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Colonialism and 
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2

2.1. INTRODUCTION
Colonialism is the policy in which a powerful 

nation establishes colonies in foreign territory 
by conquest with the objective of exploiting its 
resources to gain wealth and power. It is an unequal 
relationship between the colonial power (or the 
mother country) and the colony. Similarly, there is 
also an unequal relationship between the colonists 
and the indigenous population. Colonialism also 
involves the transfer of population to a new territory, 
where the colonial settlers become permanent 
residents while maintaining political allegiance to 
their country of origin. For example, thousands of 
Britishers were allowed to settle in South Africa in 
order to establish British colonies there.

2.2. IMPERIALISM AND 
COLONIALISM

Both, imperialism and colonialism imply 
political and economic domination of the other 
countries for bene� t of the mother country. 
Although both words are o en used interchangeably, 
many scholars have argued that each has its own 
distinct connotations. Colonialism implies 
direct control, signi� cant presence and settlement 
in foreign land (example: India and South Africa 

were colonies of Britain), while imperialism may 
be indirect or without permanent settlements (like 
American dominance over Philippines). 

Colonialism generally involves conquest of 
foreign territories and making them dependent 
on the mother country. Imperialism can involve 
subjugation of another country by economic means 
or by propping up friendly- cum- subordinate 
regimes, apart from establishing colonies. 
Imperialism can also be seen as an empire building 
exercise that also involves expansion in vicinity by 
annexation of neighboring countries. Colonialism 
in modern usage tends to imply a degree of 
geographic separation between the colony and the 
colonial power. Contiguous land empires, such as 
the Russian or Ottoman, have traditionally been 
excluded from discussions of colonialism.

 e dominant intention behind colonialism is 
economic bene� t while imperialism is primarily 
driven by political motives.  us, colonialism 
may be done by companies who secure special 
trading privileges and set up trading posts. 
On the other hand, imperialism is done by the 
state through government diplomacy to acquire 
territories, protectorates, and spheres of in� uence 
and to promote industrial trade and investments. 
Colonialism can be seen as start of imperialism
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and imperialism as a natural extension of 
colonialism. Imperialism is when a country or 
an empire starts in� uencing other countries by 
using its power. Colonialism is when an empire or 
a country goes and conquers another country or 
region.

2.3. REASONS FOR RISE OF 
COLONIALISM

 e period from the 15th to 18th century is 
o en referred to as the Age of Discovery, where 
the European seafarers undertook explorations 
voyages across the globe with either of the three 
motives: Gold, Glory, and God.  e exploration of 
new territories clubbed with the end of Feudalism 
played an important role in the rise of Colonialism. 
As early as the 13th century, Marco Polo of 
Italy discovered China.  e pro� ts from trade 
increased the attraction of the European ports
and the merchants made the ports their center of 
activity. Soon towns developed in coastal areas of 
the Mediterranean sea and places like Venice and 
Genoa increased in prosperity.  e society in these 
coastal towns was based on money and not land.  e 
Kings, who in the Feudal system were dependent 
on the subordinate lords for military help and 
despised the powers of the Feudal Lords and the 
Church, patronized the merchants by funding their 
voyages.  e merchants in turn aided the King so 
as to escape the feudal controls where merchants 
enjoyed little social status and political rights.  e 
monetary pro� t became the most important reason 
for explorations, which brought goods that could 
be sold at home at a much higher margin. For 
example, Vasco Da Gama (1498) found the price 
of pepper in India to be one-twentieth of that in 
Venice. 

Technical innovation started during the period 
of the Renaissance played a major role in the 
success of explorers in � nding new territories. By 
the end of the 15th century, innovations in the form 
of Compass, Astrolabe (it helps in determining 
the location of the ship), the art of Mapping, and 
the development of better ships that could travel 
longer, enabled the explorer’s to embark on such 
long and risky voyages.  e rise of the Ottoman 
empire in the Middle East and decline of the 
Mongol Empire in Central Asia disrupted the 

traditional land based silk route.  e tales of India’s 
wealth also encouraged Europeans to � nd alternate 
routes to India and in  a bid to � nd India, voyagers 
like Columbus accidently found areas like America, 
Caribbean island etc. Further, the explorers were 
by that time able to develop accurate maps of sea 
routes and gain knowledge of weather patterns that 
enabled them to safely reach the new lands.  e 
discoveries of new territories in North America, 
Latin America, and new trade routes with India 
and China set the stage for colonization to begin. 
 ese new lands were rich in terms of resources 
like minerals, agricultural produce, etc. which the 
European countries lacked.  e pro� ts realized 
from the trade of the goods imported from these 
newfound territories � rstly by Spain and Portugal 
led to a race of exploration which was later joined 
by the Dutch, France, and Britain.

Apart from pro� t motives, the Europeans also 
undertook expeditions to spread Christianity.  e 
Christian missionaries further reinforced the policy 
of Colonialism. Further, some European scholars 
spread the idea of white man’s burden, i.e. that 
only white men are civilized and it is also the duty 
of white men to civilize the non-whites living in the 
new found lands.  ese theories further encouraged 
the Europeans to establish and expand colonies in 
America, Asia, and Africa. Belgium’s King Leopold 
II used the latter as a garb for exploiting Congo 
and so was the case with other Imperial powers. 
Moreover, the extent of colonies became a status 
symbol of prestige and national glory.  us creating 
� erce competition among the European powers to 
acquire more and more territories.

2.4. IMPERIALISM AND FIRST 
WAVE OF COLONIALISM

2.4.1. Latin America

With the discovery of America by Columbus, 
who was sponsored by the Spanish monarchy, 
Spain became the � rst colonial power to settle in 
large parts of North and South America.  e region 
of modern-day Brazil was claimed for Portugal 
in 1500 by the Portuguese aristocrat and mariner 
Pedro Alvares Cabral (1468-1520) while parts 
of modern-day Canada were claimed for France 
a er its exploration by the Florentine Seaman
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and explorer Giovanni da Verrazzano in 1524, 
leading to the establishment of the colony of New 
France in 1534.  e � rst conquests were made by 
the Spanish and the Portuguese. In the 1494 Treaty 
of Tordesillas, rati� ed by the Pope, these two 
kingdoms divided the entire non-European world 
between themselves, with a line drawn through 
South America. Based on this Treaty, and the claims 
by Spanish explorer Vasco Nunez de Balboa to 
all lands touching the Paci� c Ocean, the Spanish 
rapidly conquered territory, overthrowing the 
Aztec and Inca Empires to gain control of much 
of western South America, Central America, and 
Mexico by the mid-sixteenth century, in addition 
to its earlier Caribbean conquests. Over this same 
time frame, Portugal conquered much of eastern 
South America, naming it Brazil.

Other European nations soon disputed the 
terms of the Treaty of Tordesillas, which they had 
not negotiated. England and France attempted 
to plant colonies in the Americas in the sixteenth 
century, but these met with failure. However, in the 

following century, the two kingdoms, along with the 
Netherlands, succeeded in establishing permanent 
colonies. Some of these were on Caribbean islands, 
which had already been conquered by the Spanish 
or depopulated by disease, while others were 
in eastern North America, which had not been 
colonized by Spain north of Florida.

In Latin America, most of the population 
resented the domination of European colonial 
powers.  e successful American Revolution, the 
French Revolution, and the Enlightenment changed 
ideas about who should control government.  e 
ideas of liberty, equality, and democratic rule found 
their way across the seas to European colonies.

2.4.2. North America

 e invasion of North America began with the 
Spanish who in 1565, established their base in 
present day Florida, USA, and Mexico. Later, the 
British established their colonies in present day 
Virginia state of USA in 1587.  ey were followed 
by the French who founded Quebec, today a 
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province in Canada and then the Dutch started a 
colony in 1609 in present-day New York. Most of 
these colonies were located on the east coast of the 
North American continent, as it was the shortest 
in terms of distance between North America and 
Europe.  e Europeans settlers frequently came in 
con� ict with the Native Americans, who resented 
the loss of their traditional rights by the hands of 
the Europeans immigrants.  ese European powers 
also sought to spread the message of Christanity to 
these newly discovered territories, by forcefully 
converting them to Christanity.  e native Aztec 
civilization was completely wiped out by the Spanish 
conquest. Further, there emerged rivalry between 
the European powers as well, marked by a series 
of con� icts between them. Slowly the European 
settlers demanded autonomy from their respective 
colonial power and ultimately gained freedom. For 
instance, Mexico gained independence a er the fall 
of the Spanish monarchy, USA was formed a er the 
American revolution, etc.

2.5. NEW IMPERIALISM
Imperialism and � rst wave of colonialism are 

associated with colonial expansion by European 
countries like Spain, Portugal, Britain and 
France during the 16th to 18th century. During 
the � rst wave, imperialism and colonial expansion 
was marked by dominance of Spain and Portugal 
during earlier period and emergence of France 
and Britain during the later period. Countries 
like the United States of America, Latin America, 
Canada, etc. were colonized during the � rst wave. 
 e American Revolution (1776-83), the French 
Revolution (1989-99) and independence of Latin 
American countries (during early 1800’s) led to the 
end of � rst wave of colonization. However, end of 
civil war in USA (1865), Meiji restoration in Japan 
(1868), and uni� cation of Germany and Italy (1871) 
changed the global political order dramatically, 
resulting in rise of new industrial powers intensely 
competing for colonies.

 New imperialism refers to imperialism by 
European powers, the USA, and Japan during 
the 19th and 20th centuries.  e New Imperialism 
was marked by the rise of new colonial powers like 
Belgium, Germany, Italy, along with the USA and 
Japan. At the start of this period, Britain and France 
were the dominant imperial powers, whereas Spain 

and Portugal had lost their colonies and were no 
longer important players in the race for colonies. 
During the second wave of colonialism, countries 
of South-East Asia, South Asia, Africa, etc. were 
colonized.

2.6. FEATURES OF NEW 
IMPERIALISM AND SECOND 
WAVE OF COLONIALISM 
18751914

During the � rst wave of colonialism, imperial 
powers o en did not penetrate far into the 
conquered areas in Asia and Africa and were 
mostly restricted to the periphery/coastal region 
of these continents. Also, the colonial powers had 
limited in� uence on the lives of the natives. During 
the period of new imperialism, the colonial powers 
made deeper incursions and demanded more 
in� uence over the economic, political, and social 
lives of the people.  ey were determined to shape 
the economies of the lands to bene� t the colonial 
power’s economies.  ey also wanted the people to 
adopt the colonial power’s customs and traditions.

Under new imperialism, industrial colonists 
invested in the infrastructural development of 
the colonies and their venture brought huge pro� ts. 
For example, Britishers built railway infrastructure 
in India which bene� ted them to reach the interior 
and extract raw materials.

Colonial rivalries (between Dutch, Germany, 
France, Britain, etc.) and direct administrative, 
economic and military control characterized 
the age of the new imperialism, unlike � rst wave 
of colonialism where the competition between 
powers was less (more area available to colonize) 
and the industrial revolution had just seen the 
beginning phases. Extreme economic competition 
between European powers resulted in demand for 
raw materials and market and hence search for 
colonies and also complete control of colonies by 
impacting on the people’s social, cultural, political, 
and economic life aspects, unlike � rst wave of 
colonialism, where the focus was not on social and 
cultural aspects.

In the beginning, the new imperialism was led by 
the Bismarckian concept that no colony is worth 
a war.  erefore, the imperial powers of the time 
took a conscious decision not to involve themselves 
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in a war but to maximize the economic gains by 
concluding treaties among the imperial powers. 
 ough war was avoided, extreme competition 
during this period resulted in extremely unstable 
peace.  is phase of colonization is famously known 
as the paper partition of Africa.  e ending years 
of the 19th century were marked by high spirits of 
nationalism which appeared as the most dominant 
force in international relations since German and 
Italian uni� cation. However, the paper partition of 
Africa (scramble for Africa) was envisioned as an 
exception to nationalistic forces at Berlin Congress 
1885.  is phase of imperialism was new in terms 
of participants (emergence of new industrialized 
nations), target areas (earlier colonialism in Africa 
was limited to coastal regions but now deeper 
incursions were made) and vigour or intensity with 
which industrialized nations were seeking colonies. 
But direct war was avoided in favour of mutual 
understanding and diplomatic solutions (at least 
during initial years).

2.7. FACTORS FOR THE RISE OF NEW 
IMPERIALISM AND SECOND WAVE 
OF COLONIALISM

In terms of the economic factors, there was a 
decline of the old laissez-faire (free market) idea 
and the adoption of mercantilism which aimed at 
exploiting the raw materials of colonies and making 
colonies the market for their � nished products. 
 e rise of capitalism coupled with an increase in 
production because of the Industrial Revolution
led to � erce competition among the colonial 
powers. Imposition of tariff s on imports from rival 
European countries led to the accumulation of the 
produced goods which could only be dumped in 
the newly established colonies (hence colonization 
of more and more countries was required). 
Industrial nations of the Western world required 
huge quantities of raw materials, which were not 
available in their own countries. Moreover, the 
demand for colonies increased not only to extract 
raw material but also in the form of markets for the 
� nished products.  e Industrial Revolution had 
made many European businessmen very rich by the 
1880s, who had accumulated surplus capital which 
they wanted to invest abroad for pro� t which had 
low cost of labour.

