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SECTION – A 
 
Q.1) a) Marxist Political economy approach to comparative politics. 
 
Answer: 
Political economy as an approach shows the interface of economics and politics, analyses the nature 
of the state & its economic policy, and also suggests the type of public policy which a country can 
adopt. Marxist school of political economy emerged as a reaction against the classical school 
represented by Adam Smith. 
 
Marx believed that political inquiry should be holistically and historically oriented & should aim to 
understand the social problems and issues. He believed that Smith’s policies will lead ‘wealth of few’ 
rather than the wealth of the entire nation. Laissez-faire model will lead to impoverishment of the 
majority [have nots] and ugly wealth for few [the bourgeoisie]. Marx advocated social ownership 
means of production and destruction of capitalism. As per him, economy [material forces] is the 
‘base’ while all other institutions[superstructure] are mere reflections of the base. The need is to alter 
the relations of productions i.e., the proletariat should own the means of production. 
 
Neo Marxists added new approach which can be used for the analysis of post-colonial societies. It 
sought inspiration from Gramscian concept of hegemony. As per this school, ‘theory is always for 
someone, and for some purpose’ [R. Cox]. Knowledge, in other words, cannot be objective and 
timeless in the sense that some contemporary realists, for example, would like to claim. It views the 
'exploitation' as an external one, rather than the normal 'internal' exploitation of classical Marxism. In 
industrial economics, the neo-Marxian approach stresses the monopolistic and oligarchical rather 
than the competitive nature of capitalism. 
 
Dependency School uses the instrumental approach which tries to understand economic 
underdevelopment that emphasizes the putative constraints imposed by the global political and 
economic order.  Samir Amin, A. G. Frank [Dependency theory] and Wallerstein [World Systems 
Theory] are the main contributors. They focused on Unequal exchange, uneven development and 
development of underdevelopment. For them, the best policy for the third world countries would be 
to attain self-sufficiency, autonomous national development and disintegration with international 
economy. 
 
Conclusion 

 Thus, Marxist school of political economy is very diverse in nature, having the capability to 
analyse and understand the world from diverse perspectives such as class struggle, capitalist 
mode of production, alienation, commodification, unequal development, core- periphery, etc. 

 Marxist tradition is very diverse and heterogeneous and comprises an integrative analysis of 
the economy, society and politics. The explicit aim to change the current state of economic 
and societal organization, with an emancipatory perspective to establish a more just society 
by overcoming capitalism. 

 There has been renewed interest in Marxist school as it is relevant for the analysis and 
explanation of the global financial crisis of 2007/2008; it has also been relevant to various 
other crisis movements that are linked to the economic system and seem to converge with it, 
e.g., the climate crisis. 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 58

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

b) Revisionism in Current world order 
 
Answer: 
Revisionism as a concept in International Relations points to the desire of a state to remake or to 
revise the dominant rules and norms of an international order, in contrast to those states that seek to 
maintain the status quo. Revisionist state is a term from power transition theory. 
 
As per Yoav J. Tenembaum, political scientists have traditionally divided countries into status quo and 
revisionist powers. The former tends to accept the existing international system as it is, while the 
latter reject the prevailing legitimacy of the international system and seek to alter it considerably or 
to overthrow it entirely. 
 
The term assumes a direct correlation between a state's hegemony, both political and economic, and 
its standing as either a status quo state or a revisionist state. Powerful and influential nations in 
international relations such as the US, United Kingdom, France and other nations like Japan that are 
better placed in the world order, are likely to fall under the category of status quoist states while 
China, North Korea, Turkey, Iran and other nations dissatisfied with their place in the international 
system are termed revisionist states. 
 
Scholars differentiate between old revisionism from the new one. The old revisionism was 
ideologically driven was seen during the bipolar confrontation [Cold War times], when individual 
episodes became rather predictable as both sides converged to their own respective dogmatic 
doctrine of how to subvert each other. 
 
