It demanded veto power on any decision of the 

proposed Governor General’s Executive Council 
concerning Muslim interests. 

(c) It demanded the right to choose all the Muslim 
members of the proposed Governor General’s 
Executive Council. 

(d) Muslim League proposed to choose Unionist 
Muslims as part of the Muslim representatives in 
the Governor General’s Executive Council.

216. The Indian National Army could not achieve 
its objective but had a significant impact on the 
Indian freedom movement. In this context, which 
among the following statements is correct? 
1. The British realized that they could no longer 

rely on the loyalty of the Indian soldiers. 
2. Armed struggle was waged on communal lines. 
3. The Rani Jhansi Brigade demonstrated the 

capability of Indian women to wage armed 
struggle. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, and 3

217. Indian Civil Liberties Union was founded in 1936 
by 
(a) Subhash Chandra Bose. 
(b) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 
(c) B. R Ambedkar. 
(d) Jawaharlal Nehru.

218. With reference to the Hindu Mahasabha, consider 
the following statements:
1. They supported the Lucknow Pact to provide 

united front against British.
2. It signed a pact with M. C. Rajah to advocate 

joint electorate for untouchables.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

219. In the context of books published during Indian 
freedom struggle, Bandi Jiwan was written by 
(a) Sharatchandra Chatterjee 
(b) Sachindra Nath Sanyal 
(c) B. R Ambedkar 
(d) Barindra Kumar Ghosh

220. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Nehru report, 1928:
1. It contained constitutional scheme for British 

India and princely states.
2. It recommended organization of provinces on 

linguistic basis.
3. It rejected joint electorates.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

221. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Kisan Sabhas:
1. Jayaprakash Narayan established Bihar 

Provincial Kisan Sabha.
2. Sahajanand Saraswati was the first president of 

All India Kisan Sabha.
3. All India Kisan Sabha aimed at abolition of 

zamindari system.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

222. With reference to the Mapillah revolt of 1921, 
consider the following statements: 
1. The immediate trigger of the revolt was the 

launch of Civil disobedience movement. 
2. Wagon tragedy is associated with the rebellion. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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223. Consider the following statements:
1. Bagha Jatin was involved in the Chittagong 

armoury raid.
2. Surya Sen attempted to seize Fort William.
3. Pritilata Waddedar led an armed attack on the 

Pahartali European Club.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

224. Consider the following statements regarding 
‘responsivists’ of the Indian freedom struggle: 
1. They advocated cooperation with the British 

government. 
2. Some of the responsivist leaders joined the 

Hindu Mahasabha. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

225. Which of the following demands was not included 
in the Delhi proposals of 1927 by Muslim League? 
(a) Joint electorates for Muslims. 
(b) One-third representation to Muslims in Central 

Legislative Assembly. 
(c) North-West Frontier Province should be made a 

separate province. 
(d) Representation to Muslims in Sindh in 

proportion to their population.

226. Which of the following were the outcome of 
Lahore session of Congress held in 1929?
1. Boycott of round table conferences.
2. Rejection of dominion status within the 

commonwealth.
3. Morally supporting those agitating against the 

governance in the princely states.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

227. Consider the following statements regarding the 
parallel governments established during the Quit 
India movement: 
1. Chittu Pande formed a parallel government in 

Ballia.
2. Nyayadan Mandals and Gandhi marriages were 

organised in Satara.
3. Businessmen and government officials did 

not support the establishment of parallel 
governments.

Which of the statement given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

228. Consider the following events during the Indian 
National movement: 
1. Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
2. Second Round Table Conference 
3. Simon Commission 
4. Poona Pact 
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events? 
(a) 4-3-2-1 
(b) 3-1-2-4 
(c) 1-2-3-4 
(d) 3-4-2-1

229. The Bardoli Resolution of Congress Working 
Committee was associated with
(a) Withdrawal of Non-Cooperation movement.
(b) Adoption of resolution on Economic 

Programme.
(c) Establishment of National Planning Committee.
(d) Attainment of Purna Swaraj to be the goal of 

Congress.

230. Who among the following were the founders of 
Hindustan Majdur Sabha in 1938?
1. Rajendra Prasad
2. Ashok Mehta
3. J. B Kriplani
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

231. With reference to the Non-Cooperation Movement 
(NCM), consider the following statements: 
1. The aim was the attainment of self-government 

through constitutional means only. 
2. Civil-disobedience may be launched in the 

second phase of the movement. 
3. Provincial Congress committees were 

reorganized on a linguistic basis. 
4. Sikh agitation for the removal of mahants 

coincided with the NCM. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

232. With reference to the Salt Satyagraha, consider the 
following statements: 
1. P. Krishna Pillai launched the Vedaranniyam salt 

satyagraha to support the movement. 
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2. Congress sanctioned the violation of forest laws 
in Central Provinces. 

3. Gandhi made a direct appeal to women to take 
part in picketing of shops. 

4. Congress was declared illegal by the British 
government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

233. With reference to the Simon Commission, 
consider the following statements: 
1. The commission accepted Ambedkar’s proposal 

for separate electorates. 
2. It laid the foundation of parliamentary 

responsibility at the centre. 
3. It proposed the separation of Sindh from 

Bombay. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

234. With reference to the Communal Award, consider 
the following statements: 
1. It was based on the report of Lothian committee. 
2. depressed classes were to have a ‘double vote’ in 

elections. 
3. Seats were reserved for women in all the 

provinces. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

235. With reference to the Indian National Army, 
consider the following statements: 
1. It was founded under the leadership of Subhash 

Chandra Bose. 
2. It recruited Indian prisoners of wars released by 

Japan. 
3. It had women’s regiment called Rani Jhansi 

regiment. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

236. Which of the following were the reasons behind 
the Royal Indian Navy Mutiny of 1946? 
1. Bad quality of food. 

2. Racial discrimination. 
3. Stationing of Indian troops in Indonesia. 
4. Demand for Independence. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 2 and 4 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

237. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Indian Capitalist class: 
1. The FICCI was the first all-India indigenous 

business association. 
2. R. D. Tata and others started an Anti-Non-

Cooperation Society. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

238. The primary objective of Muddiman Committee 
of 1924 was to 
(a) To report on the working of Montagu-

Chelmsford reforms. 
(b) Investigate the Jallianwala Bagh shootings. 
(c) Look into recruitment in civil services. 
(d) Review the progress of education since the 

Wood’s Despatch.

239. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Lala Lajpat Rai: 
1. He founded the Home Rule League of America 

in New York. 
2. He advocated setting up of parallel institutions 

outside the purview of the British rule. 
3. He opposed establishment of secret societies to 

protest the partition of Bengal. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

240. With reference to the Quit India movement, 
consider the following statements: 
1. Mahatma Gandhi asked government servants 

and soldiers to resign from their posts. 
2. The movement was peaceful in its first phase. 
3. The Communist Party of India did not join the 

movement. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only
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241. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Army: 
1. They wanted the collapse of both foreign and 

Indian capital. 
2. They had strong commitment to communist 

ideas. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

242. Regarding the Sapru Committee of 1945, which of 
the following statements is incorrect? 
(a) Its objective was to resolve issues related to 

minorities from constitutional viewpoint. 
(b) It accepted Muslim League’s demand for 

Pakistan. 
(c) It rejected separate electorates for Muslims for 

the Union Legislature. 
(d) It recommended setting up of Minorities 

Commission for welfare of minorities.

243. With reference to the Govind Ballabh Pant, 
consider the following statements: 
1. He was not in favour of making Hindi a national 

language. 
2. He tried to conciliate between Gandhi’s faction 

and Subash Bose’s faction. 
3. He favoured the granting of separate electorate 

for minorities. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

244. With reference to ‘Non-Cooperation Movement’, 
consider the following statements:
1. Praja Mandals were organized in Mysore and 

Hyderabad during movement.
2. Boycott of new legislative councils was one of the 

major themes of Non-Cooperation Movement.
3. Peasant class have not participated in the 

movement due to favorable attitude of Congress 
towards the Zamindars.

Which of the following statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

245. Which of the following statement is/are correct 
about the ‘Nagpur session of the Indian National 
Congress in 1920’:
1. Programme of non-cooperation was adopted in 

this session.

2. Congress committed itself to an 
extraconstitutional mass struggle.

3. Provincial congress committees on linguistic 
basis were organised.

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

246. Consider the following statements regarding the 
national struggle during 1920s:
1. No-Changers led by C. Rajagopalachari 

advocated entry into legislative councils to 
obstruct the working of these councils.

2. Swarajists agreed to work in the councils as an 
integral part of the Congress at the Belgaum 
session of the Congress.

3. C.R Das argued that parliamentary work would 
lead to neglect of constructive work, loss of 
revolutionary zeal and to political corruption.

Which of the following statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

247. Consider the following statements regarding the 
phase of Civil Disobedience Movement:
1. K. Kelappan organised a march from 

Tiruchirappalli to the Tanjore coast to break the 
salt law.

2. Volunteer brigade ‘Khudai Khidmatgars’ were 
active in the Bengal region during this phase.

3. A raid on the Dharasana Salt Works was led by 
Sarojini Naidu and Imam Sahib.

4. Rani Gaidinliu urged the people not to pay taxes 
in Nagaland and Manipur.

Which of the following statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

248. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Quit 
India Movement’:
1. Imminent Japanese threat provided impetus to 

Congress to launch Quit India Movement.
2. The Quit India resolution declared commitment 

of free India to defend itself against all types of 
Fascism and imperialism.

3. Jawaharlal Nehru was declared as the leader of 
the struggle by Congress.
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4. Usha Mehta set up an underground radio in 
Bombay to provide a line of command.

Which of the following statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

249. Which one of the following was not the 
fundamental cause of Bengal Famine of 1943 
leading to millions of deaths from malnutrition 
and starvation?
(a) Food materials were diverted to feed the British 

army.
(b) Rice imports from Burma had been stopped.
(c) Massive floods of rice fields in the Bengal region 

contributed to acute food shortage.
(d) Aggravation by gross mismanagement and 

deliberate profiteering.

250. Consider the following statements regarding 
Mountbatten Plan:
1. Under the Plan, the British paramountcy over all 

princely states in India would not be transferred 
to India or Pakistan, which consequently would 
lapse. 

2. It provided for transfer of power on the basis of 
granting dominion status for India and Pakistan.

3. The plan accepted Congress’s demand of unified 
India which was later overruled in Indian 
Independence Act of 1947.

Which of the following statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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SOLUTIONS

5.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
It was not non-violent like earlier movements of Gandhi. 
There were many incidences of violence. The highlight 
of the movement was absence of Gandhiji’s leadership. 
Mahatma Gandhi and most other top congress leaders 
were immediately arrested after the launch of the 
Movement. Not constrained by lack central leadership, 
different leaders sprang from various regions of the 
country.

2. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Usha Mehta was an active supporter of the Quit India 
Movement. She started an underground radio in 
Bombay. She was an important member of a small 
group which ran the Congress Radio.
During Quit India, many nationalists went underground 
and took to subversive activities. The main personalities 
taking up underground activity were Rammanohar Lohia, 
Jayaprakash Narayan, Aruna Asaf Ali, Usha Mehta, Biju 
Patnaik, Chhotubhai Puranik, Achyut Patwardhan, 
Sucheta Kripalani and R.P. Goenka. Underground 
activities were meant to keep up popular morale by 
continuing to provide a line of command and guidance to 
distribute arms and ammunition.

3. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Gandhi organized a Satyagraha 
to support the peasants of the Kheda district of Gujarat. 
Affected by crop failure due to drought and a plague 
epidemic, the peasants of Kheda could not pay the 
revenue, and were demanding that revenue collection 
be relaxed. Despite their difficulties, British government 
raised the revenue.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Permanent Settlement 
System introduced in 1793 was implemented in Bengal, 
Bihar, and some part of UP.

4. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
The ‘Nehru Report’ was prepared by a committee 
of the All-Parties Conference chaired by Motilal 
Nehru with Jawaharlal Nehru acting as secretary. Its 
recommendations included:
• It called for Dominion Status not complete 

Independence.
• Unlike the eventual Government of India Act 1935 

it contained a Bill of Rights.

• It did not provide for separate electorates for any 
community or weightage for minorities.

• It advocated federal structure.
• Separation of state from religion
• A parliamentary form of Government
• Residual powers with federal/central government
• Adult franchise
• Redistribution of provincial boundaries on a linguistic 

basis

5. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
The elections to the provincial assemblies were held 
in February 1937 in eleven provinces and Congress 
ministries were formed in Bombay, Madras, Central 
Provinces, Orissa, United Provinces, Bihar and later in the 
NWFP and Assam also.
The Congress ministries resigned in protest against 
Viceroy Lord Linlithgow’s action of declaring India 
to be a belligerent in the Second World War without 
consulting the Indian people.

6. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Option 1 is incorrect. The Peasants and Workers Party 
of India was founded in 1948 by Marxist leaders such as 
Keshav Rao Jedhe, Nana Patil and others. Thus, it was not 
established by Dr. B.R.Ambedkar.
Option 2 is correct. The second political party established 
by Ambedkar was the All India Scheduled Castes 
Federation. Founded in 1942, it was first all India 
political party exclusively for Scheduled Castes.
Option 3 is correct. In 1936, Babasaheb Ambedkar 
founded the Independent Labour Party, which contested 
the 1937 Bombay election to the Central Legislative 
Assembly for the 13 reserved and 4 general seats, securing 
11 and 3 seats respectively.

7. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
The British Premier Ramsay MacDonald, announced 
the Communal Award which provided for separate 
electorates for the ‘Depressed Classes’. Gandhi was in 
Yervada Jail, protesting against the separate electorate, he 
commenced his fast unto death. A solution was found to 
the communal problem in form of Poona Pact.

8. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. It was in the Lahore Session (1929) 
that the Congress for the first time raised the demand for 
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complete independence. Such demand was not raised 
from the Congress platform earlier. The Lahore Congress 
accepted the new interpretation for Swaraj which was now 
to mean complete independence.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The rift between the extremists 
and moderates was resolved in Lucknow Session held in 
1916.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Jinnah’s Two Nations Theory 
came up in March 1940. It was not rejected in the Lahore 
Session (1929) of the Indian National Congress.

9. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Rowlatt Act was introduced in 1919, indefinitely 
extending ‘emergency measures’ (of the Defence of 
India Regulations Act, 1915) enacted during the First 
World War in order to control public unrest and root out 
conspiracy. The Rowlatt Act authorized the authority to 
imprison a person suspected of terrorism for maximum 
of two years without trial.

10. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
The Tebhaga movement (1946) was a major peasant 
movement that took place in Bengal led by All India Kisan 
Sabha. the peasants challenged the prevailing system of 
share cropping, demanding two thirds of the produce 
from land for themselves and one third (tebhaga) for 
the landlords. Tebhaga literally means ‘three shares’ of 
harvests. Traditionally, sharecroppers held their tenancy 
on fifty-fifty basis of the share of the produce, known as 
barga, adhi, bhagi, etc., all meaning half share.
As a result of this movement, Bargardari Bill was passed, 
which provided that the share of the harvest given to the 
landlords would be limited to one third of the total, but 
the Act was not fully implemented.

11. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
The Indian Statutory Commission, also known as Simon 
Commission was a seven member commission of 
British parliamentarians formed to look into the of the 
constitutional system facilitated by the 1919 Act in India 
and suggest changes. Major reason behind its opposition 
was that – all its members were white and there was no 
Indian member. In 1928, when the Simon Commission 
arrived in India, it was greeted with black flags and the 
slogan ‘Go back Simon’. It was boycotted by majority of 
political parties in India.

12. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
In March 1942, Britain dispatched Sir Stafford Cripps, a 
member of the War Cabinet, to India to discuss the British 
Government’s Draft Declaration. The draft granted India 
Dominion status after the war but otherwise conceded 
few changes to the British Government Act of 1935. 
The draft was unacceptable to the Congress Working 
Committee who rejected it. 

Thus, Cripps Mission failed to satisfy the demands of 
Congress leaders. On 7 to 8 August 1942, the All India 
Congress Committee met in Bombay and ratified the 
‘Quit India’ resolution. Gandhi ji called the Cripps 
Proposals a ‘post-dated’ cheque. Muslim league also 
rejected proposals of Cripps Mission.

13. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Sir Cyril Radcliffe was the Chairman of the two Border 
for demarcation border between India and Pakistan in 
Punjab and Bengal.
The boundary demarcation line between India and 
Pakistan known as the Radcliffe Line came into force on 
17 August 1947. The Radcliffe Line was named after its 
architect, Sir Cyril Radcliffe. Radcliffe divided India into 
three parts: West Pakistan, East Pakistan and India.

14. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
It was in the Lahore Session (1929) that the Congress 
for the first time raised the demand for complete 
independence or Poorna Swaraj and it was declared that 
26 January 1930, would be celebrated as the Independence 
Day.. Such demand was not raised from the Congress 
platform earlier. The 1929 Session of Indian National 
Congress was presided by the Jawaharlal Nehru. 

15. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Rowlatt committee was a 
‘Sedition Committee’ appointed in 1918 by the British 
Indian Government and it was chaired by Justice Rowlatt. 
The recommendation of the committee was the basis 
for Rowlatt Act. 
The Rowlatt Act authorized the authorities to imprison a 
person suspected of terrorism for maximum of two years 
without trial. 
Statement 2 is correct. In 1919 Gandhiji gave a call for a 
satyagraha against the Rowlatt Act that the British had just 
passed. It was first attempt of Gandhiji for a nation-wide 
movement. Under the leadership of Gandhi, the newly 
established Home League was the leading force in this 
satyagraha along with pan-islamists and Satyagraha 
Sabha members.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Simon Commission was 
formed to look into the of the constitutional system 
facilitated by the 1919 Act in India. It arrived in India in 
1928 and was met with huge protests as it did not have any 
Indian member. Gandhi gave call for Rowlatt Satygraha in 
1919. Thus, the two demonstrations were separated by a 
period of almost a decade.

16. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Within Congress, ‘Congress Socialist Party’ in 1934 was 
founded J P Narayan, Acharya Narendra Dev and Minoo 
Masani. Its members were critical of tactics and strategy 
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of Gandhi as well as of Communists. They wanted to give 
Congress a socialist direction by working from within 
the congress and organising peasants and workers 
outside the congress. The party mainly consisted of 
three ideologies – Maxian Socialism, Fabianism and 
Gandhian Socialim. The stood for abolition of Capitalism, 
Zamindari and princely states.

17. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
In 1930, Gandhiji declared that he would lead a march to 
break the salt law. According to this law, the state had a 
monopoly on the manufacture and sale of salt. Mahatma 
Gandhi along with other nationalists reasoned that it was 
sinful to tax salt since it is such an essential item of our 
food.
The defiance of the salt laws occurred all over India. 
K. Kelappan organised salt marches in Malabar, 
Gopalbandhu Chaudhuri organised salt salt satyagraha in 
coastal regions of Orrisa.
C. Rajagopalachari organized a march from 
Trichinopoly to Vedaranniyam on the Tanjore coast to 
break the salt law in April 1930. It was modelled on the 
lines of Dandi March which was led by Gandhi.

18. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Montague-Chelmsford reforms or the Government of 
India Act, 1919 professed to pave way for self-government 
in India, however it also aimed at appeasing Indians to 
persuade to support British during First World War (1914-
18) . For the first time government showed its intention of 
gradual introduction of responsible government in India. 
Montague Chelmsford Declaration which initiated 
the Indian constitutional reforms is also claimed as the 
‘Magna Carta of modern India’.
It had the following provisions:
• Provision for the direct election for states and central 

government on the basis of adult franchise.
• Provision of responsible government in the provinces.
• Division of the Subjects into the Central and 

Provincial List.
• Bicameral legislature at the centre.
• Powers of the central government have been widened. 

Legislation power for whole British India, Indian 
subjects and servants of government whether inside 
or outside.

• Survey to be conducted for giving autonomy to the 
local self-governing institutions.

• To increase the involvement of Indians in 
administration Central Public Service Commission 
was set up.

19. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
When the Second World War situation worsened, the 
British Government wanted to seek the active cooperation 

of Indians in the War. To secure this cooperation the 
British Government sent to India in March 1942 a 
mission headed by a Cabinet minister Stafford Cripps. 
Cripps announced that the aim of British policy in India 
was ‘the earliest possible realization of self- government 
in India’. The plan unveiled by Cripps promised India 
Dominion Status and a constitution-making body 
after the War whose members would be elected by the 
provincial assemblies and nominated by the rulers in 
case of the princely states. The Pakistan demand was 
accommodated by the provision that any province which 
was not prepared to accept the new constitution would 
have the right to sign a separate agreement with Britain 
regarding its future status. For the present the British 
would continue to exercise sole control over the defence 
of the country.
Negotiations between Cripps and the Congress leaders 
broke down. The Congress objected to the provision 
for Dominion Status rather than full independence, the 
representation of the princely states in the constituent 
assembly not by the people of the states but by the 
nominees of the rulers, and above all by the provision for 
the partition of India.

20. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Option 1 is correct. The British Indian Association was 
established on 31 October 1851 with entirely Indian 
membership to promote government efficiency and 
ameliorate the condition of Indias. The first committee of 
the association was composed of: Raja Radhakanta Deb 
– President, Raja Kalikrishna Deb – Vice-President.
Option 2 is incorrect. In 1884, M. Veeraraghavachariar, 
G.S Iyer and P. Anandacharlu established the Madras 
Mahajana Sabha. Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty founded 
the Madras Native Association. 
Option 3 is correct. Indian Association was the first 
Nationalist Organization founded in British India by 
Surendranath Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose in 1876. 
The association found an issue in opposing the lowering of 
the age limit for civil service examinations (1877) , which 
was disadvantageous to Indian candidates; and in 1878 
it objected to the Vernacular Press Act, which stifled the 
Indian press. It displaced the Indian League, which had 
been founded the year before, and criticised the British 
Indian Association, which it regarded as a reactionary 
body of landlords and industrialists.

21. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Dyarchy means dual set of governments. The government 
of India Act 1919 divided the functions of government 
into central and provincial. The provincial subjects were 
further subdivided into transferred and reserved.

22. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
In response to the inadequacy of the Simon Report, the 
Labour Government, which had come to power under 
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Ramsay MacDonald in 1929, decided to hold a series of 
Round Table Conferences in London. The first Round 
Table Conference convened from 12 November 1930 
to 19 January 1931. As congress did not participate in 
this conference, the outcomes were minimal. Thus, The 
second Round Table Conference was held in London 
from 7 September 1931 to 1 December 1931 with 
the participation of Gandhi and the Indian National 
Congress. The third Round Table Conference (17 
November 1932 - 24 December 1932) was not attended by 
the Indian National Congress and Gandhi.
After the failure of Cripps Mission to resolve the 
constitutional deadlock on constitutional advance of 
India, the Congress Working Committee adopted ‘Quit 
India Resolution’ on 14th July, 1942 at Wardha. On 8th 
August 1942, the resolution was passed at Gowalia Tank 
in Bombay and Quit India Movement was launched.
During INA trial, the Royal Indian Navy Mutiny broke 
out on 18 February, 1946 by ratings (a designation 
for a sailor subordinate to officers) on HMIS Talwar 
demanding better food and accommodation. While the 
immediate trigger was the demand for better food and 
working conditions, the agitation soon turned into a 
wider demand for independence from British rule.

23. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
The Butler Committee (1927) also known as the 
Indian states committee was set up to examine the 
nature of relationship between the princely states and 
government.
It recommended that:
1. Paramountcy must remain supreme and must fulfil 

its obligations, adopting and defining itself according 
to the shifting necessities of time and progressive 
development of states.

2. States should not be handed over to an Indian 
Government in British India, responsible to an Indian 
legislature, without the consent of states.

3. It thus gave concession to Indian States in the form of 
a promise that paramountcy would not be transferred 
without their consent to any democratically elected 
government in British India; but at the same time, 
it reaffirmed the supremacy of paramountcy with 
unlimited power-even to suggest constitutional 
changes in a particular state if there was widespread 
demand for such reforms.

24. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
When Gandhiji and his followers gained controlled of the 
All India Home Rule League. They changed its name to 
‘Swaraj Sabha’ (Hindi for Home Rule League) . At the 
same time they also changed its constitution to allow it 
to serve as vehicle for Non-cooperation movement. This 
enabled Gandhi to combine cadre of the Home Rule 
League and Muslim league for the Non-cooperation 
movement.

25. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Champaran Satyagraha (1917) was the first peasant 
movement to have garnered nationwide attention. It was 
first Satyagraha movement led by Gandhi in India. 
Gandhi played a critical role by opening a new phase 
in the national movement by joining it to the great 
struggle of the Indian peasantry by creating awareness 
among the peasants against the European Planters. 
In the subsequent years, Gandhi’s localised movements 
in Ahmedabad (for mill workers) and Kheda (where he 
supported distressed peasants) thus, creating grounds for 
the massive nationwide protests.

26. Solution (d)
Exp) 
Till independence, there was only one central trade 
union organisation, the All India Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC) which was formed in 1920 and created lot 
of industrial strife. The Congress Party therefore took 
the initiative in forming a trade union centre (INTUC) 
. The socialists in INTUC were dissatisfied with the 
functioning of INTUC and founded Hind Mazdoor 
Sabha (HMS) in Howrah as a National Trade Union 
Centre in India. Its founders included Basawan Singh 
(Sinha) , Ashok Mehta, R.S. Ruikar, Mani Benkara, 
Shibnath Benerajee, T.S. Ramanujam, VS. Mathur, G.G. 
Mehta. Mr. R.S. Ruikar was elected president and Ashok 
Mehta as its General Secretary. It acted as a balancing 
force between the INTUC and AITUC.

27. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Pair 1 is correctly matched. The All-India Anti-
Untouchability League was established in 1932 by 
M.K. Gandhi for elevating the social status of the lower 
and backward classes. It was born out of the historic 
Poona Pact between Mahatma Gandhi and Babasaheb 
Ambedkar.
It was set up as part of his efforts to eradicate the concept 
of ‘untouchability’ from India’s caste system. It was later 
came to be known as the Harijan Sewak Sangh. He also 
started the weekly Harijan in January 1933.
Pair 2 is correctly matched. Between 1920 and 1940 
peasant organisations arose. The first organisation to be 
founded was the Bihar Provincial Kisan Sabha (1929) and 
in 1936 the All India Kisan Sabha.
All India Kisan Sabha was founded in Lucknow in 
April 1936 with Swami Sahjanand Saraswati as the 
president and N.G. Ranga as the general secretary. 
A kisan manifesto was issued and a periodical under 
Indulal Yagnik started. The AIKS and the Congress held 
their sessions in Faizpur in 1936. The Congress manifesto 
(especially the agrarian policy) for the 1937 provincial 
elections was strongly influenced by the AIKS agenda.
Pair 3 is correctly matched. E.V. Ramasami Naicker, 
Known as Periyar (the respected) , was a strong supporter 
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of atheism; famous for his anticaste struggle and 
rediscovery of Dravidian identity. Initially a worker of the 
Congress party, he started the self-respect movement 
(1925) and led the anti-Brahmin movement. He also 
worked for the Justice party and later founded Dravidar 
Kazhagam; opposed to Hindi and domination of north 
India; propounded the thesis that north Indians and 
Brahmins are Aryans.
The Self-Respect Movement was aimed at nothing short of 
a rejection of the brahminical religion and culture which 
Naicker felt was the prime instrument of exploitation of 
the lower castes. He sought to undermine the position 
of brahmin priests by formalising weddings without 
brahmin priests.

28. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Indian immigration to South 
Africa had begun in 1890 when the White settlers 
recruited indentured Indian labour, mainly from South 
India, to work on the sugar plantations. They faced racial 
discrimination in South Africa
During the early 1900s, Gandhi was instrumental in 
getting the indentured labour system abolished in the 
British Empire through the use of the method of passive 
resistance or civil disobedience, named Satyagraha.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Viceroy of India Lord 
Chelmsford, invited various Indian leaders to attend a 
War conference during World War I. Gandhi accepted 
the invitation and went to Delhi. Gandhi was not happy 
that leaders like Tilak or the Ali brothers had not been 
invited to the conference, so he felt unwilling attended the 
conference. After meeting the Viceroy, who was very keen 
that Gandhi should support the resolution on recruiting, 
Gandhi supported the government’s resolution on 
recruiting. 
He believed that whole-hearted co-operation with the 
government will bring India within sight of goal of 
Swaraj as nothing else will.
Statement 3 is correct. Gandhiji began his salt march 
from Ahmedabad to Dandi on 12th March 1930. Gandhi 
and his selected followers reached Dandi beach and broke 
the salt law by picking up salt left on the shore by the sea.
Gandhi then gave a signal to all Indians to manufacture 
salt illegally. He wanted the people to break the salt 
law openly and to prepare themselves for non-violent 
resistance to police action.
The Government waited for some time before taking any 
action, and then at last retaliation began. Gandhi was left 
at liberty, but many other leaders were taken into custody. 
In dealing with the breakers of the salt law, the police 
resorted to their usual brutal methods and The Indian 
National Congress was declared illegal.

29. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Pair 1 is correctly matched. Tej Bahadur Sapru was the 
President of All India Liberal Federation and was a 
prominent member of Liberal Party of India.

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru played a pivotal role in the 
development of modern India’s constitutional and 
political life. He was a member of the All India Congress 
Committee, the General Secretary of the Congress party 
and also the President of the UP Congress Committee. 
He was also a member of the UP Legislative Council, and 
thereafter of the Imperial Legislative Council. He became 
one of the founding members of a party that eventually 
came to be called The National Liberal Federation of 
India. He left the Congress in 1919-20, when the Congress 
took a turn towards mass politics.
Pair 2 is correctly matched. K.C. Neogy was a member 
of the Constituent Assembly of India, and the member 
of the first Cabinet of independent India. Neogy was 
a member of the Indian National Congress and was 
elected as a member of the Central Legislative Assembly 
in 1920 representing Bengal. He was the second Finance 
Minister of free India. The First Finance Commission was 
constituted under the chairmanship of KC Neogy for the 
period 1952-57 in the year 1952.
Pair 3 is correctly matched. P.C. Joshi was the first 
General Secretary of the Communist Party of India. 
He was one of the leading figures of the communist 
movement in India. Born in Almora in 1907, Joshi joined 
the Communist Party in 1929, and rose to prominence 
thereafter. He was arrested in connection with the Meerut 
Conspiracy Case.

30. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct.
The Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed by Gandhiji on behalf 
of the Congress and by Lord Irwin on behalf of the British 
India Government. It placed the Congress on an equal 
footing with the Government.
The terms of the agreement included the following:
• Immediate release of all political prisoners not 

convicted for violence,
• withdrawal of emergency ordinances, which 

were promulgated in connection with the Civil 
Disobedience Movement

• the remission of all fines not yet collected, 
• the return of confiscated lands not yet sold to third 

parties, 
• Lenient treatment for those government employees 

who had resigned. 
• The Government also conceded the right to make salt 

for consumption to villages along the coast, as also the 
right to peaceful and non-aggressive picketing.

• It was also understood that the Congress would 
participate in the next Round Table Conference.

Statement 3 is incorrect. However, the Congress 
demand for a public inquiry into police excesses was 
not accepted, but Gandhiji’s insistent request for an 
inquiry was recorded in the agreement. Gandhi’s demand 
of commutation of Bhagat Singh and his comrades’ 
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death sentence to life sentence was also not accepted. 
The Congress, on its part, agreed to discontinue the Civil 
Disobedience Movement.

31. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
During Mughal Period, Indian handicrafts produced 
excellent quality of textile products and as per estimates 
nearly two hundred varieties of cotton and silk fabrics 
were exported from India.
When Industrial Revolution took place in England, 
Britain needed raw materials from India and a wide 
market for its machine-made goods. Thus, owing to 
industrial revolution cheap machine-made goods from 
Britain flooded the Indian markets and India supplied 
the raw material (Cotton) to Britain.
Indian textiles now had to face stiff competition from 
machine-made English textiles in the European and 
American markets. Heavy duties were imposed on 
imported Indian textiles in Britain. The machine-made 
cheap textiles of Britain successfully captured the African 
markets.
The free trade imposed on India was however one-
sided. Indian goods were subjected to heavy import 
duties on entry into Britain.

32. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Gopal Baba Walangkar, also known as Gopal Krishna, 
(1840-1900) was an early proponent to release the 
untouchable people of India from their historic socio-
economic oppression, and is generally considered to be 
the pioneer of that movement. Gopal Baba Walangkar 
established the first Untouchable newspaper, Vital 
Vidhvansak (Destroyer of Brahmanical or Ceremonial 
Pollution) . He developed a racial theory to explain the 
oppression.

5.2. Practice Questions

33. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement a is correct: It made the depressed classes as 
political tools which could be used by majoritarian caste. 
Statement b is correct: It subordinated the depressed 
classes into being part of the Hindu social order by 
denying them a separate and distinct existence. 
Statement c is incorrect: The Working Committee of 
the All India Scheduled Caste Federation alleged that 
in the elections held under the Government of India 
Act, 1935, the system of joint electorates deprived the 
scheduled castes of the right to send true and effective 
representatives to the legislatures. The committee, 
further, said that the provisions of the joint electorate gave 
the Hindu majority the virtual right to nominate members 
of the scheduled castes who were prepared to be the tools 
of the Hindu majority. Even after signing the Poona Pact, 

Dr B.R. Ambedkar continued to denounce the Poona Pact 
till 1947. 
Statement d is correct: This led the depressed classes to 
submit to the status quo in political, ideological and 
cultural fields and not being able to develop independent 
and genuine leadership to fight the Brahminical order. 

34. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Barsod satyagraha was led 
by Vallabhbhai Patel (and not Jawaharlal Nehru) in the 
Kheda district of Gujarat in 1923–24. It was launched 
against a levy announced by the British government to 
cover the expense of anti-dacoity police posted in Barsod. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Barsod satyagraha revolved 
around the issue of an unjust poll tax (of rupees 2 and 
7 annas) imposed in September 1923 on every adult in 
Barsod. The tax was to cover police expenses required 
for the suppression of a wave of dacoities committed by 
low-caste Baraiyas. The Patidars felt that the tax was an 
unfair measure designed to punish them for supporting 
the Congress. Vallabhbhai Patel took up the cause of 
the Patidars in rural Gujarat; all the 104 affected villages 
decided on total non-payment of the new tax in December 
1923 and the tax had to be cancelled in January 1924.

35. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. In Assam, a successful student 
strike against the Cunningham Circular, which banned 
students’ participation in politics, was organized in May 
1930. 
Statement 2 is correct. In landlocked Bihar, manufacture 
of salt on a large scale was not practicable and at most 
places it was a mere gesture. Therefore, a very powerful 
no-chaukidari tax agitation replaced the salt satyagraha 
(owing to physical constraints in making salt). 
Statement 3 is correct. In coastal regions of Balasore, 
Cuttack and Puri districts of Orissa, the salt satyagraha 
was effectively organised under the leadership of 
Gopalbandhu Chaudhuri. 

36. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
 Statement a is correct. Nehru opposed the Dickie Bird 
Plan as it allowed for balkanization of India. The Muslim 
League too was unhappy because its demand for a unified 
Pakistan was not fulfilled by this plan. But Mountbatten 
plan was accepted by both the Congress and the Muslim 
League. 
Statement b is correct. Mountbatten completely 
neglected the division of the population on religious 
grounds in his plan. Because of which a tragic series 
of riots started after partition, in which approximately 
two million people were massacred in Punjab alone and 
millions of others were displaced. 
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Statement c is incorrect. The Mountbatten plan got 
endorsement from Nehru, Jinnah and Sardar Baldev 
Singh (on behalf of the Sikhs) on 4 June 1947. 
Statement d is correct: League leaders from Bengal such 
as Suhrawardy and Abdul Hashem were not very happy 
at the prospect of being ruled from distant Punjab. So, 
they proposed a plan for a ‘United Sovereign Bengal’ 
that got the support of Congress leader Sarat Bose. The 
plan, however, found little support among Bengali Hindus 
who saw in it a ploy to incorporate western Bengal, and 
particularly Calcutta, into an enlarged Pakistan. 

37. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Mahatma Gandhi, while in jail, 
set up the All-India Anti-Untouchability League in 
September 1932 and started the weekly Harijan in January 
1933. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Mahatma Gandhi distinguished 
between abolition of untouchability and abolition 
of caste system as such. On this point he differed from 
Ambedkar who advocated annihilation of the caste system 
to remove untouchability. Gandhi felt that whatever 
the limitations and defects of the varnashram system, 
there was nothing sinful about it, as there was about 
untouchability. Untouchability, Gandhi felt, was a product 
of distinctions of high and low and not of the caste system 
itself. 
Statement 3 is correct. Gandhi organised Harijan 
tour and put forward a damning indictment of Hindu 
society for the kind of oppression practised on Harijans. 
His entire Harijan campaign was based on principles of 
humanism and reason. He said that the Shastras do not 
sanction untouchability, and if they did, they should be 
ignored as it was against human dignity. 

38. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. V. D Savarkar was a thorough 
modernist and atheist who was opposed to all kinds of 
superstitions and was greatly influenced by the scientific 
and philosophic achievements of the West. Savarkar’s 
critique of Gandhi was precisely because of Gandhi’s 
wholesale rejection of modern civilization, science and 
technology. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Mahatma Gandhi was a deeply 
religious man. He accepted the inner oneness of all 
existence in the cosmic spirit, and saw all living beings as 
representatives of the eternal divine reality. He believed 
that man’s ultimate goal in life was self-realisation. On 
the contrary, Savarkar rejected the sanctity of religious 
scriptures and maintained that all religious scriptures 
were man-made and their teaching could not be applied 
to all societies in all times. He rejected otherworldly 
philosophy of Shankara and Ramanuja and discounted 
otherworldly pursuits of man. 
Statement 3 is correct. Savarkar was a staunch advocate 
of a capitalist, market-driven, mechanised society and 

wrote as early as in the 1930s about scientific temper 
alone being the foundation of a modern and prosperous 
India. However, Gandhi was critical of the path both 
capitalist and socialist economies had taken. He was 
against industrialisation on a mass scale because it leads 
to many insoluble problems such as the exploitation of the 
villagers, environmental pollution etc. 
Statement 4 is correct. Savarkar was a critic of caste 
system. He held that both ‘Chaturvarna’ and caste system 
have proved very disastrous for the unity of Hindu society. 
According to him, the untouchability was a distortion and 
it was wrong to consider any human being as untouchable. 
It militated against the spirit of human brotherhood. 
Similarly, Gandhi always had in mind the objective of 
eradicating untouchability by root and branch. His ideas 
were based on the grounds of humanism and reason. He 
argued that the Shastras did not sanction untouchability 
and, even if they did, they should be ignored since truth 
cannot be confined within the covers of a book. In 1932, 
he founded the All-India Harijan Sangh. 

39. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Poet Subramanian Tirumambu led a jatha of sixteen 
volunteers in the Guruvayur temple movement. In 1924, 
the Vaikom Satyagraha led by K.P. Kesava, was launched 
in Kerala demanding the throwing open of Hindu temples 
and roads to the untouchables. 

40. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
During the Second World War, to break the deadlock 
between the two major political parties in India, C 
Rajagopalachari, proposed a set of plans called the C R 
Formula or Rajaji Formula under which both parties 
would cooperate and form a provisional government 
at the Center. But the talks were a failure as Jinnah had 
objections to the proposal. 
1. He wanted the INC to accept the Two-Nation Theory. 
2. He did not want the entire population of the Muslim 

majority areas to vote on the plebiscite, but only the 
Muslim population in those areas. 

3. He was also against the idea of a common Centre. 
Also, Jinnah wanted separate dominions to be created 
before the English left India. 

41. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. In the aftermath of the Jallianwala 
bagh massacre, the clergy of the Golden Temple, led 
by Arur Singh, honoured General Dyer by declaring 
him a Sikh. The honouring of Dyer by the priests of Sri 
Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, was one of the reasons behind 
the intensification of the demand for reforming the 
management of Sikh shrines already being voiced by 
societies such as the Khalsa Diwan Majha and Central 
Majha Khalsa Diwan. This resulted in the launch of what 
came to be known as the Gurudwara Reform movement 
(the Akali Movement). 
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Statement 2 is correct. The Gurudwara Reform 
Movement was an offshoot of the Singh Sabha Movement. 
It aimed at liberating the Sikh gurudwaras from the 
control of corrupt Udasi mahants (the post having 
become hereditary). These mahants were a loyalist and 
reactionary lot, enjoying government patronage. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Akali Movement was a 
regional movement but not a communal one. The Akali 
leaders played a notable role in the national liberation 
struggle. 
The government tried its repressive policies against the 
non-violent non-cooperation satyagraha launched by the 
Akalis in 1921, but had to bow before popular demands; 
it passed the Sikh Gurudwaras Act in 1922 (amended in 
1925) which gave the control of gurudwaras to the Sikh 
masses to be administered through Shiromani Gurudwara 
Prabandhak Committee (SGPC) as the apex body. 

42. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. Alipore conspiracy case 
(1908)-It was the trial of a number of revolutionaries 
of the Anushilan Samiti in Calcutta under charges 
of waging war against the Government. Among the 
famous accused were Aurobindo Ghosh and his 
brother Barindra Ghosh (and not Rajendra Lahiri). Sri 
Aurobindo was acquitted of all charges while some were 
given varying terms of imprisonment or transportation, 
etc. 
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched. Kanpur Bolshevik 
Conspiracy Case (1924)-In this case M N Roy, Muzaffar 
Ahamed, S A Dange, Shaukat Usmani, Nalini Gupta, 
Singaravelu Chettiar, Ghulam Hussain (and not Ghosh 
Brothers) were caught and trailed for conspiring against 
the Government. They were charged “to deprive the King-
Emperor of his sovereignty of British India, by complete 
separation of India from imperialistic Britain by a violent 
revolution.” This case was not a people movement but a 
British movement to sack the upcoming communist 
leaders of the time. 
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Kakori Conspiracy Case 
(1925)- Kakori robbery was organized by a revolutionary 
organization i.e., Hindustan Republican Association 
(HRA) under the leadership of Ram Prasad Bismil and 
supported by Ashfaqulla Khan, Rajendra Lahiri and 
Roshan Singh (and not S A Dange). 
Pair 4 is correctly matched. The First Lahore Conspiracy 
case was held in 1915 in the aftermath of failed Ghadar 
movement. A special tribunal was set up to hear multiple 
cases. The judgement was read on September 13,1915 
and 24 of the accused were sentenced to death and 27 to 
transportation for life, while the others received varying 
sentences. One of those sentenced to death was 19-year-
old Kartar Singh Sarabha, who had returned to Punjab 
from San Francisco to take up arms against the colonial 
state. 

43. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 

While in Europe Jawaharlal Nehru came in contact with 
the political thinkers and movements, and was invited to 
participate, as the representative of the Indian National 
Congress, in the International Congress Against 
Colonial Oppression and Imperialism, held in Brussels 
in February 1927. 
There he met the best exponents of the European radical 
tradition, as well as a large number of delegates from 
China, Mexico and other Latin American, African and 
Asian countries. The exchange of views and experiences 
deeply influenced Jawaharlal, who was appointed a 
member of the Executive Committee of the League 
Against Imperialism and for National Independence - 
the organization that the Brussels Conference had set up. 
From this point onwards, Jawaharlal Nehru realized how 
the development of European capitalism, which required 
raw materials for industrial production and extensive 
markets for the finished goods, led to imperialism, and 
how European capitalism had fattened on the exploitation 
of countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
At Nehru’s initiative, Congress affiliated itself with the 
League against Imperialism set up at Brussels. 

44. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement a is correct. The Indian princely states 
participated in all three round table conferences. They 
were represented by the Maharaja of Alwar, Maharaja of 
Baroda, Nawab of Bhopal, Maharaja of Bikaner, Rana of 
Dholpur, Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir, Maharaja of 
Nawanagar etc. 

45. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Gandhi’s predecessors assumed 
the existence of a homogeneous political society; 
this seriously constrained their efforts at organizing 
broad-based political movements. However, Gandhi, 
interestingly, shared the view that India was a loose 
constellation of classes, communities and religious 
groups.
Statement 2 is correct. The direct physical form in which 
the ‘masses’ appeared in the political arena was always 
that of a mob. It had no mind of its own. In order to 
involve the ‘masses’ in political action, it was necessary 
to create a selfless, enlightened and dedicated group of 
political workers who would lead the masses and deter 
them from being misguided. 
As Markovits puts it, Gandhi’s invitation to the people to 
actively participate in political movements was ‘always 
mediated through his small group of faithful followers 
who were meant to serve as examples to the masses’. 
In order to serve as exemplars, this dedicated group 
of workers needed to gain mastery over the body and 
overcome fear. And that could only be done through 
ahimsa, non-violence. 
Statement 3 is correct. Ahimsa both limited satyagraha 
and made it more than ‘purely and simply civil 
disobedience’. 
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Ahimsa  was to bridge the  disjuncture between 
morality and politics, between private conscience and 
public  responsibility. This meant that the  authority of 
the political leader derived not so much ‘from the 
reasonableness of his programme’ but from ‘moral 
claims of personal courage and sacrifice and a patent 
adherence to truth’, claims that conferred on Gandhi 
the total allegiance of his people. And, it was on grounds 
of such moral claims that Gandhi called upon the 
people  repeatedly to make vows, promises and pledges 
during all his campaigns. Such vows and pledges were to 
‘make the human into a promising animal’ into a figure 
made distinct by repetition. 

46. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The differences over the question 
of council entry between No-changers and Pro-changers 
or Swarajists led to forming of Congress-Khilafat-Swaraj 
Party within the Congress on 31st December, 1922. The 
plan, program and constitution of the Swaraj Party were 
drawn up at its first conference in Allahabad in 1924. 
Chittaranjan Das became the President of this new party 
and Motilal Nehru one of its secretaries. 
Statement 2 is correct. The program of action of Swaraj 
Party worked out a compromise between socialism 
and individualism. They agitated through the powerful 
speeches on civil liberties. 
Statement 3 is correct. The program included mass 
contact, Hindu-Muslim unity and social-work and 
social reform in addition to the main effort directed at 
wrecking the constitutional reforms from within. 

47. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
LORD READING, viceroy of India (1921–
1926). Arriving after Amritsar’s Jallianwala Bagh 
Massacre, in the midst of Mahatma Gandhi’s first 
nationwide satyagraha, Reading governed India during 
one of its most revolutionary decades. 
In 1923 Reading’s government introduced civil service 
examinations in New Delhi, held simultaneously with 
those in London, thus making it possible for young 
Indians to sit for those prestigious administrative tests 
without having to embark on a long expensive voyage to 
England. 
Important Events during his period- 
1. Prince of Wales visited India (1921), 
2. Repeal of Rowlatt Act (1919), 
3. Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
4. Moplah Rebellion (1921), 
5. Start of Vishwa Bharati University (1922), 
6. Formation of Swaraj Party (1923), 
7. Kakori Train Robbery (1925), etc. 

48. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 

Statement 1 is correct. In 1934, after the suspension of the 
Civil Disobedience Movement, a section of Congressmen 
took to council politics. At this point, the Congress 
socialists wanted to form a socialist party within the 
Congress to prevent the loss of revolutionary character 
of the congress due to council entry. Formed in 1934 as 
Congress Socialist Party (SP), with its own constitution, 
membership, discipline and ideology, it remained within 
the Congress Party till March 1948. 
Statement 2 is correct. For them the primary struggle 
in India was the national struggle for freedom and 
that nationalism was a necessary stage on the way to 
socialism. 
Statement 3 is correct. They wanted to give the Congress 
and the national movement a socialist direction; and that 
to achieve this objective they must organize the workers 
and peasants in their class organizations, wage struggles 
for their economic demands and make them the social 
base of the national struggle. 

49. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Sir Chotu Ram freed farmers 
from decades of exploitation and earned him titles from 
both Hindu and Muslim peasants — ‘Deen-bandhu and 
Rehbar-e-Azam’. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Punjab Agricultural Produce 
Markets Act, which came into being in 1939, was a 
sweetened fruit of his effort. Also called the Mandi Act, 
it is this very historic legislation farmers are now fighting 
for. The Act passed by Sir Chotu Ram freed farmers from 
decades of exploitation and earned him titles from both 
Hindu and Muslim peasants. 
Statement 3 is correct. On the political front, he was a 
co-founder of the National Unionist Party which ruled 
the United Punjab Province in pre-independent India and 
kept Congress and Muslim League at bay. 

50. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. In the nineteenth 
century as well, there had been cases of Mappila  
 resistance to landlord oppression but what erupted in 
1921 was on a different scale together. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. When the movement joined 
the Khilafat movement, it was not communal. But once 
the British declared martial law and repression, this 
movement acquired communal overtones. What had 
been largely an anti-government and anti-landlord 
affair acquired strong communal overtones. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Due to communalization, this 
movement was isolated from the Khilafat and non-co-
operation movement. British repression did the rest and 
by December 1921 all resistance had come to a stop. Thus, 
the British did not enact a law to pacify them instead 
used force to suppress the Mappilas. 
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51. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement d is incorrect. It was formed in Lucknow 
session of INC in April 1936. Faizpur session 1937, was 
the first village session of INC. 

52. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The theory of Paramountcy 
(Princely states were supposed to act in subordinate 
cooperation with the British government and acknowledge 
its supremacy) started to develop after 1813. The states 
surrendered all forms of external sovereignty but retained 
sovereignty in internal administration. 
After the battle of Buxar, the main policy was to create 
buffer zones to defend company’s frontiers. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Charter Act of 1833 
ended the company’s commercial functions but not the 
political functions. It adopted the practice of insisting on 
prior approval/sanction for all matters of succession. 
In 1834, the Board of Directors issued guidelines 
to annex states wherever and whenever possible.  
 Statement 3 is incorrect. After 1858, the fiction of 
authority of the Mughal emperor ended; sanction for 
all matters of succession was required from the Crown 
since the Crown stood forth as the unquestioned ruler and 
the paramount power. Now, the ruler inherited the gaddi 
not as a matter of right but as a gift from the paramount 
power, because the fiction of Indian states standing in 
a status of equality with the Crown as independent, 
sovereign states ended with the Queen adopting the title 
of “Kaiser-i-Hind” (Queen Empress of India). 
Statement 4 is correct. Curzon adopted a policy of 
patronage and ‘intrusive surveillance’. He thought the 
relations between the states and government were neither 
feudal nor federal, but a type not based on a treaty but 
consisting of a series of relationships having grown under 
different historical conditions that, in the course of time, 
gradually conformed to a single line. 

53. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. A Chamber of Princes was set 
up not to solve internal affairs of Princely states but was 
formed merely as an advisory body having no say in their 
internal affairs. 
Statement 2 is correct. Indian states were divided into 
three categories for the purpose of chamber i.e., 1) 
Directly represented-109 2) Represented through 
representatives-127 3) Recognized as feudal holdings. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Montford reforms did 
not define the term paramountcy. Even the Butler 
committee (1927) left paramountcy undefined. 

54. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Butler Committee (1927) 
under the chairmanship of Sir Harcourt Butler was 

set up to examine the nature of relationship between 
the princely states and government. The question of 
sovereignty and paramountcy was undefined at the time. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. It recommended that the 
paramountcy must remain supreme and must fulfil its 
obligations, adopting and defining itself according to the 
shifting necessities of time and progressive development 
of states. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Although there was a 
growing call among the princely states to clarify the 
term “paramountcy”, the committee left the term 
“paramountcy” undefined. 
“Paramountcy” was left undefined and this hydra-headed 
creature was left to feed on usage, Crown’s prerogative and 
the princes’ implied consent. 

55. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Congress for the first time 
during the Nagpur Session of 1920 enunciated a policy 
towards the peoples’ movements in the princely states. 
It called upon the princes to grant full responsible 
government in their states. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Initially, the Congress, while 
allowing residents of the States to become members of 
the Congress, made it clear that they could not initiate 
political activity in the States in the name of Congress 
but only in their individual capacity or as members of 
the local political organizations. Even in the Haripura 
session in 1938, the Congress had reiterated its policy that 
movements in the States should not be launched in the 
name of the Congress. 
Later, this policy of Congress changed in the Tripuri 
session of 1939. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The All-India States’ People 
Conference was founded in 1927 with its headquarters 
in Bombay. The men chiefly responsible for this initiative 
were Balwantrai Mehta, 
Manikial Kothari and G.R. Abhayankar. Congress was 
not involved in its foundation. Headed by middle-
class leaders, the All-India States’ People’s Conference 
demanded moderate democratic rights and constitutional 
changes. Its greater significance lay in the fact that it 
coordinated the activities of different prajamandals and 
brought together isolated struggles of peoples of different 
states. 

56. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The ruler of Rajkot, Lakhajiraj 
encouraged popular participation in 
government by inaugurating in 1923 the Rajkot Praja 
Pratinidhi Sabha. This representative assembly consisted 
of ninety representatives elected on the basis of 
universal adult franchise, something quite unusual in 
those times. 
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Statement 2 is correct. Praja Mandals were formed 
in various princely states by the people that demanded 
various civil and political reforms from the states’ 
governments. They were formed as a result of national 
awakening due to various movements like the Khilafat 
and Non-Cooperation Movement. Some of the States 
in which praja mandals or States’ People’s Conferences 
were organized were Mysore, Hyderabad, Baroda, the 
Kathiawad States, the Deccan States, Jamnagar, Indore, 
and Nawanagar. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The British government 
opposed any political reforms in the princely states 
by their rulers. Many a potential reformer among the 
rulers was gradually drained of initiative by the constant 
surveillance and interference exercised by the British 
residents. Any attempt at political, social and economic 
reform in these states was ruthlessly putdown. 

57. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. In 1939, Jawaharlal Nehru was 
elected as the president of the All-India States’ People’s 
Conference, a step that marked the merger of the two 
streams of democratic movement in princely states and 
British India. Thus, the ending of the oppressive rule 
of the Indian princes became a part of the nationalist 
movement’s programme and the aim of building a united 
India was firmly laid down. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Quit India Movement was 
launched in August 1942 and it was made clear that now 
there was no distinction to be made between the people 
of British India and the States: every Indian was to 
participate. This time the Congress made no distinction 
between British India and the Indian States and the call 
for struggle was extended to the people of the States. 
The people of the States thus formally joined the struggle 
for Indian independence. 

58. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Option a is correct. As per the Mountbatten Plan of 
1947, Congress had conceded a unified India. Hence, 
Independence for princely states was completely ruled 
out—they would join either India or Pakistan. Thus, the 
League’s demand was conceded to the extent that Pakistan 
would be created and the Congress’ position on unity was 
taken into account to make Pakistan as small as possible. 
Mountbatten’s formula was to divide India but retain 
maximum unity. 
Option b is correct. In May 1947, Mountbatten came up 
with a plan under which he proposed that the provinces 
be declared independent successor states and then 
be allowed to choose whether to join the constituent 
assembly or not. This plan was called the ‘Dickie Bird 
Plan’. Jawaharlal Nehru (Born on November 14, 1889) 
when apprised of the plan, vehemently opposed it saying 
it would lead to Balkanisation of the country. Hence, this 
plan was also called Plan Balkan. 

Option c is correct. As per the Cabinet Mission Plan 
of 1946, princely states would be free to enter into an 
arrangement with successor governments or the British 
government. 

59. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: In 1909, Gandhi wrote in the 
Hind Swaraj: Parliamentary democracy as “a costly toy 
of the nation”. Gandhi’s unequivocal belief that the 
parliamentary form of democracy was ill-suited for 
India was clearly evident when he wrote in the Hind 
Swaraj, “I pray to God that India may never be in that 
plight”. 
He preferred governance through the old system of 
village panchayats. 
Ambedkar had modern political ideas and believed that 
parliamentary democracy involving the masses would put 
pressure on those in power to act for the welfare of the 
people. 
Statement 2 and 3 is correct: Gandhi was very proud of 
Ancient India’s heritage and felt that Indians always had 
a sense of brotherhood and unity and saw themselves as 
a distinct identity, a distinct nation. Ambedkar was more 
rational in this matter, and did not regard the similarities 
in culture or existence of ancient pan Indian empires 
as proof of nationalistic identities in the modern political 
sense. He believed that oppressive British policies, and 
uniform legal and administrative system had helped 
create united national identity against this foreign 
tyranny. 
Statement 4 is correct: Both did not believe in using 
force to create social changes. Both felt that changing 
social attitudes slowly by persuasion and education 
was the only way to ensure lasting and sustainable social 
reforms. 

60. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. Kakori robbery case. 
The most important action of the HRA was the Kakori 
robbery. The men held up the 8-Down train at Kakori, 
an obscure village near Lucknow, and looted its official 
railway cash. Government crackdown after the Kakori 
robbery led to arrests of many, of whom 17 were jailed, 
four transported for life and four—Bismil, Ashfaqullah, 
Roshan Singh and Rajendra Lahiri—were hanged. Kakori 
proved to be a setback. 
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched. Delhi conspiracy trial was 
carried out to investigate the assassination attempt of 
Viceroy Hardinge while he was making an official entry 
into new capital of Delhi by Rashbehari Bose and Sachin 
Sanyal. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. Nasik conspiracy case was 
charged for killing AMT Jackson, a collector of Nasik by 
Anant Lakshman Kanhere, a member of Abhinav Bharat. 
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61. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Option d is correct. The British Parliament had passed 
an Indemnity Act in 1920 (or white washing bill) for 
the protection of its officers. The Act deals with the 
indemnity granted to persons who have carried out duties 
for the purpose of maintaining discipline and order, and 
have done other executive acts; side by side with that 
the Bill proposes to validate certain acts of courts and of 
regulations made in various parts of the world. The Act 
also deals with the question of compensation. 
No action or other legal proceeding whatsoever, whether 
civil or criminal, shall be instituted in any court against 
a person belonging to the naval, military, Air Force, or 
civil, or by any other person acting under the authority of 
a person. If the act is done in good faith for the defence of 
the Britain interest or the public safety. 

62. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statements  1  and 2 are correct. Important provisions 
introduced in provincial legislature by the  Montagu-
Chelmsford Reforms or Government of India Act, 1919: 
1. Provincial legislative councils were further expanded 

and 70 per cent of the members were to be elected. 
2. The system of communal and class electorates was 

further consolidated. 
3. Women were also given the right to vote. 
4. The legislative councils could initiate legislation but 

the governor’s assent was required. The governor 
could veto bills and issue ordinances. 

5. The legislative councils could reject the budget but 
the governor could restore it, if necessary. 

6. The legislators enjoyed freedom of speech. 
Statement 3 is correct. The ministers were to be responsible 
to the legislature and had to resign if a no confidence 
motion was passed against the by the legislature. Thus, 
ministers were made answerable to the legislature. 

63. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement a is incorrect. Tilak was not imprisoned in 
this case. He was sent abroad in connection with this case. 
So, the movement was left leaderless. 
Statement b is incorrect. Although Annie Besant failed 
to get approval of her Home Rule League movement 
from the Congress, still she started her home Rule 
league. So, it was not the reason for the movement to fade 
out. 
Statement c is incorrect. To avoid any friction, Tilak and 
Annie Besant started their separate Home Rule League. 
However, both the Leagues co-ordinated their efforts 
by confining their work to their specific areas. So, this 
was obviously not the reason for fading out of Home Rule 
League Movement. 

Statement d is correct. The Home Rule agitation proved 
to be short-lived. By 1919, it had petered out. The reasons 
for the decline were as follows. 
1. There was a lack of effective organization. 
2. Communal riots were witnessed during 1917-18. 
3. The Moderates who had joined the Congress after 

Annie Besant’s arrest were pacified by talk of reforms. 
4. Talk of passive resistance by the Extremists kept the 

Moderates away. 

64. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Communist Party of India 
(CPI) was formed in 1920 in Tashkent (now, the capital 
of Uzbekistan) by M.N. Roy, Abani Mukherji and others 
after the second Congress of Comintern. M.N. Roy was 
also the first to be elected to the leadership of Comintern. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. In 1924, many communists—
S.A. Dange, Muzaffar Ahmed, Shaukat Usmani, Nalini 
Gupta were jailed in the Kanpur Bolshevik Conspiracy 
Case. 
Statement 3 is correct. In 1925, the Indian Communist 
Conference at Kanpur formalised the foundation of the 
Communist Party of India. 

65. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. A real breakthrough was made by 
Bhagat Singh and his comrades in terms of revolutionary 
ideology, forms of revolutionary struggle and the goals 
of revolution. The Hindustan Republican Association 
(HRA) Manifesto (1925) declared that the “HRA stood 
for abolition of all systems which made exploitation of 
man by man possible”. During their last days (late 1920s), 
these revolutionaries had started moving away from 
individual heroic action and violence towards mass 
politics. 
Statement 2 is correct. New aspects of the Later Phase of 
Revolutionary Movement in Bengal include large-scale 
participation of young women especially under Surya 
Sen. Prominent women revolutionaries in Bengal during 
this phase included 
1. Pritilata Waddedar, who died conducting a raid; 

Kalpana Dutt who was arrested and tried along with 
Surya Sen and given a life sentence; 

2. Santi Ghosh and Suniti Chandheri, school girls 
of Comilla, who shot dead the district magistrate. 
(December 1931); and 

3. Bina Das who fired point blank at the governor while 
receiving her degree at the convocation (February 
1932). 

Statement 3 is correct. Some of the earlier tendency 
towards Hindu religiosity was shed, and there were 
no more rituals like oath-taking, and this facilitated 
participation by Muslims. Surya Sen had Muslims such as 
Satar, Mir Ahmed, Fakir Ahmed Mian and Tunu Mian in 
his group. 
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In later phases of revolutionary activities there was an 
emphasis on group action aimed at organs of the colonial 
State, instead of individual action. 

66. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Option c is correct. The Congress session in Madras 
(December 1927) meeting under the presidency of M.A. 
Ansari decided to boycott the Simon commission “at 
every stage and in every form”. 
Those who decided to support the Congress call of 
boycott of the Simon Commission included the liberals 
of the Hindu Mahasabha and the majority faction of 
the Muslim League under Jinnah. The Muslim league 
had two sessions in 1927 – one under Jinnah at Calcutta 
where it was decided to oppose the Simon Commission, 
and another at Lahore under Muhammad Shafi, who 
supported the government. 
The Unionists in Punjab and the Justice Party in Madras 
decided not to boycott the Simon commission. 

67. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched: Delhi Proposal were 
a set of 4 demands formulated by Muslim League in 
their conference in Delhi in 1927. They wanted these 
to be included as provisions in the joint constitutional 
framework that was being formulated in the Nehru 
Report in response to the challenge by British in the 
aftermath of the protest against the Simon Commission. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched: Delhi Pact also known as the 
Gandhi-Irwin pact was an agreement between Viceroy 
Irwin on behalf of British government and Gandhiji on 
behalf of Indian nationalists. It was the list of conditions 
which the British were ready to fulfil in exchange for 
a temporary suspension of the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. It was signed on February 14th, 1931. 
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched: Delhi Manifesto was a set 
of demands put forth by selected nationalists in 1929. 
These were the conditions which they wanted the British 
to agree to before they agreed to attend the first round 
table conference regarding the constitutional future of 
India. 

68. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement a is correct: Salt was an item of daily usage 
consumed by the urban and the rural, by the rich and 
poor. Not allowing Indians to manufacture salt and 
forcing them to buy it, made an essential item like salt 
unaffordable to many poor people, as it was expensive 
due to increasing taxation by the British government on 
one hand and ban on private manufacture on the other 
hand. So, this was a good example of British government 
creating harassing policies for selfish reasons without 
any care for the hardships of the people. 
Statement b is correct: Since salt was a non-religious, 
non-class, non-caste based item of consumption, there 

was no social disagreement on it which could allow the 
British to play off one section of Indians against another 
to weaken the resistance. Choosing this as the symbol 
allowed Gandhi to create the most strong and united 
front against British rule.
Statement c is correct: Like khadi, salt offered to the urban 
populace the opportunity of a symbolic identification 
with mass suffering. This made the movement stronger 
by forging unity in the otherwise disparate rural and 
urban interests and concerns, thus improving chances of 
success against the British. 
Statement d is incorrect: Salt manufacture was not only 
an emotional issue of self-help, but also an economic 
issue of affordability for the poor, and a means to earn 
money/ living for the rural poor. 

69. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement d is correct: The merchants and petty 
traders were very enthusiastic. Traders’ associations 
and commercial bodies were active in implementing the 
boycott, especially in Tamil Nadu and Punjab. 
The Capitalist class did support the mass movements like 
Civil Disobedience movement, as it helped them to get 
concessions important for their business and profits, they 
didn’t like them to be extended too long as that would 
harm business. So, they would initially provide monetary 
support to the movement and later mediate between the 
government and nationalists to secure concessions and 
bring the movements to an end. 

70. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement c is correct: The Congress was under socialist 
influence during the 1930s and the National Economic 
Resolution also aimed a democratic socialistic economy 
for independent India, in order to ensure welfare of the 
poor and marginalised as well. The resolution aimed a 
state ownership or control of key industries, mines and 
means of transport. 

71. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement b is correct: Various interest groups sent their 
representatives from India - like Muslims (Aga Khan 
III, Jinnah); Princely States (Nawab of Bhopal, Maharaja 
of Baroda, Nizam, etc); Hindu groups (M.R. Jayakar, 
BS Moonje); Liberals (Tej Bahadur Sapru, VS Srinivasa 
Sastri); Depressed classes (BR Ambedkar); Industrialists 
(Purushottamdas Thakurdas, Ghanshyam Das Birla); 
Workers (N.M. Joshi), etc. 
Because of the participation of a large number of groups, 
the British government claimed that the Congress did not 
represent the interests of all of India. There was a great 
deal of disagreement on matters like separate electorate, 
representation in future constituent assemblies etc. This 
was one of the main reasons why no substantial progress 
was made. 
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72. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The Poona Pact stipulated an 
increase in reserved seats for Dalits from 71 to 147 in 
provincial legislatures and to 18% of the total in the 
Central Legislature. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: There was no provision in 
the Poona Pact that talked about correcting the social 
disabilities like lack of access to education and common 
resources, or grant of civil rights - such as abolishing 
untouchability by making it a legally punishable offence. 
So, although the political representation of Dalits 
improved, there was no substantial improvement in the 
social conditions of Dalits due to the Poona Pact. By 
denying the recognition of the Dalits as a separate and 
distinct element in the national life, it pre-empted the 
rights and safeguards for the Dalits. 

73. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement b is correct: Although the Congress was in 
full favour of agrarian reforms for the upliftment and 
welfare of peasants, they could not abolish Zamindari 
system. The reason for this was that the reactionary 
second chamber (Legislative Council) dominated by 
landlords, moneylenders and capitalists in United 
Provinces, Bihar, Bombay, Madras and Assam had to be 
conciliated as its support was necessary for legislation. 
Also, the ministries had insufficient power and finances 
for such a reform. So, Congress ministries could not 
undertake a complete overhaul of the agrarian structure 
by completely abolishing zamindari 

74. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The Government of India Act, 1935 
aimed an All-India federation which was to comprise 
all British Indian provinces, all chief commissioner’s 
provinces and the Indian states (princely states). Since 
these conditions were not fulfilled, the proposed 
federation never came up. The central government 
carried on upto 1946 as per the provisions of Government 
of India Act, 1919. 
Statement 2 is correct: The Government of India Act, 
1919 had introduced Dyarchy in provinces, whereas 
the GoI Act, 1935 introduced Dyarchy at Centre 
and autonomy and responsible government in the 
provinces. Dyarchy involved dual rule - as areas of 
governance were divided into reserved and transferred 
subjects. Reserved subjects were under the Viceroy and 
his Executive Council’s control and bypassed the people’s 
elected representatives. Transferred subjects were 
governed by Viceroy with an elected cabinet of ministers 
in a responsible government. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: The Lower House of the Central 
Government - the Federal Assembly was not to be a fully 
directly elected body. It was to be partly indirectly elected 
from British Indian provinces and partly (one-third) 
nominated by the princes. 

75. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct 
Option c is correct: Mahatma Gandhi’s first main civil 
rights fight started in 1906 when the Government enacted 
legislation making it compulsory for Indians to take out 
certificates of registration which held their fingerprints. 
It was essential to carry these on person at all times. 
Indians resolved that they would refuse to submit to this 
law and would face the consequences. Gandhiji formed 
the Passive Resistance Association to conduct the 
campaign. The last date for registration being over, the 
Government started proceedings against Gandhiji and 
twenty-six others. 

76. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. In March 1940, Subhas Bose 
arranged an ‘Anti-Compromise Conference’ at Ramgarh, 
Bihar. It was convened under the joint auspices of the 
Forward Bloc and the Kisan Sabha. 
Statement 2 is correct. It was resolved in the conference 
that a worldwide struggle should be initiated in April 1940 
urging upon the people not to co-operate the British 
during the War either with men, money or materials. 
The conference further resolved to oppose stubbornly 
the exploitation of Indian resources for preserving the 
interests of the British empire. The Indian people took part 
spontaneously in large number in the struggle launched 
throughout the country by the Forward Bloc. 
Statement 3 is Correct. On 19th  March, 1940, Subhash 
Chandra Bose presided in an All India Anti-Compromise 
Conference at Ramgarh, Bihar, organized by Swami 
Sahajanand Saraswati where he expressed his anguish at 
the compromising nature of the Congress.  

77. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement b is incorrect. The Bengal famine of 1943 was 
the only one in modern Indian history not to occur as a 
result of serious drought. 
A group of Indian and American researches simulated soil 
moisture content during major Indian famines to come to 
the conclusion. 
The scientists analysed the level of soil moisture between 
1870 to 2016 to find out what exactly happened. 
According to them, there were six notable famines during 
this time frame and the Bengal Famine was the only one 
that could not be traced to any crop failures or deficit 
of soil moisture. 

78. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The central theme of the INA 
agitation was the of Britain’s right to decide a matter 
concerning Indians. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The campaign spread over a 
wide area of the country and witnessed the participation 
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of diverse social groups and political parties. While the 
nerve centres of the agitation were Delhi, Bombay, 
Calcutta, Madras, United Provinces towns and Punjab, 
the campaign spread to distant places such as Coorg, 
Baluchistan and Assam. The forms of participation 
included fund contributions made by many people—
from film stars, municipal committees, Indians living 
abroad and gurudwaras to tongawallas; participation 
in meetings; shopkeepers closing shops; political groups 
demanding release of prisoners; contributing to INA 
funds; student meetings and boycott of classes; organising 
kisan conferences; and All India Women’s Conference 
demanding the release of INA prisoners. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The INA Defense Committee, 
was a board set up by the Indian National Congress in 1945 
to secure those authorities of the Indian National Army 
who were to be charged during the INA fundamentals.  
 Bhulabhai Desai, Tej Pratap Sapru, and Jawahar Lal 
Nehru were the advocates appointed by the Indian 
National Congress. 

79. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The plan aimed at grouping of 
existing provincial assemblies into three sections based 
on religion 
1. Section-A Madras, Bombay, Central Provinces, 

United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa (Hindu-majority 
provinces) 

2. Section-B Punjab, North-West Frontier Province and 
Sindh (Muslim-majority provinces) 

3. Section-C Bengal and Assam (Muslim-majority 
provinces) 

Statement 2 is correct. The Congress perceived the 
grouping as optional and hence, against the creation of 
Pakistan. They also believed that one constituent assembly 
was aimed; and the League no longer had a veto. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Muslim League believed 
Pakistan to be implied by the plan in compulsory 
grouping of provinces. 
Statement 4 is correct. A constituent assembly was 
to be elected by provincial assemblies by proportional 
representation (voting in three groups—General, 
Muslims, Sikhs). This constituent assembly would be a 
389-member body with provincial assemblies sending 
292, chief commissioner’s provinces sending 4, and 
princely states sending 93 members. 
Source Spectrum by Rajiv Ahir A Brief History of Modern 
India (2018) Ch-24 Post War National Scenario 

80. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The modern political 
consciousness was late in developing among the Muslims 
and the dominance of traditional reactionary elements 
over the Muslim masses helped a communal outlook to 
take root among them. As the number of educated persons 

and men of trade and industry among the Muslims was 
rather small, it was easy for the reactionary big landlords 
and the richer classes to continue to wield influence over 
the Muslim masses and communalise them for their own 
vested interests. 
Statement 2 is correct. Reform movements such as the 
Wahabi Movement among Muslims and Shuddhi among 
Hindus with their militant overtones made the role of 
religion more vulnerable to communalism. Reforms, at 
times, were seen as a process of insulating one community 
from the influence of another religious community which 
led to growth of communalism. 
Statement 3 is correct. In the wake of a united Hindu-
Muslim front observed in the revolt of 1857, the British 
since sought to implement the policy of divide and rule 
so as to destroy any Hindu-Muslim unity from even 
developing and hence protect and further the interests 
of the British ruling classes over the subjugated Indian 
masses. The government gave concessions, favours and 
reservations to Muslims which alienated the Hindus. 
Statement 4 is correct. Initially suggested by imperialist 
historians and later adopted by some chauvinist Indian 
historians, the communal interpretation of Indian 
history portrayed the ancient phase as the Hindu phase 
and the medieval phase as the Muslim phase. The conflicts 
of ruling classes during the medieval phase were distorted 
and exaggerated as Hindu-Muslim conflicts. It was in the 
interests of the British and communal historians to refuse 
to acknowledge the notion of a composite culture in India. 
Source Spectrum by Rajiv Ahir A Brief History of Modern 
India (2018) Ch-24 Post War National Scenario 

81. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. As a reaction to the three 
upsurges of 1945-46, the British decision to send a 
parliamentary delegation to India (November 1946) and 
Cabinet Mission was taken in January 1946. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. On December 1, 1946, the 
government announced that only those INA members 
accused of murder or brutal treatment of fellow 
prisoners and not all INA soldiers would be brought to 
trial. Also, the imprisonment sentences passed against the 
first batch were remitted in January 1947. 
Statement 3 is correct. Indian soldiers were withdrawn 
from Indo-China and Indonesia by February 1947. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. The setting of a constituent 
assembly was not announced as part of these concessions.  

82. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Freedom Army or Mukti Sena 
refers to the organized military force formed by Subhash 
Chandra Bose in Germany with the help of Adolf Hitler 
in 1941. 
Statement 2 is correct. It did not consist of all the 
prisoners of war of Indian origin captured by the axis 
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powers during World War II but only those captured by 
Italy and Germany. Axis powers during the second world 
war included Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Dresden, Germany and not 
Singapore was made the office of the Freedom Army. 

83. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. In February 1943, Gandhi 
started a fast to protest against Government’s 
propaganda that the responsibility of disturbances 
after Quit India resolution was that of Congress. In 
05-07 May, 1941, Gandhi undertook fasting because of 
communal riots in Bombay and Ahmedabad. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Only three members and not all 
the members of the viceroy’s executive council resigned as 
a sign of support to Gandhi’s fast of 1943. Also, various 
protests by the people were organised at home and abroad 
through hartals, demonstrations and strikes. 

84. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Lakshmi Swaminathan served as the commander of the 
all-woman regiment in the Indian National Army. On 
October 21, 1943, Subhash Bose formed the Provisional 
Government for Free India at Singapore and Lakshmi 
Swaminathan (later married as Lakshmi Sahgal) was the 
Minister in Charge of Women’s Department. She held this 
position over and above her command of the Rani Jhansi 
Regiment. 
She joined the Indian Independence League formed by 
veteran freedom fighter Rashbehari Bose in 1941. 

85. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
The Muslim League accepted the long-term plan put 
forward by the Cabinet Mission on June 6, 1946. On July 
10, 1946, J L Nehru stated, “The big probability is that 
there would be no grouping as NWFP and Assam would 
have objections to joining sections B and C.” On July 29, 
1946, the Muslim League withdrew its acceptance of 
the long-term plan in response to Nehru’s statement and 
gave a call for “direct action” from August 16 to achieve 
Pakistan. 
On July 10, 1946, J L Nehru stated, “We are not bound 
by a single thing except that we have decided to go into 
the Constituent Assembly (implying that the Constituent 
Assembly was sovereign and would decide the rules of 
procedure).” 
Source A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir - 
Post-War National Scenario 474 

86. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Unionist Party was formed by 
Fazl-i-Hussain in 1923. Other leaders include Lai Chand, 
Sikander Hyat, Khizr Hyat Khan Tiuana and Firoz 
Khan Noon. The Unionist Party mainly represented the 

interests of the landed gentry and landlords of Punjab, 
which included Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs. 
Statement 2 is correct. In Punjab, the colonial rulers lent 
a helping hand to Fazl-i-Husain to form and organize a 
rural party for various reasons: 
1. To work up Montague reforms; 
2. Safeguard British interest in the new legislative 

council; 
3. Forcefully oppose and check the rapid growth of 

national movement; 
4. Keep the peasantry and landed aristocracy, the 

“faithful supporters” of the Raj contented and 
5. To provide a discontented land-owning class and loyal 

sections a political platform to raise their grievances. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. It was not a communal party, 
though Muslims dominated it. Its character remained 
largely secular. It was a confluence of all communities. 
That is why, the Unionist party called its creed as “the 
creed of humanity and human brotherhood”.  

87. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. The defence of the INA 
prisoners in the court was organized by Bhulabhai Desai, 
Tej Bahadur Sapru, K.N. Katju, J L Nehru and Asaf Ali. 
They appeared in court at the historic Red Fort trials. 

88. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
All the Statements are correct. The government’s change 
attitude after Second World War was dictated by the 
following major factors: 
1. The end of the War resulted in a change in balance 

of global power—the UK was no more a big power 
while the USA and USSR emerged as superpowers, 
both of which favoured freedom for India. 

2. In July 1945, Labour Party formed the government in 
Britain. Clement Attlee took over as the new prime 
minister and Pethick Lawrence as the new secretary 
of state for India. The new Labour government was 
more sympathetic to Indian demands. 

3. There was an anti-imperialist wave in South-East 
Asia—in Vietnam and Indonesia—resisting efforts to 
replant French and Dutch rule there. 

89. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Rashbehari Bose was elected the 
president of the Indian Independence League in June 
1942. He mobilised Indian soldiers taken as prisoners of 
war by the Japanese forces for an armed rebellion against 
the British colonial rule. 
Statement 2 is correct. During the First World War, 
Rashbehari Bose was involved as one of the leading 
figures of the Ghadr Revolution. Bose met Bagha Jatin 
to discuss the possibilities of an all-India armed rising of 
1857 type. 



Workbook 152

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

Statement 3 is correct. Bagha Jatin asked Rashbehari 
Bose to take charge of Upper India part of Jugantar that 
was aiming to bring about an all-India insurrection. 
Statement 4 is correct. As the plan for revolution did not 
succeed, Rashbehari Bose escaped to Japan in 1915. In 
Japan, Rashbehari Bose became a naturalized citizen. He 
founded the Indian Club of Tokyo to make the Japanese 
aware about the Indian independence movement. 
Statement 5 is incorrect. Subash Chandra Bose is 
associated with the Forward Bloc. He formed it in 
May, 1939 at Makur (Unnao) as a new party within the 
Congress. 
Source A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir - 
First Phase of Revolutionary Activities (1907-1917) 286, 
287, Quit India Movement, Demand for Pakistan, and the 
INA 458 

90. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The ‘Quit India resolution’ did 
not made such an appeal to all government servants to 
resign from their services. In fact, Mahatma Gandhi’s 
general instructions to government servants during the 
Quit India Movement were not to resign but to declare 
their allegiance to the Congress. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Revolutionary nationalists 
actively participated in the movement. By the end of 
September, 1942, the Movement was under the control 
of revolutionary nationalists when all important leaders 
were arrested and the movement became leaderless. E.g., 
Jayprakash Narayan formed Azad Dasta in the jungles 
of Nepal and trained the guerillas in storming the jails. 
The revolutionaries also succeeded in setting up parallel 
governments at many places. 
Statement 3 is correct. Various committees of Congress 
like The Congress working Committee, the All-India 
Congress Committees and the Provincial Congress 
Committees were declared unlawful associations during 
this movement under the criminal law amendment Act 
of 1908. 
Source Spectrum Revised edition 2019 Chapter-23 Quit 
India movement, Demand for Pakistan and INA page-
449, 450 
Tata McGraw Hill publication Chapter-8 Quit India 
movement page- 8.20, 8.21 

91. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
The correct chronological sequence of the above events 
is - 
1. In May, 1939, Bose and his followers formed the 

Forward Bloc (at Makur, Unnao) as a new party 
within the Congress. But when he gave a call for an 
all-India protest on July 9 against an AICC resolution, 
the Congress Working Committee took disciplinary 
action against Bose. 

2. On October 21, 1943, Subhash Bose formed 
the Provisional Government for Free India at 
Singapore with H.C. Chatterjee, M.A. Aiyar, Lakshmi 
Swaminathan, etc. This provisional government 
declared war on Britain and the United States and was 
recognized by the Axis powers. 

3. C. Rajagopalachari prepared a formula for congress-
League co-operation in 1944. It was a tacit acceptance 
of the League’s demand for Pakistan. The main points 
in the plan were - (1) Muslim League to endorse 
congress demand for independence and (2) After 
the end of the war, the entire population of Muslim 
majority areas in the North-West and North-East 
India to decide by a plebiscite, whether or not to form 
a separate sovereign state. 

4. A conference was convened by the viceroy, Lord 
Wavell, at Shimla in June 1945. It put forward the 
Wavell Plan which proposed that, with the exception 
of the governor-general and the commander-in-
chief, all members of the executive council were to 
be Indians. It also proposed that caste Hindus and 
Muslims were to have equal representation in the 
governor-general’s executive council. 

Source Spectrum Revised edition 2019 Chapter-22 
Nationalist response in the wake of World war-II page-
420, 438, 440, 454 

92. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
There were various circumstances which led Subhas 
Chandra Bose to resign from the post of INC’s President. 
They are as given below - 
1. Bose’s differences with the members of Congress 

working committees with respect to negotiations 
with the British government on the matter of 
federation. 

2. Bose wanted an immediate struggle led by Gandhi, 
whereas Gandhi was firm in his belief that the time 
was not ripe for struggle. The problem was that 
ideologically Gandhi and Bose were on different 
platforms. Gandhi was not willing to lead a Congress 
struggle based on the radical lines preferred by Bose, 
even as Bose was not willing to compromise on his 
ideas. 

3. Bose had misjudged the support he had got in his 
election. Even the socialists and the communists for 
the most part were not keen on a split in the Congress. 
They realised that a split would reduce the Left to a 
splinter group. They preferred a united Congress led 
by Gandhi. 

In the circumstances, Bose resigned from the president’s 
post in April 1939. 
In May, Bose and his followers formed the Forward 
Bloc as a new party within the Congress. But when he 
gave a call for an all-India protest on July 9 against an 
AICC resolution, the Congress Working Committee 
took disciplinary action against Bose in August 1939, he 
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was removed from the post of president of the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee. 
Thus, formation of the Forward Bloc was not among 
reasons for the resignation of Subhash Chandra Bose 
as the President of the Indian National Congress 
(INC), as it was formed after he stepped down from the 
presidency. 
Source Spectrum Revised edition 2019 Chapter-22 
Nationalist response in the wake of World war-II page-
418 to 420 

93. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
The correct chronological sequence of the above events 
is - 
1. The World war-II began on September 1, 1939, when 

Nazi Germany invaded Poland. Then Britain and 
France declared war on Germany in response to it. 

2. Lahore resolution for the separate state of Muslim 
was passed by the Muslim League in March 1940. 
It called for grouping of geographically contiguous 
areas where Muslims are in majority into independent 
states. 

3. August offer of 1940 was proposed by the Viceroy 
Lord Linlithgow to seek cooperation of the Indians. It 
proposed the dominion status to India and expansion 
of Viceroy’s executive council. 

4. Individual Satyagraha by selected individuals 
towards the end of 1940. The demand of the satyagrahi 
would be the freedom of speech against the war 
through an anti-war declaration. 

94. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Option b is incorrect. Hinduism was not part of the 
curriculum of New Talim. It had no relation to sectional 
religion. If it could be called religious, it was universal 
religion from which all sectional religions were derived 

95. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Wardha resolution of 
1939 did not offer unconditional support to the British 
government in its war efforts. The CWC resolution 
condemned Fascist aggression. It said that (i) India 
could not be party to a war being fought, on the face of 
it, for democratic freedom, while that freedom was being 
denied to India; (ii) if Britain was fighting for democracy 
and freedom, it should be proved by ending imperialism 
in its colonies and establishing full democracy in India. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. At the same time, the Congress 
also decided not to launch a mass movement, as it did not 
want to take advantage of Britain’s difficulty during the 
war. 

96. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 

Option d is incorrect. During the movement, 
bureaucrats and upper classes remained largely loyal to 
the Government. Government officials, especially those 
belonging to 
lower levels in police and administration, participated 
resulting in erosion of government loyalty. 

97. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. There were two basic parameters 
of the Nehruvian approach: ‘the tribal areas have to 
progress’ and ‘they have to progress in their own way’. 
He laid down five fundamental principles in the name of 
Tribal Panchsheel. 
First, the tribals should develop along the lines of their 
own genius; there should be no imposition or compulsion 
from outside. 
Statement 2 is correct. Second, tribal rights in land and 
forests should be respected and no outsider should be 
able to take possession of tribal lands. 
Third, it was necessary to encourage the tribal languages 
which ‘must be given all possible support and the 
conditions in which they can flourish must be safeguarded’. 
Statement 3 is correct. Fourth, for administration, 
reliance should be placed on the tribal people themselves, 
and administrators should be recruited from amongst 
them and trained. 
Statement 4 is correct. Fifth, there should be no over-
administration of tribal areas. The effort should be to 
administer and develop the tribals’ through them own 
social and cultural institutions. 

98. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement b is correct. The Azad Hind Fauz crossed 
the Burma border, and stood on Indian soil on March 
18, 1944. The INA units subsequently advanced up to 
Kohima and Imphal. On April 14, Colonel Malik of the 
Bahadur Group hoisted the INA flag for the first time 
on the Indian mainland at Moirang, in Manipur (where 
the INA Memorial Complex stands today) to enthusiastic 
cries of “Jai Hind” and “Netaji Zindabad”. For three 
months the INA carried out military administration 
duties at Moirang before it was taken over by the Allied 
forces. 

99. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The aims of launching individual 
satyagraha were— 
1. to show that nationalist patience was not due to 

weakness 
2. to express people’s feeling that they were not interested 

in the war and that they made no distinction between 
Nazism and the double autocracy that ruled India 

3. to give another opportunity to the government to 
accept Congress’ demands peacefully 
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Statement 2 is correct. Gandhi decided to initiate a 
limited Satyagraha on an individual basis by a few selected 
individuals in every locality. The demand of a Satyagrahi 
would be for the freedom of speech to preach against 
participation in the War. The Satyagrahi would publicly 
declare: ‘It is wrong to help the British war-effort with 
men or money. The only worthy effort is to resist all war 
with non-violent resistance.’ It aims to express people’s 
feeling that they were not interested in the war and that 
they made no distinction between Nazism and the double 
autocracy that ruled India. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. This was not the reason for 
launching the individual satyagraha. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. This was also not the reason that 
led Gandhi to launch the individual satyagraha. 

100. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: In December 1920, at the 
Nagpur session of the Indian National Congress, the 
programme of non-cooperation was endorsed. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: Simon commission was 
appointed in 1927. The demands of NCM included 
redressal of Punjab wrongs and attainment of Swaraj. 
The movement was also closely associated with the 
Khilafat movement. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: Peasants’ participation was 
massive. The movement gave an opportunity to the toiling 
masses to express their real feelings against the British 
as well as against their Indian masters and oppressors 
(landlords and traders) . 

101. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement d is correct: The workers were demanding 
a 50% raise in wages to deal with price inflation due to 
World War I. However, the mill owners were ready to give 
only a 20% hike. This led to a standoff between both the 
parties and a mill strike. Gandhi persuaded both parties 
to agree to a reasonable 35% wage increase in the end.

102. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Option c is correct: Mahatma Gandhi’s first main civil 
rights fight started in 1906 when the Government enacted 
legislation making it compulsory for Indians to take out 
certificates of registration which held their fingerprints.

103. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Option b is correct: During the movement, the 
participants were supposed to work for Hindu-Muslim 
unity and for removal of untouchability, all the time 
remaining non-violent. 

104. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct 

Dr. B. R Ambedkar was appointed by the Bombay 
Legislative Council to work with the Simon Commission. 
He argued for universal adult franchise for both 
males and females alike; for provincial autonomy in 
the provinces and dyarchy at the centre. On behalf 
of the Bahishkrita Hitakarini Sabha, he submitted a 
memorandum on the rights and safeguards required for 
the depressed classes. He demanded political protection 
of the depressed classes and representation on the same 
basis as the Mohammedan minority. 

105. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. There was a sharp increase 
in demand for Indian goods in Britain as production 
capabilities in Britain itself were diverted to the war 
effort. Accelerating prices benefitted Indian industry, and 
the long nationalist campaign for the state to support 
Indian industrialization began to bear fruit. 
Statement 2 is correct. Formation of USSR in 1922 after 
the war led to rise of communism in India manifested 
by the formation of CPI (Communist party of India) in 
1925 and thus imparted a socialist influence on freedom 
struggle.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Atlantic Charter was not 
signed after the first world war, it was signed after the 
Second world war.
Statement 4 is incorrect. Farm prices rose at a slower 
pace than industrial prices. The internal terms of trade 
moved against agriculture. This trend continued for 
most of the next few decades, and especially during the 
collapse in global commodity prices during the Great 
Depression. 

106. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Praja Mandal Movement was the organisation started 
by the people of princely state with the agenda of 
improving their civil and political rights. Activists of the 
movement implemented the constructive programmes 
of the Indian National Movement in their princely 
states by establishing schools, using khadi, encouraging 
cottage industries and fighting against the practices like 
untouchability. 

107. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is the correct answer
There were multiple reasons for withdrawal of Non-
Cooperation Movement.
Statement 1 is correct. In 1922, a village named Chauri-
Chaura witnessed a major act of violence. Gandhiji, 
not happy with the increasingly violent trend of the 
movement, immediately announced the withdrawal of 
the movement.
Statement 2 is correct. With time, the movement started 
showing signs of fatigue. This was natural as it is not 
possible to sustain any movement at a high pitch for 
very long.
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Statement 3 is correct. The central theme of the 
agitation—the Khilafat question—also dissipated soon. 
In November 1922, the people of Turkey rose under 
Mustafa Kamal Pasha and deprived the sultan of 
political power. Turkey was made a secular state. Thus, 
the Khilafat question lost its relevance. 

108. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Only the brave and strong 
could practice Satyagraha. It was not for the weak and 
coward.
Statement 2 is correct. In Satyagraha, self-suffering 
is willingly accepted by the Satyagrahi himself with 
the specific intentions of the moral persuasion of the 
enemy. 
Statement 3 is correct. A true satyagrahi should never 
bow before the evil, whatever the consequence. He 
should be ready to accept suffering in his struggle against 
the wrong-doer.
Statement 4 is incorrect. Satyagraha is often equated 
with demonstrations with shouting of slogan, fasting, 
and strike with boycott, but this is not satyagraha. 

109. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Gandhi ji said that he would 
engage the league if he could carry the members with 
him in activities such as the 
1. promotion of Swadeshi, 
2. Hindu- Muslim unity, with special reference to 

Khilafat, 
3. acceptance of Hindustani as the national “lingua 

franca” and
4.  linguistic distribution of provinces.
Statement 2 is correct. He proposed to treat the Home 
Rule League as a non-party organization and consider 
the congress of which the League was an auxillary as a 
national organization providing a platform for all parties.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Gandhi didn’t expect the 
League to follow him in Civil disobedience methods. 
He expected truth and honesty in political life accepted 
and acted upon by the All-India Home Rule league.

110. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. It was Gandhiji’s first sayagraha 
(1917) in India after his arrival from south Africa 
(1915) . 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Gandhi ji was invited by a 
local peasant leader Rajkumar Shukla to look into the 
problems of the farmers.
Statement 3 is correct. The European planters had been 
forcing the peasants to grow indigo on 3/20 part of the 
total land (15%) called the Tinkathia system.
Statement 4 is correct. When towards the end of the 
19th century German synthetic dyes replaced indigo, the 

European planters demanded high rents and illegal 
dues from the peasants in order to maximize their profits 
before the peasants could shift to other crops.

111. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Swarajists wanted an 
end to the boycott of legislative councils to use these 
councils as arena of political struggle to arouse popular 
enthusiasm. Whereas the No-Changers opposed council 
entry and advocated concentration on constructive work. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: Swarajists were led by C.R. Das 
and Motilal Nehru. C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru formed 
the Congress-Khilafat Swarajya Party in 1923. No 
Changers were led by C. Rajagopalachari, Vallabhbhai 
Patel, Rajendra Prasad and M.A. Ansari.

112. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
 Swarajists were split on communal and Responsivist-Non-
responsivist lines by 1924. The Responsivists among the 
Swarajists were led by Lala Lajpat Rai, Madan Mohan 
Malaviya and N.C. Kelkar. They advocated cooperation 
with the Government and holding of office wherever 
possible to protect the so-called Hindu interests. 
Non-responsivists like Motilal Nehru did not favour 
joining the council. The communal elements accused 
Motilal Nehru as anti-Hindu.

113. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
 Muddiman Committee or the Reforms Enquiry Committee 
was a committee appointed by the Government of India 
in early 1924. It was appointed to make an empirical 
investigation into the working of the Constitution as 
set up in 1921 under the India Act of 1919, and making 
appropriate recommendations for the consideration 
of the authorities. The immediate background to the 
committee was the mounting political unrest on the 
dyarchy issue of the Constitution.

114. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Kheda satyagraha was the first 
non-cooperation movement started by Gandhi ji in 
1918. 
Statement 2 is correct. Young nationalists like Sardar 
Patel and Indulal Yagnik were attracted towards the 
Satyagraha started by Gandhi ji. Others like Narahari 
Parikh, Mohanlal Pandya and Ravi Shankar Vyas were 
also involved. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Kheda satyagraha was 
launched to force the British Government to provide 
remission of land revenue to the peasants of Kheda. It was 
because the crops in Kheda district of Gujarat had failed 
and according to the Revenue Code, if the yield was less 
than one-fourth the normal produce, the farmers were 
entitled to remission. But authorities were not willing 
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to provide remission to farmers. So, Gandhi asked the 
farmers not to pay the taxes.

115. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Rowlatt act was a part of carrot and 
stick policy followed by colonial British government to 
suppress the dissatisfaction among the nationalists. In 
1919, Government of India Act, 1919 was introduced as 
the carrot and Rowlatt Act as the stick.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Rowlatt act was passed in 
March 1919 whereas the Jallianwala Bagh massacre 
happened on 13 April, 1919.
Statement 3 is correct. Anarchical and Revolutionary 
Crimes Act, 1919 was popularly known as Rowlatt 
act. This act authorized the government to imprison any 
person without trial and conviction in a court of law, thus 
suspending the right of habeas corpus.

116. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. A large unarmed crowd 
gathered in Jallianwala Bagh on April 13, 1919 against 
the arrest of Saifuddin Kitchlew and Dr Satyapal by the 
British officials.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Rabindranath Tagore 
renounced his knighthood in protest for Jallianwalla 
Bagh mass killing. Whereas, Gandhi ji gave up the title 
of Kaiser-i-Hind.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Brigadier-General Reginald 
Dyer ordered his troops to open fire on peaceful protesters 
in Jallianwalla Bagh. Whereas Sir Michael O’Dwyer was 
Lieutenant Governor of Punjab.

117. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Pair 1 is correctly matched. During Civil Disobedience 
Movement, K. Kelappan, a Nair Congress leader famed 
for the Vaikom Satyagraha, organized salt marches in 
Malabar Region.
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched. Under Gopalbandhu 
Chaudhuri, a Gandhian leader, salt satyagraha proved 
effective in the coastal regions of Orissa - Balasore, 
Cuttack and Puri districts. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. In Tamil Nadu, C. 
Rajagopalachari organized a march in April 1930 from 
Thiruchirapalli to Vedaranniyam on the Tanjore coast to 
break the salt law. 

118. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct 
Statement 1 is incorrect: The Hunter ccommittee 
consisted of both Indian and British members. There 
were three Indians among the members, namely, Sir 
Chimanlal Harilal Setalvad, Pandit Jagat Narayan and 
Sardar Sahibzada Sultan Ahmad Khan.
Statement 2 is incorrect: The Hunter Committee did 
not impose any penal or disciplinary action on General 

Dyer. In the House of Lords, most of parliamentarian 
favoured Dyer and the house passed a motion in his 
support. And the Morning Post is reported to have raised 
a sum of 26,000 pounds for Dyer.

119. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. At the Nagpur session, 1920 of 
the Indian National Congress following agenda was set: 
1. The programme of non-cooperation was endorsed. 
2. Congress decided to have the attainment of swaraj 

through peaceful and legitimate means, thus 
committing itself to an extraconstitutional mass 
struggle. 

Statement 2 is correct. A congress working committee 
(CWC) of 15 members was set up to lead the Congress 
from now onwards; provincial congress committees on 
linguistic basis were organized; ward committees were 
organized; and entry fee was reduced to four annas.

120. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is the correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. In the Non-Cooperation 
movement. Women participated in large numbers and 
took active part in picketing of shops selling foreign 
cloth and liquor. They gave up purdah and offered their 
ornaments for the Tilak Fund. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The economic boycott received 
support from the Indian business group because they 
had benefited from the nationalists’ emphasis on the use 
of swadeshi.
Statement 3 is correct. The massive participation of 
Muslims and the maintenance of communal unity, 
despite the events like Moppila Uprisings, were great 
achievements of Non-Cooperation Movement. In many 
places, two-thirds of those arrested were Muslims, and 
such type of participation had neither been seen in the 
past nor would be seen in the future.

121. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct: In 1916, Lucknow Pact was 
signed between Congress and Muslim league. Under this 
pact, Congress accepted the Muslim League’s demand 
of separate electorates for Muslims. 
Statement 2 is correct: In 1928, Jinnah rejected the 
Nehru report of constitutional reforms as it did not 
accommodate the interest of Muslims. So, in march 
1929, Jinnah proposed the fourteen point demands to 
protect the interest of Muslims. 

122. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: Tinkathia system is associated 
with Indigo plantation in Champaran, Bihar. Kheda 
Satyagraha is associated with request by peasants of 
Kheda in Gujarat for suspension for revenue assessment 
for the year 1919 due to drought in the region. 
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Statement 2 is incorrect: Gandhi undertook a fast 
unto death to strengthen the workers’ resolve during 
the Ahmedabad Mill strike and not during Kheda 
satyagraha.

123. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
1. Champaran Satyagraha was organised in 1917 

against the tinkathia system imposed by the European 
indigo planters. 

2. Kheda Satyagraha was organised by peasants of 
Kheda, Gujarat in 1918. 

3. The Bardoli satyagraha was started in 1926 in Surat 
(Gujarat) when the authorities decided to increase the 
land revenue by 30%. 

4. All India Kisan Sabha was founded in Lucknow 
in 1936 with Swami Sahjanand Saraswati as the 
president. 

124. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: All the elected Indian members 
of the Imperial Legislative Council voted against the 
bill but they were in a minority and easily overruled by 
the official nominees. All the elected Indian members 
resigned in protest. 
Statement 2 is correct: The act allowed political activists 
to be tried without juries or even imprisoned without 
trial. It allowed arrest of Indians without warrant on the 
mere suspicion of ‘treason’. 
Statement 3 is correct: Gandhi called the Rowlatt Act as 
the “Black Act”. Gandhi organised a Satyagraha Sabha 
and roped in younger members of Home Rule Leagues 
and the Pan Islamists. 

125. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Lala Lajpat Rai founded Hindu 
Relief movement in 1897 to provide help to the famine-
stricken people and thus preventing them falling into the 
clutches of the missionaries. He later founded the Servants 
of People Society in 1921. 
Statement 2 is correct. Lala Lajpat Rai was initially not 
in favour of the policy of non-cooperation and was also 
against the boycott of schools. However, he later supported 
the movement and protested against its withdrawal in 
1922. 

126. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Gandhi was the president of the 
All-India Khilafat Committee. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: Although Gandhi was in favour 
of launching satyagraha and non-cooperation against 
the government on the Khilafat issue. But Tilak was 
opposed to having an alliance with Muslim leaders over 
a religious issue and he was also sceptical of satyagraha as 
an instrument of politics. 

127. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. At the first post-War Congress 
session in September 1945 at Bombay, a strong resolution 
was adopted declaring Congress support for the INA 
cause. Congress collected food and money for the 
soldiers. 
Statement 2 is correct. Jawaharlal Nehru in his speech 
at Srinagar in 1945 called for the judicious treatment 
of the INA soldiers under trial calling them “misguided 
patriots”. 

128. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: Belgaum session of the Congress 
in 1924 was the only session of Congress presided over 
by Mahatma Gandhi. At this session agreement between 
Swarajists and No Changers was reached to avoid a 1907-
type split in the Congress. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: Annie Besant was the first 
women to be President of the Congress in 1917 at 
Calcutta session. Sarojini Naidu was the second women 
President of the Congress. She was appointed the 
President of the Indian National Congress in 1925. 

129. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Bhagat Singh helped establish 
the Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha (1926) as an open 
wing of revolutionaries to carry out political work among 
the youth, peasants and workers, and it was to open 
branches in villages. 
Statement 2 is correct: Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and 
Rajguru were tried in the Lahore conspiracy case for 
allegedly killing British police officer John P Saunders. 

130. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: An all-white, seven-member 
Indian Statutory Commission, popularly known as the 
Simon Commission was set up in 1927. The exclusion of 
Indians from the commission was seen as a violation of 
the principle of self-determination, and as a deliberate 
insult to the self-respect of Indians. 
Statement 2 is correct: The Simon Commission 
published a two-volume report in May 1930. It proposed 
the abolition of dyarchy and the establishment of 
representative government in the provinces which 
should be given autonomy. 

131. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: According to the 
recommendations of the Montford Reforms (1921) , a 
Chamber of Princes (Narendra Mandal) was set up. The 
Butler Committee (1927) was set up to
examine the nature of relationship between the princely 
states and government. 
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Statement 2 is correct: Narendra Mandal was a 
consultative and advisory body having no say in the 
internal affairs of individual states and having no 
powers to discuss matters concerning existing rights and 
freedoms. 

132. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The Conservative Secretary of 
State for India, Lord Birkenhead, constantly talked of 
the inability of Indians to formulate a concrete scheme 
of constitutional reforms which had the support of wide 
sections of Indian political opinion. The subcommittee 
under the chairmanship of Motilal Nehru to draft a 
constitution was in response to this challenge. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: The report recommended 
Dominion status. However, the younger section favored 
complete independence.
Statement 3 is incorrect: The Nehru Report confined 
itself to British India, as it envisaged the future link-up 
of British India with the princely states on a federal basis. 

133. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1. Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw a 
bomb in the Central Legislative Assembly on April 8, 1929 
to protest against the passage of the Public Safety Bill and 
Trade Disputes Bill. 
Statement 2. Chittagong Armoury Raid was conducted 
by Surya Sen and his associates. in April 1930. 
Statement 3. The most important action of the Hindustan 
Republican Association/Army was the Kakori robbery, 
which took place in August 1925.
Statement 4. Lala Lajpat Rai died due to lathi blows 
received during a lathi- charge on an anti-Simon 
Commission procession. In response, Bhagat Singh, 
Azad and Rajguru shot dead Saunders, the police 
official responsible for the lathicharge in Lahore in 
December 1928. 

134. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The major decisions taken at 
Lahore session,1929 were: 
1. The Round Table Conference was to be boycotted,
2.  Complete independence was declared as the aim of 

the Congress,
3.  Congress Working Committee was authorised to 

launch a programme of civil disobedience, 
4. January 26, 1930 was fixed as the first Independence 

(Swarajya) Day. 
Statements 2 and 3 are incorrect: Resolution on 
National Economic Programme and on Fundamental 
Rights were passed at Karachi session. 

135. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 

Deepavali Declaration (1929) is also Known as Irwin’s 
Declaration (1929) . The declaration was made in the 
form of an official communique in the Indian Gazette 
on October 31, 1929. It said: “I am authorised on behalf 
of His Majesty’s Government to state clearly that in their 
judgement it is implicit in the Declaration of 1917 that the 
natural issue of India’s constitutional progress as they 
contemplated is the attainment of Dominion status”.

136. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct: As early as 1930, Bose expressed 
the opinion that in India there should be “a synthesis of 
what modern Europe calls Socialism and Fascism. Bose 
believed in revolutionary methods to win independence. 
Bose, however, was not a Nazi or a Fascist, for he supported 
empowerment of women, secularism and other liberal 
ideas. Neither was Bose a communist, he considered 
himself a socialist.
Statement 2 is correct: Gandhi supported the varna 
system. He believed that the laws of caste were eternal, 
and were the base for social harmony. Gandhi’s goals for 
society were mainly three: eradicating untouchability, 
maintaining the varna distinctions of the caste system and 
strengthening tolerance, modesty and religiosity in India. 

137. Solution (d)
Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer.
Salt was chosen as the central formula in civil disobedience 
moment because it was a commodity that every Indian 
could relate to, be it poor, middle class, rich, Dalits 
all used salt alike. Gandhi ji wanted to make the people 
aware about the oppressive policies which in this case was 
the ban on manufacturing of salt. 

138. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Gandhi and all other members 
of the congress working committee (CWC) were 
released unconditionally on 25 January 1931, prior to 
the Gandhi-Irwin pact. 
Statement 2 is correct. The congress agreed to join the 
2nd round table conference to chalk out constitutional 
reforms. It was held on December 1, 1931.

139. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Surya Sen was selected as 
the President of the Chittagong District Congress 
Committee in 1918. He also took part in the non-
cooperation movement and continued working for 
congress for some time.
Statement 2 is correct. Surya Sen always used to say 
“Humanism is a special virtue of a revolutionary”. He 
believed that the ideals of Humanism must guide the 
activities of a revolutionary even in the path of violent 
movement in the cause of freedom for the motherland. 
Statement 3 is correct. Surya Sen organized an armoury 
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raid in Chittagong. The raid was quite successful and he 
hoisted the national flag and proclaimed a provisional 
revolutionary government. 

140. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Simon Commission 
recommended the abolition of diarchy and the 
establishment of representative government in the 
provinces. This recommendation was accepted by the 
Government of India Act, 1935.
Statement 2 is correct. Establishment of a federation of 
British India and princely states was also recommended 
by the Simon Commission. This provision was included 
in the Government of India Act of 1935, but never came 
into force.
Statement 3 is correct. The Commission also 
recommended continuation of communal electorates.

141. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct answer.
1. Recommendations of the Nehru Report:
2. Provinces on the linguistic basis. 
3. Complete dissociation of state from religion. 
4. Rejection of separate electorates. 
5. Joint electorates with reservation of seats for Muslims 

at the Centre and in provinces where they were in 
minority. 

6. Dominion status on lines of self-governing 
dominions as the form of government.

142. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Before the finalization of the 
Nehru Report by August 1928, a large number of 
Muslim leaders met at Delhi in December, 1927, at the 
Muslim League session and evolved four proposals for 
their demands for the draft constitution. These proposals 
came to be known as “Delhi Proposal”. 
Statement 2 is correct. The four proposals made in the 
document were –
1. Joint electorates in place of separate electorates with 

reserved seats for Muslims;
2. One-third representation to Muslims in Central 

Legislative Assembly;
3. Representation to Muslims in Punjab and Bengal in 

proportion to their population;
4. Formation of three new Muslim majority provinces - 

Sindh, Baluchistan and North-West Frontier Province.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The demands under “Delhi 
Proposal” put forward by the Muslim leaders were 
accepted in the Madras session (President – M.A. 
Ansari) of the Congress (December 1927) .

143. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.

The Purna Swaraj resolution stated that the British 
government has deprived the Indians of their freedom. 
It has also ruined India spiritually, economically, 
politically and culturally. Hence, the resolution called 
for severing connection with the British.
The resolution stated that spiritually, compulsory 
disarmament has made us unmanly. We cannot defend 
ourselves from any foreign aggression. We are even unable 
to defend our homes and families.

144. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The First Round Table Conference 
(Nov. 12, 1930–Jan. 19, 1931) had 73 representatives, 
from all Indian states and all parties except the  Indian 
National Congress. One of the major outcomes of the 
conference was that the federal principal was accepted 
by all, including the princes.
Statement 2 is correct. At the First Round Table 
Conference, it was also accepted that dominion status 
was to be the goal of constitutional development.

145. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
M. K. Gandhi
The “Duty of Disloyalty” article was written by M. K. 
Gandhi in the issue of Young India of March 27,1930. 
In it, he bluntly declared that there was no half-way house 
between active loyalty and active disloyalty. He added: 
“Indeed, loyalty to a state so corrupt is a sin, disloyalty 
a virtue.” In response to this call, there was a wave of 
inspiration among people. Several village officials resigned 
their posts and joined the march.

146. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Gaidinliu was just 13 when her 
cousin, Haipou Jadonang, introduced her to the Heraka 
movement. The movement apart from its religious 
aspects aimed at uniting people against British 
atrocities. Gaidinliu also took over the leadership of the 
Heraka movement for some time after her cousin was 
executed by the Britishers.
Statement 2 is correct. She led a revolt in the North East 
during the Civil Disobedience movement. 

147. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Lahore conspiracy case was 
about the murder of assistant superintendent Saunders 
and bomb manufacturing. Saunders was killed in 1928 
by Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Azad. 
Statement 2 is correct. Jatindra Nath Das was among 
those who were arrested in the Lahore conspiracy 
case. In the prison, he became the first martyr of the 
hunger strike organized by the revolutionaries for better 
treatment in prison.
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Statement 3 is correct. Some of the revolutionaries 
turned approvers in the case. These were Hans Raj Vohra, 
Jai Gopal and Phanindra Nath Ghosh. This helped the 
prosecution to convict the revolutionaries.

148. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: Gandhi was not in favor of office 
acceptance. He even did not attend a single election 
meeting of Congress.
Statement 2 is correct: Congress was not the largest 
party in Punjab and Sindh after the 1937 election. Apart 
from these in all other provinces it got the majority 
except in Assam, Bengal and NWFP where it was the 
largest party but shy of majority.
Statement 3 is incorrect: Congress ministries remained 
in power for 28 months (till 1939) . It finally resigned 
when British Government unilaterally made India a part 
of WW2 without consulting Congress leadership. 
After the resignation August Offer was proposed to get 
the support of Indian leaders.

149. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is the answer. 
Option A is correct: The choice of salt had no socially 
divisive implications like a no-rent campaign which 
would have alienated the landlords. 
Option B is correct: Like khadi, the salt offered to 
the urban populace the opportunity of a symbolic 
identification with mass suffering. 
Option C is incorrect: Revenue realised from the Salt 
Tax amounted at this time to £25,000,000 out of total 
revenue of about £800,000,000. Therefore, the salt tax 
did not account for large percentage of revenue of the 
government. 
Option D is correct: Tax on salt affected the starving 
millions, the sick, the maimed and the utterly helpless. 
Salt is a necessity. Therefore, Gandhi termed it as 
inhuman tax. 

150. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Pair 1 is incorrect: Mahatama Gandhi set up the All-
India Anti-Untouchability League in September 1932 
and started the weekly Harijan in January 1933. He 
propagated the removal of untouchability in all its forms. 
Pair 2 is correct: The Women’s Indian Association was 
founded at Adayar, Madras, in 1917 by Annie Besant, 
Margaret Cousins, Jeena Raja Dasa, Dr Muthulakshmi 
Reddy, Sister Subbalaskmi and Sarojini Naidu to 
liberate women from the deplorable conditions. 
Pair 3 is correct: Harijan Sevak Sangh is a non-profit 
organisation founded by Mahatma Gandhi in 1932 to 
eradicate untouchability in India, working for Harijan or 
Dalit people and upliftment of Depressed Class of India. 

151. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
The Communal Award was announced by the British 
prime minister, Ramsay MacDonald, on August 16, 1932. 
Through the Communal Award; Muslims, Europeans, 
Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo- Indians, depressed 
classes, women, and even the Marathas were to get 
separate electorates. Such an arrangement for the 
depressed classes was to be made for a period of 20 years. 
The depressed classes were to be declared/accorded the 
status of minority.

152. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: Communal Award was based 
on the findings of the Indian Franchise Committee 
(also called the Lothian Committee) . 
Statement 2 is incorrect: Though opposed to separate 
electorates, the Congress was not in favour of changing 
the Communal Award without the consent of the 
minorities. Thus, while strongly disagreeing with the 
Communal Award, the Congress decided neither to 
accept it nor to reject it. 

153. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: The Poona Pact was signed on 
September 24, 1932. It was signed by 23 people. Madan 
Mohan Malaviya signed it on behalf of Hindus and 
Gandhi, and Ambedkar on behalf of depressed classes. 
Statement 2 is correct: The Poona Pact abandoned the 
idea of separate electorates for the depressed classes. 
But the seats reserved for the depressed classes were 
increased from 71 to 147 in provincial legislatures and 
to 18 per cent of the total in the Central Legislature. 

154. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: Congress Socialist Party 
was formed in 1934 by Acharya Narendra Dev and 
Jayaprakash Narayan (1934) and Minoo Masani at 
Bombay. They represented a group of young Congressmen 
who were disenchanted with Gandhian strategy and 
leadership and attracted by socialist ideology.
Statement 2 is correct: Congress Socialist Party (SP) 
had its own constitution, membership, discipline and 
ideology. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: It remained within the 
Congress Party till March 1948. It was a left-wing group 
within the Congress Party.

155. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Bina Das took part in protests 
against the Simon Commission in 1928. She was a 
student of Bethune College of Calcutta at that time.
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Statement 2 is correct. She was deeply inspired by 
Subhash Chandra Bose. Bose was like a mentor to her, 
which is mentioned in her memoir.
Statement 3 is correct. In 1960, Government of India 
awarded her the Padma Shri for her contributions in 
social work. 

156. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Lord Reading (1921-1926) repealed the Press act of 
1910 and the Rowlatt act of 1919.
Lord Irwin (1926-31) announced the Deepavali 
declaration-that the objective of the British was to 
grant Dominion status to India. 
Lord Linlithgow (1936-44) announced the August offer 
to seek cooperation of India in WW2.

157. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct
The Attlee government announced in February 1946 the 
decision to send a high-powered mission of three British 
cabinet members (Pethick Lawrence, Secretary of State 
for India; Stafford Cripps, President of the Board of 
Trade; and A.V. Alexander, First Lord of Admiralty) 
to India to find out ways and means for a negotiated, 
peaceful transfer of power to India. (Pethick Lawrence 
was the chairman of the mission.) 

158. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Cabinet Mission was 
convinced that Pakistan was not viable and that the 
minorities’ autonomy must somehow be safeguarded 
within the framework of a united India. Therefore, it 
rejected the demand for full-fledged Pakistan. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. According to cabinet mission 
plan provinces were to have full autonomy and also the 
residual powers. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Mission provided for a 
common center controlling defense, foreign affairs and 
communications. 

159. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Congress demanded that 
the provinces should have the option to not join the 
Mission mandated sections and should have to power to 
choose its own section. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Mission Plan was ambivalent on 
whether grouping was compulsory or optional at the start. 
It declared that grouping was optional but sections 
were compulsory. This was a contradiction, which rather 
than removing, the Mission deliberately quibbled about in 
the hope of somehow reconciling the irreconcilable. 

160. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct

Statement 1 is incorrect. As per the Mountbatten Plan, 
the territories of India would be divided in to two 
dominions of India and Pakistan. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Legislative Assemblies of 
Bengal and Punjab would meet separately to vote for 
partition in separate groups of Hindus and Muslims. 
Statement 3 is correct. The fate of Sylhet and North West 
Frontier Province would be decided by referendum 
among the people in the provinces. 

161. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Plan meant a peaceful and 
quick transfer of power as it satisfied the demands of both 
the Congress and the Muslim League. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Congress wanted to assume 
power at the earliest so that it could bring stability in an 
environment of communal riots and instability. 
Statement 3 is correct. The acceptance of the Plan meant 
an early transfer of power and establishment of continuity 
and stability in the army and the bureaucracy. 

162. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The India Independence Act of 
1947 created two independent dominions of India and 
Pakistan. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The two dominions would have 
their own legislative assemblies and the Central Legislative 
Assembly and Council of States existing prior to the Act 
would be dissolved. 
Statement 3 is correct. In the transitional period, the two 
dominions would be governed by the provisions of the 
Government of India Act, 1935 

163. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Towards the end of 1940, Mahatma Gandhi decided to 
initiate a limited satyagraha on an individual basis by 
a few selected individuals in every locality. The aims of 
launching individual satyagraha were:
• to show that nationalist patience was not due to 

weakness;
• to express people’s feeling that they were not 

interested in the war and that they made no 
distinction between Nazism and the double autocracy 
that ruled India;

• to give another opportunity to the government to 
accept Congress’ demands peacefully.

Vinoba Bhave was the first to offer the satyagraha and 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the second. 

164. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Option a is correct: The aims of the Forward Bloc was 
to rally all the leftwing sections within the Congress. It 
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was a socialist political party which aims to develop an 
alternative leadership inside the Congress.
Option b is incorrect: The Forward Bloc was formed on 
May 3, 1939 by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Makur 
Unnao, Uttar Pradesh, after he was outmaneuvered by 
Gandhi at the Tripuri session of Congress (1939) .
The Haripura session of Congress had taken place in 
1938 and was presided over by Bose.
Option c is incorrect: Initially, it was formed as a faction 
within the Congress as it wanted to change the Congress 
from within. All the members of Forward Bloc had 
membership of Congress as well.
Option d is incorrect: The members of the Forward Bloc 
participated in underground activities during the Quit 
India Movement.

165. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. Although the congress 
supported the INA cause, but it did not officially 
supported the three upsurges because of their tactics 
and timings. In Gandhi’s opinion, the mutiny was badly 
advised: if they mutinied for India’s freedom, they were 
doubly wrong. 
Statement 2 is correct. These upsurges prompted the 
British to extend some concessions like- Indian soldiers 
were withdrawn from Indo-China and Indonesia by Feb 
1947, the decision to send a parliamentary delegation 
to India was taken, the decision to send the Cabinet 
mission was taken.

166. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statements 1 and 2 are correct.
Reasons for sending Cripps Mission to India:
1. Signing of Atlantic charter by the allies- which 

guaranteed the “ right of all people to choose the form 
of government under which they will live”. 

2. There was pressure on Britain from the allies (USA, 
USSR, China) to seek Indian cooperation in war 
against Japan.

3. There was a threat that Japanese would invade India 
and thus Indian support in war become crucial.

4. Indian nationalists had agreed to support if substantial 
power was transferred immediately and complete 
independence given after the war.

Statement 3 is incorrect. Strikes by RIN mutiny 
occurred in February 18, 1946. Cripps Mission was sent 
in March 1942.

167. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Under the Cripps mission, 
option was given to the provinces to have a separate 
constitution. Thus, it provided for a blue print for India’s 
partition.

Statement 2 is incorrect. Lord Linlithgow was the 
viceroy of India when Cripps Mission was sent to India.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Almost all groups and parties 
rejected the offers of Cripps mission. The congress 
objected to the offer of dominion status. The Muslim 
League criticized the idea of a single Indian Union. 
The Hindu Mahasabha criticized the basis of right to 
secede. The depressed classes thought that partition 
would leave them at the mercy of the caste Hindu.

168. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. During Quit India movement, 
huge repression was carried out. Agitating crowds were 
lathi-charged, tear gas was fired upon, the press was 
muzzled, but the martial law was not applied.
Statement 2 is incorrect. There were no communal 
clashes during the movement. Muslims helped by giving 
shelter to underground activists. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Quit India resolution was 
proposed by Jawaharlal Nehru and seconded by Sardar 
Patel. The Resolution was ratified at the Congress meeting 
at Gowalia Tank, Bombay, on August 8, 1942.

169. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. Aruna Asaf Ali, also 
known as the ‘Grand Old Lady’ of the Independence 
Movement, participated in the underground activities 
during the Quit-India movement. She gave the much-
needed push to the Quit India Movement by hoisting 
the Indian Flag at the Gowalia Tank ground.
Pair 2 is correctly matched. Jai Prakash Narayan 
organized an “Azaad Dasta” (freedom brigade) in Nepal 
for fighting the tyranny of British rule. 
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Biju Patnaik used air 
force transports to fly clandestine missions that carried 
freedom fighters like Ram Manohar Lohia from hideouts 
across India to secret meetings. He actively joined the 
Quit India movement in 1942 and collaborated with the 
underground leaders.

170. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Students, workers and peasants 
were the backbone of the Quit India movement while 
the upper classes and bureaucracy remained largely loyal 
to the British.
Statement 2 is incorrect. During the 1942 Quit India 
movement, Mahatma Gandhi gave ‘do or die’ slogan to 
the people of India in a final push to make the British quit.
Statement 3 is correct. The Quit India movement was 
also called a leaderless movement as this movement was 
left without leaders. Almost all the leaders got arrested.

171. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct



Workbook163

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

1. Lakshman Naik organized parallel government in 
Talcher (Orissa) .

2. Y. B Chauhan and Nana Patil organized parallel 
government named as Prati Sarkar in Satara 
(Maharashtra) 

3. Satish samant organized parallel government in 
Tamluk (Midnapur) named as Jatiya sarkar.

4. Chittu pandey organized parallel government in 
Balia (U. P.) . He got many congress leaders released.

172. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Communists did not join 
the Quit India movement in the wake of Russia being 
attacked by Nazi Germany. The communist began to 
support British war against Germany. Statement 2 
is incorrect. The Princely states showed a low-key 
response to the Quit India Movement.

173. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Cabinet Mission Plan 
proposed a unique federal set-up that it hoped would be 
acceptable to the Congress Party and the Muslim League. 
It rejected the Muslim League demand for a separate state 
of Pakistan and instead called for an Indian Union that 
consisted of British provinces and the Princely States.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Cabinet Mission Plan did 
not have provisions related to the enlargement of the 
powers of the Indian courts.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Cabinet Mission Plan did 
not have provisions related to increasing the Indians in 
the Indian Civil Service (ICS) .

174. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Chakravarti Rajagopalachari 
was openly disagreed with the Quit India movement. 
As a result, he was the only senior Congress leader not in 
jail at the time. 
Statement 2 is correct. C. Rajagopalachari (CR) 
prepared a formula for Congress-League cooperation 
in 1944. It aimed to solve the political deadlock between 
Congress and Muslim League.
Statement 3 is correct. Gandhi ji supported the 
Rajagopalachari formula. The formula got failed because 
Jinnah objected to it. Jinnah wanted the Congress to 
accept the two-nation theory.

175. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Main proposals of the Wavell’s plan were:
1. All members of the executive council were to 

be Indians except the Governor-General and 
commander in chief.

2. The Governor - General council would have equal 
representation from the caste - Hindus and the 
Muslims. 

3. The reconstructed council was to function as an 
interim government within the framework of 
Government of India act of 1935.

4. The Governor general was to exercise his veto on the 
advice of ministers. 

5. Possibilities were to kept open for negotiations on a 
new constitution once the war is over.

176. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Indian National Army (INA) 
was non-communal right from its formation. Hindus, 
Muslims and Sikhs were in all ranks and positions. It 
also had women battalion named after Rani Laxmibai of 
Jhansi.
Statement 2 is correct. Captain Mohan Singh of British 
Indian Army after leaving army formed INA on 
September 1, 1942. They were mostly prisoners of war 
handed over by the Japanese to Mohan Singh.
Statement 3 is correct. Rasbehari bose founded the 
Indian Independence League in 1942 in Tokyo. It 
was at a conference in Bangkok that it was decided to 
place INA under Indian Independence League whose 
chairman would be Rasbihari Bose himself. 

177. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. After the end of WWII, the 
balance of global power had changed and the UK was no 
more a big power while the USA and USSR emerged as 
superpowers, both of which favoured freedom for India. 
Statement 2 is correct. After the long years of WWII, 
British soldiers were weary and tired and it was evident 
to the British government that it was not possible to 
expect these forces to fight against any further resistance 
from Indian masses. 
Statement 3 is correct. The new Labour government 
was more sympathetic to Indian demands as well as was 
in hurry to solve the problem of Indian independence. 
Statement 4 is correct. Officials feared another 
Congress revolt, a revival of the 1942 situation but 
much more dangerous because of a likely combination 
of attacks on communications, agrarian revolts, labour 
trouble, army disaffection joined by government officials 
and the police in the presence of INA men with some 
military experience.

178. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The general INA agitation had 
wide geographical spread and not just the urban areas, 
it reached to the remotest villages of the country. The 
three upsurges which took place in the winter of 1945-46 
were, however, confined to urban centres and were also 
short-lived. 
Statement 2 is correct. Apart from the other prominent 
political parties (including Congress, Muslim League, 
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Communist Party, Unionists, Akalis, Justice Party, 
Hindu Mahasabha and the Sikh League) , leftist parties 
also supported INA prisoners. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Indian National Army 
trials (INA trials) were conducted between November 
1945 and May 1946. The Royal Indian Navy revolt 
encompasses a total strike and subsequent revolt by Indian 
sailors of the Royal Indian Navy on board ship and shore 
establishments at Bombay harbour on 18 February 1946. 

179. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Though certain sections of 
British people and political party like Labour party 
were sympathetic towards Indian cause, there were no 
such civilian movements nor was there such urgency in 
Britain for granting independence to Indians.
Statement 2 is correct. It was when the Allied powers 
faced reverses in Europe as well as in the South East 
Asia during the course of second world war that the 
British government took a more conciliatory stance 
towards Indian nationalists.
Statement 3 is correct. During the second world war, 
Indian nationalists had agreed to support the Allied 
cause if substantial power was transferred immediately 
and complete independence given after the war. 

180. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
C. Rajagopalachari proposed in a pamphlet, entitled 
‘The Way Out’, a solution for the constitutional 
deadlock through his doctrine of ‘Back to Cripps’. 
He suggested giving concession to the principle of self-
determination for minorities and states ‘in a plan for a 
free and independent constitution’.

181. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct: The Mountbatten Plan formed 
the basis for the India Independence Act, 1947 
which was passed by British Parliament. As per the 
Mountbatten Plan, the princely states were given freedom 
to accede to India or Pakistan. But, the British control 
over these kingdoms will be ended. 
Statement 2 is correct: According to Mountbatten plan, 
the legislative assemblies of Bengal and Punjab met 
and voted for the partition. The legislative assembly of 
Sind would decide whether to join the Indian constituent 
assembly or not. A referendum was to be held in NWFP 
(North-Western Frontier Province) and Sylhet district 
of Bengal to decide which dominion to join. It voted in 
favour of Pakistan.

182. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: During the transition period 
from 15 August 1947 to until a new constitution was 
adopted by each dominion, the governments of the two 

dominions of India and Pakistan were to carried based 
on Government of India Act, 1935.
Statement 2 is correct: As per the India Independence 
Act, 1947, British suzerainty over the princely states was 
to end. The princely states could decide to join either 
India or Pakistan or remain independent. 

183. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct: During Cripps Mission (1942) , 
autonomy of Muslim majority provinces was accepted 
by the leaders. Partition of India was accepted as an 
inevitable evil because congress failed to integrate 
Muslims into the nation. 
Statement 2 is correct: During Gandhi-Jinnah talks 
(1944) , Gandhi accepted the right of self-determination 
of Muslim-majority provinces. These talks were held on 
the basis of the Rajaji Formula or CR formula. 
Statement 3 is correct: Due to Failure of cabinet mission 
plan of 1946, Muslim League failed to achieve a separate 
Pakistan. On July 29, 1946, Muslim League launched a 
campaign of “direct action” from August 16 to achieve 
Pakistan. In view of the Congress, only an immediate 
transfer of power could forestall the spread of ‘direct 
action’ and communal violence. 

184. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct: Quit India movement was 
launched in 1942 due to failure of Cripps mission send 
by the Prime Minister Winston Churchill of Britain. 
Winston Churchill was Prime Minister of Britain during 
1940 to 1945.
Statement 2 is correct: In 1919, Jallianawala bagh 
incident took place. Winston Churchill was Secretary 
of State for War at that time in England. In the House of 
Commons, Churchill condemned what had happened 
at Amritsar. He called it “monstrous”.

185. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: Due to failure of Cabinet 
mission plan, Lord Mountbatten proposed the Dickey 
bird plan. This plan envisaged the transfer of power to 
separate provinces or to a confederation. These units 
along with the princely would have the option of joining 
India or Pakistan or remaining separate. 
Statement 2 is correct: Nehru rejected the plan 
right away and told him that this plan would invite 
Balkanization of India and would provoke conflict and 
violence. As result, Lord Mountbatten, the then viceroy of 
India, cancelled the plan. A new plan called Mountbatten 
Plan was formulated in 1947.
Statement 3 is correct: It was also called as Plan Balkan 
because the power transfer is done to each separate 
province or to a confederation.
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186. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct: On February 18, 1946 some 1100 
Royal Indian Navy (RIN) ratings of HMIS Talwar went 
on a strike to protest against
1. racial discrimination (demanding equal pay for 

Indian and white soldiers) 
2. unpalatable food
3. abuse by superior officers
4. arrest of a rating for scrawling ‘Quit India’ on HMIS 

Talwar
5. INA trials
6. use of Indian troops in Indonesia, demanding their 

withdrawal.
Statement 2 is correct: In the history of Indian struggle, 
the Royal Indian Navy Mutiny shook the foundation 
of the British empire and proved to be the last nail in 
the coffin of British colonial aspirations in India, thus 
compelling the colonial rulers to ponder over leaving 
Indian land as soon as possible.

187. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
The ‘Indian Independence League’ was established by 
Rash Bihari Bose in 1942 at Tokyo, Japan. I 
1. The Indian National Army trials were the British 

Indian trial by courts-martial of a number of officers of 
the Indian National Army (INA) between November 
1945 and May 1946. 

2. Attlee Statement was an announcement by Clement 
Attlee, the British Prime Minister on British intention 
of leaving the Indian subcontinent made on February 
20, 1947.

188. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: The chairman of the Cabinet 
Mission was Pethick Lawrence, Secretary of State for 
India. Stafford Cripps, president of the Board of Trade 
and A.V. Alexander, First Lord of Admiralty were the 
members of the mission.
Statement 2 is correct: The Cabinet Mission reached 
Delhi on March 24, 1946 during the tenure of Viceroy 
of India Lord Wavell. He served as Viceroy of India from 
1944-1947.

189. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
1. Haripura session of Indian National Congress was 

held in 1938. It was presided by Subhash Chandra 
Bose.

2. Pakistan Resolution was made in Lahore in March 
1940.

3. August Offer was announced in August 1940 by Lord 
Linlithgow.

4. Wavell Plan was brought out by the then viceroy, Lord 
Wavell, in 1945. 

190. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect: The Cabinet Mission Plan 
rejected the Muslim League’s demand for a separate 
state of Pakistan and instead called for an Indian Union 
that consisted of British provinces and the Princely States. 
Statement 2 is correct: The Plan provided that Provinces 
were to have full autonomy and residuary powers.

191. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct: The Wavell Plan advanced the 
proposal of dominion status placed under the Cripps 
Plan. The plan failed because of the deadlock between 
the Muslim League and the Congress over the issue of 
representation in the government. 
Statement 2 is correct: According to the Wavell Plan, an 
Indian would be appointed as the member for Foreign 
Affairs in the executive council. But the Viceroy will still 
control the department of finance along with foreign 
affairs and defence.

192. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Some of the Ministers of the Interim Government-
1. Jawaharlal Nehru- Vice President of the Executive 

Council, External Affairs and Commonwealth 
Relations.

2.  C.Rajagopalachari - Education
3. Rajendra Prasad- Agriculture and Food
4. Liaquat Ali Khan- Finance
5. Ghazanfar Ali Khan-Health
6. Vallabhbhai Patel- Home Affairs, Information and 

Broadcasting.
7.  Baldev Singh-Defence
8. Dr. John Mithai- Industries and Supplies 

193. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
The following series of events over the years were 
responsible for the development of Two-Nation Theory:
Statement 1 is correct: The Indian Councils Act 1909 
also known as the Morley-Minto gave separate electorate 
for the Muslims.
Statement 2 is correct: In 1928, Nehru Report on 
constitutional reforms as suggested by the Congress was 
opposed by Muslim and Sikh League. In response, Jinnah 
proposed Fourteen Points demanding separate electorates 
and reservation for Muslims in government service and 
self-governing bodies.
Statement 3 is correct: All India Muslim League 
established Pirpur Committee in November 1930 
to prepare a detailed report regarding the atrocities of 
the Congress Ministries (1937-1939) formed after the 
elections under the Government of India Act 1935 in 
different provinces. 
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Statement 4 is correct: On March 24, 1940, Muslim 
League passed the Pakistan Resolution at the Lahore 
session. 

194. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct 
Owing to political differences, Subhash Chandra Bose 
resigned from the Congress Presidentship in 1939 and 
organized the All India Forward Bloc (on 3 May 1939) a 
faction within the Indian National Congress in Bengal. 
Bose differed with Gandhi on the question whether to 
support the Britishers in the Second World War. 
 In England he appeared for the Indian Civil Service 
competitive examination in 1920, and came out fourth 
in order of merit. However, Subhas Chandra Bose was 
deeply disturbed by the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, and 
left his Civil Services apprenticeship midway to return to 
India in 1921.

195. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct: With passage of Government of 
India Act 1935, provincial elections were announced 
in 1937. Subhash, congress socialist and communist 
opposed office acceptance. They said it would negate the 
rejection of the act and assuming responsibility without 
power. Gandhi also opposed office acceptance initially 
but he was willing to give a trial. He did not attend even a 
single election meeting.
Statement 2 is correct: Subhash’s stands during 
WW2 was of not supporting either side and rather 
take advantage of it by immediately starting a civil 
disobedience movement.
Statement 3 is incorrect: Gandhi was not in favor of an 
immediate mass struggle due to underlying causes:
1. Allied cause was just
2. Lack of Hindu-Muslim unity
3. Congress organization was in shambles and masses 

were not ready

196. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: With start of WW2, Subhash 
Chandra Bose and socialist argued to take advantage of 
the condition and launch an immediate mass struggle. 
But congress was not willing to support it so he proposed 
a parallel congress but Congress Socialist Party and 
Communist Party of India differed with Bose on this.
Statement 2 is correct: In 1942, a Provisional Indian 
Government was setup by Subhas Chandra Bose in 
Singapore and later shifted to Rangoon in 1944. This was 
done with the help of Rashbehari Bose and POWs from 
Burma, Malaya and Singapore. It was recognized by Axis 
powers.

197. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct

Statement 1 is incorrect: After the rejection of August 
Offer, government issued various ordinances to take 
away freedom of speech, that of press etc. Gandhi was 
given back the leadership of Congress to launch a mass 
struggle. But keeping the conditions in mind he launched 
a limited satyagraha on an individual basis by a few 
selected individuals. 
Statement 2 is correct: The demand of a satyagrahi 
would be freedom of speech against the war through 
an anti-war declaration. If the government did not arrest 
satyagrahi, then he will repeat it and also move into 
villages and start a march toward Delhi.

198. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. In the1938 Haripura Session, 
Congress President Subhas Chandra Bose set up the 
National Planning Committee (NPC) with Jawaharlal 
Nehru as its chairman. It was to seek economic 
development of the country through planning. 
Statement 2 is correct. Nehru, together with several 
national leaders, were fascinated with the success of 
economic planning in the Soviet Union in the 1930s and 
1940s. The genesis of the Planning Commission could 
be traced to the National Planning Committee and the 
Bombay Plan of 1944.

199. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Individual Satyagraha: An individual was to offer 
satyagraha and would demand for freedom of speech 
against the war. If he was not arrested by government, 
he would move into villages and start a march toward 
Delhi. Thus, the movement came to be known as Delhi 
Chalo Movement.

200. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
August Offer made following proposals to get the support 
of Indian leaders for WW2:
1. Dominion status as the objective for India
2. Immediate expansion of viceroy’s executive council
3. Setting up a constituent assembly after war where 

mainly Indians would decide the constitution.
4. No future constitution without the consent of 

minorities
5. Establishment of a war advisory council.

201. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The threat of popular left 
movements did not lead the capitalist class to collaborate 
or compromise with imperialism. The issue before the 
capitalist class was not, whether to oppose imperialism or 
not, but that the path chosen to fight imperialism should 
not be such that it would threaten capitalism itself.
Statement 2 is correct. The Indian capitalist’s attitude 
had undergone significant changes on the issue of 
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supporting national movements over time. During the 
Swadeshi Movement (1905-08) , the capitalists remained 
opposed to the boycott agitation. Even during the Non-
Cooperation Movement of the early ‘20s, a small section 
of the capitalists, including Purshottamdas, openly 
declared themselves enemies of the Non-Cooperation 
Movement. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) was 
established in 1927, on the advice of Mahatma Gandhi 
by GD Birla and Purshottamdas Thakurdas.

202. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: With start of WW2 British 
announced India’s participation in the war. To get the 
support of Indian politician Lord Linlithgow announced 
August Offer from Shimla in 1940.
Statement 2 is incorrect: Based on the proposal to expand 
executive council of viceroy, in 1941 expansion was 
made. An Indian majority of 8 out of 12 was achieved 
for the first time. But the British remained in charge of 
defense, finance and home. A National Defense Council 
was also established with purely advisory functions.
Statement 3 is correct: Both Congress and League 
rejected the offer. For Congress the concept of Dominion 
status was “dead as a door nail”. Whereas League wanted 
nothing less than a separate nation.

203. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. He along with Jawaharlal 
Nehru opposed the Motilal Nehru Report which spoke 
for dominion status for India. Bose was all for full 
independence; he also announced the formation of the 
Independence League. 
Statement 2 is correct. He was vehemently against the 
suspension of the Civil Disobedience Movement and 
the signing of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact in 1931, especially 
as the government refused to negotiate on the death 
sentence for Bhagat Singh and his associates. 

204. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. M.K. Gandhi formally 
launched the Civil Disobedience Movement in April, 1930 
by picking a handful of salt after the completion of historic 
‘Dandi March’. C. Rajagopalachari led a salt march from 
Trichinopoly to Vedaranniyam on the Tanjore coast 
in Tamil Nadu, in support of the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. He was arrested in 1930. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. C.R. Das moved the main 
resolution on non-cooperation in the annual Nagpur 
session of the Congress in 1920 and played a major role 
in promoting the movement. A successful lawyer, he 
boycotted the law courts and gave up a lucrative practice.

Pair 3 is correctly matched. Jayaprakash Narayan was a 
member of the Congress Socialist group and played a 
prominent role in the Quit India movement. 

205. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 and 2 are correct. While at Cambridge, 
Choudhary Rehmat Ali wrote pamphlets between 1933 
to 1935 where he desired a separate national status for 
five provinces – Punjab, Afghan, Kashmir, Sind and 
Baluchistan. He was the first person to put forward the 
idea of separate Muslim nation.
Statement 3 is correct. Urdu poet Mohammad Iqbal 
also put forth the idea of a Muslim state in the north-
west of India in his presidential address to the Muslim 
League in 1930. The proposal was put forward before the 
Nehru Committee. The Nehru Committee rejected it on 
the ground that, if carried into effect, it would give a very 
unwieldy State. 

206. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Option 1 is incorrect: New India and Commonweal are 
the newspapers associated with Annie Besant. 
Option 2 is correct: Gandhi set up the All-India Anti-
Untouchability League in September 1932 and started 
the weekly Harijan in January 1933. 
Option 3 is correct: Young India was a weekly paper or 
journal in English published by Mahatma Gandhi from 
1919 to 1931. 
Option 4 is incorrect: Kesari and Maharatta are the 
newspapers associated with Tilak.

207. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Option 1 is correct: Ambedkar started Marathi 
fortnightly Bahiskrit Bharat in 1927. The sole purpose of 
‘bahishkrit bharat’ was to bring the issues of untouchables 
and depressed class into mainstream and to establish 
equality in country. 
Option 2 is correct: With the objective of educating the 
people of the causes of their slavery, on 4 September 1927, 
Ambedkar established the Samaj Samta Sangh (Social 
Equality Association) and later launched a newspaper 
titled Samta. 
Option 3 is correct: In December 1927, Ambedkar 
led the Mahad Satyagraha to establish the rights of 
untouchables to draw water from public wells and tanks.
It was also known as chavdar tale satyagraha.
Option 4 is correct: The Scheduled Caste Federation 
was started by Ambedkar in 1942 to campaign for the 
rights of the Dalit community. 
Option 5 is correct: In 1920, he began the publication of 
the weekly Mooknayak (Leader of the Silent) in Mumbai 
with the patronage of his mentor, Shahuji Maharaj.
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208. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct
The Draft Declaration proposed by Sir Stafford Cripps 
and his Mission of 1942, offered the Indian nationalists 
the Dominion status to India after the War with the right 
to secede. Reacting to the proposals, Gandhiji described 
them as a “post-dated cheque on a crashing bank”. 

209. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. To ensure cooperation of Indians 
in the War and prevent any mass movement, the British 
administration passed several draconian laws to 
suppress basic civil liberties. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Cripps Mission did not 
specifically accept the creation of Pakistan. Though it 
allowed the provinces to secede from India. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Allied forces were forced 
to withdraw from South East Asia in wake of Japanese 
advance and therefore, Indian people lost faith in stability 
of British rule and there was a feeling of collapse of British 
rule in India. 

210. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Usha Mehta was prominent 
in the running of the Congress Radio which operated 
clandestinely from different cities during Quit India 
movement 
Statement 2 is correct. The personalities taking the 
underground activity were were Rammanohar Lohia, 
Jayaprakash Narayan, Aruna Asaf Ali, Usha Mehta, 
Biju Patnaik, Chhotubhai Puranik, Achyut Patwardhan, 
Sucheta Kripalani and R.P. Goenka.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Sumati Morarjee helped 
Achyut Patwardhan evade capture and detection by 
British. For this she provided different cars on different 
days to Achyut Patwardhan. 

211. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. Martial law had not been 
proclaimed, but the army, though nominally working 
under the orders of the civilian authorities, often did 
what it wanted to without any reference to the direct 
officers. The repression was as severe as it could have been 
under martial law. The provincial government officials 
were empowered with extraordinary powers to suppress 
any uprising.
Statement 2 is correct. The Defense of India Rules 
permitted the officials to take arbitrary action against 
any person and cease property in the name of the war 
effort. 

212. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct
Option 1 is correct. The Congress Working Committee, 
the All-India Congress Committee and the Provincial 

Congress Committees were declared unlawful 
associations under the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
of 1908.
Option 2 is incorrect. The Viceroy Lord Linlithgow also 
signed the Revolutionary Movement Ordinance in 
1942 to suppress the Quit India Movement but it was 
not issued in the Official gazette because most of the 
provinces argued they could make do with powers 
under the Defence of India Rules.
Option 3 is correct. The Special Criminal Courts 
Ordinance II of 1942 was passed to set up special criminal 
courts to try the cases of suspected offenders involved in 
the Quit India Movement 

213. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Option 2. The Cripps Proposal was made by a delegation 
led by Stafford Cripps in 1942. 
Option 3. The Wavell Plan was offered by Lord Wavell at 
Shimla Conference in 1945 
Option 4. The Cabinet Mission was sent by the British 
Government in 1946. 
Option 1. Direct Action Day was observed by the Muslim 
League after the failure of the Cabinet Mission in 1946.

214. Solution (b) 
Exp) Correct b is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Under C Rajagopalachari’s 
Plan, the Muslim League would endorse the Congress 
demand for independence. 
Statement 2 is correct. It was proposed that Muslim 
League and Congress would form a provisional 
government together at centre. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Plan proposed that the entire 
population of Muslim-majority areas of North-West India 
and North-East India would decide on the formation of 
a separate sovereign state through plebiscite. 

215. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement a is correct. The Muslim League opposed 
the Congress at the Conference for including Muslim 
members like Maulana Azad and Khan Abdul Gaffar 
Khan and asserted to be the sole representative of the 
Muslims. 
Statement b is correct. The Muslim League demanded 
communal veto powers over any decision concerning 
Muslim interests with decisions opposed to Muslims 
needing a two-thirds majority for approval. 
Statement c is correct. The Muslim League claimed 
absolute jurisdiction in selecting the Muslim members of 
the proposed Governor General’s Executive Council 
Statement d is incorrect. The Muslim League did not take 
into consideration the Unionist Muslims as part of the 
Muslim members to be chosen in the Governor General’s 
Executive Council. 
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216. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Since the Indian National Army 
was composed of the Indian Prisoners of War of the 
British Army, their armed struggle made the British 
realize that they could no longer depend on the loyalty 
of the Indian soldiers. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Indian National Army 
demonstrated tremendous unity among soldiers of all 
religions making up its composition and they all fought 
as Indian. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Rani Jhansi brigade was an 
exclusive women’s regiment and its actions established 
the capability of Indian women to wage armed struggle. 

217. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Option d is correct. In August 1936, Jawaharlal Nehru 
formed the Indian Civil Liberties Union on non-parts, 
non-sectarian lines to mobilize public opinion against 
all encroachments on civil liberties. Jawaharlal Nehru 
was, perhaps the strongest champion of civil liberties. 
He assigned as much importance to them as he did to 
economic equality and socialism. The resolution on 
fundamental rights, passed by the Karachi Congress in 
1931 and drafted by him, guaranteed the rights of free 
expression of opinion through speech and the Press and 
the freedom of association. 

218. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Hindu Mahasabha, formed 
in 1915 with radical Hindu nationalist objectives, 
emerged as a strong critic of the Congress in the 1920s. 
The Mahasabha had emerged out of the spirit of swadeshi 
and as a reaction to the Muslim League. It deployed the 
idea of swadeshi to ‘protect’ India’s culture and religion, 
which it took to be Hindu. Members of the Mahasabha 
had virulently opposed the Lucknow Pact, in particular 
the allocation of seats to Muslims in UP which took into 
account their social standing and not just their numerical 
strength. 
Statement 2 is correct. M. C. Rajah, the second 
representative of untouchables at the Round Table 
Conference, had supported B. R Ambedkar during the 
conference. However, soon afterwards, Rajah entered 
in a pact with Moonje, the President of the Hindu 
Mahasabha—the Rajah-Moonje Pact—that advocated 
joint electorate on the basis of reserved seats for 
untouchables. This issue of electorate split Dalit leadership 
‘down the middle’. 

219. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement b is correct. Bandi Jiwan was written 
by Sachindra Nath Sanyal. The book served  
 as a textbook to the revolutionary movement. He founded 
Hindustan Republican Association/Army or HRA (later 

renamed Hindustan Socialist Republican Association or 
HSRA) in 1924 in Kanpur in association with Ramprasad 
Bismil and Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee. 
Statement a is incorrect. Sharatchandra Chatterjee 
wrote Pather Dabi. 
Statement c is incorrect. B. R Ambedkar wrote 
Bahishkrit Bharat in 1927. 
Statement d is incorrect. Yugantar was started in 1906 
by Barindra Kumar Ghosh and Bhupendranath Dutta. 

220. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Nehru Report was the first 
major attempt by the Indians to draft a constitutional 
framework for the country. It did not contain 
constitutional scheme for princely states and confined 
itself to British India, as it envisaged the future link-up 
of British India with the princely states on a federal basis. 
Statement 2 is correct. The report contained a suggestion 
that the provinces should be linguistically determined. 
Provincial councils to have a 5-year tenure, headed by a 
governor acting on the advice of the provincial executive 
council. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The report completely rejected 
separate electorates which had been the basis of 
constitutional reforms so far. Instead, it demanded joint 
electorates with reservation of seats for Muslims at the 
Centre and in provinces where they were in minority 
(and not in those where Muslims were in majority, such 
as Punjab and Bengal) in proportion to the Muslim 
population there with right to contest additional seats. 
Knowledge Base: The drafting committee of Nehru 
report included Tej Bahadur Sapru, Subhash Bose, M.S. 
Aney, Mangal Singh, Ali Imam, Shuab Qureshi and 
G.R. Pradhan as its members. 

221. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. In Bihar, the provincial Kisan 
Sabha founded by Swami Sahajananda Saraswati, a 
religious leader (and not by Jayaprakash Narayan). 
He led small zamindars and rich peasants in struggles 
against big landlords. It mobilised peasants against the 
zamindari attacks on their occupancy rights. 
Statement 2 is correct. The All India Kisan Sabha 
(AIKS) was formed at the Lucknow session of the 
Congress in April 1936, with Sahajanand Saraswati 
elected as its first president. The Kisan Manifesto, which 
was adopted in August, contained radical demands, such 
as the abolition of zamindari, graduated income tax on 
agricultural income, granting of occupancy rights to all 
tenants and scaling down of interest rates and debts. 
Statement 3 is correct. All India Kisan Sabha aimed at 
ending exploitation of agricultural and rural labourers 
and development of agriculture. The objectives of the All 
India Kisan Sabha were to abolish the Zamindari system, 
reduce land revenue and to institutionalize credit.
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222. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Non-Cooperation 
Movement combined with the Khilafat agitation 
(and not Civil Disobedience movement) triggered the 
Mapillah revolt. Mapillah revolt is also known as Moplah 
uprisings or Malabar rebellion. The Mappilas were the 
Muslim tenants inhabiting the Malabar region where most 
of the landlords were Hindus (Namboodiri Brahmins). 
Multiple factors contributed to the mappila movement- 
economic distress, anger against foreign rule and the 
tenancy laws and religious zeal. 
Statement 2 is correct. Wagon tragedy was associated 
with Mapillah revolt. By the end of 1921, the rebellion was 
crushed by the British who had raised a special battalion, 
the Malabar Special Force for the riot. In November 1921, 
67 Moplah prisoners were killed when they were being 
transported in a closed freight wagon from Tirur to the 
Central Prison in Podanur. They died of suffocation. This 
event is called the Wagon Tragedy.

223. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Bagha Jatin did not participate 
in the Chittagong armoury raid. The Chittagong Indian 
Republican Army was founded by Surya Sen, ‘Masterda’.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The western Anushilan Samiti 
found a good leader in Jatindranath Mukherjee or 
Bagha Jatin and emerged as the Jugantar (or Yugantar). 
During the First World War, the Jugantar party arranged 
to import German arms and ammunition through 
sympathisers and revolutionaries abroad. Jatin asked 
Rashbehari Bose to take charge of Upper India, aiming 
to bring about an all-India insurrection in what has come 
to be called the ‘German Plot’ or the ‘Zimmerman Plan’. 
It was planned that a guerrilla force would be organised 
to start an uprising in the country, with a seizure of Fort 
William and a mutiny by armed forces. Surya Sen was 
not involved in this act. 
Statement 3 is correct. In 1932, Pritilata Waddedar 
led fifteen revolutionaries in the armed attack on the 
Pahartali European Club. 

224. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Swarajist were split on 
communal and Responsivist-Non-responsivist lines. 
The Responsivists among Swarajists—Lala Lajpat Rai, 
Madan Mohan Malaviya and N.C. Kelkar—advocated 
cooperation with the government and holding of office 
wherever possible so that the so-called Hindu interests 
might be safeguarded. 
Statement 2 is correct. Lajpat Rai and Madan Mohan 
Malaviya separated themselves from the Swaraj Party on 
Responsivist as well as communal grounds. Lajpat Rai, 
Madan Mohan Malaviya and N.C. Kelkar joined the 
Hindu Mahasabha and argued for Hindu communal 
solidarity. The ‘responsivists’ and Hindu Mahasabhaites 
carried on a virulent campaign against secular 

Congressmen. 

225. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
In December 1927, a large number of Muslim leaders had 
met at Delhi at the Muslim League session and evolved 
four proposals for their demands to be incorporated 
into the draft constitution. These proposals, which 
were accepted by the Madras session of the Congress 
(December 1927), came to be known as the ‘Delhi 
Proposals’. These were: 
1. joint electorates in place of separate electorates with 

reserved seats for Muslims; 
2. one-third representation to Muslims in Central 

Legislative Assembly; 
3. representation to Muslims in Punjab and Bengal 

(and not in Sindh) in proportion to their population; 
4. formation of three new Muslim majority provinces— 

Sindh, Baluchistan and North-West Frontier Province 

226. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 and 2 are correct. Jawaharlal Nehru was 
nominated the president for the Lahore session of the 
Congress (December 1929). It saw the final adoption, 
at midnight of 31 December, of purna swaraj to be the 
goal of the struggle for independence. Dominion status 
within the Commonwealth was finally rejected. 
The following major decisions were taken at the Lahore 
session: 
1. The Round Table Conference was to be boycotted. 
2. Complete independence was declared as the aim of 

the Congress. 
3. Congress Working Committee was authorised to 

launch a programme of civil disobedience including 
non-payment of taxes and all members of legislatures 
were asked to resign their seats. 

4. January 26, 1930 was fixed as the first Independence 
(Swarajya) Day, to be celebrated everywhere. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. The Congress adopted a 
resolution to give moral support to those who were 
agitating against the governance in the princely states at 
the Haripura session (1938). Subhash Chandra Bose 
was unanimously elected president of the session. 

227. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Parallel governments were 
established at many places during the Quit India 
movement. Chittu Pande, who called himself a Gandhian, 
formed a parallel government and captured all the ten 
police stations in Ballia, in east UP (in August 1942 for a 
week). He got many Congress leaders released. 
Statement 2 is correct. Satara (mid-1943 to 1945)—
named “Prati Sarkar”, was organised under leaders 
like Y.B. Chavan, Nana Patil, etc. Village libraries 
and Nyayadan Mandals were organised, prohibition 



Workbook171

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

campaigns were carried on and ‘Gandhi marriages’ were 
organised. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Active help was provided by 
businessmen (through donations, shelter and material 
help), students (acting as couriers), simple villagers 
(by refusing information to authority), pilots and train 
drivers (by delivering bombs and other material) and 
government officials including police (who passed on 
secret information to the activists).

228. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Option b is correct. 
1. The British government appointed the Simon 

Commission in 1927 to assess the way the 1919 
Reforms had worked. It also had to recommend to 
the British government whether India was ready for 
further constitutional reforms and along what lines. 

2. Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed between the 
viceroy Lord Irwin, representing the British Indian 
Government, and Gandhi, representing the Indian 
people, in Delhi on February 14, 1931. Also known as 
the Delhi Pact, it ended Civil Disobedience campaign 
and enabled Gandhi to participate in Second Round 
Table Conference as Congress representative. 

3. The Second Round Table Conference was held in 
London from September 7, 1931 to December 
1, 1931. The Indian National Congress nominated 
Gandhi as its sole representative. 

4. The Communal Award was announced by the British 
Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDonald, on August 16, 
1932. It established separate electorates and reserved 
seats for minorities, including the depressed classes. 
As a protest against this, Gandhi began a fast unto 
death in Yervada jail, demanding the substitution 
of separate electorate for ‘untouchables’ by joint 
electorate with reserved seats. The result was the 
Poona Pact signed on 24 September 1932 between 
Gandhi and Ambedkar. 

229. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
After the Chauri chaura incident Gandhi, not happy 
with the increasingly violent trend of the movement, 
immediately announced the withdrawal of the Non-
cooperation movement. The Bardoli resolution of the 
Congress Working Committee of 12th February 1922 
resolved to stop all activity that led to breaking of the law. 
It also contained clauses which asked peasants to pay up 
taxes and tenants to pay up rents, and assured zamindars 
that the Congress had no intention of depriving them of 
their rights. It asked members to continue constructive 
work, which was to include popularisation of khadi, 
national schools, and campaigning for temperance, for 
Hindu-Muslim unity and against untouchability. 

230. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.

Option b is correct. Hindustan Majdur Sabha was 
founded by conservative Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra 
Prasad and J. B. Kripalani in 1938. 
Hind Mazdoor Sabha was formed in 1948 by Ashok 
Mehta, T.S. Ramanujam and G.G. Mehta under the 
banner of Praja Socialist Party. 

231. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. At the Nagpur session 
(December 1920), the Indian National Congress changed 
its stance. Now, instead of having the attainment of self-
government through constitutional means as its goal, 
the Congress decided to have the attainment of swaraj 
through peaceful and legitimate means. Thus, it 
committed itself to an extraconstitutional mass struggle. 
Statement 2 is correct. At a special session in Calcutta 
(September 1920), the Congress approved a non-
cooperation programme till the Punjab and Khilafat 
wrongs were removed and swaraj was established. The 
non-cooperation programme was to be implemented 
in stages with civil-disobedience and non-payment of 
taxes kept for the second stage, only if swaraj did not 
come within a year and the government resorted to 
repression. 
Statement 3 is correct. Gandhi made congress a political 
party of the masses by introducing a four-anna (25 
paisa) membership; a hierarchy of Congress committees 
that started at the level of the village and went up, via 
taluka, district, and town to the provincial committees. 
Provincial Congress committees were reorganized 
on a linguistic basis in a way as to have representation 
proportional to the population. 
Statement 4 is correct. Peasants’ participation was 
massive in the NCM. The spirit of defiance and unrest 
gave rise to many local struggles such as Awadh Kisan 
Movement (UP), Eka Movement (UP), Mappila Revolt 
(Malabar) and the Sikh agitation for the removal of 
mahants in Punjab. 

232. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. C. Rajagopalachari organised 
a march from Thiruchirapalli (Trichinapoly as it was 
called by the British) to Vedaranniyam on the Tanjore 
(or Thanjavur) coast to break the salt law. This event is 
known as Vedaranniyam salt satyagraha. 
Statement 2 is correct. After Gandhi’s arrest on May 
4, 1930, the Congress Working Committee (CWC) 
sanctioned: 
1. non-payment of revenue in ryotwari areas; 
2. no-chowkidara-tax campaign in zamindari areas; and 
3. violation of forest laws in the Central Provinces. 
Statement 3 is correct. Women participated actively in 
large numbers in the movement. In Young India of 30 
April 1930, Gandhi made a direct appeal to women to 
take up spinning yarn on the charkha, and come out of 
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their homes and take part in pickets of shops selling 
foreign goods or liquor. This enabled women to carve 
out a space for themselves. Women did come out in large 
numbers, on account both of Gandhi’s appeal and of their 
heightened degree of preparedness. 
Statement 4 is correct. Consequent upon the breaking 
of Salt Law by Indian people, the Indian National 
Congress was declared illegal by the colonial rulers

233. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
The British government appointed the Simon 
Commission to assess the way the 1919 Montagu-
Chelmsford Reforms had worked and to make 
suggestions for future reforms. The Simon Commission 
published a two-volume report in May 1930. 
Statement 1 is correct. In 1928, in his evidence before 
the Simon Commission, Ambedkar made a strong case 
for separate political representation of the depressed 
classes through elections and for adopting a different 
system of franchise. But the Simon Commission rejected 
the proposal of separate electorate for the depressed 
classes; however, it retained the concept of reserving seats. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The report rejected 
parliamentary responsibility at the centre. The 
governor-general was to have complete power to appoint 
the members of the cabinet. And the Government of India 
would have complete control over the high court. 
Statement 3 is correct. It recommended that Sindh 
should be separated from Bombay, and Burma should 
be separated from India because it was not a natural 
part of the Indian subcontinent. It suggested that the 
North-West Frontier Province and Baluchistan should 
get local legislatures, and both should have the right to be 
represented at the centre.

234. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Communal Award was 
announced by the British Prime Minister, Ramsay 
MacDonald, on August 16, 1932. The Communal 
Award, based on the findings of the Indian Franchise 
Committee (also called the Lothian Committee), 
established separate electorates and reserved seats for 
minorities, including the depressed classes which were 
granted seventy-eight reserved seats. 
Statement 2 is correct. The award accorded separate 
electorates to Muslims, Europeans, Sikhs, Indian 
Christians, Anglo-Indians, depressed classes, women, 
and even the Marathas. The depressed classes were to 
have a fixed, separate quota of seats to be filled only 
by members belonging to untouchable castes. They were 
also to have the right to vote for candidates via general 
electorates, that is, they were to have a ‘double vote’- one 
to be used through separate electorates and the other to 
be used in the general electorates. Such an arrangement 
for the depressed classes was to be made for a period of 
20 years. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. In the provincial legislatures, the 
seats were to be distributed on communal basis. Except in 
the North West Frontier Province, 3 per cent seats were 
to be reserved for women in all provinces. The Muslims, 
wherever they were in minority, were to be granted a 
weightage. 

235. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Indian National Army 
(INA) was initially formed under Mohan Singh in early 
1942 and then under Major-General Shah Nawaz Khan 
after his arrival in Singapore in May 1943. Subhas Bose, 
who had formed an Indian legion with Indians recruited 
from European prison camps during his stay in Germany, 
reorganized and revitalized the INA. 
Statement 2 is correct. The idea of creating an army out 
of the Indian prisoners of war (POWs) was originally that 
of Mohan Singh. Mohan Singh decided to turn to the 
Japanese for help and asked for Indian prisoners of war. 
The Japanese had till then encouraged Indian civilians to 
form anti-British organisations. The Japanese handed 
over the Indian prisoners of war to Mohan Singh who 
tried to recruit them into an Indian National Army. 
Statement 3 is correct. In 1943, Subhash Bose formed 
the Provisional Government for Free India at Singapore 
with H.C. Chatterjee (Finance portfolio), M.A. Aiyar 
(Broadcasting), Lakshmi Swaminathan (Women 
Department), etc. Recruits were trained and funds 
collected for the INA. It also had a women’s regiment 
named after Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi, the legendary 
rebel of 1857. 

236. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Option b is correct. In February 1946, the Royal Indian 
Navy rebelled against the Raj. The mutiny began in 
Bombay where the naval ratings in HMIS Talwar went 
on hunger strike and later spread to other naval bases 
in different parts of India. Royal Indian Navy (RIN) 
went on a strike to protest against racial discrimination 
(demanding equal pay for Indian and white soldiers), 
bad food, abuse by superior officers, arrest of a rating for 
scrawling ‘Quit India’ on HMIS Talwar, INA trials and 
use of Indian troops in Indonesia, demanding their 
withdrawal. It did not demand for independence from 
the British. 
The rebellious ratings hoisted the tricolour, crescent, and 
the hammer and sickle flags on the mast of the rebel fleet. 
One of the most striking feature was the participation 
of common people, evident in roadblocks and rioting as 
well as industrial strikes in Bombay and Calcutta. Crowds 
brought food to the ratings and shopkeepers invited them 
to take whatever they needed. 

237. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
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Statement 1 is correct. The Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), the 
first all-India indigenous business association, was 
established in 1927. The establishment of FICCI in a way 
marked the maturity of the Indian capitalists who, since 
the beginning of the twentieth century, had been showing 
great enterprise by moving into industries not touched by 
foreign capital: sugar, paper, cement, and iron and steel, 
for instance. Indian capital also intruded into finance, 
insurance, jute, mining and plantation—businesses held 
by British capital. 
Statement 2 is correct. There was wide divergence 
between the capitalists engaged in trade and finance 
and those in industries. Indian capitalists worked out an 
astute strategy that wished to do away with imperialism 
but not capitalism. In general, big industrialists either 
remained aloof or were directly opposed to mass 
agitation sanctioned by non-cooperation. If Birla 
and Bajaj donated huge sums to the Tilak Swaraj Fund, 
Purushottamdas Thakurdas and R. D. Tata started an 
Anti-Non-Cooperation Society in Bombay against the 
Non-Cooperation/Khilafat Movement. 

238. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
Statement a is correct. The Muddiman Committee or the 
Reforms Enquiry Committee (1924) was a committee 
led by Sir Alexander Muddinman. The committee 
reported on the working of Montagu-Chelmsford 
reforms (Government of India Act, 1919). Revisions 
include enfranchisement of women, increased nominated 
representation of Depressed Classes. 
Statement b is incorrect. The British government 
formed a Hunter Commission (or Disorders Inquiry 
Committee) to investigate the Jallianwala Bagh shootings. 
Statement c is incorrect. Lee Commission (1924) studied 
the recruitment in civil services. It recommended that the 
direct recruitment to ICS on basis of 50:50 parity between 
the Europeans and the Indians should be reached in 15 
years and a Public Service Commission be immediately 
established. 
Statement d is incorrect. Hunter Education Commission 
(1882-83), under the chairmanship of W.W. Hunter, 
reviewed the progress of education in the country since 
the Despatch of 1854. The Hunter Commission mostly 
confined its recommendations to primary and secondary 
education. 

239. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Lala Lajpat Rai, also known as 
Punjab Kesari and Lion of Punjab was one of the greatest 
freedom fighters of India. Along with Bipin Chandra Pal 
and Bal Gangadhar Tilak, he formed the Lal-Bal-Pal trio 
of extremist leaders. He founded the Home Rule League 
of America in 1917 in New York to get support for the 
Indian independence movement from diaspora and 
international community. 

Statement 2 is correct. Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and other extremists led by 
Aurobindo Ghose wanted to challenge the very basis of 
British authority in India and set up parallel institutions 
outside the purview of the Raj. They considered 
themselves to be representatives of a higher stage in 
Indian nationalism. Real regeneration, they argued, was 
not possible without freedom. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. When the plan for the partition 
of Bengal became public, Tilak, Lajpat Rai and Pal (a 
Moderate till the end of the nineteenth century), joined 
Aurobindo in advocating ( did not oppose) the founding 
of secret societies to oppose the partition. 

240. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Quit India Resolution 
was ratified at the Congress meeting at Gowalia Tank, 
Bombay, on August 8, 1942.  Mahatma Gandhi did not 
ask Government servants to resign but declare their 
allegiance to the Congress. Soldiers were asked not to 
leave the army but at the same not to fire on compatriots. 
Students were asked to leave studies if they are confident. 
Peasants were asked to pay rent if zamindars are anti-
government and refuse the payment of rent if zamindars 
are pro-government. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The British government arrested 
Gandhi and all other leaders of the Congress Working 
Committee in response to the resolution. The reaction 
of the people was immediate and spontaneous. Cities 
and towns all over the country observed hartals, and 
processions and demonstrations pervaded the streets. 
Students, workers and peasants came to head the ‘Revolt’. 
There were strikes in factories, colleges and schools. 
Police stations, post offices and railway stations, the hated 
symbols of colonial authority, were attacked, set on fire 
or wrecked. Charged with passion, the movement was 
violent from the beginning. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Communists did not join the 
movement; in the wake of Russia (where the communists 
were in power) being attacked by Nazi Germany, the 
communists began to support the British war against 
Germany and the ‘Imperialist War’ became the ‘People’s 
War’. It also failed to ensure the participation of Muslims 
and certain groups of Dalits and non-Brahmans. The 
Muslim League opposed the movement, fearing that if 
the British left India at that time, the minorities would be 
oppressed by the Hindus.

241. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Hindustan Republican Army 
or HRA (later renamed Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Association or HSRA) was founded in 1924 in Kanpur by 
Ramprasad Bismil, Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee and Sachin 
Sanyal. The aim was to organise an armed revolution to 
overthrow the colonial government and establish in 
its place the Federal Republic of United States of India. 
‘Revolution’ for this group meant a total change in society 
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that would see the demise both of foreign and of Indian 
capital, and the establishing of ‘the dictatorship of the 
proletariat’. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Founding Council of HRA 
had decided to preach revolutionary and communist 
principles, and the HRA Manifesto (1925) declared 
that the “HRA stood for abolition of all systems which 
made exploitation of man by man possible”. This group 
was not wedded to the ‘cult of the bomb and pistol’ nor 
was it stimulated by religious ideals. The Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Army (HSRA), showed a strong 
commitment to socialist and Communist ideas.

242. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
 The Constitutional Proposals of the Sapru Committee 
commonly referred to as the Sapru Committee Report 
was published in 1945 to resolve issues pertaining 
to minorities that had plagued Indian political and 
constitutional discourse. It was prepared by a committee 
appointed by the Non-Party Conference in November 
1944 with Tej Bahadur Sapru as its Chairman. 
Highlights of the report: 
1. The Report rejected the Muslim League’s demand 

for Pakistan: it was not convinced that a separate state 
would be advantageous to any community. 

2. It rejected separate electorates for Muslims for 
the Union Legislature and instead proposed joint 
electorates with reservation of seats. 

3. It introduced a ‘Minorities Commission’ that would 
assess the welfare of minorities and had powers to 
recommend measures to the government. 

4. It called for the setting up of a constitution-making 
body, in which Muslims and Hindus would be 
equally represented, that would frame a new 
Constitution. 

5. The Report had a section on fundamental rights 
and contained provisions that included: freedom 
of speech, freedom of press, religious freedom and 
equality. 

243. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Govind Ballabh Pant was an 
Indian freedom fighter and a key figure in shaping modern 
India alongside Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Vallabh Bhai Patel. He played a pivotal role in shaping the 
post-independence Indian Government. After the death 
of Sardar Patel, Pant was made the Home Minister in the 
Union Government. During his tenure he championed 
the cause of Hindi as the national language. 
Statement 2 is correct. During the Second World War, 
Pant tried to conciliate between Gandhi’s faction, which 
advocated supporting the British in their war effort, 
and Subash Chandra Bose’s faction, which advocated 
expelling them from India by any means necessary. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. Govind Ballabh Pant was always 
against a separate electorate for minorities, saying the 
step would further divide communities. 

244. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct.
A much more powerful influence was exercised by the 
Non-Cooperation and Khilafat Movement launched in 
1920; around this time and under its impact, numerous 
local organizations of the States’ people came into 
existence. Some of the States in which praja mandals 
or States’ People’s Conferences were organized were 
Mysore, Hyderabad, Baroda, the Kathiawad States, the 
Deccan States, Jamnagar, Indore, and Nawanagar. 
Statement 2 is correct.
A major theme of Gandhi’s non-cooperation programme 
launched in December 1920 was the boycott of the new 
councils.
Statement 3 is incorrect.
Peasants’ participation was massive in the movement. 
Although the Congress was against class war, the 
masses broke this restraint. In Bihar, the confrontation 
between the ‘lower and upper castes’ on the issue of the 
former taking the sacred thread got merged with the Non-
Cooperation Movement. In general, the peasants turned 
against the landlords and the traders. The movement gave 
an opportunity to the toiling masses to express their real 
feelings against the British as well as against their Indian 
masters and oppressors

245. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. At Nagpur session of the Indian 
National Congress in 1920, the programme of non-
cooperation was endorsed.
Statement 2 and 3 are correct.
At the Nagpur session of the Indian National Congress 
December 1920— 
1. The programme of non-cooperation was endorsed.
2. An important change was made in the Congress 

creed: now, instead of having the attainment of self-
government through constitutional means as its goal, 
the Congress decided to have the attainment of 
swaraj through peaceful and legitimate means, thus 
committing itself to an extraconstitutional mass 
struggle.

3. Some important organisational changes were made: a 
congress working committee (CWC) of 15 members 
was set up to lead the Congress from now onwards; 
provincial congress committees on linguistic basis 
were organised, ward committees was organised; and 
entry fee was reduced to four annas.

246. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
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Statement 1 is incorrect. The ‘No-changers’ opposed 
council entry, advocated concentration on constructive 
work, and continuation of boycott and non-cooperation, 
and quiet preparation for resumption of the suspended 
civil disobedience programme.
One section led by C.R. Das, Motilal Nehru and Ajmal 
Khan wanted an end to the boycott of legislative councils. 
Those advocating entry into legislative councils came to 
be known as the ‘Swarajists’.
Statement 2 is correct. Both No-Changers and Swarijists 
came to an agreement in 1924 (endorsed at the Belgaum 
session of the Congress in December 1924 over which 
Gandhi—the only time—presided over the Congress 
session) that the Swarajists would work in the councils as 
an integral part of the Congress.
Statement 3 is incorrect. CR Das argued that entering 
the councils would not negate the non-cooperation 
programme; in fact, it would be like carrying on the 
movement through other means—opening a new front.

247. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. C. Rajagopalachari organised 
a march from Tiruchirappalli (Trichinapoly as it was 
called by the British) to Vedaranniyam on the Tanjore (or 
Thanjavur) coast to break the salt law.
K. Kelappan, a Congress leader famed for the Vaikom 
Satyagraha, organised salt march in Payyanur, Kerala.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan’s 
educational and social reform work among the Pathans 
had politicised them. Gaffar Khan, also called Badshah 
Khan and Frontier Gandhi, had started the first Pushto 
political monthly Pukhtoon and had organised a volunteer 
brigade ‘Khudai Khidmatgars’, popularly known as the 
‘Red-Shirts’, who were pledged to the freedom struggle 
and non-violence in North Western Frontier Provinces.
Statement 3 is correct. On May 21, 1930, Sarojini Naidu, 
Imam Sahib and Manilal (Gandhi’s son) took up the 
unfinished task of leading a raid on the Dharasana Salt 
Works. The unarmed and peaceful crowd was met with a 
brutal lathicharge which left 2 dead and 320 injured.
Statement 4 is correct. At the young age of thirteen, Rani 
Gaidinliu, a Naga spiritual leader, born in what is now 
the state of Manipur, raised the banner of revolt against 
foreign rule. “We are free people, the white men should 
not rule over us,” she declared. She urged the people not 
to pay taxes or work for the British—in the tradition 
established by the freedom struggle.

248. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. News of reverses suffered by 
the British in South East Asia and an imminent British 
collapse enhanced popular willingness to give expression 
to discontent. The Japanese troops were approaching the 
borders of India. Popular faith in the stability of British 
rule was so low that people were withdrawing deposits 

from banks and post offices. The leadership wanted to 
condition the masses for a possible Japanese invasion.
Statement 2 is correct. The Quit India Resolution was 
ratified at the Congress meeting at Gowalia Tank, Bombay, 
on August 8, 1942. The meeting also resolved to 
• demand an immediate end to British rule in India. 
• declare commitment of free India to defend itself 

against all types of Fascism and imperialism. 
• form a provisional Government of India after British 

withdrawal. 
• sanction a civil disobedience movement against 

British rule.
Statement 3 is incorrect. Mahatma Gandhi was named 
the leader of the struggle. Gandhi’s special instructions 
were spelt out at the Gowalia Tank meeting but not 
actually issued. Gandhi followed up with the now-famous 
exhortation: “Here is a mantra, a short one, that I give you. 
You may imprint it on your hearts and let every breath of 
yours give expression to it. The mantra is: ‘Do or Die’. We 
shall either free India or die in the attempt; we shall not 
live to see the perpetuation of our slavery.”
Statement 4 is correct. Usha Mehta started an 
underground radio in Bombay. This phase of 
underground activity was meant to keep up popular 
morale by continuing to provide a line of command and 
guidance to distribute arms and ammunition. Aruna Asaf 
Ali presided over the Congress committee session on 
August 9, and hoisted the flag.

249. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
The horror and inconveniences of war were increased 
by the famine of 1943. Around 1.5 to 3 million people 
perished in this basically man-made famine, the 
epidemics (malaria, cholera, small pox), malnutrition and 
starvation. 
Option a, b and d are correct.
The fundamental causes of the famine were as follows. 
1. The need to feed a vast Army diverted foodstuffs. 
2. Rice imports from Burma and South-East Asia had 

been stopped.
3. The famine got aggravated by gross mismanagement 

and deliberate profiteering; rationing methods were 
belated and were confined to big cities.

Rice production was 76 lakh tones in 1943. The availability 
of rice was much higher than in 1941, although lower than 
1942. Bengal did not witness massive floods during the 
period.

250. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Under the Mountbatten Plan, the 
British would transfer power to two successor authorities 
— the Congress and the Muslim League. In territorial 
terms, the dominions of India and Pakistan would remain 
within the British Commonwealth. British paramountcy 
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over 559 princely states in India would not be transferred 
to the two dominions and, consequently, would lapse 
constitutionally. The princely states would be free to join 
either of the two dominions.
Statement 2 is correct. One major innovation (actually 
suggested by V.P. Menon) of Mountbatten Plan was the 
immediate transfer of power on the basis of grant of 
dominion status, thus obviating the need to wait for an 
agreement in the constituent assembly on a new political 
structure.

Statement 3 is incorrect. Mountbatten’s formula was 
to divide India but retain maximum unity. In case of 
partition, two dominions and two constituent assemblies 
would be created. On July 5, 1947 the British Parliament 
passed the Indian Independence Act which was based on 
the Mountbatten Plan, and the Act got royal assent on 
July 18, 1947. The Act provided for the creation of two 
independent dominions of India and Pakistan with effect 
from August 15, 1947.
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6.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Which of the following is/are the principal 
feature(s) of the Government of India Act, 1919?  
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2012] 
1. Introduction of dyarchy in the executive 

government of the provinces 
2. Introduction of separate communal electorates 

for Muslims 
3. Devolution of legislative authority by the centre 

to the provinces 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

2. The Government of India Act of 1919 clearly 
defined  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2015] 
(a) the separation of power between the judiciary 

and the legislature 
(b) the jurisdiction of the central and provincial 

governments 
(c) the powers of the Secretary of State for India and 

the Viceroy 
(d) None of the above 

3. Consider the following statements:   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2017] 
1. The Factories Act, 1881 was passed with a view 

to fix the wages of industrial workers and to 
allow the workers to form trade unions. 

2. N.M. Lokhande was a pioneer in organizing the 
labour movement in British India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

4. In the Federation established by The Government 
of India Act of 1935, residuary powers were given 
to the   [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
(a) Federal Legislature
(b) Governor General
(c) Provincial Legislature
(d) Provincial Governors

5. With reference to educational institutions during 
colonial rule in India, consider the following 
pairs:  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]

Institution Founder

1. Sanskrit College William Jones at 
Benaras

2. Calcutta Madarsa Warren Hastings

3. Fort William Arthur Wellesley 
College

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 3 only

6. Regarding Wood’s Dispatch, which of the 
following statements are true?   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
1. Grants-in-Aid system was introduced.
2. Establishment of universities was recommended.
3. English as a medium of instruction at all levels of 

education was recommended.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

7. Which of the following led to the introduction of 
English Education in India? [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
1. Charter Act of 1813
2. General Committee of Public Instruction, 1823
3. Orientalist and Anglicist Controversy
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

8. Consider the following statements about ‘the 
Charter Act of 1813’:        [UPSC CSE Pre. 2019]
1. It ended the trade monopoly of the East India 

Company in India except for trade in tea and 
trade with China.

2. It asserted the sovereignty of the British Crown 
over the Indian territories held by the Company.

3. The revenues of India were now controlled by 
the British Parliament.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES, ACTS, EDUCATION, PRESS ETC
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9. Wellesley established the Fort William College 
Calcutta because  [UPSC CSE Pre. 2020]
(a) he was asked by the Board of Directors at 

London to do so
(b) he wanted to revive interest in oriental learning 

in India
(c) he wanted to provide William Carey and his 

associates with employment
(d) he wanted to train British civilians for 

administrative purpose in India

6.2. Practice Questions

10. After the introduction of the Indian Councils Act 
of 1892, the early nationalists raised the slogan of 
“no taxation without representation” for which 
one of the following demands? 
(a) A larger share for Indians in the councils with 

wider powers. 
(b) A dominion status on lines of self-governing 

dominions as the form of government for India. 
(c) All members of the executive council, except the 

governor-general, should be Indians. 
(d) The making of the Constitution of free India 

should solely be the responsibility of Indians. 

11. Which one of the followings is incorrect with 
reference to caste-based discrimination in India 
before independence? 
(a) The British policy of equality before law dealt a 

severe blow to caste inequalities. 
(b) Mass movements during freedom struggle 

helped to dilute the caste divisions. 
(c) The Arya Samaj’s criticism of Chaturvarna 

system helped in removing caste distinctions. 
(d) The creation of private property in land and free 

sale of land upset caste equations. 

12. Which one of the following options is correct with 
reference to Evolution of civil services in India? 
(a) Wellesley was the first to bring into existence and 

organize the civil services in India. 
(b) Cornwallis set up the Fort William college for 

training of new recruits.  
(c) Aitchison committee recommended for a 

Public Service Commission to be immediately 
established. 

(d) Lee commission recommended 50:50 parity 
between the Europeans and the Indians in direct 
recruitment of ICS. 

13. Consider the following statements with reference 
to Economic Policies of British India: 
1. Period of 1757 to 1813 is described as period of 

mercantilism. 
2. Period from 1813 to 1860’s, saw the use of 

restrictive trade policy to protect Indian artisans. 
3. The period after 1858 was one of foreign capital 

investment in India.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

14. Which of the following pairs of Governor General 
and administrative reforms introduced by him is/ 
are correctly matched? 

Governor General Administrative 
Reform 

1. Wellesley Creation of the post of 
District Judge 

2. William Bentick Greater recruitment of 
Indians in Subordinate 
Civil Services 

3. Dalhousie Non-Regulation system 
in newly acquired 
territories 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

15. In the context of General Service Enlistment Act 
1856, consider the following statements:  
1. The act was passed under the Governorship of 

Lord Dalhousie. 
2. It declared that the sepoys would not be given 

the foreign service allowance when serving in 
Sindh or in Punjab.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

16. Consider the following statements:  
1. Lord Cornwallis separated the posts of the Civil 

Judge and the Collector. 
2. The Registrars’ Courts established by Lord 

Cornwallis were to be headed by Indian judges.  
3. Lord Cornwallis abolished the Provincial Courts 

of Appeal and Circuit.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 3 only 

17. Consider the following statements:  
1. Lord Cornwallis followed a policy of ring-fence 

which aimed at creating buffer zones to defend 
the Company’s frontiers.
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2. Lord Wellesley was first European to came 
up with the idea of hiring European troops by 
Indian rulers to fight their wars.  

3. Lord Dalhousie annexed Sambalpur in 1856 after 
deposing Nawab Wajid Ali Shah on grounds of 
misgovernance.  

Which of the statements given above are incorrect?  
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

18. With regards to William Bentick’s resolution 
of 1835, which of the following statements are 
correct?  
1. In Higher courts, Persian was replaced by 

English as the court language.  
2. Printing and publication of English books was 

made free.  
3. The English Education Act, 1835 was passed 

by the British Parliament to give effect to the 
resolution.  

Select the correct answer from the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

19. Which of the following is/are correct regarding 
the first factory act 1881 passed during British 
rule in India? 
1. It was passed under the Viceroyship of Lord 

Lansdowne. 
2. It prohibited the employment of children below 

the age of 7. 
3. It provided for fencing the dangerous machinery 

to avoid accidents. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

20. Which of the following statements regarding the 
Subsidiary Alliance system is/are correct? 
1. The Nizam of Hyderabad was the first to enter 

into Subsidiary Alliance System. 
2. Subsidiary Alliance System was a strategic 

measure to counter the threat of Napoleonic 
invasion. 

3.  Under this agreement the Indian rulers were not 
allowed to have their independent armed forces. 

Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

21. Which of the following pairs is/ are matched 
correctly? 

Legislation  Provision 
1. Charter Act of 1793  Company was 

empowered to give 
individual licences for 
private trade. 

2. Charter Act of 1833  Law Members were 
made full member of 
Governor-General’s 
executive Council. 

3. Charter Act of 1853  Members were 
appointed by the 
provincial governments 
of Madras, Bombay, 
Bengal and Agra in 
the Governor-general’s 
council. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

22. Which of the following statements regarding the 
status of Indians in Civil Services in colonial India 
is/ are correct? 
1. The patronage system of recruitment to Civil 

services was ended by the Charter Act of 1853. 
2. The maximum age limit for Indians for the civil 

services exam was reduced to 19 years in 1878. 
3. The Indian Civil Services Act of 1861 opened the 

higher posts in the covenanted civil services to 
Indians. 

Select the correct option using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

23. Which of the following statements regarding 
decentralization up to local level of administration 
in British colonial India is/ are correct? 
1. The first Municipal Corporation in India was 

set-up in Madras. 
2. The Ripon Resolution of 1882 directed the 

Provincial government to devolve finances to 
local bodies. 

3. According to the Ripon Resolution on Local 
Self Government, the local bodies were to have a 
majority of elected members. 
Select the correct answer using the code given 
below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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24. Which of the following statements regarding 
administrative changes introduced by Governor 
-Generals in colonial India is/ are correct? 
1. Lord Mayo’s resolution brought in 

decentralization of finances at Provincial level. 
2. Lord Lytton’s Resolution is known for promoting 

decentralization at local levels. 
3. Lord Mayo was responsible for creating the 

Department of Agriculture within the British 
Government of India. 

4. Lord Lytton passed an act which asked Indians 
to seek licence to sell or purchase arms. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

25. Which of the following is correct regarding the Act 
for Better Government of India, 1858? 
(a) Law member became the full member of the 

governor-general’s executive council. 
(b) The dual system introduced by the Pitt’s India 

Act came to an end. 
(c) It introduced the Portfolio system for the first 

time. 
(d) It empowered the Viceroy to issue ordinances. 