Further, by the late 19th century, there emerged 
a period of aggressive nationalism in Europe. 
Many political leaders in Europe saw imperialism 
as means to maximize popular support at home. 
Ability to acquire colonies overseas and rapid 
industrialization gave legitimacy to rulers. For 
European states and people, the colonies abroad 
were a symbol of international prestige and national 
glory. Imperialism served the purpose of national 
defence by creating “buff er states” and by providing 
men of war, line of communication etc.  e need 
to secure sea routes, ports, foreign bases for their 
navies, as well as the ability to raise colonial armies 
to help � ght was a necessity for European states 
looking to establish themselves as Empires.  us, 
the modernization of the military took place which 
made it easy to capture new territories. 

Also, the theory of social Darwinism, i.e. survival 
of the � ttest became popular in the 19th century. 
European nations considered themselves engaged 
in perpetual struggle for survival and acquiring 
new colonies became necessary for ensuring their 
survival and evolution.  e Europeans believed 
that because they had racially, technological and 
civilizational superiority over the people in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, it’s their responsibility to 
civilize other inferior races (white man’s burden). 
It also meant that they had a right to colonize and 
exploit the resources of these colonies in the name 
of promoting civilization.  ese theories were used 
as moral backing by colonial traders and businesses 
as means to capture more colonies. Further, 
Christian Missionaries in Asia and Africa added 
fuel to New Imperialism in order to Christianize 
the native people of those countries.

2.8. EUROPEAN COLONIZATION 
OF AFRICA: SCRAMBLE FOR 
AFRICA

Scramble for Africa refers to annexation, 
subjugation, division and colonization of Africa by 
European powers during 1880 to 1914. Africa was 
known as the Dark Continent as its interior areas 
remained unexplored because of diffi  cult terrains, 
non-navigable rivers, thick forests, incurable 
diseases like malaria and other such geographical 
features.  ese factors ensured that colonization 
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remained restricted to Coastal regions of Africa 
for a long time and entered mainland Africa a er 
a signi� cant delay. Initially, the link between 
Europeans trade and native Africans started in 
form of slave trade.  e Europeans brought slaves 
from Africa to use them as farms labourers in newly 
established colonies across the world. But, by the 
beginning of 19th century, slave trade began losing 
its importance as many European nations legislated 
against practice of slavery. However, several Arab 
and Africans traders continued slave trade in the 
interiors of the Africa. Driven by greed of wealth 
of Africa and desire to acquire more colonies, 
Europeans used commitment to abolish slavery as 
a pretext to wage wars against African chiefs and 
kings to subjugate them and bring the interiors of 
Africa under their control.

 e coastal regions of Africa were largely 
in the hands of the old trading nations like the 
Portuguese, the Dutch, the English and the French. 
 ese nations had � rmly established themselves 
in the region by setting up their forts. So, other 

relatively new colonial powers like Italy, Germany 
had no other choice but to move into the interiors 
of the African continent. Further, the publication 
of the expeditions made by individual explorers 
in the interior territories of Africa in the 19th 
century and their account of wealth of the region 
raised the interest of the Europeans.  ey were now 
able to � gure out the courses of important African 
rivers like Congo etc.  e navigability of rivers and 
knowledge of their course implied that the colonial 
powers could now reach into the interiors and 
transport out the mineral wealth to the coasts for 
export.

 ere started a race among the colonial powers 
to seek colonies in Africa.  e issue of acquiring 
more colonies became a matter of national pride. 
 ere emerged a number of con� icts between these 
powers relating to territory and trading rights in 
Africa.  e disputed claims of these European 
colonists were resolved through a series of 
negotiations in diff erent conferences and the most 
important being the Berlin conference.
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Berlin Conference (1884-85)
 e Berlin conference of 1884-85 was 

organized by the German Chancellor 
Otto von Bismarck to regulate European 
colonization and trade in Africa.  e 
outcome of the conference was that the Niger 
river valley was divided between the British 
and the French.  e Lower Niger became a 
protectorate of Britain, while the Upper Niger 
a protectorate of France.  e British agreed 
to French colonization of Tunis and Spain 
was awarded the coastal area of present-day 
Western Sahara. Niger and Congo river was 
made free for ships of all signatory nations

Also, the European powers promised to 
take steps for the welfare and development 
of the Africans.  e conference vowed to end 
Slavery by the African and Islamic powers 
and this was to be ensured by each colonial 
power in their sphere of in� uence. It was also 
decided that the Congo Free State will be 
governed by the International Association 
for Exploration and Civilization of Central 
Africa.  is association was set up by King 
Leopold II of Belgium and thus Congo was 
recognized as a private colony of King Leopold 
II. Further, no individual nation could 
claim any special rights in Congo and King 
Leopold II granted freedom of investment 
to all signatory nations. An International 
Commission was also set up for monitoring 
compliance with the agreement.

Moreover, the Christian missionaries saw the 
continent as a place to spread Christanity. All the 
narratives created by the missionaries, explorers 
were used by the traders to force their government 
to send troops to the region and carve out colonies 
in Africa. Infact, King Leopold II of Belgium
patronized the explorers and was the � rst European 
power to establish a colony in central Africa. In 
1876, he had brought Congo under his control and 
managed it as his private colony. Leopold’s success 
in the region raised the interest of other European 
powers and it was only a er the colonization of 
Congo, the Scramble for Africa began. By 1914 the 
whole of Africa was divided among Britain, France, 
Germany, Belgium, Italy, and Portugal, except for 
Abyssinia (present day Ethiopia), and Liberia.

2.8.1. France in Scramble for Africa 

France established its empire in North and West 
Africa.  e French colonization of Africa started 
with the invasion of the North African state of 
Algeria in 1830, however, its status was raised to 
make it an indispensable province of France in 1878. 
Later, Tunis and Morocco also came under French 
in� uence and were made a French protectorate 
in 1881 and 1912 respectively. On Africa’s west 
coast, France began colonization with annexation 
of Senegal and a er this France started to extend 
her empire in West Africa. Soon France obtained 
Dahomey (modern day Benin), the Ivory Coast, 
and French Guinea. By the end of the 19th century, 
the French had made inroads into the interior of 
Africa and more territories were added to the West 
African conquests a er 1900.  e French West 
Africa territories included present day countries 
like Senegal, French Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Benin, 
Mauritania, French Sudan, and Niger Territory. 
 e administrative policies that French governors 
implemented in West Africa diff ered substantially 
from those of the Maghreb (Morocco, Algeria, 
Tunisia, Libya and Mauritania).  is disparity was 
mostly because this region contained only a small 
number of European settlers unlike the Maghreb 
region where Europeans settled in large numbers. 
 e French conquest resulted in brutal exploitation 
of the people everywhere in Africa. For instance, 
in a period of only 20 years of French conquest of 
Congo, the population of the French Congo was 
reduced to one-third of its initial size.

2.8.2. Britain in Scramble for Africa

 e British employed several systems, such 
as trading company rule, indirect rule, settlers 
rule and condominium government, to assert its 
control over parts of Africa.  e British trading 
companies like United African Company, United 
Trading Company in West Africa, the Imperial 
British East Africa Company, and the British 
South Africa Company were formed by British 
businessmen like Cecil Rhodes, who wanted to 
exploit Africa’s natural wealth.  ey duped illiterate 
African natives by signing rigged and unfavorable 
contracts with them, taking over their traditional 
lands.  e areas of modern day South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Malawi, Zambia were brought under 
control by these British trading companies. 
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Further, the British colonial administrators used 
African traditional rulers to subjugate other fellow 
Africans on their behalf.  ese African rulers were 
disillusioned by the nominal authority given to 
them by the British but the actual decisions rested 
with the British colonial offi  cers only.  e British 
used these techniques to subjugate parts of Nigeria.

Also, the British settlers played a signi� cant role 
in establishing colonies in parts of Southern and 
Eastern Africa.  ese settlers came in as immigrants 
but later decided to make these colonies their 
permanent home.  e British settler colonies were 
founded primarily in South Africa, Southern and 
Northern Rhodesia (present day Zimbabwe and 
Zambia), and South-West Africa (Namibia).  ese 
White settlers enacted laws that maintained their 
dominance over the native Africans and ensured 
that the natives remain politically marginalized. 
 e native Africans were harshly treated in regions 
dominated by White settlers. Systems like apartheid 
were introduced to allow for discrimination based 
on race.  e British also formed a condominium 
government to rule over Sudan. Sudan was 
renamed as Anglo-Egyptian Sudan because of joint 
rule of Egypt and Britain.

 us the British had colonies in the south, the 
east, and western Africa. Its colony of Gold Coast 
(Ghana) in the West was rich in Cocoa, while 
Nigeria had large oil reserves. Egypt was also 
of special interest to Britain because of the Suez 
Canal, which provided for a shorter sea route to 
its Asian colonies, especially India. In 1922, Egypt 
was given independence but Britain continued to 
control the Suez Canal.  e British rule in these 
colonies planted seeds of racial and ethnic tension, 
which later led to the killing of millions of natives 
in Africa..

2.8.3. Germany in Scramble for Africa

Germany was a late entrant in the scramble 
for Africa and became interested in establishing 
colonies in Africa only a er its uni� cation in 1871. 
From 1882 to 1884, Germany was able to colonize 
South West Africa.  e Germans � rst occupied 
Togoland in Equatorial Africa, followed by 
Cameroon and German West Africa. A er World 
War I, the German colonial empire in Africa came 
to an end and its colonies were distributed among 
the Allied Powers as Mandates.  ese Mandates 

were the former colonies, which were assigned to 
developed nations by the League of Nations for 
preparing them for independence at a later date. 
For example, German Southwest Africa was given 
to South Africa as a mandate. 

2.8.4. Italy in Scramble for Africa

Italy, like Germany, was a late entrant and actively 
sought to acquire colonies a er its uni� cation in 
1871. But, in contrast to Germany’s, Italy’s rule 
over the colonies lasted till 1941. Italy wanted to 
set up a colony in Tunis, but it failed because the 
French took control of it in 1881. It succeeded 
in colonizing Eritrea in North-Eastern Africa. 
 rough various treaties, Italy acquired Eastern 
Somaliland in the 1880s. Italy then wanted to 
colonize Abyssinia (Ethiopia) but failed miserably 
to colonize it and suff ered humiliating defeat by 
the Ethiopian nationalists in 1896. In 1911, Italy 
occupied Libya from the weak Ottoman Turkey. In 
1935, Italy avenged its defeat by the Ethiopians and 
took it under its control. A er its defeat in World 
War II, Italy lost all of its colonies.

Italy’s colonial policy was similar to that of other 
European colonial powers, however it diff ered 
in the sense that it was based on enhancing the 
glory and overall international prestige of Italy, 
rather than on the economic bene� ts that could 
be gained from colonies.  us, Italy was among few 
colonial powers that actually suff ered economic 
loss from the whole colonial exercise.

2.8.5.  Other Colonial Powers in Scramble 
for Africa 

Even a small or politically insigni� cant countries 
like Belgium, Portugal, Spain were able to get a 
share in the African pie. Belgium for instance � rst 
colonized Congo and then extended its control 
to Rwanda and Burundi. Portugal was also able 
to carve out colonies like Angola, Guinea, and 
Mozambique, while Spain had Spanish Morocco, 
Spanish Sahara, and Spanish Guinea.

2.9. COLONIALISM IN PACIFIC
By the start of the 1900s, almost all the island 

nations in the Paci� c had come under colonial 
in� uences.  e most prominent among these 
colonial advancements was of the US. In the 
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nineteenth century, United States emerged as the 
biggest power in the Americas. She had extended 
her territories through war with Mexico and 
purchase of Louisiana, Florida, and Alaska from 
France, Spain and Russia, respectively.

 e USA came up with the Monroe Doctrine
in the 19th century.  e Monroe doctrine was 
a foreign policy initiative of the USA President 
James Monroe in 1823. It asserted USA’s unilateral 
control over western hemisphere and provided 
that any attempt by a European power to exert its 
in� uence in the Western Hemisphere would be 
seen by the United States as a threat to its security. 
It laid emphasis on two things; � rst the policy of 
Isolation and second, the hegemony of the US in 
North and South America. A er the end of the 
American civil war (1861-65), the US witnessed 
high economic growth and wanted new markets 
to sell its goods and, thus, started American 
Imperialism. Further just like other European 
powers, USA’s leaders also used the narrative of 
a civilizing mission to justify their annexation. 
 e US started claiming areas outside America 
under its in� uence i.e. it extended the notion of its 
‘backyard’ to  include the entire Paci� c. 

 e US started supporting Cuba’s independence 
from Spain, as the American businesses could gain 
immensely from the sugar trade with an independent 
Cuba. Later, in 1898, the Spanish-American war 
broke out over the issue of independence of Cuba. 
 e USA emerged victorious in the war and Spanish 
colonies in the Paci� c i.e. the Philippines, Guam, 
and Puerto Rico were annexed by the USA. Cuba 
was made an independent country, but its foreign 
policy came under US control. In 1898, the US 
annexed the strategically important Hawaii Islands
in the Paci� c as part of the Monroe Doctrine. 