The revisionism of current times can be called as ad hoc revisionism. It seeks to undermine the 
present-day International Order. In ad hoc revisionism however, ideological clarity is no longer 
available as there is little need for an overarching ideological framework because the revisionist ends 
can be met by simply exploiting the available vulnerabilities in an ad hoc manner. 
 
Russian Revisionism- One of the two superpowers up to end of Cold War, now reduced to one of the 
poles in the multipolar world order, Russia is flexing its muscles to get back its glorious past days. 
Russia Annexed Crimea, then it mediated in Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and other such international 
hotspots. Recently, Russia has invaded Ukraine which could have significant impact for the multipolar 
world order. 
 
Chinese Revisionism- As per Johnston [ ‘Is China a Status Quo Power], China’s rise questions the 
categories of ‘status quo’ and ‘revisionism’. China resents the existing status quo and sees it as 
unacceptable, even intolerable- especially because the existing order embodies historical humiliations 
or doesn’t recognize the historical greatness of the Chinese Civilization. China feels that it has not got 
the social recognition what it rightfully entitled as a result of its power, its values, and its culture. As 
per Lina Liu, China is playing multiple roles of rule taker, rule reformer, rule breaker and rule 
innovator. 
 
Conclusion 

 China’s rise and Russian resurgence has been seen as a challenge to the American-led 
institutional world order. 

 As per Stacie E. Goddard [Embedded Revisionism], future of the institutional order is not so 
grim. Over the last two decades, China has integrated into international institutions. As a 
result, while the state may seek minor revisions to the status quo, it will ultimately work to 
strengthen, not overturn, the liberal international order. 
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c) Nation-state and Nationalism in context of Globalization 
 
Answer: 
Nationalism has, arguably, been the most powerful force in world politics for over 200 years. It has 
contributed to the outbreak of wars and revolutions. It has been closely linked to the birth of new 
states, the disintegration of empires and the redrawing of borders; and it has been used to reshape 
existing regimes as well as to bolster them. 
 
Though the character of nation & nationalism and its implications for world politics are deeply 
contested, political Scholars present two contrary trends on the state of nation and nationalism with 
context of globalization- 

 Weakening trend- Retreat of Nation State & Nationalism 
 Resurgence of Nationalism 

 
Retreat of Nation State & Nationalism 

 Globalization is widely seen to have weakened nationalism as territorial nation states have 
been enmeshed in global political, economic and cultural networks, and significantly 
increased international migration has led to the development of transnational communities, 
giving a growing number of societies a multicultural character 

 Some experts argue that nationalism as a political force is in retreat – that nationalism is 
finding it hard to survive in a context of hybridity and multiculturalism. Nation-state is being 
undermined by forces within and without. This has led some to talk of a ‘crisis of the nation-
state’, or even the ‘twilight of the nation state’ 

 Adverse impacts of globalization on nation state & Nationalism- 
o Economic autonomy jeopardized- diminish the state’s capacity to function as an 

autonomous economic unit 
o Cultural homogenization - weakens cultural distinctiveness of the nation-state, 

homogenizes national identities and undermines territorial sovereignty 
o Fluid & porous borders- potent threats also stem from an upsurge in international 

migration and 
o Transnational communities & diasporas- the growth of hybridity and 

multiculturalism in most, if not all, modern societies. This has led to debates of 
assimilation vs integration 

o Sovereignty weakened- because of supranational & transnational actors 
o National Identity- national identity is in the process of being displaced by rival 

forms of identity, linked, for instance, to ethnicity, culture and religion 
 
Resurgence of Nationalism- 
Despite frequent predictions about weakening of nation-state and nationalism, there is evidence of 
the resurgence of nationalism. Since the end of the Cold War, new and often highly potent forms of 
nationalism have emerged, often linked to cultural, ethnic or religious self-assertion. 
Nationalism has also re-emerged as a reaction against the homogenizing impact of globalization and 
as a means of resisting immigration and multiculturalism. The prediction of a ‘post-national’ world 
has proved to be failure. 
 