26. Consider the following statements regarding 
Education commission set up by the British 
government. 
1. The Hunter commission did not deal with the 

vocational education. 
2. The Raleigh Commission recommended to 

reduce the number of fellows of a university. 
3. The Saddler University Commission 

recommended free compulsory universal 
education. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 

27. Consider the following statements regarding the 
progress of education in Bengal during the British 
rule: 
1. Fort William college was started in Calcutta for 

doing research in the history and antiquities. 
2. The Calcutta Madarsa was established with the 

objective to produce competent Muslim officers. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

28. In the context of Indian history, consider the 
following statements:  
1. The Macaulay’s Minute settled the Orientalist-

Anglicist controversy in favour of Anglicists. 
2. The Charter Act of 1813 sanctioned an annual 

sum of one lakh rupees towards education. 
3. The establishment of Sanskrit College at Calcutta 

was the outcome of General Committee of 
Public Instruction. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3  

29. Which of the following statements is/are incorrect 
with reference to the contribution of Charles 
Grant in the field of education? 
(a) He prepared the first formal blue-print on 

language and education for India. 
(b) He suggested English to be adopted as the official 

language of the Government. 
(c) His observations provided the basis for opposing 

the orientalists. 
(d) He recommended a system of grants-in-aid to 

encourage private enterprise. 

30. One of the first journals of colonial era India was 
Mirat-ul-Akbar. Who founded this journal? 
(a) Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 
(b) Shibli Numani. 
(c) Sir Syed Ahmed Khan. 
(d) Dadabhai Naoroji. 

31. Which of the following statement is incorrect with 
reference to Indian Press in colonial era? 
(a) Indian National Congress in its early days relied 

solely on the press to propagate its resolutions.  
(b) Tilak was arrested on the basis of his publication 

of a poem, ‘Shivaji’s Utterances’. 
(c) The impact of press was limited to cities and 

towns. 
(d) Hickey’s Bengal Gazette was the first newspaper 

in India. 

32. Consider the following statements about the 
Indian Councils Act, 1892: 
1. The act, for the first time, introduced direct 

elections. 
2. Congress supported the act for the constitutional 

reforms initiated by it. 
3. The act provided that budget can only be 

discussed and not voted upon. 
Which of the statements given above is/are 
incorrect? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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33. Which of the following were the reasons that 
prompted British to undertake the development 
of local bodies in India? 
1. To check the increasing politicization of Indians 
2. Centralisation has led to financial difficulties. 
3. To utilize local resources to counter criticism of 

the government 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

34. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Mayo’s Resolution of 1870 authorised the 

local governments to tax services. 
2. The Ripon’s Resolution of 1882 allowed for a 

non-official majority in the local bodies. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

35. Consider the following statements: 
1. Simon Commission recommended a tighter 

control over local bodies by provincial 
governments.

2. The recommendations of Royal Commission 
on Decentralisation were incorporated in the 
Ripon’s Resolution of 1882. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

36. With reference to provincial administration in 
British India, consider the following statements: 
1. Bengal, Madras and Bombay were the only 

Presidencies. 
2. The Presidency Governments possessed more 

powers than the provinces administered by 
Lieutenant Governors. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

37. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Calcutta Madrasah was established for the 

study of Muslim law. 
2. Fort William College was set up for training of 

civil servants in Indian languages and customs. 
3. In the first half of eighteenth century, British 

sought to promote mass education in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 

38. Consider the following statements, with reference 
to the Indian Councils Act of 1892:
1. It was passed because of the strong agitation by 

the nationalist groups.
2. It provided for legislative members to be elected 

indirectly by Indians.
3. The councils were also given the right to discuss 

annual budgets.
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

39. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Indian Council Act, 1861:
1. It laid the foundation of legislative devolution in 

India.
2. It laid the foundation of cabinet government in 

India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

40. This Act enlarged the Governor- General’s 
Executive Council for the purpose of making laws. 
The Governor-General could now add from six to 
twelve members to the Executive Council. At least 
half of these nominations had to be non-officials, 
Indian or British. Law-making was no longer 
seen as the exclusive business of the executive. 
The council was now to be known as the Imperial 
Legislative Council.
The above paragraph refers to:
(a) The Indian Council Act, 1861
(b) The Indian Council Act, 1892
(c) The Indian Council Act, 1909
(d) None of the above

41. Which of the following is/are correct regarding 
the first factory act passed during British rule in 
India?
1. It was passed under the Viceroyship of Lord 

Lansdowne.
2. It prohibited the employment of children below 

the age of 7.
3. It provides for fencing the dangerous machinery 

to avoid accidents.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
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(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

42. Consider the following statements with respect to 
financial decentralization during the British rule 
in India? 
1. Lord Ripon divided the sources of revenue in 

three groups, Imperial, Provincial and Local.
2. Provincial and Central budget got separated by 

the Government of India Act 1919.
3. Government of India act 1935, had the provision 

for Grants-in-aid to the provinces.
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

43. Which of the following acts introduced Bicameral 
legislature at provinces?
(a) Indian Councils Act, 1892. 
(b) Indian Councils Act, 1909.
(c) Government of India Act, 1919.
(d) Government of India Act, 1935.

44. With reference to Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 
which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It introduced dyarchy at the level of the 

provincial government.
2. It made the executive completely responsible to 

the legislature.
3. It further consolidated the system of communal 

and class electorates.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only

45. Consider the following statements in the context 
of Indian press during colonial rule:
1. The impact of Press was limited to cities and 

towns.
2. The Press Committee of 1921 was chaired by Tej 

Bahadur Sapru.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

46. With reference to the Morley-Minto Reforms, 
which of the following statements is correct?
(a) The Central Legislatures could vote on the 

Budget as a whole.

(b) Non-official majority was introduced in the 
Provincial Councils. 

(c) The reforms introduced the Bicameralism for 
the first time in Central legislature.

(d) It introduced elected non-official majority in the 
legislative councils of the provinces.

47. Which of the following statements regarding the 
Factory Act of 1881 is correct?
(a) It fixed maximum working hours for children to 

7 hours a day.
(b) It prohibited employment of children below 7 

years of age.
(c) It provided weekly holiday for all workers.
(d) The Factory Act of 1881 also applied to British 

owned tea and coffee plantations.

48. With reference to the Hunter Commission of 
Education, consider the following statements:
1. Mahatma Phule had submitted a representation 

to the Commission demanding compulsory 
primary education.

2. The commission was appointed during the 
tenure of Viceroy Lord Ripon.

3. It recommended the transfer of control of 
primary education to municipal boards.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

49. Regarding the Indian Universities Act, 1904, 
which of the following options is incorrect? 
(a) It placed the Calcutta University under 

governmental control. 
(b) Government enjoyed powers to veto universities’ 

senate regulations. 
(c) It encouraged the affiliation of private colleges 

with the government universities. 
(d) Universities were asked to give more attention to 

study and research.

50. Consider the following pairs with reference to the 
judicial reforms during British rule in India: 

Governor General Judicial Reforms 
1. Warren Hastings Establishment of 

Supreme Court at 
Calcutta

2. Cornwallis Abolished District 
Fauzdari Courts 

3. William Bentinck Macaulay Commission 
for codification of laws 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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51. Consider the following statements regarding the 
INC:
1. A.O Hume was the first European President of 

the Indian National Congress.
2. A resolution on national education was passed 

under the presidency of Henry Cotton.
3. Annie Besant was the first European woman to 

preside over the Congress session.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

52. In the context of modern history of India, the 
Whitley Commission of 1929 was related to which 
of the following:
(a) Recommended measures to prevent famines.
(b) Examine the military expenditure in India.
(c) Inquire into the conditions of labour in factories.
(d) Report on the working of Government of India 

Act, 1919.

53. Consider the following statements, with reference 
to Wardha scheme of basic education, 1937:
1. It recommended a craft-centered education for 

children.
2. It stated that the primary education should be 

given in mother tongue.
3. It was based on Jawaharlal Nehru’s vision about 

education.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

54. Which of the following statements is/are incorrect 
regarding to various press Act passed during 
British rule in India?
1. Ripon repealed the Vernacular Press act of 1878.
2. Newspaper Act, 1908 and Indian Press Act, 

1910 were imposed in response to Swadeshi 
Movement.

3. Tilak was tried on the charges of sedition under 
the Indian Press Act of 1910.

Select the correct answer using the code given below
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

55. Consider the following statements about the 
Regulating Act of 1773: 
1. It extended East India Company’s role to 

administrative and political fields.
2. It proved to be a long-term solution to concerns 

over the Company’s affairs.

3. It marked the first step towards parliamentary 
control over Company’s affairs.

Which of the above sentences is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

56. With reference to the Pitt’s India Act, consider the 
following statements:
1. It provides for separate bodies to manage 

commercial and political functions of the 
company. 

2. East India Company was given the supreme 
control over administration in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

57. Consider the following statements about Charter 
Act 1813:
1. It encouraged the development of education in 

India.
2. It asserted the sovereignty of the British Crown 

over the Company’s territories in India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

58. With reference to the Charter Act of 1853, which 
of the following statements is incorrect?
(a) It separated the legislative and executive 

functions of the Governor-General’s council for 
the first time.

(b) It introduced local representation in the Indian 
Central Legislative Council.

(c) It introduced an open competition system of 
selection and recruitment of civil servants.

(d) It ended the East India Company’s rule and 
allowed British Crown to take the possession of 
Indian territories.

59. With reference to the Indian Councils Act of 1909, 
consider the following statements:
1. Indians were given membership to the Viceroy’s 

Executive Council for the first time.
2. It introduced a system of communal 

representation by providing for separate 
electorates.

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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60. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Government of India Act, 1935:
1. It separated provincial budgets from the Central 

budget for the first time.
2. Simon Commission was appointed to report on 

its working.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

61. Which of the following are the provisions of the 
Government of India Act, 1935?
1. Establishment of an All-India Federation
2. Establishment of a Reserve Bank of India
3. Creation of an office of the High Commissioner 

for India in London
4. Establishment of a Federal Court
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

62. Which of the following measures were taken by 
Lord Cornwallis for reform in civil services?
1. Strict enforcement of rules against private trade 

by civil servants
2. Decreasing the salary of civil servants
3. Debarred civil servants from taking presents
Choose the correct answer using the code given 
below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

63. Which of the following commissions are associated 
with Civil Services in India under the British rule?
(a) Hunter Commission
(b) Raleigh Commission
(c) MacDonnell Commission
(d) Lee Commission

64. Which of the following recommendations were 
given by Aitchison Committee on Public Services 
(1886) ?
1. Dropping the distinction of ‘covenanted’ and 

‘uncovenanted’ civil servants.
2. Raising the age limit to appear for the civil 

services examination to 27.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

65. Consider the following statements regarding 
measures taken under Warren Hastings:
1. District Fauzdari Adalats were established to try 

civil disputes.
2. District Diwani Adalats were set up to try 

criminal disputes.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

66. What were the powers of the legislative council 
formed under the Indian Councils Act, 1861?
1. It had complete control over the budget.
2. It could not discuss any financial matter without 

the previous approval of the Government.
3. It had powers to discuss executive actions of the 

government.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

67. With reference to the Government of India Act, 
1858, consider the following statements:
1. The act abolished the East India Company.
2. It abolished the Board of Control and Court of 

Directors.
3. It established a Council of India to assist the 

Secretary of State for India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

68. Consider the following statements with respect to 
Ripon’s Resolution of 1882:
1. It advocated the development of local bodies.
2. Official members to be in majority in these local 

bodies.
3. Lord Rippon is known as ‘Father of local self-

government in India’.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

69. Consider the following statements: 
1. The first woman President of the Indian National 

Congress was Sarojini Naidu. 
2. The first Muslim President of the Indian National 

Congress was Badruddin Tyabji 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

70. With reference to the development of press during 
the British rule in India, consider the following 
statements:
1. Censorship of Press Act of 1799 was enacted 

during the tenure of Lord Wellesley.
2. The Press Act of 1835 made starting a press 

without license a penal offence.
3. Lord Ripon is considered to be the “Liberator of 

the Indian Press” 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

71. In the context of early moderates and working 
class in Indian history, which of the following 
statements is incorrect?
(a) They differentiated between the labor in Indian-

owned factories and those in the British-owned 
factories.

(b) They strongly supported the Factory Acts of 
1881 and 1891. 

(c) They did not promote the role of workers in 
national movement.

(d) They did not want division on the basis of class.

72. Consider the following pairs:

Viceroys Reforms/Events 
happened during his 
reign 

1. Lord Curzon Appointment of Frazer 
Commission 

2. Lord Lytton Categorisation of civil 
services into imperial, 
provisional and 
subordinate

3. Lord Lansdowne Queen Victoria 
assuming the title of 
‘Kaiser-i-Hind 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched 
correctly? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

73. The reforms in the Indian civil services brought 
about by Cornwallis failed to check corruption 
and inefficiency. Among the following, which of 
the following reasons are correct regarding this? 
1. Discretion of the Court of Directors of the East 

India Company in appointments.

2. Lord Cornwallis removed restrictions on civil 
servants like forbidding private trade. 

3. The Charter Act of 1833 introduced competition 
in recruitment to civil services, but its scope was 
limited. 

Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

74. Regarding the judicial reforms carried out 
by Warren Hastings, which of the following 
statement/s is/are correct? 
1. The diwani adalats administered English law on 

both Hindu and Muslim subjects. 
2. The fauzdari adalats administered justice 

through an Indian officer.
3. The collector was the judge of Diwani Adalat. 
Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

75. Which of the following judicial reforms were 
undertaken by British in India? 
1. Establishment of rule of law 
2. Codification of laws 
3. Trial of Europeans in criminal cases by Indians 
4. Cheaper access to judicial system 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

76. With regard to the judicial system of Lord 
Cornwallis in early 19th century, which of the 
following statement/s is/are correct? 
1. The principle of Equality before Law did not 

include Europeans.
2. Justice became more expensive as judicial cost 

increased. 
3. The new judicial system applied differently to 

European and Indian persons.
Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

77. The British East India Company government 
brought about several police reforms in the first 
half of the 19th century. In this regard, which of 
the following statement/s is/are correct? 
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1. Lord Cornwallis established a Superintendent of 
Police in each district. 

2. The Court of Directors abolished the system of 
darogas except in the Bengal division. 

3. Lord William Bentick abolished the office of 
Superintendent of Police. 

Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

78. Consider the following statements about Indian 
Universities Act: 
1. The act increased the number of fellows and 

their period in office. 
2. It was enacted during the term of Viceroy Lord 

Minto II. 
3. The act was based on the recommendations of 

Raleigh Commission. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

79. Which of the following act gave the Indian 
provincial councils the freedom to provide the 
right to vote for Indian women? 
(a) Indian Councils Act 1909 
(b) Government of India Act, 1919 
(c) Government of India Act, 1935 
(d) Constitution of India, 1950 

80. Consider the following: 
1. The Government of India Act, 1935 authorised 

the provincial legislatures to make their own 
budgets.

2. Under the Government of India Act, 1919, the 
allocation of seats to the provinces in central 
legislature was based on their population. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

81. Which of the following Indian newspapers stopped 
publication due to Licensing Regulations, 1823? 
(a) Mirat-Ul-Akbar 
(b) Som Prakash 
(c) Amrit Bazaar Patrika 
(d) Kesari 

82. Which one of the following statements is 
not correct about the Royal Commission on 
Decentralization, 1908? 

(a) It emphasized that village panchayats should be 
entrusted with more powers.

(b) It emphasized on the importance of sub-district 
boards to be established in every taluka. 

(c) It recommended suitable sources of revenues for 
local bodies.  

(d) It urged the withdrawal of existing restrictions 
on powers of taxation of local bodies. 

83. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the Vernacular Press Act:
1. It applied to publications made in vernacular 

Indian language only.
2. On the violation of the act, the press equipment 

of that publication was seized.
3. An appeal to the magistrate’s decision was heard 

only by a European judge.
4. It was popularly known as the ‘Gagging Act’.
Which of the statements given above is/ are correct?
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

84. With reference to the Orientalist-Anglicist 
Controversy, consider the following statements: 
1. Orientalists did not support the teaching of 

Western sciences.
2. Lord Macaulay’s Minute advocated the teaching 

of Western sciences through Indian languages. 
3. Some of the Anglicists wanted Indian languages 

as the medium of instruction. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

85. Regarding the Wood’s Despatch of 1854, consider 
the following statements: 
1. The dispatch was sent to Lord Hardinge, the 

Governor-General of India.
2. It supported the downward filtration theory. 
3. It discouraged the idea of female education in 

India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are 
incorrect? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

86. ‘It was formed to review the progress of the 
education in the country since Wood’s Despatch of 
1854. It reiterated the idea of imparting primary 
education in vernacular language. It confined 
its recommendations to primary and secondary 
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education in India. It recommended transfer 
of control of primary education to district and 
municipal boards. It highlighted the deficiencies 
in female education in India.’ 
The question refers to- 
(a) Hartog Committee 
(b) Saddler University Commission 
(c) Hunter Education Commission 
(d) Sergeant Plan of Education 

87. Consider the following statements: 
1. Raleigh Commission was set up to study the 

conditions and prospects of universities in India. 
2. Hartog Committee was set up to report on the 

problems of Calcutta University. 
3. Radhakrishnan Commission recommended 

setting up of University Grants Commission. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

88. With regards to spread of education and Christian 
thought in early 19th century, some British 
institutions and missionaries made efforts for 
the spread of western education and ideologies 
in India. In this regard, consider the following 
statements: 
1. The Schwarz Schools were established in Tanjore 
2. The London Missionary Society was active in 

Western India.
3. The Serampore Missionaries established the 

Baptist Missionary Press 
Which of the above statements are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

89. Consider the following statements regarding 
Rabindranath Tagore’s views on education: 
1. He believed that creative learning could be 

encouraged within a natural environment only. 
2. He wanted to combine the best of both Western 

and Indian education systems. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

90. Regarding the Fort William College in Calcutta, 
which of the following statement/s is/are correct? 
1. Fort William college was founded by Lord 

Wellesly in 1800. 
2. It was established to encourage the teaching of 

English language. 

3. It was also known as “The Oxford of the East”. 
Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

91. With reference to the civil services during British 
rule, consider the following statements: 
1. The Indian Councils Act of 1861 provided for a 

competitive examination for recruitment to civil 
services. 

2. Lord Cornwallis raised the salary of civil servants 
to check corruption. 

3. East India College was set up to impart training 
to the newly recruited civil servants.

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

92. With reference to the Statutory Civil Service 
during British rule, consider the following 
statements: 
1. It was introduced by Lord Ripon. 
2. It provided for recruitment of Indians through 

nomination by local governments. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

93. Consider the following statements: 
1. The 1935 Act recommended the establishment 

of a Federal Public Service Commission. 
2. The maximum age for appearing at the Civil 

Service Examination was increased from 
nineteen in 1859 to twenty-three in 1878. 

3. Satyendra Nath Tagore was the first Indian to 
qualify for the Indian Civil Service. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 

94. In 1720, the British government enacted the 
Calico Act. What is it primarily related to? 
(a) Disallowing Indians from entering into Cotton 

trade. 
(b) Compulsory use of English made cotton fabrics 

in India. 
(c) Banning the use of printed cotton textile 

imported from India.
(d) Barring of company officials from private trade 

of Cotton. 
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95. With regards to the Charter Act of 1813, which of 
the following statements is/are correct? 
1. It allowed Christian missionaries to enter and 

preach in India. 
2. It allocated an annual sum of Rs 1 lakh for the 

“encouragement of learned natives”. 
3. It increased the jurisdiction of Courts in India 

over European subjects.
Select the correct answer from the code given below.
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

96. With respect to the Charter Act of 1833, which of 
the following statement/s is/are correct? 
1. It is also known as Saint Helena Act. 
2. The Act provided for disqualification from 

company’s services on the basis of religion and 
place of birth.

3. The Act made a provision for the nomination 
of Indians to the covenanted services of the 
country. 

Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

97. With reference to the Press Act of 1835, consider 
the following statements: 
1. It was brought to repeal the Licensing 

Regulations, 1823.
2. It was brought during the tenure of William 

Bentinck as the governor-general of India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

98. Following the introduction of the Press Act 
of 1835, there was a substantial growth in the 
number of Indian newspapers. Regarding these, 
which of the following statement/s is/are correct? 
1. These newspapers were profit-making ventures 

started by Indian businessmen. 
2. These newspapers encouraged library 

movements. 
3. The reach of these newspapers were limited to 

towns and cities only. 
4. In these newspaper, Acts and policies of the 

Government were not criticised. 
Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 4 only 
(d) 4 only 

99. With respect to the Charter Act of 1853, which of 
the following statement/s is/are correct? 
1. The Law Member was given voting rights in the 

Governor General’s Executive Council. 
2. The Chief Justice of Supreme Court of Calcutta 

was made an ex-officio member of the Governor 
General’s Executive Council. 

3. It provided a fixed time limit for which, the 
company had to retain the territories in India. 

Select the correct answer from the options given 
below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

100. With reference to the changes made by Indian 
Councils Act of 1861 to Viceroy’s executive 
council, consider the following statements: 
1. It introduced a fifth member as a jurist to 

executive council. 
2. The viceroy could add additional members of 

whom at least half had to be Indians. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

101. With reference to the Council of India provided 
by Government of India Act, 1858, consider the 
following statements: 
1. The Commander-in-Chief, who headed the 

Army department was one of its members. 
2. The Viceroy of India could not overrule its 

decisions. 
3. It did not have any Indian member. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

102. With reference to ‘Government of India Act, 1919’, 
consider the following statements:
1. Under the act, the majority of members of 

Council of State (Upper House) were to be 
elected directly.

2. It separated the provincial and central budgets 
for the first time.

3. The principle of communal representation was 
suspended due to strong agitation from Home 
Rule League and Congress.
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Which of the following statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

103. With reference to the portfolio system of the 
British administration, consider the following 
statements: 
1. It was introduced by Lord Mayo. 
2. It laid the foundation of cabinet system in India.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

104. Which of the following statements is correct 
regarding the British social and cultural policy in 
India? 
(a) British followed the policy of non-interference 

in socio-religious sphere till 1857. 
(b) The Christian missionaries were very critical of 

British imperialists. 
(c) After 1858, British authorities encouraged 

casteism and communalism. 
(d) The British Conservatives justified cultural 

enslavement of India.

105. With reference to British policies in India, the Lex 
Loci Act of 1850 is related to 
(a) Recognition of territorial integrity of princely 

states 
(b) Lowering of age limit for recruitment in public 

services 
(c) Improving of the working condition of children 

in factories 
(d) Right to inherit ancestral property by Christian 

converts.

106. Regarding the Charter Act of 1813, which of the 
following statements is incorrect? 
(a) It allowed the entry of British private merchants 

into India. 
(b) It allocated an annual sum of 100,000 for 

promoting literature and sciences. 
(c) Christian missionaries were permitted to preach 

their religion in India. 
(d) The governor-general was to control all civil and 

military affairs of the Company. 

107. Consider the following statements with respect 
to judicial reforms introduced by the British 
government:
1. Lord Wellesley opposed the concentration of 

judicial and executive powers in Governor-
General.

2. The origin of personal laws in India can be traced 
to the reign of Warren Hastings.

3. In criminal cases, European subjects could be 
tried by European judges only.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

108. Which of the following acts of British government 
included Indians in the administration for the 
first time?  
(a) Government of India Act, 1858 
(b) Indian Councils Act, 1861 
(c) Indian Councils Act, 1892 
(d) Indian Councils Act, 1909

109. Curzon-Kitchener Controversy of 1904 was 
related to the 
(a) Control over the military affairs of the 

government 
(b) Creation of Bengal Presidency 
(c) Rift over association of Indians in administration 
(d) Categorization of civil services into imperial and 

provincial

110. Which of the following events occurred during the 
tenure of Viceroy Lord Willingdon?
1. Separation of Burma from India
2. Poona Pact
3. Arrival of Simon Commission
4. August Offer
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 4 

111. The first Law Commission in India was established 
under the Chairmanship of 
(a) Lord Cornwallis
(b) Lord Macaulay
(c) Lord Warren Hastings
(d) Lord William Bentinck

112. With reference to regulation of press during the 
British rule, consider the following statements:  
1. The Newspaper Act, 1908 empowered the 

government to confiscate press property.  
2. The Press Act, 1835 is also known as Metcalfe 

act.  
3. The Censorship of Press act, 1799 was enacted 

anticipating French invasion of India.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3

113. Mayo’s Resolution of 1870 was important with 
respect to
(a) Financial decentralization  
(b) Vernacular education 
(c) Judicial reforms 
(d) Agriculture department 
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114. Which of the following were the main provisions 
of Cornwallis Code? 
1. There was a separation of revenue and justice 

administration. 
2. European subjects were also brought under 

jurisdiction. 
3. Government officials were not answerable to 

the civil courts for actions done in their official 
capacity. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

115. Match the following pairs:

Governor General/ 
Viceroy

Events

A.  Lord William 
Bentinck

1. Woods Dispatch

B. Lord Dalhousie 2. Sati Act
C. Lord Canning 3. Revolt of 1857

D. Lord Lytton 4. First Famine 
Commission

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a)  A- 4; B- 1; C-4; D-3
(b) A-2; B-3; C-1; D-4
(c) A- 2; B- 1; C-3; D-4
(d) A- 2; B- 1; C-4; D-3

116. Consider the following statements regarding Lee 
Commission:
1. It suggested that secretary of state should 

continue to recruit Indian Civil Service.
2. It recommended for immediate establishment of 

public service commission.
3. It was established during the Viceroyship of Lord 

Reading. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) 2 only
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SOLUTIONS

6.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
The reforms suggested by Government of India Act, 1919 
are known as Montagu-Chelmsford reforms or Montford 
reforms. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Act divided the provincial 
subjects into two parts–transferred and reserved. 
The transferred subjects were to be administered by 
the Governor with the aid of Ministers responsible to 
the legislative council. The reserved subjects, on the 
other hand, were to be administered by the Governor 
and his executive council without being responsible to 
the legislative council. This dual scheme of governance 
was known as ‘dyarchy’–a term derived from the Greek 
word di-arche which means double rule. However, this 
experiment was largely unsuccessful.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Indian Councils Act of 1909 
also known as Morley-Minto reforms introduced a system 
of communal representation for Muslims by accepting the 
concept of separate electorates.
Statement 3 is correct. The government of India Act 
1919 gave the provinces more legislative powers 
provided for the framing of rules for the devolution of 
authority between the Centre and the Provinces. 

2. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
The Government of India Act of 1919 clearly defined the 
jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments. 
It provided for the demarcation and separation of 
subjects between centre and provinces. The central and 
provincial legislatures were authorised to make laws on 
their respective list of subjects. However, the structure of 
government continued to be centralised and unitary.
It further divided the provincial subjects into two parts–
transferred and reserved. The transferred subjects were to 
be administered by the Governor with the aid of Ministers 
responsible to the legislative council. The reserved 
subjects, on the other hand, were to be administered by 
the Governor and his executive council without being 
responsible to the legislative council. This dual scheme 
of governance was known as ‘dyarchy’–a term derived 
from the Greek word di-arche which means double rule. 
However, this experiment was largely unsuccessful.

3. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Factory Act of 1881 was 
introduced by Lord Ripon to improve the service 
condition of the factory workers in India. It dealt 

primarily with the problem of child labour. The Act 
banned the appointment of children below the age of 
seven in factories. It restricted the working hours for 
children to 9 hours per day. It made compulsory for all 
dangerous machines in the factories to be properly fenced 
to ensure security to the workers. It provided for four 
holidays to children per month.
Statement 2 is correct. N.M. Lokhande was a pioneer in 
organizing the labour movement in British India. He is 
considered as the Father of Trade Union Movement in 
India. In 1880, he started the newspaper Deenbandhu 
(first labour journal in the country) and set up the Bombay 
Mill and Millhands Association.

4. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
Features of Government of India Act 1935: 
• It provided for the establishment of an All - India 

Federation consisting of provinces and princely states 
as units.

• The Act divided the powers between the Centre and 
units in terms of three lists — Federal List (for Centre) 
, Provincial List (for provinces) and the Concurrent 
List (for both) . Residuary powers were given to 
the Viceroy. (The Viceroy was also the Governor-
General of India) 

• It abolished dyarchy in the provinces and introduced 
‘provincial autonomy’ in its place.

• Bicameralism was introduced in 6 out of 11 Provinces.
• Separate Electorate was provided for Hindu and 

Muslims as was provided by 1909 and 1919 Acts too.
• ‘Vote of No Confidence’ and ‘Idea of Collective 

Representation’ was introduced.
• Limited Franchise – Only 14 per cent (1/6) of the total 

population in British India was given the right to vote.

5. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched. The Sanskrit College was 
established by Jonathan Duncan, the resident, at Benaras 
in 1791 for study of Hindu law and philosophy. Sir 
William Jones is associated with Asiatic Society of Bengal.
Pair 2 is correctly matched. The Calcutta Madarasa was 
established by Warren Hastings in 1781 for the study of 
Muslim law and related subjects.
Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Fort William College was 
set up by Lord Richard Wellesley, the then Governor-
General of British India in 1800 for training of civil 
servants of the Company in languages and customs 
of Indians (closed in 1802) . Arthur Wellesley was the 
brother of Lord Wellesley who fought the 4th Anglo-
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Mysore war against Tipu Sultan. Arthur Wellesley, forced 
Tipu to retreat to his capital Srirangapattinam.

6. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Before renewing the Charter in 1853, the British 
Parliament constitutes a Selection Committee to enquiry 
into the Progress of education in India and suggests 
reform. The suggestions of the Committee were issued as a 
Charter of Education on July 19, 1854. Charles Wood was 
the president of the Board of Control. So this is known as 
Wood’s Despatch of 1854.
Statement 1 is correct. The Wood’s Despatch 
recommended the sanction of a grant-in-aid system in the 
Indian educational system. To educate the large number 
of people of India was a difficult task and so the grant-
in-aid system was adopted by the government. Grants 
were given to those schools and colleges which satisfied 
the certain prescribed conditions such as schools must 
provide secular education, increasing the salaries 
teachers, construction of school buildings, granting 
scholarships to students, providing secular education.
Statement 2 is correct. The Wood’s Despatch 
recommended the establishment of a network of graded 
schools all over the country. At one end were the 
universities and the colleges, then the high schools 
followed by the middle schools and the bottom of the 
middle schools and at the bottom of the network were 
the primary schools. The Wood’s Despatch recommended 
the establishment of three universities in the Presidency 
towns of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras on the model of 
the London University.
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Despatch realised that 
any acquaintance of European knowledge could be 
communicated to the common people and that could 
be conveyed to them only through learning their own 
mother tongue. Therefore, the Despatch clearly stated 
that Indian languages as well as English should be used 
as media of instruction.

7. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Option 1 is correct. Charter Act of 1813 provided that 
a sum of one lakh rupees was to be set aside for the 
revival, promotion and encouragement of literature, 
learning and science among the natives of India, every 
year.
Also, this Act allowed missionaries to travel to India. 
These missionaries were always keen to spread western 
literature and teachings of Christianity through English 
medium.
Option 2 is incorrect. The General Committee of Public 
Instruction (1823) was not able to decide the medium 
of instruction by vote; because out of ten members, five 
were supporters of English language or Anglicist as the 
medium of instruction and the rest were supporters of 

oriental or classic language or Classicists as a medium 
of instruction.
However, as a president of General Committee of 
Public Instruction, Lord Macaulay wrote a minute on 
2nd February 1835, where he made the conclusion 
regarding the controversy. Lord Macaulay stressed the 
implementation of the English language as a medium 
of instruction through his minute.
The government soon made English as the medium of 
instruction in its schools and colleges and opened a few 
English schools and colleges instead of a large number of 
elementary schools, thus neglecting mass education.
Option 3 is correct. After the Charter Act, 1813 put 
emphasis on education, a controversy erupted between the 
Anglicist and Orientalist on the medium of instruction. 
Anglicist supported English as the medium of instruction 
and the rest were supporters of oriental or vernacular 
languages as a medium of instruction.

8. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Charter Act of 1813 ended 
the monopoly of the East India Company over trade 
with India, except for trade in tea and trade with China. 
The Company retained the trade with China and the trade 
in tea.
The Charter Act of 1833 abolished the Company’s 
monopoly of the China trade.
Statement 2 is correct. The Charter Act, 1813 asserted 
the sovereignty of the British Crown over the Indian 
territories held by the Company. The Company was to 
retain the possession of territories and the revenue for 
20 years more, without prejudice to the sovereignty of 
the Crown. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Act provides that the 
Company was to retain the possession of the revenue 
for 20 years more.
The Act also deprived the presidencies of the power 
to make laws, concentrating legislative power with the 
Governor-General and his council.
It also provides for a sum of one lakh rupees to be set 
aside for the revival, promotion and encouragement of 
literature, learning and science among the natives of 
India, every year.

9. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Fort William College was established on 18 August 1800 
by Lord Richard Wellesley to train the British officials 
with the local language, cultures, law and traditions so 
that their administrative work would become easier as 
it involved interaction with the Indian natives.
The Court of Directors of the British East India Company 
were not in support of a training college in Kolkata. Then 
a separate College was established in 1807 in England.
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6.2. Practice Questions

10. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. The Indian Councils Act, 
1892, increased the number of members of the Imperial 
Legislative Council as well as Provincial councils but 
officials retained their majority in the council, thus 
making ineffective the non-official voice. Along with 
that, the budget could not be voted upon, nor could 
any amendments be made to it. Hence the nationalists 
demanded a larger share for Indians in the councils with 
wider powers for them. In this context, they demanded 
greater Indian control over the public purse and raised the 
slogan of ‘’No taxation without representation’’.  

11. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
The Arya Samaj did not criticise the Chaturvarna system. 
In fact, Dayananda subscribed to the Vedic notion of 
chaturvarna system, in which a person was not born in any 
caste but was identified as a brahmin, kshatriya, vaishya or 
shudra according to the occupation the person followed. 
At the same time Dayananda launched a frontal attack on 
Hindu orthodoxy, caste rigidities, untouchability. 

12. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Lee commission (1924) recommended direct 
recruitment to ICS on basis of 50:50 parity between the 
Europeans and the Indians be reached in 15 years. 

13. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Period of 1757 to 1813 is 
described as period of mercantilism. It was based on 
twin objectives- to acquire monopoly of trade with India 
against other European trading companies as well as 
against Indian merchants and to directly appropriate or 
take governmental revenues through control over state 
power. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Owing to its mode of exploitation 
being trade, this stage is also termed as Colonialism 
of Free Trade. It started with the Charter Act of 1813 
and continued till 1860s. India’s colonial economy was 
integrated with the British and world capitalist economy. 
This was made possible with the introduction of free trade. 
All import duties in India were either totally removed or 
drastically reduced to nominal rates. It badly affected 
Indian artisans. 
Statement 3 is correct. In the period after 1858, a very 
large amount of British capital got invested in railways, 
loans to the Government of India, trade and to a lesser 
extent in plantations, coal mining, jute mill, shipping and 
banking in India. This period is also termed as the era of 
foreign investments and international competition for 
colonies. 

14. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Pair 1 is incorrectly matched: Lord Cornwallis (1786-
93) made many reforms in the judicial - administrative 
-revenue structure. He compiled the Cornwallis Code, 
which stood on the principle of Separation of Powers 
which he promoted throughout the administration 
through his reforms. He divested the Collector of all 
judicial and magisterial powers, leaving only revenue 
administration under him. 
A new class of officer called the District Judge was 
created to preside over the District Civil Courts. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched: William Bentick (1828-
35) employed Indians wherever possible (especially 
in the Subordinate Civil Services) instead of high paid 
Europeans. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched: Lord Dalhousie (1848-
56) acquired many new territories by annexing princely 
states under Doctrine of Lapse, and by conquering states 
through war. These new territories needed a system of 
governance and administration. Unlike the older British 
provinces like Bombay and Madras, which had a tightly 
regulated administration in form of a Governor and his 
Council appointed by the Crown. Dalhousie introduced a 
new system for administration of these newly acquired 
territories.  
It was a system of centralized control under himself, and 
not the crown (Hence called non-Regulation system). He 
would appoint a commissioner over a newly acquired 
territory who was directly responsible to the Governor-
General. 

15. Solution (c)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The General Service Enlistment 
Act 1856 was passed by Lord Canning.  
Statement 2 is incorrect. The General Service Enlistment 
Act decreed that all future recruits to the Bengal Army 
would have to give an undertaking to serve anywhere 
required by the government. For the religious Hindu of 
the time, crossing the seas meant loss of caste. This caused 
resentment.  

16. Solution (a)   
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Warren Hastings started a new 
system of dispensing justice through a hierarchy of civil 
and criminal courts but the system was stabilized by 
Cornwallis in 1793. In each district was established 
a Diwani Adalat, or civil court presided over by the 
District Judge who belonged to the Civil Service. 
Cornwallis thus separated the posts of the Civil Judge 
and the Collector (Separated the executive and judicial 
duties at district level).  
Statement 2 is incorrect. Below the District Court were 
Registrars’ Courts that were headed by Europeans. The 
subordinate courts were headed by Indian judges known 
as Munsifs and Amins.  
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Statement 3 is incorrect. In 1831, William Bentinck 
abolished the Provincial Courts of Appeal and Circuit. 
Their work was assigned first to Commissions and later 
to District Judges and District Collectors. Bentinck also 
raised the status and powers of Indians in the judicial 
service and appointed them as Deputy Magistrates, 
Subordinate Judges and Principal Sadar Amins.  

17. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect.Warren Hastingsfollowed a 
policy of ring-fence which aimed at creating buffer zones 
to defend the Company’s frontiers. Broadly speaking, it 
was the policy ofdefenceof theirneighbours’frontiers for 
safeguarding their own territories. This policy of Warren 
Hastings was reflected in his war against the Marathas and 
Mysore. 
Statement 2 is incorrect.Pioneer of the Subsidiary 
Alliance System was the French Governor Dupleix. 
It was Dupleix, who first used the idea of hiring the 
European troops by Indian rulers to fight their wars.
Since then, almost all thegovernor-generalsfrom Clive 
onwards applied the system to various Indian states and 
brought it to near perfection. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Lord Dalhousie annexed 
Awadh (not Sambhalpur) in 1856 after deposing Nawab 
Wajid Ali Shah on grounds of misgovernment. Doctrine 
of Lapse resulted in theannexation of Sambalpur,which 
was annexed in 1849. 

18. Solution (a)  
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. William Bentick favored the 
establishment of the English language as court language 
after influence form both British and Indian intellectuals. 
In Higher courts Persian was replaced by English as the 
court language.  
Statement 2 is correct. Printing and publishing of 
books in English for free and making them available for 
low cost favored the spread of European literature and 
Science among the Indian people. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The English Education Act, 
1835 was passed by the Council of India to give effect 
to the resolution.  

19. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The First factory Act was 
passed in 1881, under the Viceroyship of Lord Ripon. 
Statement 2 is correct. It prohibited the employment of 
children below the age of 7 years, limited the number of 
working hours to 9 hours per day for children. 
Statement 3 is correct. It also had the provision of 
fencing the dangerous machinery to avoid accidents. 

20. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 

Statement 1 is correct: The Nizam of Hyderabad was the 
first to enter into a Subsidiary Alliance System, in 1798. 
Statement 2 is correct: Apart from getting political 
power and strategic use of fighting the French threat 
of Napoleonic invasion, this system was a source of 
income for the Company. The Company demanded a 
fixed sum of money as maintenance of its modern and 
trained army defending the native Prince against other 
native rulers. Also, if the prince failed to pay, he had to 
cede a portion of territory yielding revenue equivalent 
to the sum decided. This helped greatly in improving the 
financial condition of the Company and in increasing 
territories under British rule. 
Statement 3 is correct: According to the terms of this 
alliance, Indian rulers were not allowed to have their 
independent armed forces. They were to be protected by 
the Company, but had to pay for the “subsidiary forces” 
that the Company was supposed to maintain for the 
purpose of this protection. If the Indian rulers failed to 
make the payment, then part of their territory was taken 
away as penalty. 

21. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Pair 1 is correctly matched: As per a provision of the 
Charter Act of 1793, the Company was empowered to 
give licences to individuals as well as the Company’s 
employees to trade in India. The licences, known as 
‘privilege’ or ‘country trade’, paved the way for shipments 
of opium to China. 
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched: The Charter Act of 1833 
only provided for a law member to be attached to the 
Governor-General’s executive council, in an advisory role 
only for professional advice on law-making. 
It was the Charter Act of 1853, which made the law 
member a full-fledged member of the Governor- 
General’s Executive Council. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched:  The Charter Act of 1853 
introduced, for the first time, local representation in the 
Central Legislative Council. Of the six new legislative 
members of the governor-general’s council, four members 
were appointed by the local (provincial) governments of 
Madras, Bombay, Bengal and Agra. 

22. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The 1853 Charter Act ended the 
Company’s patronage. It recommended recruitment to 
be through an open competition. However, this provision 
remained on paper only. It was much later in the 1860s 
that it could come into force properly. 
Statement 2 is correct: The maximum permissible age was 
gradually reduced from 23 (in 1859) to 22 (in 1860) to 21 
(in 1866) and to 19 (1878). Lord Lytton’s step to decrease 
the age limit to 19 years old was met with widespread 
criticism and opposition from the newly educated middle 
class of India. 
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Statement 3 is incorrect: The Indian Civil Services Act, 
1861 kept the higher posts in Covenanted Civil Services 
reserved for Europeans and out of reach of Indians. 
This trend started with Lord Cornwallis who preferred 
Europeanization of administration and continued upto 
Government of India Act, 1935. Indians were distrusted 
as corrupt, inefficient and disloyal to the British, and 
so were not allowed to occupy the higher offices of the 
prestigious covenanted civil services regardless of their 
talent or merit.  
They were only recruited to Subordinate, and over 
time into Provincial civil services, so as to save money, 
as Indians were hired cheaper compared to European 
counterparts. 

23. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: The first Municipal Corporation 
was set-up in the former Presidency Town of Madras in 
1688; and was followed by similar corporations in the 
then Bombay and Calcutta in 1726. 
Statement 2 is correct: The Ripon Resolution on 
Financial Decentralization of 1882 directed Provinces 
to devolve funds and functions to local bodies just like 
Mayo’s Resolution of 1870 had had directed Centre to 
devolve functions and dedicated funds from revenue to 
Provinces, to be used at their discretion. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: According to the Ripon 
Resolution on Local Self Government of 1882, local bodies 
were to have a majority of non-officials. However, most 
of these non-officials were nominated British loyalists 
and elected members were still in minority. 

24. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: The granting of fixed sums out 
of central revenues for administration of certain services 
like police, jails, education, medical services and roads 
to provincial governments signified the first step in the 
direction towards bifurcating central and provincial 
finances in 1870 by Lord Mayo. 
Statement 2 is correct: Lord Lytton made certain 
administrative changes leading to increased financial 
decentralization at Provincial levels.
Lord Ripon and his resolutions are remembered for 
promoting financial and functional decentralisation at 
local levels. He is known as the “Father of Local Self 
Government in India”. 
Statement 3 is correct: Lord Mayo is credited with creating 
the Department of Agriculture as well as Department of 
Commerce within the British government of India.   
Statement 4 is correct: A repressive measure of Lord 
Lytton was the Indian Arms Act. By it, the Indians were 
asked to seek licence or permission to keep, sell or 
purchase arms. The offenders were to be punished both 
with fine and imprisonment for a maximum period of 
seven years. 

25. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement a is incorrect: This act ended Company Rule 
in India and decreed that the Indian territories will now 
be directly governed by the British government in the 
name of Queen Victoria. 
By the Charter Act of 1853 law member became the full 
member of the governor-general’s executive council.  
Statement b is correct: India was to be governed by and 
in the name of the Crown through a secretary of state and 
a council of 15. The initiative and the final decisions were 
to be with the secretary of state and the council was to 
be just advisory in nature. The dual system introduced 
by the Pitt’s India Act came to an end by abolishing the 
Board of Control and Court of Directors.  
Statement c is incorrect: Indian Councils Act. 1861, 
empowered the Viceroy to make rules and orders for the 
more convenient transaction of business in the council. 
It also gave a recognition to the ‘portfolio’ system, 
introduced by Lord Canning in 1859. Under this, a 
member of the Viceroy’s council was made in-charge of 
one or more departments of the Government and was 
authorised to issue final orders on behalf of the council on 
matters of his department(s).  
Statement d is incorrect. Indian Councils Act. 1861, 
empowered the Viceroy to issue ordinances, without 
the concurrence of the legislative council, during an 
emergency. The life of such an ordinance was six months.  

26. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Hunter commission (1882-
83) recommended that secondary education should 
have two divisions- literary leading upto University and 
Vocational for commercial careers. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Raleigh Commission (1902) 
recommended to reduce the number of fellows of a 
university and their periods in the office and also the 
most fellows were to be nominated by the Government. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Free compulsory universal 
education for 6-11 years age group was not 
recommended by Saddler university commission, but 
by Sergeant plan of education (1944). 
Saddler university commission (1917-18) was set up to 
study the problems of Calcutta university. It recommended 
that school course should cover 12 years and students 
should enter university after an intermediate stage rather 
than matric for a 3-year degree course in university. 

27. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Fort William college was 
started in Calcutta for the instruction and training of 
the English Civil servants of the company in language 
and customs of Indians. Asiatic society of Bengal was 
founded for doing research in the history and antiquities, 
the arts, sciences and literature of Asia. 
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Statement 2 is correct. The Calcutta Madarsa was 
established in 1781 by Warren Hastings to promote the 
study of the Arabic and Persian languages, for the study of 
muslim law and related subjects. Its other objective was 
to produce competent Muslim officers for the courts of 
Justice and other responsible and lucrative offices in the 
state. 

28. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.  
Statement 1 is correct. The Lord Macaulay’s Minute 
settled the Orientalist-Anglicist controversy in favour 
of Anglicists - the limited government resources were to 
be devoted to teaching of Western sciences and literature 
through the medium of English language alone. The 
educated section of upper and middle classes would act 
as interpreters between the government and masses and 
would enrich the vernaculars by which knowledge of 
Western science and literature would reach the masses. 
This was called the ‘downward filtration theory’. 
Statement 2 is correct. In 1813, the Charter Act 
sanctioned the annual sum of ₹ 1,00,000 towards 
‘the revival and improvement of literature and the 
encouragement of the learned natives of India and for 
the introduction and promotion of knowledge of the 
science among the inhabitants of the British territories of 
India’.  
Statement 3 is correct. Sanskrit College, Calcutta was 
established in 1824 during the administration of lord 
Amherst. A General Committee of Public Instruction 
for the Bengal Presidency was formed by a resolution 
adopted by the Governor General in Council on 17 July 
1823. The Committee had ten members comprising men 
like HT Prinsep, Thomas Babington Macaulay and Horace 
Hayman Wilson. Majority members of the committee 
favoured Oriental Studies, and the outcome was the 
proposal for the establishment of Sanskrit College at 
Calcutta. 

29. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement a is correct: Charles Grant prepared the first 
formal blue-print on language and education for India 
in 1792. It was a treatise called “Observations on the state 
of Society among the Asiatic Subjects of Great Britain, 
particularly with respect to Morals: and the Means of 
improving it.” In the treatise, Grant argued in favour of 
the English language, education and Christianity.  
Statement b is correct: He wanted English to be 
introduced in India as the medium of instruction in a 
western system of education. Moreover, he suggested 
English to be adopted as the official language of the 
Government for easy communication between the rulers 
and the ruled. 
Statement c is correct: Grant’s Observations were 
published in 1797 in the form of a book and provided 
a basis to the opinion against the Company’s policy in 
favour of Orientalist education. 

Statement d is incorrect: The Wood’s Despatch 
recommended the creation of a large number of Anglo-
Vernacular schools to teach literacy at primary levels. 
It also recommended a system of grants-in-aid to 
encourage private enterprise. 

30. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement a is correct: Raja Ram Mohan Roy started 
a journal in Persian, titled Mirat-ul-Akbar to educate 
and inform the public about socio-religious reforms and 
modern civil & political ideas like peasant rights, etc.  

31. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
The press had a wide reach and they stimulated a library 
movement. Their impact was not limited to cities and 
towns; these newspapers reached the remote villages, 
where each news item and editorial would be read and 
discussed thoroughly in the ‘local libraries’ which would 
gather around a single newspaper.  

32. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Indian Councils Act, 1892 
increased the size of Imperial Legislative Council which 
could have ten to sixteen non-officials. Some of these 
additional members could be indirectly elected. Thus, 
an element of elections (and not direct elections) was 
introduced for the first time. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. These reforms were severely 
criticized (and not supported them) at the Congress 
session. 
Statement 3 is correct. The act provided that the budget 
could be discussed but this freedom remains only till 
the discussion as it could not be voted upon, nor any 
amendment could be made to the budget. 

33. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Local government sought to 
provide association of Indians with the administration 
without undermining British supremacy in India. Thus, it 
was an attempt to check the increasing politicization of 
Indians by sharing power with them. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Charter Act of 1833 
introduced a centralized form of governance. The 
centralizing nature of the governance led to financial 
difficulties which made decentralization imperative. 
Statement 3 is correct. With the local government, the 
utilization of local taxes for local welfare could be used 
to counter any public criticism of British reluctance to 
undertake developmental works. 

34. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Mayo’s Resolution of 1870 
authorised the local governments to tax services 
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in the context of transfer of certain departments of 
administration like medical services, education and roads, 
to the control of provincial governments. 
Statement 2 is correct. Ripon’s Resolution of 1882 
carried forward the principle of financial decentralization 
seen under Mayo’s government. Non-officials were to be 
in majority in these local bodies, who could be elected 
if the officials thought that it was possible to introduce 
elections. 

35. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Simon Commission (1930) 
highlighted a lack of progress of village panchayats. It 
suggested to tighten the provincial control over local 
bodies for efficiency.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Royal Commission on 
Decentralisation was appointed in 1907 which 
pointed out the lack of financial resources as stumbling 
block in the effective functioning of the local bodies. 
Its recommendations were incorporated in the 
Government of India Resolution of 1915. 

36. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The British had divided India for 
administrative convenience into provinces. Three of these 
provinces- Bengal, Madras and Bombay were known as 
Presidencies. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Presidencies were governed by 
a Governor and his Executive Council of three members, 
who were appointed by the Crown. The Presidency 
Governments possessed more rights and powers than 
other provinces which were administered by Lieutenant 
Governors and Chief Commissioners appointed by the 
Governor-General. 

37. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Calcutta Madrasah was set 
up by Warren Hastings in 1781 to study the Muslim law 
and related subjects. It sought to provide a regular supply 
of qualified Indians to help the administration of law in 
the Company’s court. 
Statement 2 is correct. Fort William College was set up 
by Lord Wellesley in 1800. Its purpose was to train civil 
servants of the Company in languages and customs of 
Indians. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Education remained a neglected 
subject during the first sixty years of Company’s rule in 
India. In the early years of eighteenth century, British 
planned to educate a small section of upper and middle 
classes only.

38. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The British government was 
forced to pass the Indian Councils Act of 1892, by the 

strong agitation of the early nationalists. From 1885 to 
1892 many demands were made by the nationalists for 
elected memberships of the councils and increase in their 
powers.
Statement 2 is correct. The Act provided for increase in 
the number of members of the councils at the Center and 
the provinces. Some of the members could be elected 
indirectly by Indians, but the official majority remained.
Statement 3 is correct. The councils were also given the 
right to discuss annual budgets. But they had no right to 
vote on the budgets. 

39. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Indian Council Act, 1861 
laid the foundations of legislative devolution in India 
by vesting legislative powers in the Governments of 
Bombay and Madras and by making provision for 
the institution of similar legislative councils in other 
Provinces.
Statement 2 is correct. The Act introduced the 
portfolio system, which laid the foundations of cabinet 
government in India. Under which, each branch of the 
administration has its official head and spokesman in the 
government, who was responsible for its administration.

40. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
The Indian Councils Act of 1861 enlarged the Governor- 
General’s Executive Council for the purpose of making 
laws. The Governor-General could now add from six to 
twelve members to the Executive Council. At least half 
of these nominations had to be non-officials, Indian or 
British. This council came to be known as the Imperial 
Legislative Council. It possessed no powers at all. It could 
not discuss the budget or a financial measure or any 
other important bill without the previous approval of 
the Government. It could not discuss the actions of the 
administration.

41. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The First factory Act was 
passes in 1881, under the Viceroyship of Lord Ripon.
Statement 2 is correct. It prohibited the employment of 
children below the age of 7 years, limited the number of 
working hours to 9 hours per day for children.
Statement 3 is correct. It also had the provision of 
fencing the dangerous machinery to avoid accidents.

42. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct 
Statement 1 is incorrect. In 1882 Lord Ripon divided 
all sources of revenue into three groups- General or 
Imperial (going entirely to centre) , Provincial (going 
entirely to provinces) and Divided (between centre and 
provinces) .
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Statement 2 is correct. Government of India act 1919, 
separated for the first time the provincial and central 
budgets, with provincial legislatures being authorised 
to make their budgets. Statement 3 is correct. The 
Government of India,1935 Act allowed for the sharing 
of Centre’s revenues and for the provision of grants-in-
aid to provinces.

43. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Although the Government of India Act, 1919 (Montague-
Chelmsford Reforms) introduced bicameralism in the 
Indian Legislative Council at the Centre, bicameralism 
at the provinces was introduced by the Government 
of India Act, 1935. Under the 1935 Act, bicameral 
legislatures were provided in the six provinces of Madras, 
Bombay, Bengal, United Provinces, Bihar and Assam, with 
other five provinces retaining unicameral legislatures.

44. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Based on the Montagu-
Chelmsford or Montford Reforms, the Government 
of India Act, 1919 was enacted. Montford Reforms 
introduced dyarchy for the executive at the level of the 
provincial government.
Statement 2 is incorrect: The executive was not 
completely responsible to the legislature. The dyarchy 
introduced to the provinces, made the ministers 
responsible to the legislatures only to subjects mentioned 
in the transferred list. 
Statement 3 is correct. The system of communal and 
class electorates was further consolidated by Montford 
Reforms.

45. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Indian newspapers had 
a wide reach and they stimulated a library movement. 
Their impact was not limited to cities and towns; these 
newspapers reached the remote villages, where each 
news item and editorial would be read and discussed 
thoroughly in the ‘local libraries which would gather 
around a single newspaper.
Statement 2 is correct. In 1921, on the recommendations 
of a Press Committee chaired by Tej Bahadur Sapru, the 
Press Acts of 1908 and 1910 were repealed. 

46. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
In the provincial councils, the non-official majority 
was introduced by the Morley-Minto Reforms, but 
since some of these non-officials were nominated and not 
elected, the overall non-elected majority remained.

47. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.

The Indian Factory Act, 1881 dealt primarily with the 
problem of child labour (between 7 and 12 years of age) 
. It banned the employment of children below 7 years 
of age. The Factories Act, 1891 further increased the 
minimum age to 9 years.

48. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Hunter commission 
of education 1882, was appointed during the tenure of 
Viceroy Lord Ripon. In 1882, Mahatma Jotirao Phule 
submitted a representation to Sir William Hunter, 
Chairman of the Education Commission. He demanded 
compulsory primary education.
Statement 3 is correct. The Hunter Commission 
mostly confined its recommendations to primary and 
secondary education. It recommended transfer of 
control of primary education to newly set up district 
and municipal boards.

49. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct 
In 1902, Raleigh Commission was set up to go into 
conditions and prospects of universities in India and to 
suggest measures for improvement in their constitution 
and working. Based on its recommendations, the 
Indian Universities Act was passed in 1904. The act 
placed Calcutta University under the governmental 
control. Infact all the universities were brought under 
governmental control.
As per the Act, 
• Universities were to give more attention to study 

and research. 
• Government was to have powers to veto universities’ 

senate regulations and could amend these regulations 
or pass regulations on its own. 

• Affiliation of private colleges was not encouraged. 
In fact, conditions were to be made stricter for 
affiliation of private colleges. 

50. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct 
Pair 1 is correctly matched. During Warren Hastings 
Governor Generalship through the Regulating Act of 
1773, a Supreme Court was established at Calcutta. 
Pair 2 is correctly matched. During the governor 
generalship of Lord Cornwallis (1786-93) , the District 
Fauzdari Courts were abolished and, instead, circuit 
courts were established which were to act as courts of 
appeal for both civil and criminal cases. 
Pair 3 is correctly matched. A Law Commission was set 
up in 1833 under Macaulay for codification of Indian 
laws under the reign of William Bentinck (1828-1833) . 

51. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
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Statement 1 is incorrect. George Yule was the first 
European to preside over the Congress session at 
Allahabad in 1888. A. O. Hume was instrumental in 
establishing Indian National Congress.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Henry Cotton became the 
Congress President in 1904 in Bombay. In 1906, under 
the presidency of Dadabhai Naoroji, four resolutions 
on self-government (Swaraj) , boycott movement, 
Swadeshi and national education were passed by the 
Congress.
Statement 3 is correct. Annie Besant was the first woman 
as well as the first European woman President of Indian 
National Congress (1917) . Sarojini Naidu was the first 
Indian woman President of INC.

52. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
The Royal Commission on Labour (Whitley 
Commission) was appointed in 1929 to examine the 
problems of workers in factories, plantations and other 
places. It recommended a number of measures taking 
ILO conventions into consideration. Till independence 
the recommendations of the Whitley Commission formed 
the basis for the enactment of further laws. 

53. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The main principle behind 
the Wardha Scheme was ‘learning through activity’. It 
recommended craft-based education for children.
Statement 2 is correct. It advocated for free and 
compulsory first seven years of schooling throughout 
the country and it should be given in mother tongue. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. It was based on Gandhi’s 
articles published in the weekly Harijan. According to 
Gandhi, the western education was not effective in Indian 
situation and it has created two classes in the society i.e. 
elites and the masses.

54. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Charles Metcalfe had lifted 
restriction on Indian Press in 1835, so he is called the 
liberator of Indian Press. Ripon had repealed the 
Vernacular Press Act of 1878.
Statement 2 is correct. Press was under severe repression 
in the wake of Swadeshi and anti-partition movement 
as restrictions were imposed in 1908 and 1910 under 
the Newspaper (Incitement to offences) Act, 1908 and 
Indian Press Act, 1910. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Tilak was tried on the charges 
of sedition and transported to mandalay for 6 years under 
Newspaper (Incitement to offences) Act, 1908, not 
under Indian Press Act of 1910.

55. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct

Statement 1 is correct. The Regulating Act of 1773 
recognized that the Company’s role in India extended 
beyond mere trade to administrative and political 
fields and introduced the element of centralized 
administration.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Act did not prove to be 
a long-term solution to concerns over the company’s 
affairs. Pitt’s India Act was therefore subsequently enacted 
in 1784 as a more radical reform. 
Statement 3 is correct. It marked the first step 
towards parliamentary control over the company and 
centralized administration in India.

56. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Pitt’s India Act, 1784 
stablished a system of double government by allowing 
the Court of Directors to manage the commercial 
affairs, but creating a new body called the Board of 
Control to manage the political affairs.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The act was significant for two 
reasons: first, the Company’s territories in India were for 
the first time called the ‘British possessions in India;’ and 
second, the British Government was given supreme 
control over Company’s affairs and its administration 
in India. 

57. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct: Under the Charter Act 1813- a 
sum of one lakh rupees was to be set aside for the 
revival, promotion and encouragement of literature, 
learning and science among the natives of India, every 
year. (This was an important statement from the point of 
State’s responsibility for education.) 
Statement 2 is correct. It asserted the sovereignty of the 
British Crown over the Company’s territories in India.

58. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Option a is correct. The Charter Act of 1853 separated, 
for the first time, the legislative and executive functions 
of the Governor-General’s council. It provided for 
addition of six new members called legislative councillors 
to the council. 
Option b is correct. It introduced, for the first time, 
local representation in the Indian (Central) Legislative 
Council. Of the six new legislative members of the 
Governor General’s council, four members were appointed 
by the local (provincial) governments of Madras, Bombay, 
Bengal and Agra.
Option c is correct. It introduced an open competition 
system of selection and recruitment of civil servants. 
Option d is incorrect. It extended the Company’s 
rule and allowed it to retain the possession of Indian 
territories on trust for the British Crown.
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59. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Indian Councils Act of 
1909 provided, for the first time, for the association of 
Indians with the executive councils of the Viceroy 
and Governors. Satyendra Prasad Sinha became the first 
Indian to join the Viceroy’s executive council. He was 
appointed as the Law Member.
Statement 2 is correct. It introduced a system of 
communal representation for Muslims by accepting the 
concept of ‘separate electorate’. Under this, the Muslim 
members were to be elected only by Muslim voters. Thus, 
the Act ‘legalised communalism’ and Lord Minto came to 
be known as the Father of Communal Electorate.

60. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect: The Government of India Act 
1919 separated, for the first time, provincial budgets 
from the Central budget and authorised the provincial 
legislatures to enact their budgets.
Statement 2 is incorrect: The Government of India 
Act, 1919 provided for the appointment of a statutory 
commission to inquire into and report on its working 
after ten years of its coming into force. Accordingly, 
Simon Commission was appointed.

61. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
The Government of India act, 1935 provided for:
• the establishment of an All-India Federation 

consisting of provinces and princely states as units. 
• the establishment of a Reserve Bank of India to 

control the currency and credit of the country.
• the establishment of a Federal Court, which was set 

up in 1937.
• The Government of India Act, 1919, created a 

new office of the High Commissioner for India in 
London and transferred to him some of the functions 
hitherto performed by the Secretary of State for India. 

62. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Lord Cornwallis (governor-general, 1786-93) was the first 
to bring into existence and organize the civil services. He 
tried to check corruption through following actions.
• He ensured strict enforcement of rules against private 

trade.
• He raised the civil servants’ salary.
• He debarred civil servants from taking presents, 

bribes etc.
• He also enforced promotions through seniority.

63. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct

Lee Commission was appointed by the British 
government in 1923 to consider the ethnic composition 
of the superior Indian public services of the Government 
of India. The chairman was Lord Lee of Fareham, and 
there were equal numbers of Indian and British members.

64. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Aitchison Committee on 
Public Services (1886) , set up by Dufferin, recommended 
dropping of the terms ‘covenanted’ and ‘uncovenanted.
Statement 2 is incorrect. The committee recommended 
raising the age limit to 23 (and not 27) . The committee 
also recommended classification of the civil service into 
Imperial Indian Civil Service, Provincial Civil Service 
and Subordinate Civil Service.

65. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Reforms under Warren Hastings (1772-1785) 
• District Diwani Adalats (not Fauzdari Adalats) 

were established in districts to try civil disputes. 
These adalats were placed under the collector and had 
Hindu law applicable for Hindus and the Muslim law 
for Muslims. 

• District Fauzdari Adalats (not Diwani Adalats) 
were set up to try criminal disputes and were placed 
under an Indian officer assisted by qazis and muftis. 
These adalats also were under the general supervision 
of the collector. Muslim law was administered in 
Fauzdari Adalats. 

66. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. The legislative council 
constituted under the Indian Councils Act, 1861, 
possessed no real powers and was merely advisory in 
nature. It had no control over the budget.
Statement 2 is correct. It could not discuss important 
matters, and no financial matters at all without previous 
approval of the Government.
Statement 3 is incorrect. It could not discuss executive 
action.

67. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. The Government of India Act, 
1858 abolished the East India Company, and transferred 
the powers of Government, territories and revenues to 
the British Crown.
Statement 2 is correct. It ended the system of double 
Government by abolishing the Board of Control and 
Court of Directors.
Statement 3 is correct. It established a 15-member 
council of India to assist the Secretary of State for India. 
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The council was an advisory body. The secretary of state 
was made the Chairman of the council.

68. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Ripon’s Resolution of 1882 
advocated the development of local bodies to improve 
the administration and as an instrument of political 
and popular education.
Statement 2 is incorrect. It also recommended non-
officials to be in majority in these bodies, who could 
be elected if the officials thought that it was possible to 
introduce elections.
Statement 3 is correct. The Government of Ripon desired 
the provincial governments to apply in case of local bodies 
the same principle of financial decentralization which 
Lord Mayo’s Government had begun towards them. For 
his contributions, Lord Ripon was called the father of 
local self-government in India. 

69. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Statement 1 is incorrect. First woman President of Indian 
National Congress was Mrs. Annie Besant (Calcutta, 
1917) . 
Statement 2 is correct. First Muslim to become president 
of Indian National Congress was Badruddin Tyabji 
(Madras, 1887) .

70. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statements 1 is correct. Lord Wellesley enacted the 
Censorship act in 1799, anticipating French invasion 
of India. It imposed almost wartime press restrictions 
including pre-censorship. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. It was the Licensing 
Regulations of 1823 which made starting or using a 
press without license a penal offence. The Press Act of 
1835 repealed the Licensing Regulations of 1823. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Press Act of 1835 or 
Metcalfe Act, enacted by Metcalfe (Acting Governor-
General—1835-36) , repealed the obnoxious 1823 
ordinance. This earned him the epithet, “liberator of 
the Indian press”. 

71. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct answer.
Option a is correct. Early moderates were in favor of 
more industrialization by factories owned by Indians 
for the Indians. This also led them to differentiate 
between the labor in Indian-owned factories and those in 
the British-owned factories.
Option b is incorrect. Early moderates did not support 
the Factory Acts of 1881 and 1891, because they thought 
that it will lead to loss of competitive edge of Indian-
owned companies.

Option c is correct. Early moderates did not promote the 
role of workers in national movement. They were a bit 
indifferent to worker’s cause. They lacked political faith 
in the masses.
Option d is correct. One of the reasons for their policy 
towards workers was that they did not want to create 
division on the basis of class.  

72. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Pair 1 is matched correctly. Lord Curzon appointed a 
Police Commission in 1902 under Sir 
Andrew Frazer to review police administration. 
Pair 2 is matched incorrectly. Categorisation of civil 
services into imperial, provisional and 
subordinate was done by Lord Lansdowne. Lord 
Lansdowne was viceroy of India for the period (1888-
1894) 
Pair 3 is matched incorrectly. Queen Victoria assumed 
the title of ‘Kaiser-i-Hind’ or Queen Empress of India in 
1876 during the tenure of Lord Lytton as the Governor 
General of India. 

73. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The recruitment to civil services 
was made through patronage of the Court of Directors 
of the East India Company and this system continued 
till the Charter Act of 1833. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Lord Cornwallis put 
restrictions on civil servants like forbidding private 
trade and increased their salaries. Civil servants were 
also allowed to take a share of 1% in the revenue collected 
by them.
Statement 3 is correct. The Charter Act of 1833 
introduced competition in recruitment to civil services, 
but its scope was limited. It was a system of nomination 
cum recruitment. The Court of Directors were allowed 
to nominate four times the number of civil servants 
required and then these nominated candidates took the 
competitive examination. 

74. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The diwani adalats were Civil 
court and Fauzdari adalat were Criminal courts. Diwani 
Adalat administered Hindu laws on Hindu subjects and 
Muslim laws on Muslim subjects. 
Statement 2 is correct. The fauzdari adalats worked 
under the supervision of the collector and administered 
justice through an Indian officer assisted by qazis and 
muftis. 
Statement 3 is correct. The collector was the judge of 
Diwani Adalat. 

75. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
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Statement 1 is correct. British established rule of law in 
India. The Indian Penal Code formulated by the British 
during the British Raj in 1860, still forms the backbone of 
criminal law in India. 
Statement 2 is correct. British codified laws that replaced 
the religious and personal laws of the rulers. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. European subjects could not 
be tried by Indian judges. In criminal cases, they could 
be tried by European judges only.
Statement 4 is incorrect. Under the British, the judicial 
system became more and more complicated and 
expensive. The rich could manipulate the system. The 
access to judicial system was not cheap. 

76. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The principle of Equality before 
Law did not include Europeans as they were tried by 
separate courts under separate laws and by European 
judges. 
Statement 2 is correct. The judicial cost increased 
significantly as the people now had to pay higher stamp 
fees and travel to provinces to access the courts. 
Statement 3 is correct. The tiered system of courts 
introduced by Lord Cornwallis founded a new judicial 
system in India. However, it applied differently to 
European and Indian persons. Europeans were tried 
according to English law and Indians according to 
Hindu and Muslim Laws. 

77. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Lord Cornwallis organized a 
regular police force with system of thanas, darogas, 
and Superintendent of Police in each district of British 
possessions in 1791.
Statement 2 is correct. The Court of Directors abolished 
the appointment of darogas and their sub-ordinates in 
1814 by an executive order except in Bengal division. 
Statement 3 is correct. Lord Bentick abolished the 
office of Superintendent of Police and empowered the 
collector/magistrate to head the police force in their 
jurisdiction. 

78. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Indian Universities Act 
decreased (and not increased) the number of fellows of 
a university and their period in office were reduced and 
most fellows were to be nominated by the government. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. This act was enacted in 1904 
during the term of Viceroy Lord Curzon (and not Lord 
Minto II) . 
Statement 3 is correct. In 1902, Raleigh commission was 
set up to go into conditions and prospects of universities 
in India. Based on its recommendation, the Indian 
Universities Act 1904 was passed. 

79. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
The Government of India Act, 1919 gave Indian 
provincial councils the freedom to choose to give Indian 
women the right to vote. By 1930, all the provinces in 
British India had enfranchised women, but only if they 
met the restrictive property rights that also applied to 
men. This meant that less than 1% of the adult female 
population was enfranchised in most provinces and the 
ratio of male to female voters in India was about 25:1. 

80. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: The Government of India act 
1919 separated for the first time the provincial and central 
budgets, with provincial legislatures being authorised to 
make their budgets. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: Under the provisions of 
Government of India Act, 1919, allocation of seats 
for central legislature to the provinces was based on 
‘importance’ of provinces—for instance, Punjab’s military 
importance and Bombay’s commercial importance.

81. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement a is correct. The acting governor-general, 
John Adams enacted Licensing Regulations, 1823. It 
made starting or using a press without licence as a penal 
offence. Later on, the Act was extended to cover journals, 
pamphlets and books. These restrictions were directed 
chiefly against Indian language newspapers or those 
edited by Indians. Rammohan Roy’s Mirat-ul-Akbar had 
to stop publication. 
Statement b is incorrect. Som Prakash was weekly 
newspaper which started in 1858. 
Statement c is incorrect. Amrita Bazar Patrika was 
founded in 1868 by Sisir Kumar Ghosh. 
Statement d is incorrect. Kesari is a Marathi newspaper 
which was founded in 1881 by Lokmanya Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak. 

82. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Royal Commission on Decentralization emphasized 
that village panchayats should be entrusted with more 
powers like judicial jurisdiction in petty cases, incurring 
expenditure on minor village works, village schools, small 
fuel and fodder reserves, etc. 
Option b is correct. Royal Commission on 
Decentralization emphasized on the importance of 
sub-district boards to be established in every taluka or 
tehsil, with separate spheres of duties and separate sources 
of revenue for sub-district boards and the district boards. 
Option c is incorrect. Royal Commission on 
Decentralization did not mention about the suitable 
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sources of revenues for local bodies. Ripon’s Resolution 
of 1882 included the policy of administrating local affairs 
through urban and rural local bodies charged with 
definite duties and entrusted with suitable sources of 
revenues. 
Option d is correct. Royal Commission on 
Decentralization urged the withdrawal of existing 
restrictions on powers of taxation of local bodies, and 
also, the stoppage of regular grants-in-aid from provincial 
governments except for undertaking large projects. 

83. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is correct: The Vernacular Press Act, 1878 
regulated only the Vernacular publications, i.e., 
anything (newspaper or magazine, etc.) printed in local 
Indian language. 
Statement 2 is correct: When the offence was committed 
for the first time, the punishment was forfeiture of the 
deposit made by the vernacular publication owner. It 
was only if the offence was repeated that the vernacular 
publication’s equipment was confiscated as well.
Statement 3 is incorrect: One of the worst features of this 
act was that the magistrate’s decision was final, and there 
was no appeal to it in any court of law.
Statement 4 is correct: This act had been infamously 
termed as the ‘Gagging Act’ by Indian nationalists, as 
it took away their civil and political right to freedom of 
expression by creating punishments for giving their true 
opinions.

84. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. Orientalists emphasized on the 
expansion of traditional Indian learning. However, they 
also supported the teaching of Western sciences and 
literature as it was important to prepare students to take 
up jobs. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Lord Macaulay’s Minute of 
1835 settled the Orientalist-Anglicist row in favour of 
Anglicists. According to Macaulay, since the resources 
were limited, they were to be devoted to teaching of 
Western sciences and literature through the medium of 
English language alone. 
Statement 3 is correct. Anglicists were divided over the 
question of medium of instruction—one faction was 
for English language as the medium, while the other 
faction was for Indian languages for the purpose. 

85. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Charles Wood was the President 
of the Board of Control and he sent the dispatch to Lord 
Dalhousie, the Governor-General of India. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Wood’s Despatch asked 
the Government of India to assume responsibility 

for education of the masses. Thus, it repudiated the 
downward filtration theory.
Statement 3 is incorrect. It laid stress on female 
education, vocational education and on teachers’ training. 

86. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
In 1882, the Viceroy Lord Ripon appointed a commission 
under the chairmanship of W.W. Hunter to review the 
progress of education in the country since the Wood’s 
Despatch of 1854. The Hunter Education Commission 
confined its recommendations to primary and secondary 
education. It reiterated the idea of imparting primary 
education in vernacular medium. It also recommended 
the transfer of control of primary education to newly set 
up district and municipal boards. 

87. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Raleigh Commission was set 
up in 1902 to go into the conditions and prospects of 
universities in India. Based on its recommendations, the 
Indian Universities Act was passed in 1904.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Saddler University Commission 
was set up in 1917 to report on the problems of Calcutta 
University. Hartog Committee was set up in 1929 to 
report on the development of education in the country.
Statement 3 is correct. Radhakrishnan Commission 
was set up to report on university education in the 
country. Among other measures, it proposed setting up 
a University Grants Commission to look after university 
education in the country. 

88. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Schwarz school was established 
by a German missionary named Christian Frederik 
Schwarz in 1784 in Tanjore. 
Statement 2 is correct. The London Missionary Society 
was a society of Christian missionaries which established 
itself in Chinsurah (Danish occupied territory) and 
established Churches in many places in Western India.
Statement 3 is correct. The Baptist Missionary Press 
was established in the Danish occupied territory of 
Serampore and published books on Christianity. 

89. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option (c) is the correct answer. 
Statement 1 is correct. Tagore was of the view that 
creative learning could be encouraged only within a 
natural environment. So, he chose to set up his school 
100 kilometers away from Calcutta, in a rural setting. He 
saw it as an abode of peace (santiniketan) . 
Statement 2 is correct. Gandhi was highly critical of 
Western civilization and its worship of machines and 
technology. Tagore wanted to combine elements of 
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modern Western civilisation with what he saw as the 
best within Indian tradition. He emphasized the need to 
teach science and technology at Santiniketan, along with 
art, music and dance. 

90. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Fort William college was an 
academy of oriental studies and a centre of learning. It was 
founded by Lord Wellesly in 1800. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The Fort William College 
was established primarily for the encouragement of 
teaching of Oriental languages. 
Statement 3 is correct. The Fort William College is also 
called the “Oxford of the East”.

91. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Charter Act of 1853 ended 
the Company’s patronage in appointment of civil servants. 
It made the provision for recruitment to be through an 
open competition. 
Statement 2 is correct. Lord Cornwallis was the first 
to bring into existence and organise the civil services. 
He raised the salary of the civil servants to check 
corruption. 
Statement 3 is correct. East India College was set up at 
Haileybury in England to impart two years’ training 
to the recruits. Earlier, Lord Wellesley set up the Fort 
William College for training of new civil servants. 
However, it was disapproved by the Court of Directors 
and instead East India College was opened. 

92. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. In 1878-79, Lord Lytton 
introduced the Statutory Civil Service. It was a two-
tier classification of civil services into covenanted and 
uncovenanted posts.
Statement 2 is correct. Under the Statutory Civil Service, 
there was provision for one-sixth of covenanted 
posts to be filled by Indians of high families through 
nominations by local governments. 

93. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. In 1924, Lee Commission 
recommended establishment of a Public Service 
Commission. Later, the Government of India Act,1935 
recommended the establishment of a Federal Public 
Service Commission and Provincial Public Service 
Commission under their spheres. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The maximum age for 
appearing at the Civil Service Examination was reduced 
from twenty-three in 1859 to nineteen in 1878 under 
Lord Lytton. 

Statement 3 is correct. In 1863, Satyendra Nath Tagore 
became the first Indian to qualify for the Indian Civil 
Service. 

94. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
The Calico Act banned the import of most cotton textiles 
into England, followed by the restriction of sale of most 
cotton textiles. It was a form of economic protectionism, 
largely in response to India (particularly Bengal) , which 
dominated world cotton textile markets at the time. The 
Act was a precursor to the Industrial Revolution, when 
Britain eventually surpassed India as the world”s leading 
textile manufacturer in the 19th century. 

95. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Charter Act of 1813 allowed 
Christian missionaries to preach in British provinces in 
India. Prior to that, the Company had a policy of non-
intervention in local religions and customs. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Act for the first time 
allocated a fixed grant of Rs 1 lakh for the education 
of native Indians and promotion of Indian languages. 
Statement 3 is correct. It gave more powers to British 
courts in India to try the cases of British European 
subjects. 

96. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Charter Act of 1833 is also 
known as the Saint Helena Act. The act transferred the 
control of the island of Saint Helena from the East India 
Company to the British Crown. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Section 87 of the Act declared 
that “no native or natural born subject of the crown 
resident in India should be by reason only of his 
religion, place of birth, descent, colour or any of them 
be disqualified for any place in the company”s service”. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The Act of 1833 made no 
provision for securing a place for the Indians in the 
covenanted civil services of the East India Company. 

97. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. The Press Act of 1835 or Metcalfe 
Act was brought to repeal the Licensing Regulations, 
1823. Licensing Regulations, 1823 provided for a penal 
provision for starting and using a press without license. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. It was brought by Charles 
Metcalfe who was the governor-general between 1835-36. 
The act earned him the epithet, ‘liberator of the Indian 
Press’. 

98. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The newspapers were not 
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started as profit making ventures but were considered 
as providing national and public service. 
Statement 2 is correct. The newspapers had wide reach 
and they stimulated the popular library movement 
which enabled not only political education but also 
political participation. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The newspapers had a wide 
reach covering both cities and towns and rural areas 
and even remote villages. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. The newspapers put 
Government Acts and policies to severe criticism and 
scrutiny.

99. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Law Member added to the 
Executive Council by the Charter Act of 1833 only for 
the purpose of codification of laws. He was made a full 
member of the Executive Council by Charter Act of 
1853 with voting rights. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Chief Justice of Supreme 
Court of Calcutta was made an ex-officio member of 
the Governor General’s Executive Council. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Unlike other previous Charter 
Acts, the Charter Act of 1853 did not fix time limit for 
EIC to retain the territories and revenues in India in 
trust for the British Crown. 

100. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Indian Councils Act, 1861 
introduced a fifth member, who was to be jurist, in the 
viceroy’s executive council. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The viceroy could add six to 
twelve additional members, of whom at least half had to 
be non-officials. The non-officials could be either Indian 
or English. 

101. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The Government of India Act, 
1858 provided for India Council to assist the Secretary 
of State to run Indian affairs. The Commander-in-Chief 
was not a member of India Council. He was a member of 
the Viceroy’s executive council. 
Statement 2 is correct. India Council was an advisory 
body to Secretary of State who could overrule its 
decisions. Viceroy could not overrule the decisions of 
India Council. 
Statement 3 is correct. Council of India had 15 members 
who were retired British-Indian officials. No Indian was 
associated with India Council. 

102. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Under Government of India Act, 
1919, the Indian Legislative Council at the Centre was 

replaced by a bicameral system consisting of a Council of 
State (Upper House) and a Legislative Assembly (Lower 
House). Each house was to have a majority of members 
who were directly elected. So, direct election was 
introduced, though the franchise was much restricted 
being based on qualifications of property, tax or 
education.
Statement 2 is correct. The Act separated for the first 
time the provincial and central budgets, with provincial 
legislatures being authorised to make their budgets. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The principle of communal 
representation was extended with separate electorates for 
Sikhs, Christians and Anglo-Indians, besides Muslims.

103. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Statement 1 is incorrect. The portfolio system was 
introduced by Lord Canning (and not by Lord Mayo) 
under the Indian Councils Act of 1861. 
Statement 2 is correct. The system laid the foundations 
of cabinet government in India, each branch of the 
administration having its official head and spokesman 
in the government, who was responsible for its 
administration. Thus, 6 members in executive council 
took charge of separate departments. 

104. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Statement c is correct. The attempts at socio-religious 
reforms such as abolition of sati, support to widow-
marriage and women’s education were seen by a large 
section of the population as interference in the social 
and religious domains of Indian society by outsiders. 
This was also one of the causes behind the Revolt of 1857. 
Therefore, after 1858, the policy of hesitant modernisation 
was gradually abandoned by the British government. Now, 
the British came to side with the socially orthodox and 
conservative elements of society. They also encouraged 
casteism and communalism.

105. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Option d is correct. The Lex Loci Act was proposed 
in 1845 and passed in 1850. It provided the right to 
inherit ancestral property by Christian converts.Loss of 
inheritance rights was seen as a disincentive in conversion. 
Thus, the act was passed to protect the civil rights of 
religious converts to Christianity. It caused resentment 
among the masses who believed that the act would open 
floodgates to Christian conversion.  

106. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Option d is incorrect. The Charter Act of 1833 (and 
not the Act of 1813) aimed at centralisation of the 
government. The governor-general was given the power 
to superintend, control and direct all civil and military 
affairs of the Company. Bengal, Madras, Bombay and all 



Workbook 206

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

other territories were placed under complete control of 
the governor-general. 

107. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Lord Wellesley followed the 
trend of restricting administrative interference by 
separating the executive and the judiciary function of 
the Governor-General. He made the Sadar Diwani and 
Nizamat Adalat independent of the supervision of the 
governor-general and Council
Statement 2 is correct. The genesis of ‘personal laws’ can 
be traced back to the time of the first Governor-General 
Warren Hastings. In his intent, he let the natives be 
governed by the ‘customs of their own land’, made a clear 
division between the civil, criminal and ‘family’ law 
and left family law beyond the jurisdiction of the English 
courts of justice. 
Statement 3 is correct. The British established the rule 
of law thorough the codification of Indian laws- Civil 
Procedure Code (1859), an Indian Penal Code (1860) 
and a Criminal Procedure Code (1861). Even though 
European subjects were brought under the jurisdiction, in 
criminal cases, they could be tried by European judges 
only. 

108. Solution (b) 
Exp) Option b is correct.
Option b is correct. By the Indian Councils Act of 
1861, non-official Indian members were appointed to 
the Council. This part of the Council, with legislative 
powers, came to be called the Imperial Legislative 
Council. Thus, the Act of 1861 gave Indians a share in the 
administration of their own country for the first time. 
The power granted to the Viceroy by the Councils Act of 
1861 of increasing the strength of the Council altered its 
composition significantly, since half of the new members 
were to be non-official.  

109. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct 
The Curzon-Kitchener controversy in 1904-05 was 
related to the functional relationship between civilian 
and military authorities. The commander-in-chief, 
Lord Kitchener, wanted to abolish the position of 
the Military Member in the viceroy’s council and 
centralise control and command of the army in his own 
hands. Viceroy Lord Curzon objected to it. In 1905 the 
position of the Military Member was abolished and the 
commander-in-chief became directly responsible to the 
viceroy’s council. But the crucial financial control of the 
army was not left in his hands; for this a separate Military 
Finance Department was created, with a civilian chain 
of command going up to the Finance Member of the 
Council. This system remained in place until the end of 
colonial rule.  

110. Solution (a)
Exp) Option a is correct
Lord Willingdon served as Viceroy of India from 1931 to 
1936. Important events of this period include 
1. Separation of Burma from India (1935)
2. Poona Pact (1932)
3. Second Round Table Conference (1931) and Third 

Round Table Conference (1932)
4. Relaunching of Civil Disobedience Movement (1932)
5. Communal Award by Ramsay MacDonald (1932)
6. Government of India Act 1935
The Indian Statutory Commission also referred to as the 
Simon Commission, was a group of seven Members of 
Parliament under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon 
(later, 1st Viscount Simon). The commission arrived in 
British India in 1928 to study constitutional reform in 
Britain’s largest and most important possession. Lord 
Irwin was the viceroy when Simon Commission arrived.
The August Offer was an offer made by Viceroy 
Linlithgow in 1940 promising the expansion of the 
Executive Council of the Viceroy of India to include more 
Indians, the establishment of an advisory war council, 
giving full weight to minority opinion, and the recognition 
of Indians’ right to frame their own constitution.

111. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
Law Commissions were constituted by the Government 
from time to time and were empowered to recommend 
legislative reforms with a view to clarify, consolidate and 
codify particular branches of law where the Government 
felt the necessity for it. The first such Commission 
was established in 1834 under the Charter Act of 
1833 under the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay 
which recommended codification of the Penal Code, 
the Criminal Procedure Code and a few other matters. 
Thereafter, the second, third and fourth Law Commissions 
were constituted in 1853, 1861 and 1879 respectively 
which, during a span of fifty years contributed a great deal 
to enrich the Indian Statute Book with a large variety of 
legislations on the pattern of the then prevailing English 
Laws adapted to Indian conditions.

112. Solution (d)
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement 1 is correct. Newspaper (Incitement to 
Offences) Act, 1908 was enacted to curb Extremist 
nationalist activity. The Act empowered the magistrates to 
confiscate press property which published objectionable 
material likely to cause incitement to murder/ acts of 
violence.  
Statement 2 is correct. Metcalfe (governor-
general—1835-36) repealed the obnoxious 1823 
ordinance and earned the epithet, “liberator of the Indian 
press”. The new Press Act of 1835 or Metcalfe Act required 
a printer/publisher to give a precise account of premises 
of a publication and cease functioning, if required by a 
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similar declaration.
Statement 3 is correct. Censorship of Press Act, 1799 
was enacted by Lord Wellesley anticipating French 
invasion of India. It imposed almost wartime press 
restrictions including pre-censorship. These restrictions 
were relaxed under Lord Hastings, who had progressive 
views, and in 1818, precensorship was dispensed with.

113. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct
Mayo’s Resolution initiated financial decentralisation 
which authorised the provincial governments to resort 
to local taxation to balance their budgets. This was 
done in context of transfer of certain departments of 
administration, such as medical services, education and 
roads. 

114. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct 
Statement 1 is correct. There was a separation of revenue 
and justice administration. As a part of the Cornwallis 
Code the collector was now responsible only for the 
revenue administration with no magisterial functions. 
The Zamindars were also relieved of their police duties. 
Statement 2 is correct. The principle of sovereignty 
of law was established and European subjects were also 
brought under jurisdiction. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Government officials were 
made answerable to the civil courts for actions done in 
their official capacity.  

115. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct

The Bengal Sati Regulation which banned the Sati 
practice in all jurisdictions of British India was passed on 
December 4, 1829 by the then Governor-General Lord 
William Bentinck. The regulation described the practice 
of Sati as revolting to the feelings of human nature. Hence, 
A is correctly matched with 2.
Sir Charles Wood was the Preseident of Board of Control 
of the British East India Company. In 1854 he sent the 
Despatch to the then Governor General Lord Dalhousie 
regarding the education in India. Hence, B is correctly 
matched with 1.
Lord Canning was an English statesman and Governor-
General of India during the Indian Rebellion of 1857 
and the first Viceroy of India after the transfer of power 
from the East India. Hence, C is correctly matched with 
In the year 1878, the First Famine Commission was 
appointed during the viceroyship of Lord Lytton. 
Sir Richard Strachey was the first chairman of this 
commission. Hence, D is correctly matched with 4.

116. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct
Statement 1 is correct. Lee Commission was established 
in 1924; It suggested that secretary of state should 
continue to recruit Indian Civil Service (ICS).  
Statement 2 is correct. Lee Commission recommended 
for immediate establishment of public service commission 
in accordance with provisions of Government of India 
Act-1919.
Statement 3 is correct. Lord Reading (1921-1926) was 
the Viceroy when Lee Commission was established
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7.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Consider the following events:   
 [UPSC CSE Pre. 2018]
1. The first democratically elected communist 

party government formed in a State in India.
2. India’s then largest bank, ‘Imperial Bank of India’, 

was renamed ‘State Bank of India’.
3. Air India was nationalised and became the 

national carrier.
4. Goa became a part of independent India.
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events?
(a) 4 - 1 - 2 - 3
(b) 3 - 2 - 1 - 4
(c) 4 - 2 - 1 - 3
(d) 3 - 1 - 2 – 4

7.2. Practice Questions

2. With regards to the Princely States, which of the 
following organizations were associated with 
the struggle for independence in the state of 
Hyderabad? 
(a) Andhra Mahasabha 
(b) Maharashtra Parishad 
(c) Kannada Parishad 
(d) All of the above 

3. In return for accession to the Indian Union, the 
rulers of the princely state were granted and 
allowed to retain certain privileges. In this context, 
which among the following statements is correct? 
1. The rulers were given privy purses in perpetuity 

which were tax-free. 
2. The rulers were allowed succession rights for 

their heirs. 
3. The rulers were allowed to fly their own flags. 
4. The rulers were required to surrender their titles. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

4. The Congress adopted the Socialist pattern of 
society after independence as its primary policy. 
The formal announcement was made at which of 
the following sessions of Congress?
(a) Delhi, 1951 
(b) Hyderabad, 1953 
(c) Avadi, 1955 
(d) Amritsar, 1956 

5. With reference to Indo-Pak war of 1971, which of 
the following statements is correct?
(a) ‘Operation Trident’ was undertaken by the 

Indian Army during this war.
(b) The Shimla agreement led to establishment of a 

cease-fire line in Kashmir
(c) Shimla agreement was based on the principles of 

the United Nations Charter
(d) Both China and US supported Pakistan by 

sending arms and supplies.

6. Consider the following events:
1. Naga separatist declared the formation of an 

independent government.
2. NEFA was renamed as Arunachal Pradesh and 

granted statehood.
3. Mizo National front agreed to abandon violence 

and surrendered before Indian authorities.
4. Meghalaya became a separate state incorporating 

Garo, Khasi and Jaintia. 
Which of the following is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events?
(a) 1-3-4-2
(b) 1-4-3-2
(c) 3-1-4-2
(d) 3-2-4-1

7. Consider the following statements with reference 
to Linguistic reorganization in Post-Independent 
India: 
1. S.K Dhar Commission accepted the 

reorganization of states on the basis of language. 
2. JVP committee report went against the creation 

of linguistic states. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
(a) 1 Only 
(b) 2 Only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither1 nor 2

8. Which one of the following options is incorrect 
with reference to 1971 Bangladesh Liberation war? 
(a) US and China supported Pakistan in this war. 
(b) Operation Jackpot was launched by Pakistan to 

suppress Mukti Bahini. 
(c) The Battle of Longewala was fought by India 

with Pakistan on the Western front. 
(d) Shimla agreement was signed between India and 

Pakistan. 

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA
POST INDEPENDENCE
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9. Consider the following events in the history of 
post-independent India:
1. Formation of a separate state of Andhra Pradesh. 
2. Release of actual plan document of the First Five 

Year Plan. 
3. Signing of Instrument of annexation of Jammu 

and Kashmir with India. 
4. The Constitution of India was adopted by the 

Constitution Assembly. 
What is the correct chronological order of the above 
events? 
(a) 4-3-2-1 
(b) 3-4-1-2 
(c) 3-4-2-1 
(d) 4-3-1-2 

10. Which one of the following is correct with 
reference to Nehru-Liaqat Pact? 
(a) It provided a framework for the treatment of 

minorities between India and Pakistan. 
(b) The Plan aimed to reconstruct the governor-

general’s executive council pending the 
preparation of a new constitution. 

(c) It enabled the Muslim League and Congress in 
forming a provisional government at centre. 

(d) It proposed 20% reserved seats for minorities 
in the interim government to be formed after 
independence. 

11. Consider the following statements with reference 
to anti-caste politics in India after Independence: 
1. The First backward class commission in 

independent India was headed by Bindeshwari 
Prasad Mandal. 

2. National Commission for Backward Classes has 
been given Constitutional Status by the 101st 
Constitution Amendment Act.  

3. J V Pawar and Namdeo Dhasal formed the Dalit 
Panthers movement in 1972. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

12. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the annexation of Princely state of Hyderabad: 
1. Lord Mountbatten proposed the Heads of 

Agreement deal which gave Hyderabad the 
status of an autonomous dominion nation under 
India. 

2. The Princely state of Hyderabad was annexed 
through ‘Operation Polo’. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

13. With reference to the Assam accord, consider the 
following statements: 
1. It was a result of a massive movement against 

illegal immigrants. 
2. It provided for constitutional and legislative 

safeguards to protect the Assamese culture.  
3. United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) was 

one of the parties to the accord. 
4. The Home Ministry was the nodal Ministry for 

the implementation of the Accord. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

14. Consider the following statement with reference 
to the state of Punjab in the post independent 
India: 
1. Initially, it was a trilingual state having three 

language speakers-Punjabi, Hindi and Pahari. 
2. Punjab was split into two states during the tenure 

of Indira Gandhi. 
3. One of the issues in Punjab problem was that of 

state language.  
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3  
(d) 2 and 3 only 

15. Which of the following are features of the 
Panchsheel Treaty of 1954?
1. Mutual non-interference in each other’s internal 

affairs.
2. Respect for the right of each nation to defend 

itself, singly or collectively.
3. Equality and mutual benefit.
Select the correct option using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

16. Arrange the following events of post-independence 
India in chronological order: 
1. Mizoram Peace Accord signed by Mizo National 

Front.
2. Communist government in Kerala was 

dismissed.
3. First IIT setup at Kharagpur.
4. India’s first nuclear reactor become critical.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 2-3-1-4
(b) 2-1-3-4
(c) 3-2-4-1
(d) 3-4-2-1
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17. Which of the following famous Military 
Operations of India is related to the Indo-Pak War 
of 1971? 
(a) Operation Meghdoot. 
(b) Operation Viraat. 
(c) Operation Bandar. 
(d) Operation Trident.

18. Which of the following pairs regarding the 
commissions for development of education in 
post-independence India is/are correctly matched? 

Commissions Features/
Recommendations  

1. Dr. L. Mudaliyar 
Commission (1952) 

Major focus on 
secondary education.

2. Kothari Education 
Commission (1964) 

National Education 
Policy 1986 was based 
on it.

3. Radhakrishnan 
commission 
(1948/49) 

University Grants 
Commission be set up.

Select the correct option using the codes given 
below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

19. “Launched in September 1983, by Salkani villagers 
in Uttara Kannada this was an environmental 
movement against commercial felling of trees and 
taking away of traditional sources of livelihood 
from forest dwelling tribes. It was spearheaded by 
Gandhian Pandurang Hegde. The locals hugged 
the trees in order to prevent the implementation 
of orders allowing commercial extraction of wood. 
It was a successful movement, as the government 
had to withdraw the felling permit after 38 days. ” 
Which of the post-independence environmental 
movements is described above?  
(a) Chipko Andolan.  
(b) Jungle Bachao Andolan.  
(c) Save Silent Valley Movement.  
(d) Appiko Movement.

20. Which of the following is true with respect to the 
integration of Hyderabad state with the Indian 
Union? 
(a) Peasants were organized into dalams, given 

training in arms, and mobilized for the anti-
Nizam struggle. 

(b) Join Indian Union Day was observed on 7th 
August 1947 against the Nizams refusal to join 
Indian Union 

(c) Committee of Action was formed to organise 
satyagraha and armed resistance against the rule 
of Nizam. 

(d) All of the above
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SOLUTIONS

7.1. Previous Years Questions

1. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct.
01-08-1953: Air India was nationalised under the Air 
Corporations Act, 1953 and 
becomes India’s national flight.
01-07-1955: India’s largest bank Imperial Bank of India 
renamed as State Bank of India 
05-04-1957: First democratically elected Communist 
Party government outside Europe gets to power in 
Kerala with CPI leader EMS Namboodiripad as the Chief 
Minister 
19-12-1961: 19th December is observed as the Goa 
Liberation Day. Portuguese rule was ended on this day.

7.2. Practice Questions

2. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct
1. The Andhra Jana Sangam was set up in 1921 as 

linguistic-cultural association of Telugu speaking 
people in the Hyderabad state. It was later 
transformed in to Andhra Mahasabha in 1928. 

2. The Maharashtra Parishad was formed in 1937 as 
linguistic-cultural association of Marathi speaking 
people in Marathwada region of the Hyderabad state. 

3. The Kannada Parishad was formed in 1937 as 
linguistic-cultural association of Kannada speaking 
people in the Hyderabad state. 

3. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct
Statement 1 is correct. In return for their surrender of 
all power and authority, the rulers of major states were 
given privy purses in perpetuity, free of all taxes. The privy 
purses amounted to Rs 4.66 crore in 1949 and were later 
guaranteed by the constitution. 
Statement 2 is correct. The rulers were granted succession 
rights for their heirs
Statement 3 is correct. The rulers were allowed to fly their 
own flags and receive ceremonial gun salutes. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. The rulers were allowed to 
retain their titles. 

4. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct
At the Avadi session in January, 1955, the Congress 
adopted the Socialist Pattern of society as the objective 
of the Congress. The Avadi Resolution stated that: 

“Planning should take place with a view to the 
establishment of a socialistic pattern of society, where the 
principle means of production are under social ownership 
or control, production is progressively speeded up and 
there is equitable distribution of the national wealth.” 

5. Solution (c)
Exp) Option c is correct.
Both India and Pakistan agreed that the relation between 
the two countries would be governed by the principles of 
the United Nations Charter

6. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct
The correct chronological sequence is 1-4-3-2
Event 1: Immediately after independence, the 
Government of India followed a policy of integrating the 
Naga areas with the state of Assam and India as a whole. 
A section of the Naga leadership, however, opposed such 
integration and rose in rebellion under the leadership 
of A.Z. Phizo, demanding separation from India and 
complete independence. In 1955, these separatist Nagas 
declared the formation of an independent government 
and the launching of a violent insurrection.
Event 2: North-East Frontier Agency or NEFA, which was 
created in 1948 out of the border areas of Assam. NEFA 
was renamed Arunachal Pradesh and granted the status 
of a separate state in 1987. 
Event 3. Unhappiness with the Assam government’s relief 
measures during the famine of 1959 and the passage of 
the Act in 1961, making Assamese the official language of 
the state, led to the formation of the Mizo National Front 
(MNF) , with Laldenga as president. In March 1966, the 
MNF declared independence from India. A settlement 
was finally arrived at in 1986. Laldenga and the MNF 
agreed to abandon underground violent activities, 
surrender before the Indian authorities.
Event 4. In 1969, through a constitutional amendment, 
Meghalaya was carved out of Assam as ‘a state within 
a state’ which had complete autonomy except for law 
and order. Finally, as a part of the reorganization of the 
Northeast, Meghalaya became a separate state in 1972, 
incorporating the Garo, Khasi and Jaintia tribes.

7. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Due to continuous demands for 
linguistic reorganisation of the provinces, the Constituent 
Assembly, in June 1948, appointed the Linguistic 
Provinces Commission, headed by Justice S.K. Dhar, 
to enquire into the need of linguistic provinces. The 
Dhar Commission, however, opposed such a move 
in the interest of national integration. Consequently, 
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the Constituent Assembly decided not to include the 
linguistic principle in the constitution.
Admitting the importance of the reorganization of 
states on a linguistic basis, the commission, however, 
attached more importance to historical, geographical 
and economic considerations. It favoured reorganization 
on the basis of administrative convenience rather than 
linguistic considerations. 
Statement 2 is correct. In December 1948, to pacify the 
vocal votaries of linguistic states, the Congress appointed 
a committee (JVP), with Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai 
Patel and Pattabhi Sitaramayya as its members. Its report 
which is known as the JVP Report also went against the 
creation of linguistic states in the interests of national 
unity. There was widespread agitation, especially in 
southern India, in the wake of the JVP report.

8. Solution (b)
Exp) Option b is correct. 
The first operation launched by the Bangladeshi naval 
commandos on 15 August 1971 is known as ‘Operation 
Jackpot’. On this night the naval commandos launched 
attack simultaneously on the port of Mongla, Chittagong, 
Chandpur, Narayanganj, and drowned twenty-six 
gunboats of the Pakistan army carrying commodities, 
arms and ammunitions. Thus, Operation Jackpot was 
not launched by Pakistan. 

9. Solution (c)
Exp) The correct chronological order is 3-4-2-1. 
1. Signing of Instrument of annexation by Princely 

state of Jammu & Kashmir with India (26 October, 
1947). Initially, Jammu and Kashmir ruler Hari Singh 
decided not to join either India or Pakistan and chose 
to remain independent. However, on 22 October, 
1947, thousands of armed men backed by Pakistan’s 
army attacked the state from the north forcing Singh 
to seek help from the Indian state and deciding to 
accede to it. This led to the signing of the ‘instrument 
of accession’ between Singh and then prime minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru on 26 October, 1947. It was 
accepted by the then Governor General of India Lord 
Mountbatten on 27 October. 

2. The Constitution of India was adopted by the 
Constitution Assembly. On November 26, 1949, the 
Constitution of India was adopted by the Assembly. 
On January 26, 1950, the Constitution was enforced. 

3. Release of actual plan document of the First Five 
Year Plan (December 1951). The draft of the first Five 
Year Plan and then actual Plan document was released 
in December 1951. 

4. Formation of a separate state of Andhra. Prime 
Minister announced the formation of a separate 
Andhra State in December 1952. The central 
government appointed K. N. Wanchoo, Chief Justice 
of the Rajasthan High Court to look into issues related 
to formation of Andhra State. Parliament passed the 
Andhra State Act in September 1953. 

10. Solution (a) 
Exp) Option a is correct. 
The Nehru-Liaquat Pact, also known as the Delhi 
Pact, was a bilateral agreement signed between India 
and Pakistan in order to provide a framework for the 
treatment of minorities in the two countries. The need 
for such a pact was felt by minorities in both countries 
following Partition, which was accompanied by massive 
communal rioting.
The debate on The Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) 
in Parliament included multiple references to the Nehru-
Liaquat Pact that was signed in Delhi in 1950. Home 
Minister has said that following the signing of the pact, 
while India protected its minorities, Pakistan failed to 
do so — and it was this wrong that the CAB would now 
correct. 

11. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is incorrect. The First Backward Class 
Commission was set up by a Presidential Order under 
Article 340 of the Constitution of India on  Jan 29th, 
1953, under the Chairmanship of Shri Kaka Kalelkar 
(and not Bindeshwari Prasad Mandal). It submitted its 
report on March 30th, 1955. It was the Second Backward 
Class Commission which was headed by Bindeshwari 
Prasad Mandal, appointed in 1978. The commission 
gave its recommendations in 1980. In 1990, the National 
Front government decided to implement one of its 
recommendations pertaining to reservations for OBCs in 
jobs in the central government and its undertakings. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. The 102nd (and not 101st) 
Amendment Act of 2018 conferred a constitutional 
status on the commission. 
In the Mandal case judgement (1992), the Supreme Court 
directed the central government to constitute a permanent 
statutory body to examine the complaints of under 
inclusion, overinclusion or non-inclusion of any class of 
citizens in the list of backward classes. Accordingly, the 
National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) was 
set up in 1932. 
Later, the 102nd Amendment Act of 2018 conferred 
a constitutional status on the commission. For this 
purpose, the amendment inserted a new Article 338-B in 
the constitution. Hence, the Commission ceased to be a 
statutory body and became a constitutional body. 
Statement 3 is correct. Inspired by the Black Panthers 
movement for civil rights and against racism, writer-
poets J V Pawar and Namdeo Dhasal formed the Dalit 
Panthers in 1972, and immediately called for a boycott of 
the 25th Independence Day celebration. 

12. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. It was in June 1948 that Lord 
Mountbatten proposed the Heads of Agreement deal 
which gave Hyderabad the status of an autonomous 
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dominion nation under India. India was ready to sign 
the deal and did so, but the Nizam refused on the grounds 
that he wanted complete independence or the status of 
dominion under the British Commonwealth of Nations. 
Statement 2 is correct. The chaos, the unclear negotiations 
and rumours that Hyderabad was arming itself with 
support from the Portuguese administration in Goa and 
Pakistan, led to communal clashes and added to tension. 
The idea of Hyderabad arming itself aided by Pakistan did 
not go down well with the Indian Government. Sardar 
Patel described the idea of an independent Hyderabad 
as “an ulcer in the heart of India which needed to be 
removed surgically.” This was when talks between India 
and Hyderabad started and India decided to annex 
Hyderabad. This operation was named “Operation Polo” 
and it is also referred to as “Operation Caterpillar” at 
times. 

13. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. Assam Accord is a tripartite 
accord signed between the Government of India, State 
Government of Assam and the leaders of the Assam 
Movement in 1985. The signing of the Accord led to the 
conclusion of a six-year agitation that was launched by All 
Assam Students’ Union (AASU) in 1979, demanding the 
identification and deportation of illegal immigrants. 
Statement 2 is correct. Clause 6 of the Assam Accord 
provided for the constitutional, legislative and 
administrative safeguards, to protect, preserve and 
promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity and 
heritage of the Assamese people. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Assam Accord is a tripartite 
accord signed between the Government of India, State 
Government of Assam and the leaders of the Assam 
Movement in 1985. United Liberation Front of Assam 
(ULFA) was not a party to the accord. 
Statement 4 is correct. The Home Ministry was the 
nodal Ministry for the implementation of the Accord.

14. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct. In 1956, the states of PEPSU had 
been merged with Punjab, which, however, remained 
a trilingual state having three language speakers—
Punjabi, Hindi and Pahari—within its borders.   
 Statement 2 is correct. In March 1966, Indira Gandhi, 
the prime minister, announced that Punjab would be 
split into two states: Punjabi-speaking Punjab and 
Hindi-speaking Haryana, with Kangra being merged 
with Himachal Pradesh. Indira Gandhi appointed the 
Punjab Boundary Commission, whose terms of reference 
were accepted by both sides. The Commission by a 
majority of two to one awarded Chandigarh along with 
the surrounding areas to Haryana. 
Statement 3 is correct. Two major issues, which were in 
themselves secular but were communalized by Sikh and 
Hindu communalists, dominated Punjab politics till 1966. 

The first issue was that of state language: to decide what 
was to be the language of administration and schooling 
in bilingual Punjab. The Hindu communalists wanted 
this status for Hindi and the Sikh communalists for 
Punjabi in the Gurmukhi script.

15. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 and 3 are correct: The five principles of 
peaceful coexistence, or Panch Sheel, for conducting 
relations among countries are  
1. Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity 

and sovereignty, 
2. Mutual non-aggression,
3. Non-interference in each other’s internal affairs,
4. Equality and mutual benefit,
5. Peaceful coexistence.
Statement 2 is incorrect: This was one of the 10 principles 
agreed to in the Bandung Conference, 1955 - known as the 
Dasasila Bandung. This conference was the forerunner to 
the formation of the Non Aligned Movement.

16. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement 3: In 1952, the first of the five institutes of 
technology, patterned after the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, was set up at Kharagpur—the other four 
being set up subsequently at Madras, Bombay, Kanpur 
and Delhi.
Statement 4: India’s first nuclear reactor in Trombay, 
Bombay, also the first in Asia, became critical in August 
1956.
Statement 2: Communist government in Kerala was 
dismissed in 1959 and President’s Rule was imposed in 
the state.  
Statement 1: The Mizo peace accord was signed on 
June 30, 1986. Laldenga and the MNF agreed to abandon 
underground violent activities, surrender before the 
Indian authorities along with their arms, and re-enter 
the constitutional political stream. The Government of 
India agreed to the grant of full statehood to Mizoram, 
guaranteeing full autonomy in regard to culture, tradition, 
land laws, etc. As a part of the accord, a government with 
Laldenga as chief minister was formed in the new state of 
Mizoram in February 1987.

17. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct.
Statement a is incorrect: Operation Meghdoot was 
executed in 1984. It involved Indian military’s capture of 
the majority of Siachen Glacier.
Statement b is incorrect. Operation Viraat was executed 
in 1988. It was an anti-insurgency operation launched 
by the Indian Peace Keeping Force against the LTTE in 
April 1988 in Northern Sri Lanka.
Statement c is incorrect: Operation Bandar was executed 
in 2019 by the Indian Air Force. It was an airstrike carried 
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out by IAF in response to the Pulwama terror attack of 
14 February 2019. 
Statement d is correct: Operation Trident was executed 
on December 4, 1971 by the Indian Navy. It was Indian 
Navy’s daring assault on Pakistan’s financial hub of 
Karachi, which was also the headquarters of the Pakistan 
Navy. To commemorate this operation, India observes 
December 4 as Navy Day. 

18. Solution (c) 
Exp) Option c is correct. 
Statement 1 is correct: A separate education commission 
was appointed under the chairmanship of Dr. 
Lakshamanaswami Mudaliyar in 1952 to address the 
issues related to school education.  
It had recommendations on almost all aspects of 
secondary education. The major recommendations of 
the Commission were: installation of higher secondary 
system; diversified courses; three language formula; 
emphasis on education and vocational guidance; 
improvement in methods of teaching, text books and 
system of examination; and improvement in building and 
equipment. Though the major recommendations of the 
Commission were related to secondary education, but it 
clearly indicated the importance of elementary education.
Statement 2 is incorrect: On the basis of recommendations 
of Kothari Commission, the first National Education 
Policy was released in 1968. The Commission suggested 
the restructuring of education into a uniform pattern 
of 10+2+3. It adopted a “manpower approach” to the 
enrolment issue and declared that the principal purpose 
of higher education was to cater to the needs of industrial 
and other sectors, even as it acknowledged its role in 
promoting social transformation. 
Statement 3 is correct: Radhakrishnan Commission 
was set up in 1948/49 to report on university education 

in the country. It recommended for setting up University 
Grants Commission (UGC) to look after university 
education in the country. UGC was constituted in 1953 
and given autonomous statutory status in 1956.

19. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct. 
Statement d is correct: Appiko Movement: This was 
an environmental movement in 1983 in Uttara Kannada 
district of Karnataka. It started in Sirsi, and spread to many 
areas of Western Ghats being exploited for commercial 
felling of trees, backed by government permissions. It 
was a people’s movement. It was inspired by the Chipko 
Movement of 1973.

20. Solution (d) 
Exp) Option d is correct
Option a is correct. In organizing the defence against the 
Razakars and attacks on Razakar camps, the Communists 
played a very important role, especially in the areas of 
Nalgonda, Warangal and Khammam that were their 
strongholds. Peasants were organized into dalams, given 
training in arms, and mobilized for the anti-Nizam 
struggle. In these areas, the movement also took an anti-
landlord stance and many cruel landlords were attacked, 
some even killed, and illegally occupied land was returned 
to the original owners 
Option b is correct. 7th August 1947 was observed as Join 
Indian Union Day as part of a struggle against the Nizam’s 
refusal to join the Indian Union. 
Option c is correct. The Committee of Action was 
formed in 1947 by state leaders of Congress in Hyderabad 
in consultation with the national leadership to organized 
a satyagraha and armed resistance against the rule of the 
Nizam 
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