Later, the Roosevelt corollary was added to 
Monroe Doctrine in 1904 under which the USA 
declared that it alone had the right to intervene 
in the aff airs of its neighbors if they are unable 
to maintain order on their own.  e corollary 
was translated into action in the Dominican 
Republic, Cuba, Nicaragua, Haiti etc.  e USA 
economically and politically subjugated Latin 
American countries by pumping in huge amounts 
of money as investments and ‘buying’ the corrupt 
governments in these countries.  is was facilitated 

by the absence of strong governments in countries of 
South America. Most of these countries were ruled 
by Caudillos, or corrupt military leader supported 
by oligarchs.

In 1915, America sent troops to Haiti, in response 
of a political instability created by the assassination 
of Haiti President, which could have harmed 
American business in the country.  e American 
troops remained there till 1934. In Mexico, where 
the US had made huge investments, Fransisco 
Madero, the then President of Mexico was deposed 
in 1913 with the support of the United States. 
 e intervention by the United States in Mexico 
continued for many years.

 e policy of the United States of America 
in the region is described as Big stick policy
and its actions similar to that of international 
policemen. Further, the  policy of extension of US 
in� uence in the domestic aff airs of these countries 
through economic investment is known as Dollar 
diplomacy.

Panama Canal
 e Panama Canal is an arti� cial waterway 

located in Panama that connects the Atlantic 
ocean with the Paci� c ocean and divides 
North and South America.  e canal was 
initially built in Coloumbia’s Province of 
Panama by a French company.  e US entered 
into an agreement with the Colombian 
government and � nanced the construction in 
lieu of perpetual rights of a six mile stretch of 
the canal.  e Colombian parliament refused 
to ratify the agreement as it was unfavorable 
to them.  e canal was then virtually annexed 
by the US by � nancing a revolt in Panama. 
 e US recognized Panama as an independent 
country and in return gained a 10 mile stretch 
of the Panama canal for perpetuity.  is 
incident is a perfect manifestation of Dollar 
diplomacy of the US.

2.10. COLONIALISM IN ASIA

2.10.1.  Imperialism in South and South-
East Asia

 e  colonised part of South and South-East Asia 
included countries like Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Burma, 
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Malaya, Indonesia, Indo-China,  ailand and the 
Philippines.  ese countries started witnessing 
colonial conquest a er the discovery of trade routes 
by Vasco de Gama between India and Europe. 
For instance, Sri Lanka was � rst dominated by 
the Portuguese.  e native Buddhist resented the 
Portuguese rule because of the atrocities committed 
by them and thus welcomed any power that could 
help them.  e Sri Lankan kingdom of Kandy
appealed to the Dutch for help against the Portuguese. 
 e Dutch responded to the appeal as it suited their 
economic interest.  e Dutch successfully defeated 
the Portuguese, but later breached the contract with 
the Sri Lankan Kingdom and started capturing 
territories in Sri Lanka.  e Dutch completely 
occupied Sri Lanka and continued to hold on to 
it till the British invasion. During the Napoleanic 
wars (1803-15), the British feared that Napoleon’s 
control of Holland may directly transfer the 
control of Sri Lanka to France and thus launched 
an invasion of Sri Lanka. By 1815, Sri Lanka was 
completely subjugated by Britain.  e British used 
Sri Lanka for growing plantation crops like Tea and 
Rubber. 

Similarly, the region of Malaya (modern 
day Malaysia) was also initially occupied by the 
Portuguese, who lost the region to the Dutch, who 
intrun lost it to the British.  e British occupation 
of the Malya peninsula and along with Singapore, 
meant that they controlled all of the trade with the 
Far East that passed through the Strait of Malacca. 
 e Britisher started increasing their in� uence in 
the region by slowly leasing territories from the 
local sultans. In 1891, the British obtained the town 
of Singapore. Later, the Britishers organized the 
existing small sultanates in Malaysia into federated 
Malaya states and had placed British residents 
to guide the Sultans of these states. Later during 
World War II, Malaya was brie� y occupied by the 
Japanese and a er their defeat, it again came under 
the mandate of the Brtitshers.

 e Dutch controlled the area of East Indies 
(modern day Indonesia) as they were interested in 
the lucrative spice trade. 

 e colonised area of Indo-China in South-
East Asia consisted of Loas, Vietnam, and 
Cambodia. When the Britishers were engaged 
in Opium wars with China in the 19th century, 

the French slowly increased their presence in the 
region and systematically through threats of war 
or lucrative deals to the local rulers became the 
master of the region. In 1880, the French in a bid 
to take control of the whole of SouthEast Asia, 
began trading with the Kingdom of Burma and 
started seeking concessions like the right to build 
railroads. Alarmed by the French intervention in 
its neighborhood and the fear of losing out the 
lucrative Timber trade of Burma to France, the 
British launched a series of wars and occupied the 
whole of Burma in 1886.

2.10.2.  Imperialism in Central and West 
Asia

In Central and West Asia, Russia and Britain 
emerged as the main powers competing for colonies. 
Russia had only a handful of ports, which were in 
the cold waters up north.  ese ports remain frozen 
in winters and so she aspired for access to warm 
water ports to carry on trade throughout the year. 
Russia wanted to access the Black Sea ports by 
expanding its territory at expense of a weakening 
Ottoman Empire. But the European powers were 
against such an expansion as it would have meant 
Eastern Europe coming under the in� uence of 
Russia. Russia’s hopes of expansion were shattered 
when it was defeated in the Crimean war (1853-56)
against an alliance of France, Britain, the Ottoman 
Empire, and Sardinia (Italy). Russia then decided 
to follow an expansionist policy towards the South 
in Asia, which threatened the British empire in 
India. In 1858, Russia forced China to hand over 
the large part of territory north of the Amur river 
establishing much of the present border between 
Russia’s Far East and China’s Manchuria region 
and, thus, Russia got a port in the Western Paci� c. 

 e British sent troops in Tibet in 1904, to keep 
a check on Russian advances in Tibet and seized the 
control of Tibet’s foreign policy. Meanwhile, Russia 
was engaged in war with Japan. Russia suff ered a 
humiliating defeat in the Russo-Japanese war 
of 1904-5, a er which, she made an agreement 
with Britain in 1907, and recognized Tibet and 
Afghanistan as areas of British in� uence.  us, the 
Britishers were successful in creating a buff er zone 
between India and Russia. A er the overthrow of 
the Chinese Monarchy in 1911, the British in� uence 



World History 16

Colonialism and Imperialism

over Tibet further increased.  rough the same 
1907 agreement, Northern Iran was recognized 
as a sphere of in� uence of Russia and Southern 
Iran came under British in� uence, while Central 
Iran was made a buff er zone. For a while, a joint 
Anglo-Russian supremacy existed over Iran. A er 
the Russian revolution of 1917, the new Soviet 
government denounced the old Anglo-Russian 
agreement and gave up her rights in Iran.

During these years, Germany was trying to 
extend its in� uence over the Ottoman empire. 
Germany wanted to build a railway line from 
Constantinople (Istanbul) to Baghdad and further 
up to the Persian Gulf.  rough extension of 
railways Germany hoped to promote its trade 
in West Asia and India.  e railway project was 
opposed by Britain, France and Russia, but later 
an agreement to divide the region was reached 
between all the parties. However, a er World War 
I, Germany and Ottoman empire were defeated, 
and Syria, Palestine, Iraq and Arabia were taken 
away from the Ottoman empire.  ese areas were 
then governed as mandates by France and Britain. 
 us, with the defeat of Germany in World War 
I, her ambition of becoming an imperialist nation 
collapsed.

Meanwhile in Asia, Japan was the only nation 
that escaped the imperialist control. As we will 
see in the Chapter: 3 Industrial Revolution, 
Japan witnessed rapid industrialization a er the 
Meiji restoration. By the 1890s, Japan had built a 
formidable armed force and was ready to pursue 
her colonial ambitions. Initially, these ambitions 
were directed towards establishing her supremacy 
in East Asia, and particularly in China. Japan went 
into war with China in 1895 and defeated her. 
Japan annexed Formosa (Taiwan) from China and 
forced China to recognize the independence of 
Korea, which was earlier a protectorate of China. 
 e Japanese freed Korea from the in� uence of 
China, only to annex it in 1910. By the early 20th 
century, Japan was recognized as a great power 
by other colonial powers. In 1902,  e Anglo-
Japanese treaty was signed and Japan became the 
� rst Asian country to enjoy status of full equality 
with other colonial powers.  e British signed 
the treaty with Japan to deter Russian advances in 
China. Japan successfully defeated Russia in the 
Russo-Japanese war of 1904-5, a er which, Japan 

obtained half of Sakhalin Island and Manchuria 
was recognized as a Japanese sphere of in� uence. 
During World War I, Japan tried to establish her 
protectorate over China but failed to do so because 
of resistance from Chinese Nationalists and desire 
of self determination.  e rise of Japan as a great 
power and her win over a major European power 
like Russia, gave boost to the feeling of nationalism 
in other Asian countries. However, much to their 
dismay, the main victims of Japanese imperialism 
were not Europeans but people of other Asian 
countries.

2.11. IMPACT OF COLONIZATION
By embarking on the journey of establishing 

colonies, the European countries saw a very rapid 
increase in trade volume and prosperity, while 
on the other hand, the colonies were ripped off  
their resources and the natives were condemned 
to a life of misery and hardships. Europe started 
importing products like spices, muslin, etc. which 
were new to its market and became very popular. 
Further, countries like Holland, which were barren 
internally, made huge pro� ts out of the colonies 
by providing ships for commerce to Britain and 
other European countries.  e Plantation system 
was introduced in the colonies for the production 
of sugarcane, tobacco, and cotton, etc. Spain set up 
sugar plantations in Central American colonies, 
while Portugal put up the plantation system in 
Brazil. 

On the other hand, the impact of colonialism 
on the colonies was appalling. Due to the 
commercialization of agriculture in the colonies, 
there was a shortfall of food crops which o en led 
to a large number of deaths due to famines. During 
the severe 1942-43 Famine in Bengal, over 3 million 
people died of hunger. South America was colonized 
by Spain a er the Amerigo’s voyage, which Spain 
had funded.  e native civilizations, such as Aztecs
and the Incas, were destroyed and their gold and 
silver plundered.  e indigenous Americans were 
forced to work for the colonists in the mines and 
farms.  e mines of Peru, Bolivia, and Mexico 
were exploited with all the wealth exported out to 
Spain. Later, the Dutch, the British, and the French 
also came to control parts of America. Similarly, 
thousands of Aborigines in Australia and Maoris 
in New Zealand were slaughtered. 
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Figure 2.3: Trans Atlantic Slave Trade: Slave Triangle

 e objective of Colonialism in Asia was to 
achieve pro� t by trade, while the Slave trade was 
the main reason in the case of Africa. In Africa, 
colonization began early but was limited to the 
coastal region because the hindrances caused by 
the geography limited the expansion of the colonial 
empire to mainland Africa.  e Slave trade was 
started by Portugal as its workers on the plantations 
were not able to tolerate the hot and humid equatorial 
climate of Brazil.  ey brought the Black Africans 
who were physically strong and used to living in 
an equatorial climate to work on their plantations. 
While the Africans worked on the plantations as 
slaves, the native Americans worked like serfs on 
the estates of the colonists. Soon the Slave trade was 
introduced in North America, the West Indies, and 
other parts of America by European powers a er 
colonization.  e Slave Trade came to be known as 
the Trans-Atlantic Slave trade and the Triangular 
Slave Trade as a tripod of America, Africa, and 
Europe was established and the Africans were 
shipped across the Atlantic to America.  e Slave 
trade continued for 300 years. Initially, at the end of 
the 15th century, it was the individual merchants, 
sailors, and pirates who conducted the trade but 
by the end of the 16th century the Slave Trading 
Companies were established which took over 
the Slave trade.  e Black Africans were initially 
hunted from coastal Africa as the interiors were out 
of bound but a er the explorations of the mainland 
in the 19th century, the slave-hunting extended to 
the whole of Africa.  e conditions of journeys 
across the Atlantic were inhumane and many 
Africans died during these journeys due to lack of 
hygiene and crowding.  e Industrial Revolution, 
a er 1750, increased the demand for raw materials 
in England. To increase the supply of raw materials 

from the colonies and with the increasing colonial 
empire of Britain, the number of Africans traded in 
the Slave Trade also increased. 