Why there is resurgence? 

 an increase in national self-assertion in the post-Cold War period, 
 the rise of cultural and ethnic nationalism, and 
 a backlash against globalization. 
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Conclusion 
o Nationalism has been central to the globalization of world politics. It has played a key role in 

shaping the major institution of modern international relations: the nation-state. 
o Nationalism has demonstrated remarkable resilience and durability: nationality continues to 

retain an unrivalled position as the basis for political allegiance 
o The greatest achievement of nationalism has been to establish the nation as the key unit for 

political rule, meaning that the so-called nation-state has come to be accepted as the most 
basic and the only legitimate – form of political organization. 

 
d) Realist account of International Climate Politics 
 
Answer: 
Climate Change first emerged as a political issue in the 1970s [ Stockholm conference, 1972; UNEP, 
1972] & it became mainstream international political agenda since the 1990s [UNFCCC, 1992]. The 
realist security paradigm is state centric & power centric, too much obsessed with security and self-
interest, while climate change is part of a new agenda of international politics dealing with threats 
that transcends state boundaries. 
 
Realist Take on International Climate Politics 

 Far from being a matter of “low politics”, a phrase Mearsheimer coined in 2001, climate 
change has become a major challenge for international institutions and states. Climate 
change, being a transnational problem affecting the ‘Global Commons’, requires transnational 
solutions. 

 Realism does have perspectives on environmental security and climate change. However, 
these are not as convincing as its views on war, security competitions, and great power 
rivalries in international politics 

 While tackling threats emanating from climate change requires cooperation among nations, 
realists view cooperation as a last resort at best. 

 Offensive realism views the threat of climate change as an opportunity for a state to bolster 
its security capabilities and to better prepare itself for potential changes in the climate. 

o Global commons should be tapped to the maximum even if results into ‘tragedy of 
the commons’ [a term coined by Garrett Hardin] 

o States must prepare themselves better than the rival states to deal with climate 
change- should become more secure. 

o Though going green may be advantageous as it will reduce energy dependency on 
other countries, yet offensive realists will argue against states committing to 
reducing carbon emissions as fossil fuels are cheaper in comparison to renewables. 

o Nevertheless, offensive realism offers very little in terms of an explanation of how 
climate change can be avoided 

 Neoclassical Realism- even though shifting to renewables would be beneficial in the long run, 
states will continue to focus on the immediate advantages of fossil fuel energy- 

o State’s response to threats depends upon internal structure of the state [government 
system, democracy, leaders etc], and since democratically elected leaders have short 
terms in office, they focus on short term goals. 

o Despite the powerful adverse impact of petroleum corporations such as Shell, BP, and 
ExxonMobil, to cause climate change, realism fails to take the role of big business 
into serious account. Since realism views these institutions and corporations merely 
as extensions of state power and interest, they are generally excluded from the 
conversation. This highlights another obstacle to a realist approach to climate change 

 Defensive realism: Stephen Walt’s Balance of Threat theory urges states to take the climate 
change threat seriously, and to act to mitigate it. Since Climate change is a transboundary 
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problem, states must ally together in order to balance against the threat posed by climate 
change 

 As per Paterson, even if insecurity [climate wars] arises out of climate change, states will 
continue to use the military to defend themselves. 

 
Conclusion 

 As per Dalby, climate change is “now a matter of geopolitics”, and so will need a realist 
explanation when it spurs conflict between states. 

 As per Robert Kaplan, the changing of the earth’s climate is “the national security issue of the 
early twenty-first century”. 

 The climate change threat is real, and as any realist foreign policy dictates, every potential 
threat must be taken seriously and reduced. 
 As per Dalby, realist security agendas that drove foreign policies during the Cold War 
are “now no longer an appropriate conceptualization or a useful policy framework for the 
new circumstances where threats emerge from global changes rather than superpower 
rivalries.” 