Slavery was ended by France a er the French 
Revolution in 1789 mainly because the revolution 
was based on ideas of liberty, equality, and 
fraternity.  e British passed the Slavery Abolition 
Act in 1833 to end slavery in all of its colonies, 
while the USA banned it a er the American 
civil war (1861- 65).  e ban on Slavery faced 
opposition from many quarters.  e Dutch settlers 
of South Africa opposed the ban. Also, the civil 
war in the US was fought between the USA Federal 
government and the southern states on the issue of 
slavery.  e southern states were opposed to a ban 
on Slavery and rather desired its extension to the 
new territories being acquired by the USA.

 e colonial powers deindustrialized the 
already existing industries in the colonies and took 
conscious eff ort to dissuade any development of 
industries in the colonies.  is was done to make 
colonies completely dependent on imports from 
the mother country.  e British followed the policy 
of Mercantile Capitalism in the 18th century. 
 e idea was that the government should regulate 
the economy at home and the colony abroad to 
enhance the national power. In response to which 
the trade barriers were placed on the exports from 
colonies and trade monopolies were awarded 
to British companies to maintain a positive 
balance of trade. Deliberate economic policies of 
colonial power impoverished the colonies and 
drained their wealth.  is has impacted post-
independence developmental trajectories of the 
colonized counties and most of them continue to 
be under-developed third-world countries. When 
Portuguese were forced to leave Mozambique, they 
destroyed machinery and industrial installation in 
revenge.

 e impact of Colonialism on Africa was 
quite profound and le  a long-lasting legacy. 
Colonialism reduced local warfare that o en 
took place because of multiple ethnicities and 
a lack of unity between them. Some historians 
justify colonial rule arguing that humanitarian 
eff orts in some colonies improved sanitation 
and provided hospitals and schools. As a result, 
lifespans increased and literacy rates also improved. 
Products from colonies came to be valued in the 
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international market. To aid the economic growth, 
railroads, dams, and telephone and telegraph lines 
were built in colonies. However, this development 
was promoted primarily to further the interest 
of Europeans and ease exploitation of colonies. 
Education and health services were provided by 
Missionaries with an ulterior motive of expansion of 
their religion. Colonial powers introduced modern 
education to alienate natives from their culture and 
create a class of sub-servient obedient subjects. 
Even these activities were carried out selectively, 
only in resource rich and easy to exploit areas. For 
example; when British withdrew from Nyasaland 
(Malawi), there were only 3 secondary schools for 3 
million Africans and zero industrial factory.

Africans in European colonies lost control of 
their land and their independence. Many died of 
new diseases, such as smallpox. European rule also 
disrupted African family and community life. In 
some cases, colonial powers moved Africans far 
from their families and villages to work in mines or 
on plantations. Africans suff ered from a breakdown 
of their traditional cultures. Traditional authority 
� gures were replaced. Homes and property were 
transferred with little regard to their importance 
to the people.  e African continent was divided 
and the national boundaries were created without 
keeping ethnicity and culture into considerations. 
 ese boundaries continue to create problems 
even today for the nations that evolved from the 
former colonies.
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3

3.1. INTRODUCTION
 e industrial revolution refers to the 

transformation of industry and economy through  
the use of new machinery and technologies
for production of goods, that started in Britain 
around 1750's. It was a landmark event because 
of its fundamental eff ects in transforming polity, 
society, and economy, in Europe and beyond.  e 
term industrial revolution was coined in the 1880s 
to describe this period of rapid and unprecedented 
industrial growth in Britain.  e textile industry was 
the biggest bene� ciary of the industrial revolution 
and emerged as the dominant industry of the era 
in terms of employment, the value of output, and 
the capital invested. But iron and coal formed 
the bedrock of industrial revolution. Developed 
transport network and British domination of 
long-distance foreign trade were other critical 
characteristics of industrial revolution. Industrial 
revolution made Britain the � rst industrial nation 
in the world. In fact, the � rst industrial revolution 
evidently remained con� ned to Britain. Modern 
industrialization in other parts of the world, viz. 
continental Europe, USA and Japan happened only 
during the second industrial revolution (1860s-
1914).

 e Industrial Revolution was a major turning 
point in history, as it aff ected almost every 
aspect of daily life.  e Industrial Revolution 

produced a shi  from the traditional, labor-
intensive economy dependent on agriculture and 
handicra s to a capital-intensive economy based 
on mass production by machines, specialized 
labor, and industrial factories. Although the 
Industrial Revolution took decades to spread, it 
was revolutionary in its fundamental eff ects on 
the society.  e development of large factories 
encouraged mass migration of people from the 
countryside to urban areas where impersonal 
coexistence replaced the traditional intimacy of 
rural life. Higher levels of productivity led to a search 
for new sources of raw materials, new consumption 
patterns, and a revolution in transportation that 
allowed raw materials and � nished products to be 
moved quickly through railways and steamships. 
 e creation of a wealthy middle class and a huge 
industrial working class substantially transformed 
the traditional social relationships.

3.2. CONTRIBUTING FACTORS 
TO THE INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION

 e industrial revolution had its beginnings in 
Britain in the second half of the 18th century. But 
the agricultural revolution was the precursor to 
the Industrial revolution.  e British agricultural 
revolution spanned a period from middle of the 
17th century and continued alongside Industrial 
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revolution well into the 19th century. Agriculture 
revolution took roots in Britain when the wealthy 
British landowners started buying large tracts of land 
in the countryside and began experimenting with 
more productive seeding and harvesting techniques 
to increase the crop yield.  ese landholders started 
enclosing their lands and farms within fences o en 
encroaching upon the common pasture land in the 
process.  is phenomenon replaced the old open 
� eld system with the system of enclosed � elds.  is 
forced shi  in land use, famously referred to as the 
enclosure movement, le  many small subsistence 
farmers without any land and grazing rights. 
Having lost their way of life, many of these farmers 
moved to cities in search of work.  is mobilization 
of farm workers, tenants and farmers towards cities 
and towns proved vital for the industrial revolution 
because it put a large workforce, available to work 
at low wages, at the disposal of factories and mines. 
Moreover, the parallel improvement in agriculture 
like the mechanization of agriculture or long-
term improvements in agricultural techniques 
like adoption of crop rotation method, selective 
breeding of farm animals etc. greatly increased 
output of agricultural economy. Such changes 
helped reduce the need of labor in agriculture, . For 
example, the use of threshing machine displaced 
the laborious job of hand thrashing that had 
sustained about one-quarter of agricultural labor. 
 is surplus labor was now available for use in the 
new industries and the factory system in cities.

In addition to the agricultural revolution, 
Britain also witnessed a technological revolution,
marked by a series of inventions like Spinning 
Jenney, Water frame, Spinning Mule, and the 
Power loom.  ese inventions revolutionized the 
British textile industry which soon became the 
leading industry in Britain in terms of employment. 
 e invention of the steam engine by James Watt
revolutionized transportation of coal strengthening 
the foundation of industrial revolution in sectors 
like mining and iron production while also 
improving the transportation and logistics network 
by leaps.  e combination of steam engine and iron 
industry played a pivotal in the establishment of 
railways, which also created new demand for iron 
rails apart from giving manufacturers a cheap and 
faster means of transporting raw materials to the 
factories and sending off  � nished products from 
the factories to ports.

 e mid-18th century witnessed the birth of 
a new commercial world. Bank of Amsterdam
and the Bank of England became international 
economic forces, the tag previously held by the 
German and the Italian banks. British banks started 
providing � nance and credit operations for overseas 
trade and commerce, the bill of exchange became 
the primary � nancial instrument of international 
trade.  e � rst European paper currencies and 
cheques were born, and joint-stock companies 
generated another form of negotiable security in 
form of their own shares. Facilities like banking and 
insurance not only increased foreign trade but also 
developed the domestic market.  e commercial 
revolution contributed large amounts of capital 
which � nanced the construction of factories and 
machines for the industrial revolution. Pro� ts 
earned from overseas markets was invested again 
in the industrial expansion which contributed 
in sustaining the industrial revolution through 
periods of recession as seen during 1840s and 1850s 
and in starting off  the second industrial revolution 
in the late 18th century, catering to the growing 
industrial demand.

 e increased production under the aegis 
of imperialism gave impetus to the industrial 
revolution by ensuring availability of cheap raw 
material from the colonies as a vast section of 
the world came under the colonial control of 
Europeans. Apart from the help in achieving 
low costs of the industrial goods through cheap 
raw material which were virtually � nanced by 
colonial loot,  the colonies also became a captive 
market for the � nal products manufactured in 
Europe. For example, the trade of the East India 
Company was � nanced by its agricultural revenues 
from Bengal. Another example is the slave trade 
triangle developed in the Atlantic Ocean, under 
which European factories were fed with resources 
from North and South America, while the goods 
produced were shipped and sold in Africa in 
exchange for slaves.  e European colonist not 
only exploited raw material from these colonies but 
also followed mercantilist policies to consciously 
annihilate domestic manufacturing and exports of 
the colonies so as to bene� t the mother country.
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Mercantilism is a doctrine of state 
intervention in a zero-sum economic 
competition between countries with 
nationalistic objectives of attaining an excess 
of exports over imports. To this end, the 
foreign, economic and military policies are all 
framed with the objective to accumulate a large 
amount of gold and silver.  e mercantilist 
theory envisaged increasing the export surplus 
and keeping the terms of trade (ratio of export 
prices to import prices) tilted in favor of the 
mother country, as necessary instruments 
for the accumulation of national wealth and 
well-being.  e mercantilist policies were 
executed through a combination of legal 
decree, armed trade and colonization. For 
example, when the British Parliament passed 
the Navigation Act of 1651, it declared all 
English colonies as subordinate to the British 
Parliament and that all trade in these colonies 
was to be monopolized by English ships.  e 
North American colonies were forbidden to 
manufacture even a single item that might 
compete with British exports, ranging from 
hats or pins to textiles or iron by a series of 
Acts, starting from 1691.

3.3. BEGINNING OF INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION IN ENGLAND

 e events in Britain before 1750 as well as its 
geography set the stage for industrial revolution 
to start in Britain. Britain was richly supplied with 
important mineral resources, such as coal and iron 
ore, which would soon become the basis of new 
industries and manufacturing processes. Britain 
was also a small country, and the relatively short 
distances made transportation readily accessible to 
all parts of the country. Further, the abundance of 
rivers and canals made transportation cheap and 
easier, even before the development of railways. 
Indented coastline and sheltered bays provided for 
natural harbors and easy trans-shipments for cargo. 
Moreover, from mid-seventeenth century onward, 
both private and public investment poured into the 
construction of new roads, bridges, and canals, 
which signi� cantly improved transportation. 

Figure 3.1: Industrial Revolution in England started 
with cotton textile

 e stable political situation in Britain from 
around 1688 (a er the Glorious Revolution) 
provided ideal condition for the industrial 
revolution. Britain came to be known for the 
freedom it provided for private enterprise during 
those times. Britain’s government played positive 
role in the process of industrialization. It placed 
fewer restrictions on private entrepreneurs than any 
other European state. Parliament pased laws that 
protected private property. Unlike the continental 
countries, Britain had no internal custom barriers 
to hinder domestic trade.  us, while countries 
like France and Germany were still in turmoil, in 
Britain England, Wales and Scotland were united 
under one monarchy, common law, single currency 
and an unfragmented market.

With the agricultural revolution already taking 
place in Britain since the 16th and 17th century, the 
country had ample food resources.  e large and 
growing population did not need to do subsistence 
farming to sustain itself.  e agriculture revolution 
also forced small and tenant farmer to give up 
farming and move to cities for new livelihoods 
becoming the much-needed labor force for the 
industries.  e surge in supply of labor reduced 
their bargaining power, leading to availability of 
cheap labor, low cost of production and higher 
pro� t margin for British capitalists.

Moreover, the expansion of British colonies 
in Caribbean, India, and Africa gave British 
industrialists a ready outlet for their manufactured 
goods through control over trade and markets of 
colonies. In the course of its eighteenth-century 
wars and conquests, Great Britain had developed 
a vast colonial empire at the expense of its leading 
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continental rivals, the Dutch Republic and France. 
Britain also possessed well-developed merchant 
shipping industry that was able to transport goods 
to any place in the world.

Finally, Britain had a head start in sense that 
it was economically more developed. Money was 
widely used as a medium of exchange. Payment 
in wages instead of in-kind meant people had the 
freedom to spend their earnings, which increased 
consumption of industrial goods and also helped in 
providing a market for industrial goods. Further, the 
increasing standard of living and a rapidly growing 
population also spurred the consumption of goods. 
 ere was demand from both domestic and foreign 
markets coupled with the inability of the old system 
to deliver on these demands, led entrepreneurs to 
seek and adopt the new methods of manufacturing. 
 ese new methods of manufacturing were based 
on a series of inventions that culminated in the 
Industrial Revolution. By the end of the 18th 
century, Britain was the most advanced country 
in Europe.  e 19th century saw the spread of 

the Industrial Revolution to other countries.  e 
countries of continental Europe acquired the tools 
and skills needed to revolutionize their economies. 
 e United States also underwent an industrial 
revolution in the 19th century.  ere were a number 
of ways through which industrialism spread outside 
Britain which we are discussing in the next section. 

3.4. SPREAD OF INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION OUTSIDE 
BRITAIN

 e Industrial Revolution in Continental Europe 
came a little later than in Great Britain. It was only 
a er the end of the Napoleonic wars in 1815, that 
there was peace in continental Europe a er decades 
of turmoil.  e relatively calm situation in the 
continent enabled the European nations to focus on 
setting up industries. In many places, this involved 
the application of technology developed in Britain. 
It happened broadly in two ways, i.e., either the 
technology was purchased from Britain or British 

Why did Industrial Revolution begin with Cotton?
 e Industrial revolution started in Britain with the textile industry, and primarily with cotton 

because of a number of reasons. First, the cotton goods were popular and in demand all around the 
globe, leading to an already existing market for cotton along with presence of well-established capitalist 
class.  e large colonial expanse of Britain provided both the source of raw material and market for 
� nished goods. As a matter of fact, imports from colonies like India and USA comprised mainly of 
cotton, hence innovative minds and entrepreneurs were inclined to invent tools of productivity in the 
� eld of cotton manufacturing.

Further, new inventions, such as Power-loom and the steam engine, propelled the growth of cotton 
industries. Moreover, cotton was more popular than any other � ber known at that point of time because 
Jute was too coarse, wool was too warm for all climates, cotton was just perfect. Also, the pro� ts in the 
cotton textile were unmatched by other textiles, such as wool, jute etc. 

Industrialization and its Diverse Trajectories
Industrialization is the process in which an economy is transformed from an agrarian one to one 

based on the manufacturing of goods. Manual labor is replaced by mechanized mass production, and 
cra smen are replaced by assembly lines. Further, it involves increasing investment of a country’s wealth 
into capital formation which includes creation of infrastructure, installing new machines and increasing 
manufacturing effi  ciency. Diff erent countries have experienced industrialization along varying 
trajectories. In England, for example, industrialization started in coal and cotton-textile sectors, and 
creation of modern infrastructure like railways happened a er the initial phase of industrialization. But 
in countries like Russia, railways and heavy industry were built in the initial phase of industrialization 
itself. Role of state and � nancial institutions are some other variables that dictated diff erent paths for 
diff erent countries in their pursuit of modern industries. Many countries of continental Europe saw lack 
of colonies as a crippling disability in pursuing industrialization, and this economic contest set off  a new 
competition for colonies, starting the period of new imperialism. 
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engineers and entrepreneurs moved abroad in 
search of new opportunities.  e German, Russian 
and Belgian governments all provided state funding 
to the new industries. In some cases (such as iron), 
the diff erences in availability and quality of local 
resources meant that only some aspects of British 
technology were adopted.  e industrial revolution 
took a diff erent course in each European country, 
depending upon the political and social situation 
and access to natural resources.

 e Industrial Revolution in Germany, started 
in the mid-19th century.  e government of 
Prussia, the most dominant of the various German 
states, played a proactive role in protecting and 
promoting local industries, while also encouraging 
development of large-scale industries.  e 
industrialization in Germany can be divided into 
two periods, the early industrialization till 1840s 
and the Industrial revolution from 1850s onwards. 
Under the erstwhile Holy Roman Empire which was 
ended by Napoleon in 1806, foreign trade had been 
minimal, markets were fragmented and agriculture 
was backward.  e early industrialization was slow 
and focused on production of simple consumer 
and agricultural goods.  e establishment of 
Zollverein or a German Customs Union in 1834 
created a uni� ed economic area which eliminated 
trade barriers in exchange of goods. Germany also 
witnessed a substantial increase in population 
growth, which favored the Industrial Revolution, as 
it not only increased the demand of industrial goods 
for consumption but also increased the availability 
of workforce for industries. Further, the region of 
Prussia and the surrounding German states were 
rich in iron and coal resources like the areas of 
Ruhr and Saar. When the industrial revolution took 
off  in the 1850s it was unlike the industrialization 
in Britain in sense that, it started not in the textile 
industry rather expanded through the rapid 
growth of coal, steel and railroad construction. 
 e development of eff ective transportation and 
communication allowed German companies to 
grow big, powerful and prosperous. By the late 19th 
century, Germany emerged as a great industrial 
power.

In Russia, the industrial revolution took place 
at the end of the 19th century. Russia was under 
the rule of absolute monarchy and so the industrial 
development in Russia was state led.  e State was 

the major investor, producer and consumer of the 
goods. A er 1890s Russian authorities encouraged 
the industrialists to look for foreign loans for 
capital. Further, tariff s and protection duties 
were also imposed on imports to compete with 
Western industries. Initially, there was a shortage 
of labor in Russia because of practice of Serfdom, 
in which the Serfs (bounded peasants) were stuck 
to the land. So, in 1861, Serfdom was abolished in 
Russia and the freed Serfs moved to the cities and 
provided labor base for the industrial revolution in 
Russia. Russia also had a signi� cant advantage in 
terms of adequate presence of mineral resources 
but connectivity was an issue due to vast extent 
of the land. However, the construction of Trans-
Siberian rail network, in 1891, quickened the pace 
of industrialization coupled with the development 
of Iron and Coal industries. In the late 19th century, 
European engineers, scientists, and experts were 
invited to Russia to oversee industrial development. 
As a result, the Russian industrial revolution was 
marked by the dominance of heavy industries 
like iron and steel. Further, the imperial desires 
of Russia to seek favorable terms of trade, forced 
Russia into a number of con� icts, most of which it 
lost. For example: the Crimean war.  is revealed 
backwardness of Russia and increased its focus on 
industrialization. However, a er the establishment 
of communist regime, desire for colonialism was 
abandoned as a an ill of capitalism.

Industrial Revolution in France was delayed by 
the political upheaval of the French Revolution
and then due to Napoleon Wars in the late 18th

and early 19th century. France began industrializing 
a er 1815, but the pace of industrialization in 
France was far below from that of other states 
like Japan, Britain, or Germany.  e growth of 
industrialization was hindered by a number of 
factors. For instance, France did not have a good 
source of coal, which was a bottleneck in its 
industrial development. Further, the transportation 
system was designed more for military needs 
rather than to reap economic bene� ts.  e French 
government in 1850s did take a number of steps 
facilitate industrialization.  e government resorted 
to protective policies for domestic industries 
which played a major role in the French industrial 
revolution. French roads and railway systems were 
greatly improved.  e development of railways 
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helped in integrating hitherto isolated markets, 
facilitated easy transportation of raw materials and 
� nished products. Consequently, mechanization 
and � nancial system improved signi� cantly. Under 
the regime of Napoleon III (1852-70), private 
investment was encouraged by giving investors 
assured return on their investment.  is resulted 
in doubling of railway line length, quadrupling of 
iron production in span of two decades. However, 
still France was never able to rival Britain as an 
industrial center.

Outside Europe, the Industrial Revolution � rst 
spread in the United States of America (USA). 
A er the end of civil war in 1865, industrialization 
in the United States increased at a breakneck 
pace.  is period which encompassed most of the 
second half of the nineteenth century, has been 
called the Second Industrial Revolution or the 
American Industrial Revolution, in contrast with 
the � rst industrial revolution which was the British 
industrial revolution. In the early 19th century, USA 
was largely an agricultural country, with nearly 
80% population employed in agriculture. Cotton 
was the country’s biggest export. USA was a large 
country, rich in natural resources but short of labor. 
 e transition towards industrialization started 
a er the middle of the 19th century with expansion 
of machine tool industry and growing demand 
for interchangeable parts. Machinery became 
a major industry. All sectors of the economy 
were mechanized from manufacturing of sewing 
machines, woodworking to production of bicycles 
and shoes. Given the large continental size of USA 
and the lack of transportation and communication 
system proved to be major obstacles for 
industrialization in America.  e development 
of Railways, telegraph and the invention of the 
Morse code overcame problems in transportation 
and communication.  e Industrial Revolution in 
the United States was encouraged by a large number 
of European specialists who saw USA as a land 
of opportunity where it was possible to rise from 
poverty to riches. For a businessman, social mobility 
was much easier in the new country across the 
Atlantic Ocean. Just like Britain, industrialization in 
USA also started in textile sector and was primarily 
backed by private investment. Further impetus 
to industrialization in USA was provided by a 
number of technological breakthroughs, scienti� c 

discoveries, standardization in manufacturing, and 
the system of mass production. By the end of 19th

century USA transitioned from a largely cotton-
exporting country to exports of machinery and 
consumer products. As a result of industrialization, 
by 1890s, USA had surpassed Britain as the largest 
and the most productive economy in the world led 
by its manufacturing and industrial sector. 

In Asia, Japan was the � rst country to become 
industrialized in the late 19th century.  e 
industrial revolution was triggered by the national 
humiliation at the hand of American Commodore 
Mathew Perry, who forced the Japanese to open 
trade with America in the 1850s.  en in the Meiji 
era, which started in 1868, the need for a powerful 
military to protect Japan was felt.  e need for 
protection of Japan arose because of subjugation 
of China by the Western powers during that point 
of time. So for building a formidable military, a 
strong economic foundation was needed and thus 
the industrial revolution was put in place in Japan. 
Further, the industrial revolution in Japan was also 
born out of the desire to catch up with the West.

 e industrial revolution in Japan was quite 
diff erent from the industrial revolution that 
took place in the West because unlike western 
countries, Japanese government itself became the 
entrepreneur and founded factories and mines. 
For example, in 1873, the government formed the 
Bureau of Mines that handled the Japanese mining 
industry and government-owned mines. It was due 
to these facts that the industrial revolution took less 
time in Japan than it took in Europe. Later, these 
public enterprises were o en sold to capitalists 
and private investment also came from Zaibatsu 
(a few wealthy banking and industrial families that 
helped in Japanese industrialization). Further, to 
ensure adequate money supply in the economy, the 
Ministry of Finance created the Bank of Japan in 
1882 and laid down the foundations for a private 
banking system to provide capital and facilitate the 
development of industries. Other unique aspect 
of industrial revolution in Japan was that the 
production in Japan was marked by a lack of quality 
consciousness because Japan focused on producing 
cheap and aff ordable products. Moreover, the focus 
was not on innovation rather western technology 
was imported and internalized with the help of 
foreign advisors.  e problem of labor was resolved 
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in the Meiji era by abolishment of feudalism and 
thus the landless labors moved to cities in search 
of employment.  e growth of industrial revolution 
was constrained by the lack of mineral resources 
in Japan and therefore, the hunger of Japan for 
resources led to Japanese imperialism. So, Japan � rst 
became industrialized and then set out to become 
an Imperialistic power. Initially the cotton and 
silk yarn drove the Japanese industrial revolution, 
but later, Japan became a major exporter of steel 
machinery, metal goods, and chemicals in place 
of traditional export of silk, toys, and porcelain. 
Industrial Revolution led to an unprecedented 
speed of transformation of economic and social 
structure and within a few decades Japan was 
challenging the established Western powers not 
only economically and but also politically. 

Q. “Latecomer” Industrial revolution in 
Japan involved certain factors that were 
markedly diff erent from what west had 
experienced.                           (UPSC 2013)

3.5. THE SOCIAL, CULTURAL, 
AND ECONOMIC IMPACT 
OF THE INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION

 e countries which witnessed the Industrial 
revolution experienced a drastic shi  in economy, 
as the share of the agriculture sector in GDP 
declined rapidly.  e industrial sector came to 
dominate the economy. Industrial Revolution led 
to a sustained and signi� cant jump in per capita 
income in Britain but its impact on the people was 
not uniform.  ere was increased migration from 
the villages to the cities in search of employment. 
 e urban areas now became the centers of 
production and were no more limited to being the 
center for trade and administration. A downside of 
this process was the crowding in cities, which led to 
problems of housing and sanitation.  e urban area 
was now divided into two contrasting areas: the 
polluted industrial centers where the labor class 
worked and lived in cramped dwelling and, then 
the surrounding sub-urbs where the rich settled to 
live in spacious houses and breathe clean air. 

 e human cost of industrialization was huge. 
 e mass migration to cities was not adequately 

matched with provisions for housing, clean water 
and sanitation. Further, the Municipal authorities 
o en ignored the concerns of these sections. 
Epidemics became common and consequently 
the average life expectancy reduced signi� cantly. 
Periods of industrial slowdowns quite o en lead 
to a signi� cant rise in unemployment � gures. 
Further, child labor and participation of women in 
the labor force increased, as they were available at 
cheaper wages and could be easily forced to work 
in harsh and unsafe conditions. Child labor was 
considered as an important training for factory 
work.  e working hours were as high as 15 to 18 
hours per day. Further, migration caused social 
stress in form of dissolution of social bonds.  ere 
was increase in incidents of crimes and exploitation 
as the moral restraint of the village life paled off  
in face of extreme poverty in the dark alleys of 
smoke guzzling industrial towns. .  ere was rise in 
number of orphans, a theme notable in the literary 
works of contemporary authors, such as Charles 
Dickens.  e industrialists saw the workers as 
cogs in the machine and as just another factor of 
production.  eir aim was to maximize pro� ts and 
thus the wages of workers were paltry which was 
not helped by the fact that there was an abundance 
of workers in urban areas. Workplace safety was not 
a concern for the factory owners.  e government 
also favored the capitalist, and little was done for the 
social security of the workers who were politically 
disempowered.