 Realists must understand that climate change is a real external threat which does not 
discriminate between states and their borders hence States must align themselves to 
collectively balance against this danger. 

 
e) Process of regional integration and cooperation in Central America 
 
Answer: 
Central America appears to present a paradox. Despite its few and small countries, with a shared 
colonial history, a relatively high degree of common identity, and apparently everything to gain from 
integration, Central America has consistently failed, so far, to achieve the ambitious regional goals it 
has proclaimed 
 
Historical Trends & current Status 

 The Federal Republic of Central America (1823–39) was formed after the independence of 
states from Captaincy General of Guatemala (a part of the Spanish Empire) 

 A Central American Peace Conference in Washington, convened in 1907 to help end local 
conflicts, produced a short-lived Central American Court of Justice (1908–18). 

 1950s- The Organization of Central American States (ODECA) was created in 1951, and the 
first organizations of functional cooperation emerged, and the first organizations of 
functional cooperation emerged around this time. 

 Some 25 such bodies now exist, covering everything from water to electrical energy and 
creating a complex web of regional interactions. 

 1960s- Formal economic integration began in 1960 with the creation of the Central American 
Common Market (CACM). Intra-regional trade grew, but the system entered crisis at the end 
of the 1960s. 

 1970s- Efforts at reform were overtaken by political crisis and conflicts. 
 1980s- integration became associated with the Central American peace process, and in this 

context, a Central American Parliament was created as a forum for regional dialogue. 
 1990s- as internal conflicts ended, & with the end of cold war began a new wave of regional 

integration across the world [new regionalism]. A new period began with the establishment 
of the Central American Integration System (SICA)- 

o Aim of SICA- (SICA)- to provide a comprehensive approach to integration, with four 
subsystems—political, economic, social, and cultural. 

o SICA’s institutional system is concentrated on presidential summits, while the Central 
American Parliament is directly elected but has no powers. Costa Rica has not joined. 
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 21st century- As of 2018, only El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua participated 
in the Central American Court of Justice. There have been repeated discussions of 
institutional reform. 

o By 2017, intra-regional trade represented around 31 per cent of exports and 15 per 
cent of imports. 

o Most goods originating in Central American countries enjoy free circulation within 
the region. By 2018, a customs union was formally in place between the three 
countries of the Northern Triangle (Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador). 

 
Regional Economic Institutions in Central America- 

 Central American Monetary Council (CAMC)-coordinate the development of a Central 
American monetary union 

 Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI)- The bank supports regional 
economic integration and development. 

 Secretariat for Central American Economic Integration (SIECA)- 
 
Difficulties in Regional Integration: 
In case of Central America, a powerful mythology of regional union has coexisted alongside various 
sources of division- 

 Restoration of Federal Republic of Central America has been a constant theme in 
integrationist discourse.  Yet Central America is more of a collection of communities than a 
clearly defined overarching entity. 

 In the initial phase, local elites resisted leadership by Guatemala, and Costa Rica early on 
showed a tendency to isolationism 

 As nationalism grew, unionism was undermined by conflict, and outside involvement was 
often unhelpful. The region has witnessed civil conflicts and serious economic dislocation in 
parts of the region 

 The regional agenda has increasingly focused on problems of citizen security, while political 
cooperation was again undermined by the crisis in Nicaragua in 2018. 

 poverty is still widespread in most countries; economic and social progress remains 
constrained by weak institutions and political difficulties; and the institutional framework of 
regional cooperation and integration is still at an early stage. 

 
Way Forward- 

o Despite genuine efforts, the progress has by and large, been patchy and piecemeal, reflecting 
geo-political realities – as well as contrary pressures from within and outside the region 

o While the trend presently is positive, there are several obstacles before even like-minded 
governments in the region manage to harmonize their economies sufficiently to consolidate 
the process of authentic and lasting commercial and economic integration. 

o International support for Central American integration is still strong, especially from the EU, 
but underlying conditions remain challenging. The pursuit of union continues. 

 
 
Q.2) a) What are the reasons behind the optimism of liberals about human progress, cooperation 
and peace. What are tensions in the liberal view of world order. 
 