 e onset of the industrial revolution also led 
to the emergence of a new class: the middle class 
that emerged in industrial cities, mostly toward the 
end of the 19th century. Until then, there had been 

Figure 3.2: Child Labor During Industrial Revolution
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only two major classes in society: aristocrats who 
lived a life of luxury based on hereditary privileges, 
and low-income commoners born in the working 
classes again based on heredity. However, new 
urban industries gradually created a new class 
comprising of business people, shopkeepers, bank 
clerks, insurance agents, merchants, accountants, 
managers, doctors, lawyers, and teachers. In 
this new middle class, families was a sanctuary 
away from the stressful industrial life.  e home 
remained separate from work and took on the role of 
emotional support. Most middle-class adult women 
were discouraged from working outside the home. 
 ey could aff ord to send their children to school. 
As children became more of an economic burden, 
and better health care decreased infant mortality, 
middle-class women gave birth to fewer children. 
 is corresponds with fourth stage of demographic 
transition model which is characterized by a low 
birth rate and a low death rate of population, 
leading to a stationary population

 e rise in industrial production was 
accompanied by an increase in environmental 
pollution.  is caused many health problems for 

the workers.  e industrial lobby for long ensured 
that the Parliamentarians did nothing for the welfare 
of the workers, which led to the resentment among 
the laboring classes. Many worker movements like 
of Luddites and Chartists developed as a direct 
result of the exploitative eff ect that the Industrial 
Revolution had on the poor in England.

 ese downsides of the capitalism as visible 
in post-Industrialization era which hastened the 
arrival of Socialism.  e German philosopher 
Karl Marx developed his ideas on socialism by 
observing the miserable conditions of workers in 
England.  ere was an increase in trade unionism
and increased solidarity among the working class. 
 e growing resentment among the workers and 
their consequent movements made the government 
conscious that Laissez Faire which was promoted by
Adam Smith was no longer a sustainable economic 
policy and the State has a responsibility to protect 
the vulnerable sections. Further, the Trade Unions 
were legalized in 1824 and a series of Factory Acts
were passed, like in 1802 and 1819, which brought 
in age and working hours restrictions and regulated 
the employment conditions, especially of women 

An extract from Charles Dicken’s Oliwer Twist
Boys have generally excellent appetites. Oliver Twist and his companions suff ered the tortures of slow 

starvation for three months. At last, they got so voracious and wild with hunger, that one boy who was 
tall for his age, hinted darkly to his companions that unless he had another basin of gruel, he was afraid 
he might some night happen to eat the boy sleeping next to him, who happened to be a weakly youth 
of tender age. He had a wild, hungry eye and they implicitly believed him. A council was held; lots were 
cast for who should walk up to the master a er supper that evening and ask for more; and it fell to Oliver 
Twist.

 e evening arrived; the boys took their places.  e master, in his cook’s uniform, stationed himself 
at the copper; his pauper assistants ranged themselves beside him; the gruel was served out; and a long 
grace was said over short commons.  e gruel disappeared; the boys whispered to each other and winked 
at Oliver; while his next neighbours nudged him. Child as he was, he was desperate with hunger, and 
reckless with misery. He rose from the table; and advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said, 
somewhat alarmed at his own temerity,

“Please, sir, I want some more.”
 e master was a fat, healthy man; but he turned very pale. He gazed with stupe� ed astonishment on 

the small rebel for some seconds; and then clung for support to the copper.  e assistants were paralyzed 
with wonder, the boys with fear.

“What!” said the master at length, in a faint voice.
“Please, sir,” replied Oliver, “I want some more.”
 e master aimed a blow at Oliver’s head with the ladle, pinioned him in his arms, and shrieked aloud 

for the beadle.
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and children. Although the Chartist movement 
was suppressed, industrial revolution increased 
the penetration of democracy in England through 
expansion of rights movements. Over time, many 
industrialized nations adopted the Universal Adult 
Franchise, which meant that the government was 
obligated to protect the rights of workers.

 e industrial revolution also resulted in 
increased contact between the industrialized and 
non-industrialized worlds. But this contact was not 
based on equality. In the second half of the 19th 
century, as continental Europe witnessed industrial 
revolution, there was also a race for colonies 
among European nations which resulted in paper 
partition of Africa.  us, Industrial Revolution 
played an important role in the emergence of New 
Imperialism

Industrial revolution provided both the motive 
and means for colonialism and imperialism. First 
and foremost, colonies could provide raw material 
for the factories and also act as new markets for the 
excess production. Secondly, Industrial Revolution 
and new technologies led to increased production 
of new arms and weapons at a much faster rate. 
 is gave Europeans a signi� cant advantages and 
military superiority in battles with natives in 
foreign lands. New machines like stream engines 

made transportation much faster and enabled 
industrialized nations to enter new lands.  e 
ability to pour arms, army and merchants at will, 
enabled Europeans to � ght battles at a place beyond 
their territory.  is was instrumental in winning 
wars, creating new colonies, importing raw material 
and selling � nished goods.

Further, the wealth generated by the Industrial 
Revolution could be invested in new machinery, 
arms, and further extending colonization creating 
a vicious cycle of colonization.  is wealth 
led to setting up Joint Stock companies, further 
innovation, setting up bigger industries and 
factories. Lastly, Industrial revolution played an 
important role in rising nationalism in Europe in 
later part of the 19th century. Early Nationalism 
was based on chauvinism and superiority of one’s 
nation over other nations.  e pride and might
of each nation were associated with acquisition 
of more and more colonies. (For more detail on 
colonialism and imperialism refer Chapter 2) 

Q. Why did the industrial revolution � rst 
occur in England? Discuss the quality 
of life of the people there during the 
industrialization. How does it compare 
with that in India at present times? 

(UPSC 2015)
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American Revolution
CHAPTER

4

4.1. INTRODUCTION
American Revolution was a revolt started by 

thirteen English colonies in North America against 
British imperialism.  e revolution unfolded as a 
series of wars that took place between 1775 and 
1783 between the settled colonialists and the British 
colonial authorities. It resulted in the overthrow 
of British rule over the thirteen colonies and the 

establishment of the United States of America as a 
sovereign nation.

4.2. BACKGROUND OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

With the onset of the Age of Exploration in 
the 15th century, the Europeans set out on voyages 
across the vast oceans to explore the world and 
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Seven Year War (1756-1763)
 e Seven Year War was a global war fought from 1756 to 1763 between France and Britain. 

However, other European powers like Spain, Prussia (a powerful German state), and Austria were also 
engaged in the war. It was fought on diff erent battlegrounds across the globe including North America, 
the Caribbean, India, the West Coast of Africa, and Europe. In Europe, the con� ict arose from issues le  
unresolved by the War of the Austrian Succession (1740–1748), which later spiraled into a quest for 
supremacy over colonies between Britain and France.

In North America, the British had 13 colonies on the East Coast along the Atlantic Ocean.  ey 
wanted to expand westwards, in search of more raw materials and for a larger export market in North 
America. But the western region was under French domination and the French were anxious to hold 
on to Western North America to prevent British supremacy in the world political and economic aff airs. 
 is led to the beginning of the con� ict between the two powers.

Finally, the Seven-year war was ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1763. Under the treaty, (i) Britain 
got Canada from France and Florida from Spain. (ii) France was allowed to retain its Caribbean sugar 
islands. (iii) Spain’s control over Cuba and the Philippines was recognized. So, the major consequence of 
the Seven-year war was the consolidation of British power at the cost of a reduction in French power in 
North America.  e Seven-year war also sowed the seeds for the American Revolution (1765-83) and
the French Revolution (1789 onwards).
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to exploit its wealth and knowledge. In 1492, the 
famous explorer Christopher Columbus discovered 
America in his search for a new route to India.  e 
discovery of a new continent started a race among 
the European powers to establish their colonies 
in the region. By the end of 16th Century, France, 
Holland, Spain, and England had established their 
settlements in North America. By 1700s, the British 
had established 13 English colonies in North 
America along the Atlantic Coast. In subsequent 
period, the Europeans started to arrive in North 
America for a number of reasons like better trade 
opportunities, political stability, freedom, or to
escape the religious persecution in Europe.  e race 
to establish colonies in America was marked by 
tension and con� ict between the European powers, 
which o en spiraled into full-� edged wars to assert 
dominance. In the 18th century, the British drove 
France out of the eastern coast and Canada a er the 
end of Seven Years’ War (1756-63) and emerged as 
the biggest power in the region.

4.3. FACTORS LEADING TO THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

 e American enlightenment was a pivotal 
precursor of the American revolution.   e period 
of the 16-17th century is synonymous with ‘the 
age of reason’. During this period, many modern 
thinkers denounced traditional ideas like the 
divine rights of kings or the God-centric view of 
the world.  ese thinkers made humans the subject 
of enquiry and in this process brought about the 
dawn of human-centric world. Major writings 
of the European enlightenment including those 
of  omas Hobbes, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and 
Montesquieu inspired American philosophers. 
 ey believed that they had fundamental natural 
rights that no government can infringe.  e ideas 
of modern American thinkers like  omas Paine, 
and John Locke were instrumental in the American 
Enlightenment.  ey propagated concepts such 
as the natural law, natural rights, consent of 
the governed, individualism, property rights, 
self-ownership, self-determination, liberalism, 
republicanism, etc.  omas Paine’s pamphlet
‘Common Sense’ ignited the minds of people to 
raise their voice against the British government 
and to � ght for independence. John Locke is o en 

referred to as the philosopher of the American 
Revolution because of his ideas on liberalism and 
natural rights of man that in� uenced the political 
thinking behind the revolution. Collectively, the 
acceptance of new concepts by a growing number 
of American colonists began to foster an intellectual 
environment in which a new sense of political and 
social identity had started to bloom. So, when 
Patrick Henry raised the slogan “give me liberty 
or give me death”, entire America was ignited. 

 e American population comprised of diverse 
people who migrated from Europe under 
compulsions, religious persecution and in search 
of opportunities. Over generations they developed 
a distinct identity and resented the restriction of 
their freedoms by British.  e British followed 
a mercantilist policy which was aimed at the 
development of the mother country’s (Britain) 
economy at the expense of the colonies (North 
America). Under this policy, a positive balance 
of trade with colonies was maintained (positive 
balance of trade is when a country is a net exporter 
of goods) by promoting the sale of British goods 
in colonies and restricting the sale of goods from 
colonies in British as well as overseas markets, 
to direct the � ow of wealth towards London. For 
this purpose, the British government passed the 
Navigation Act, which forbade colonies from 
using foreign ships in their trade. Such laws not 
only helped � ll the coff ers of the British exchequer 
but also prevented the development of the shipping 
industry in American colonies.  e British imposed 
heavy duties on the colonies’ import of goods 
from other places, making the British colonies in 
America more and more dependent on the British 
economy. Further, certain products, such as sugar, 
tobacco, and cotton, could be exported only to 
England. Such restrictions not only gave the British 
industries access to a cheaper and stable supply of 
raw materials but also restricted the Americans’ 
trade with the global market. Moreover, the colonies 
were banned from starting certain industries, such 
as ironworks and textiles.  ey were forced to 
import these goods from England.  us, the British 
took concerted steps to keep the American colonies 
completely dependent on Britain.

 e British brought out several laws that 
restricted the American colonies’ economy.  is 
included legislation like the Proclamation of 1763 
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which was signed by British King George III.  e 
proclamation prohibited colonial settlers from 
expanding west of the Appalachian Mountains in 
a bid to pacify Native Americans who had earlier 
rebelled against British expansion into their tribal 
land (Pontiac Rebellion).  e British ruler also 
had an ulterior motive behind the proclamation 
which was because of the pressure from the English 
aristocrats.  ese aristocrats had bought lands 
in American colonies and were receiving rents 
from the colonists. If the settlers had moved west, 
then these aristocrats would have lost their rent. 
 e proclamation of 1763 was resented by settler 
colonists who had fought alongside the British 
against the French in a bid to expand westward. 

 e seven-year war also created an economic 
burden on the British exchequer and there was 
a common consensus among the British to 
compensate the war expenses by raising taxes on the 
colonies. In order to raise tax, the British government 
brought the Sugar Tax in 1764, which was aimed 
to raise tax on molasses imported by the colonies. 
It was followed by the Stamp Act, 1765 which 
imposed stamp taxes on all business transactions in 
America.  en, the British government passed the 
Quartering Act, 1765 which required the colonies 
to provide food, housing, and other provisions to 
British soldiers serving in America. It was followed 
by Declaratory Act, 1766 which was passed 
to assert that the British parliament was fully 
empowered to impose taxes on America. Later, the 
British government brought the Townshend Acts 
(1767) which Imposed duties on colonial imports 
of Tea, Glass, lead, paint, and paper. All these acts 
outraged the local settlers in the colonies who 
already felt cheated by the Proclamation of 1763. 
 e settlers organized a boycott of British goods 
and protested against these laws which also resulted 
in sporadic violence.  e settlers also raised the 
slogan “No Taxation without Representation” to 
protest against these laws. 

 e Britishers later followed a repressive policy 
to assert their control over the colonies and to 
curb the protest organized by the settlers, which 
further aggravated the resentment among the 
settlers against the British metropole.  e British 
parliament in London passed four coercive acts in 
1774 (known as Intolerable Acts by colonists): (i) 
Boston Port Act which was passed in response to 

Boston Tea Party; it closed the port of Boston. (ii) 
Massachusetts Government Act which required 
all council members, judges, and sheriff s in this city 
to be appointed by the governor instead of being 
elected. (iii) Administration of justice act, which 
allowed the governor to transfer the trials of British 
soldiers and offi  cials to Britain. (iv) New quartering 
act which required local offi  cials to provide lodging 
for British soldiers in private homes if necessary.  
Frustrated by the reactionary and repressive 
policies of British, American Revolution started as 
an economic revolt against mercantilism.

4.4. MAJOR EVENTS DURING 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

 e leaders of 13 colonies met in Massachusetts 
in 1765, a er the British government passed the 
Stamp Act of 1765, and adopted the slogan of “No 
taxation without representation”.  ey declared 
that the British government had no right to levy 
taxes on them.  ey also threatened to stop the 
import of British goods, which forced the British 
parliament to repeal the Stamp Act.  e Britishers 
then imposed a tax on consumer goods coming into 
the colonies.  e colonies protested and cut down 
the British imports by more than half. As a result, 
the British government came under pressure from 
traders, whose exports were reduced because of the 
boycott. Later the British government withdrew 
all taxes levied on colonies, except the tax on tea, 
which was retained to assert the British right to levy 
taxes on colonies.

However, the singular tax on tea turned out to be 
the eye of the storm.  e colonies protested against 
the retention of the tea tax and refused to unload 
the tea coming on English ships. In 1773, when the 
Governor of Boston ordered a ship to be unloaded 
at the port of Boston, a group of colonists protested 
and dumped the crates of tea in the sea.  is event 
in history is popularly known as the Boston Tea 
Party. Reacting to this, the English government 
passed the Intolerable Acts and closed the port of 
Boston until the city paid for the tea it destroyed. 
 is further angered the colonies.

 e representatives of 13 colonies met as a group 
in response to the Intolerable Acts, at Philadelphia 
in 1774.  e meet is called the First Continental 
Congress, 1774.  e Congress appealed to the 
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English King to remove restrictions on industry 
and trade, and not to impose any tax without their 
consent. However, the King considered the appeal 
as mutiny and sent troops to suppress them.  e 
colonies then decided to � ght against the troops 
sent by the English King to suppress the � rst 
continental congress.  e settlers raised a militia 
to � ght the royal troops. As a result, the � rst battle 
of the American Revolution was fought in April 
1775 at Lexington, Massachusetts. It marked the 
outbreak of armed con� ict between Britain and the 
13 colonies.

 e representatives from all colonies, except 
Georgia, met again at Philadelphia, and meeting 
is famously known as the Second Continental 
Congress.  e congress decided to formally 
break away from Britain and appointed a 
committee to dra  a formal declaration of 
American independence.  ey � nally adopted the 
Declaration of Independence on 4th July 1776, 
whose main features were: (i)  e Declaration 
asserted that all men are created equal. (ii) All 

men are endowed with certain inalienable rights, 
which include rights to life, liberty, and pursuit 
of happiness. (iii) People are the source of all 
authority and they have a right to form their own 
government. (iv)  e Declaration proclaimed that 
the American colonies had been oppressed by the 
Britishers and these united colonies are free and 
independent states. So, until the declaration of 
Independence of 4th July, the colonists had been 
� ghting for their rights as Englishmen. A er the 
Declaration in 1776, they fought for their right to 
be an independent nation.

 e American War of Independence which 
began with the Battle of Lexington (1775), was 
considered to be won by the American in 1781 
when English commander Cornwallis surrendered 
before George Washington, the commander of 
American forces.  e war ended in 1783 with the 
signing of the Treaty of Paris between Great Britain 
and the United States of America. Under the treaty 
of Paris, England recognized the independence of 
13 North American colonies. Also, the boundary 

American Constitution and the Five Compromises
 e US Constitution has been called a “bundle of compromises” because when it was framed by the 

representative delegates had to concede ground on numerous key points to arrive at Constitution which 
would be acceptable to each of the 13 states. Five key compromises were crucial in helping the constitution 
of USA become a reality.  e great compromise refers to the resolution of diff erent proposals regarding 
representation of states in the Congress. Virginia Plan had proposed that representation be based on 
population of a state, while New Jersey Plan called for equal representation for each state. Eventually, 
two chambers were created in the Congress: a Senate based on equal representation for each state, and 
the House of Representatives based on population.  e three-�  h compromise resolved – for the time 
being – the issue of representation of slaves.  e northern states feared voting rights for slaves might give 
political advantage to southern states which had large slave population, while southern states wanted the 
slaves to be counted in population to decide the representation in the House of the people. It was decided 
that in voting slaves would be counted as three-�  h, that is, every � ve enslaved people would be counted 
as three individuals in terms of representation and voting power would rest with the owner of the slave. 

 e interests on import and trade policies between northern and southern states were in a clash. 
Northern states vied for import tariff s to promote sale of its industrial goods in the non-industrial 
south and export tariff s on raw goods to increase revenues for exchequer.  is was not agreeable for the 
agricultural economy of southern states.  e commerce compromise mandated that only imports were 
to be subject to tariff s, and that any commerce-related legislation would need two-third majority in the 
Senate, thus giving states greater control over trade policy.  e electoral college compromise merged the 
demands for direct election of President with indirect election through senate. It was decided that people 
would vote to elect an electoral college, with each elector tied to a Presidential candidate.  e slave-
trade compromise deferred the ban on slave trade demanded by north till 1808, while also agreeing to 
southern states demand for the fugitive slave law which required deporting any � eeing slaves in north to 
their owners in south.  e slave trade was eventually banned in 1808, while the larger question of slavery 
would trigger the American civil war, 74 years a er the constitutional convention.
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of America was demarcated along the river Ohio. 
 e other parties that fought along with American 
revolutionaries, France and Spain, also got back 
their colonies, which were annexed by the British. 
 rough a separate treaty, Spain got Florida back 
from Britain and France obtained from England 
some of its colonies around the world.

A er the 13 North American colonies got 
independence, a constitutional convention was 
called in 1787 in Philadelphia to frame a new 
constitution for the United States. It came into 
eff ect in 1789 and established a republican form 
of government.  e constitution marked the 
emergence of the United States of America as a 
nation. It later included a Bill of Rights (added by 
the � rst ten amendments) which guaranteed many 
rights to the American people, including freedom 
of speech, press, and religion. It was the � rst 
written constitution of the world.

4.5. REASONS FOR THE BRITISH 
DEFEAT

 e American revolutionary had support from 
France, since 1778, in the form of arms, troops, and 
funds. France supported American revolutionaries 
to avenge its defeat in the Seven Years war.  e 
despotism of the British king George III was also 
instrumental in creating turmoil in the colonies. 
 e English king George III wanted absolute control 
over colonies. With his increasing despotism, some 
loyalists in colonies turned against him.

 e Britishers also suff ered from military 
and geographical disadvantages.  e major 
disadvantage was the long distance between 
Britain and America due to which the British 
government faced diffi  culties in sending troops and 
reinforcements. Also, the lack of communication
aff ected coordination between British Generals 
and the army. As a result, they could not send 
reinforcements to each other on time. Another 
chink in British armor was the lack of skill in 
British forces and ineff ective leadership.  e British 
generals were overcon� dent and thus committed 
several mistakes whereas American forces fought 
under the able leadership of George Washington 
who played a pivotal role in the victory of American 
revolutionaries.  e British forces were also � ghting 
multiple wars in various parts of the world, namely, 
the con� icts with France, Spain and Holland, which 

weakened the British position. Additionally, British 
forces lacked the skill of dealing with guerrilla 
warfare. Moreover, the colonist settlers had a 
stronger motivation to win than the British forces, 
as the Britishers fought for maintaining territorial 
control but the American colonist fought for 
independence.  ere was opposition within the 
British Parliament against the war with colonies 
which aff ected British position against its other 
adversaries. Even the British traders were not in 
favor of � ghting with America.

Role of American Leaders and Intellectuals:
1. George Washington (father of USA) was 

an able leader of the American forces
under whom the War of Independence 
was fought.

2. Benjamin Franklin was diplomat and 
inventor who played a crucial role in 
convincing the French to form an alliance 
with the US in 1778.

3. Samuel Adam and his sons of liberty 
led the Boston tea party which was an 
important event and trigger to American 
revolution.

4. People like Jeff erson and  omas Paine
provided further leadership and motivated 
the masses through their spirited writings 
and speeches.

4.6. SIGNIFICANCE OF 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

 e American revolution had several economic 
consequences. It helped in the growth of the 
American economy as restrictions that were 
imposed by Britishers on colonies were removed. 
American colonies were now open to the world 
for trade. American Industries bene� tted greatly 
as they got rid of the mercantilist restriction 
imposed by England and the demands for local 
goods boosted as imports from England reduced. 
Also, the obstacles that came in the way of the 
capitalist economy were removed and its growth 
was encouraged. American agriculture was greatly 
in� uenced by the revolution as it witnessed a boost 
in production.  e big landlords’ estates were 
fragmented into smaller pieces and handed over to 
the people of lower and middle classes.
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 e revolution also had a great political impact. 
It established a republican form of government, at 
a time when other states in the world were ruled 
by monarchies. It gave to the world, the ideas of 
equality of all men and inalienable rights, which 
were revolutionary at that time. It inspired many 
revolutions in Europe and elsewhere, including 
the French Revolution.  e French soldiers, who 
participated in the revolution, took back the ideas 
of the American revolution and disseminated them 
in the French society.  e key ideas of the French 
revolution, i.e., liberty, equality, and fraternity 
are at least partially inferred from the American 
struggle.  e revolution in America encouraged 
Spanish and Portuguese colonies in Central and 
South America to revolt and gain independence. 
Democracy was promoted and for the � rst time, 
people were given the right to vote.  e American 
constitution gave a free rein to the philosophy 
of individualism by its system of written rights, 
such as the right to property, speech etc. It was 
the � rst written constitution in the world. It gave 
a great blow to the system of absolute monarchies 
and aristocratic supremacy which was prevalent 
throughout the world. Future democracies would 
look upon the American constitution as a guiding 
principle. 

 e revolution was marked a great impact 
on society. It gave a new turn to life in America. 

It rejuvenated her social, religious, and cultural 
organizations.  ousands of enslaved African 
Americans gained their freedom during the 
revolution. At the same time, a number of people, 
such as women, Native Americans, and a vast 
majority of slaves, did not gain much out of the 
revolution.  e case of Black slaves was particularly 
important as it led to the American civil war, a 
struggle for the abolishment of slavery, based on 
the ideas of the American Revolution. In winning 
freedom, the Americans also began to feel that 
their � ght for liberty from authoritarian yoke was 
a global � ght, a trait that characterizes the foreign 
and domestic policy in USA till date. 

4.7. AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 1861
1865

 e American Civil War is the next important 
event in America’s history a er the American 
revolution. While the American revolution 
created the United States of America, the Civil 
War determined what kind of nation it would be. 
 e war revolved around the two fundamental 
questions which were le  unresolved by the 
American revolution: � rst, whether the United 
States of America was a dissolvable confederation 
of sovereign states or an indivisible nation with 
a sovereign national government and second, 
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whether the nation, born of a declaration that all 
men were created with an equal right to liberty, 
would continue to have slavery system.

 e civil war was fought in the United States of 
America between its northern states and southern 
states during 1861-65.  e war was largely a result of 
the long-standing controversy over the enslavement 
of black people.  e number of states had by now 
expanded from the original 13 states to 34. But the 
nature of applicable laws, particularly the legality 
of slavery became an issue of contention.  e 
northern states were loyal to the union whereas the 
eleven slave states of the south had seceded from 
the union and formed a separate confederacy.  e 
war ended in 1865 with the defeat of the southern 
states who were absorbed back in the Union.

 e American enlightenment had raised the 
consciousness of people in America. But the 
continuation of system slavery was against the 
enlightened principles as well as the values given in 
the American constitution.  e states of America 
were divided on the question of slavery.  e 
Northern state-supported abolition of slavery and 
were called abolitionists while the southern states 
supported slavery. However, the system of slavery 
had strong economic underpinning as well.  e 
northern abolitionist states were industrialized, and 
their economy was based on manufacturing, which 
was mechanized and depended on free labor  eir 
agricultural sector was diversi� ed. Hence, they 
did not require slavery for their economic growth, 
but abolition was going to economically bene� t 
through greater supply of free labor. Whereas, 
the economy of Southern states was primarily 
agricultural, dependent on the cultivation of cash 
crops: most importantly cotton and tobacco. 

Further, the southern slave-holding states had 
perceived little need for mechanization because 
of the low-cost manual labor.  eir agricultural 
economy depended on using slaves as a labor force. 

 e disagreement over slavery also unfolded 
at the political level.  e disagreement occurred 
over the authority of the Federal government 
(Congress) to abolish slavery in newly created 
states like Missouri etc.  e Northerners argued 
that Congress had the power to prohibit slavery in a 
new state while the southerners held that new states 
had the same freedom of action as the original 
thirteen states and were thus free to choose slavery 
if they wished.

 ere was also disagreement with respect to 
whether the United States of America (USA) 
should follow a protectionist policy or a free trade 
policy.  e Northern states wanted the imposition 
of higher import duties on goods coming from 
European countries.  is was necessary to protect 
their manufacturing industries from competition 
and obtain cheap raw materials like cotton etc. 
from the southern state. Since Southern states 
lacked manufacturing capacities, they wanted low 
import duties so that they can export their raw 
material to countries like France, England. In the 
pursuance of the low tariff  policy, the Democrats 
in Congress, controlled by Southerners, wrote the 
tariff  laws in the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s, and kept 
reducing rates so that the 1857 rates were the lowest 
since 1816. 

However, the � nal push came when the 
Republicans led by Abraham Lincoln came to 
power in the USA in 1860. Southern states believed 
that Lincoln was an abolitionist, and his election as 
President would prevent them from promoting pro-

Missouri Compromise of 1820
 e Missouri Compromise was signed in Congress to defuse the rivalries triggered by the request 

of Missouri in 1819 for admission as a slave state. Missouri was admitted as a slave state and Maine 
(formerly part of Massachusetts) as free.  e Missouri Compromise was criticized by southerners 
because it established the principle that Congress could make laws regarding slavery. Northerners, on 
the other hand, condemned it for agreeing to the expansion of slavery.
Dred Scott case of 1857

In 1857, the Supreme Court of USA in the Dred Scott case declared the Missouri Compromise 
unconstitutional.  e court held that no black, free or slave, could claim U.S. citizenship, and therefore 
blacks were unable to petition the court for their freedom.  e Dred Scott decision angered abolitionists 
and heightened North-South tensions.
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slavery acts and policies. Before his inauguration as 
the President, seven southern states seceded from 
the union.  e incoming Lincoln administration 
and most of the Northern people refused to 
recognize the legitimacy of secession.  ey feared 
that it would discredit democracy and create a fatal 
precedent that would eventually fragment the no-
longer United States into several small, squabbling 
countries.

4.8. MAJOR EVENTS DURING 
THE CIVIL WAR

In 1860, seven Southern states seceded from 
the Union and formed the Confederacy ( e 
Confederate States of America), under the 
Presidency of Jeff erson Davis. Lincoln refused to 
recognize the legitimacy of secession and said that 
union is intact and is indissoluble.  e Civil War 
began when Confederate forces � red at Fort Sumter 
in Charleston Bay on April 12, 1861, and claimed 
this United States fort as their own against the 
claim of it being a federal property. Lincoln called 
out the militia to suppress this “insurrection” and 
declared war on confederate states.  e southern 
confederates won at Fort Sumter and soon, four 
more slave states seceded; Virginia, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, and North Carolina and joined the 
Confederates.

Abraham Lincoln called upon General Ulysses 
S. Grant to lead the Union forces.  e Northern 
forces, led by General Ulysses Grant had 3 main 
objectives in the war: � rst, to capture the capital 
of the confederation i.e., Richmond. Second, 
establish control over the Mississippi region.  ird, 
prevent southern forces from receiving arms and 
ammunition from abroad by imposing naval 
blockades.

Later in January 1863, Lincoln issued
Emancipation Proclamation which freed 
all slaves in the rebellious Confederate states. 
 e Emancipation Proclamation deprived the 
Confederacy of the bulk of its labor forces 
(population of Southern States in 1860 was around 
9 million out of which 4 million were slaves) and put 
international public opinion strongly on the Union 
side. Lincoln made the emancipation proclamation 
to keep Europe out of the civil war. Europe was the 
biggest trade partner of the southern states, buying 

cotton and tobacco and the European nations, 
especially Britain and France believed the south had 
a right to separate from the US. However, Europe 
was against slavery during that point in history and 
thus Emancipation Proclamation made Civil War a 
moral war.

A er the proclamation, the Union army had 
got an upper hand over the Confederate army 
and the turning point of the war was the Battle 
of Gettysburg in July 1863. It is considered the 
most important engagement of the American Civil 
War. Union Army led by George Meade defeated 
the Confederate Army under Robert Lee. By July 
1863, Ulysses Grant’s victories brought the entire 
Mississippi valley under the Union’s control.  e 
civil war ended with the surrender of confederate 
forces in 1865.  e surrender of the Confederacy 
commenced with the surrender of the Army of 
Northern Virginia in April 1865 by General Robert 
Lee and concluded with the surrender of the 
Shenandoah on November 6, 1865.

4.9. REASONS FOR THE VICTORY 
OF NORTHERN STATES

 e Northern state from the beginning invested 
heavily in creating a manufacturing base, which 
helped them to supply arms and ammunition for 
their armies. However, the southern state had little 
manufacturing thus they were forced to import 
arms from other countries. Also, the Northern 
states had also invested in building means of 
communication and transport infrastructure 
like railways and roadways that helped the Union 
to transport their armies and weapons quickly as 
compared to the southern states. 

Figure 4.4: American Civil War
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Further, the Union army led by President Lincoln 
adopted a better strategy during the course of the 
war.  ey were supported by great commanders 
like Ulysses Grant, whereas the southern state army 
did not have eff ective military leadership and 
committed several mistakes during the course of 
the war.  e Southern states had hoped to repeat 
the success of the American revolution again, where 
a small army with eff ective leadership defeated a 
bigger power like England. But the limitations cited 
above, along with lack of support from foreign 
powers like Britain and France in the war meant 
they would fail in their secessionist dreams. 

4.10. RECONSTRUCTION ERA 
186577

Slavery in the USA was abolished in 1865, 
which marked the beginning of a period called 
Reconstruction era (1865-1877). Reconstruction 
refers to post-civil war attempts made for 
abolition of slavery and ending the remnants of 
Confederate secession in the Southern states. In 
this period, it was proclaimed that the newly freed 
slaves (freedmen; black people) citizens would 
have the same civil rights as those of whites.  ese 
rights were nominally guaranteed by three new 
constitutional amendments: the 13th, 14th, and 
15th, collectively known as the Reconstruction 
Amendments.

Amendments to American Constitution 
Post-Civil War

 ree important amendments were made 
to the United States Constitution a er the 
civil war.  ese were the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
amendments to the American constitution 
and were called the ‘Reconstruction 
Amendments’.

13th Amendment: Abolished slavery in 
the United States.

14th Amendment: Provided citizenship 
rights and constitutional protections to 
former slaves.

15th Amendment: It guaranteed that a 
citizen’s right to vote would not be denied “on 
account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude”.

Soon a er the civil war, Abraham Lincoln was 
assassinated in 1865 and the responsibility of 
reconstruction came on the shoulders of his deputy, 
Andrew Johnson, the then Vice President. Johnson 
announced his plans for Reconstruction, which 
re� ected both his staunch Unionism and his � rm 
belief in rights of states, however, without much 
regard to the protection of rights of the former 
slaves. In Johnson’s view, the southern states had 
never given up their right to govern themselves, and 
the federal government had no right to determine 
voting requirements or other questions at the state 
level.

Under Johnson’s Presidential Reconstruction, all 
land that had been con� scated by the Union Army 
and distributed to the freed slaves by the army or 
the Freedmen’s Bureau (established by Congress 
in 1865 as a temporary organization charged with 
assisting refugees and freed slaves) reverted to 
its pre-war owners. Apart from being required to 
uphold the abolition of slavery (13th Amendment 
to the Constitution), swear loyalty to the Union, 
and pay off  war debt, southern state governments 
were largely given free hand to rebuild themselves. 
As a result of Johnson’s leniency, many southern 
states in 1865 and 1866 successfully enacted a series 
of legislation known as the black codes/ Jim Crow 
laws which were designed to restrict the activity and 
rights of freed slaves and ensure their availability 
as a labor force. Apart from discriminatory laws 
(black codes), there were organizations like the
Ku Klux Klan (KKK) which aimed at maintaining 
white supremacy by intimidating Black activists in 
the southern states.  e Blacks continued to face 
racial discrimination in the progressive Northern 
state of the USA as well.

Jim Crow laws were state and local laws 
that enforced racial segregation in all public 
facilities in the state of the former Confederate 
States of America and in some others.

In 1866, Congress passed the Freedmen’s Bureau 
and Civil Rights Bills and sent them to President 
Johnson for his signature.  e � rst bill extended 
the life of the Freedmen’s Bureau, and the second 
de� ned all persons born in the United States as 
national citizens who were to enjoy equality before 
the law. However, Johnson vetoed the bills causing 
a permanent discord in his relationship with 
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Congress that would culminate in his impeachment 
in 1868. 

However, a er the congressional election of 
1866, Republicans came to power and passed 
both the Reconstruction Act of 1867 again over 
Johnson’s veto, which outlined how governments 
based on universal (male) suff rage were to be 
organized.  e Civil Rights Act became the � rst 
major bill to become law over a presidential veto. 
 e law also required southern states to ratify the 
14th Amendment, which broadened the de� nition 
of citizenship, granting “equal protection” of the 
Constitution to former slaves, before they could 
re-join the Union. In 1869, Congress approved 
the 15th Amendment (adopted in 1870), which 
guaranteed that a citizen’s right to vote would not 
be denied “on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.” 

By the end of 1870, all of the former Confederate 
states had been admitted to the Union, and African-
American participation in southern public life a er 
1867 had become the most radical development 
of reconstruction, unlike that of any other society 
following the abolition of slavery. Blacks won 
elections to southern state governments and even 
to the U.S. Congress during this period. Among 
the other achievements of reconstruction period 
were the south’s � rst state-funded public school 
system, more equitable taxation legislation, laws 
against racial discrimination in public transport 
and accommodations, and ambitious economic 
development programs (including aid to railroads 
and other enterprises). But complete solution to 
the question of slavery and equal civil rights was 
far from over, marking the rise of civil rights 
movement in 20th century.

4.11.  AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT

At the end of reconstruction era, equality was 
off ered to black, but only on paper.  e fourteenth 
amendment to the US constitution granted equal 
citizenship to the freed Black slaves as of the Whites. 
But, Jim Crow laws/Black Codes institutionalized 
racial segregation.  e US Supreme Court in Plessy 
vs. Ferguson case 1896 upheld these laws and ruled 
that racial segregation laws did not violate the U.S. 

Constitution as long as the facilities for each race 
were equal in quality (a doctrine that came to be 
known as “separate but equal”).  is meant that 
Black people were subject to racial segregation and 
in practice, the facilities available to Blacks were 
much worse. For instance, seats were reserved for 
whites on bus and blacks were not allowed to seat 
on those seats.

Although, through the 15th constitutional 
amendment to the American constitution, it was 
held that neither race nor slavery can prohibit 
blacks from voting. But again, some states used 
poll taxes and diffi  cult literacy test to ensure 
that blacks remained disenfranchised. Further, 
with introduction of system, like convict lease, 
allowed for use of black prisoners to be forced to 
work without any pay. To � ght against this racial 
discrimination, the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was 
set up in 1909, with the objective to fund lawyers 
for black people. But, it had a very little impact on 
overall racial discrimination.

So, it was against this racial discrimination that 
the phase of Civil Rights Movement emerged in 
1950s and 1960s.  e movement was marked by 
a huge surge in activism.  e activist used a legal 
means along with non-violence and targeted civil 
disobedience campaign to force authorities to give 
up discriminatory practices.  e movement can be 
said to have begun with the landmark judgement of 
Supreme court in Brown vs. Board of Education 
case of 1954, in which the court held that that state 
laws establishing separate public schools for black 
and white students were unconstitutional. 

Subsequently, the gruesome lynching of 
Emmett Till in Mississippi mobilized the black 
masses to protest against the racial discrimination. 
A number of other successful demonstrations, 
such as Montgomery bus boycott (1955–1956) 
in Alabama, the Greensboro sit-ins (1960) in 
North Carolina, took forward the cause of racial 
equality.  ese protests were led by civil rights 
leaders, such as Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, 
Phillip Randolph, James Farmer, John Lewis and 
Roy Wilkins etc. Martin Luther King Jr emerged 
as the most in� uential � gure in the movement. 
He was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi's idea of 
Satyagraha (a non-violent struggle) and founded 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
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(SCLC) to � ght for civil rights by peaceful marches 
and demonstrations. 

 e movement forced the US government to 
pass a series of laws, starting with the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, which prohibited any discrimination 
based on race, color, sex, national origin, religion, 
and later sexual orientation and gender identity. 
It was followed by the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
that outlawed racial discrimination in voting and 

subsequently the Fair Housing Act of 1968, that 
prohibited discrimination in housing. Although, 
diff erent laws have ended discrimination at formal 
level, racial discrimination still exists at an informal 
level in the USA.

Q. American Revolution was an economic 
revolt against mercantilism. Substantiate.

(UPSC 2012)
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