Answer: 
Jackson and George argued Liberalism is “a political philosophy, a movement, an intellectual tradition 
and a specific branch in thought and action with a history back to the seventeenth century.” The 
opposites of liberalism are the terms such as tyranny, authoritarianism, monopoly, dictatorship, 
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statehood, classism, guiding economics, and collectivism, Liberalism is, the rejection of pressures 
applied by an external power or any origin or purpose to neutralize the individual interests. 
In fact, liberalism should be considered as one aspect of modernism, in other words, it is essence and 
ideology of the modernity. Liberalism is the philosophical product of Machiavelli, Thomas Hobbes, 
John Locke and Voltaire’s views. Alexander Solzhenitsyn, a Russian thinker, stated: “Humanism is full 
of faith in human and comes from the idea that the ruler of the world is human. He is inherently 
devoid of evil; all faults and ugliness go back to the defects of the methods that govern society and 
must be removed.” 
Being optimistic about international relations, it argued that peace and stability could be achieved by 
abandoning rigid realms of sovereignty and encouraging government cooperation and participation in 
economic, political, cultural, and even military areas. 
Liberalism has demonstrated flexibility over time and in response to changing circumstances. 
Following World War II, all nations attempted to increase their powers, while numerous organisations 
were established to foster cooperation among them in the political, economic, and military arenas. 
Meanwhile, the emphasis in foreign policy on the principles of instrumental rationality and 
utilitarianism reflects the vitality and dynamism of liberalism's foundations after WWII. 
 
Prospects for peace in international relations: 
When Plato said that only the dead have seen the end of war, his remarks echoed the history of his 
time. Theories have emerged that shed light on how nations interact, what causes them to go to war, 
what motivations they may have to establish peace, and how these causes and motivations can be 
managed to the point where peace is not "an armistice in a war," as Thucydides stated, but "a virtue, a 
state of mind, a disposition for benevolence, confidence, and justice," as Baruch Spinoza considered it 
to be. The establishment of nation states in the 16th century raised questions about whether human 
freedom and independence were more important than the establishment of the state and its survival. 
In international theory, realism and liberalism are two theories that advance these arguments toward 
peace and conflict resolution. 
Liberalism, which believes that humans are good natured beings, can be crudely defined as "freedom 
for the individual." Individualism, human rights, universality, freedom from authority, the right to be 
treated equally under the protection of the law, the duty to respect and treat others as "ethical 
subjects," and freedom for social action are central to liberalism's core ideals. Kant, was a liberal 
scholar who focused on harmony between people supervised by institutions such as the judiciary and 
the representative form of government in which leaders exercise their authority with the consent of 
"free people existing in a political order." 
 
liberal internationalism: 
Liberal internationalism is a set of ideas based on the belief that international progress is possible, 
with progress defined as increasing levels of harmonious cooperation between political communities. 
Liberal internationalists advocate diplomacy and multilateralism as the best strategies for states to 
pursue, and they tend to support supranational political structures (such as the European Union) and 
international organisations (especially the United Nations). 
 
Engines of progress: commerce and law: 
Liberal internationalists have proposed two key transformational engines: international trade and 
international law. The economic argument contends that free trade increases interdependence 
among states, lowering the likelihood of war. One of the primary traditional sources of conflict is 
eliminated because free trade is not a zero-sum game. Economic engagement leads to political 
cooperation. Those arguments, however, have been called into question. International law, according 
to realists and many positivist lawyers, is either a misnomer because there is no sovereign to enforce 
it, or it is irrelevant because powerful states can ignore it. 
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Tensions in Liberalism as the Core Issue of World Order: 
“We can understand that there will be war, and still strive for peace. We can do that — for that is the 
story of human progress; that is the hope of all the world; and at this moment of challenge, that must 
be our work here on Earth” – Barack Obama 
Rather than the more colourful clashes and conflicts discussed above, the core issue of the current 
world order would be tensions in liberalism. "Tensions in Liberalism" connects most pressing global 
issues. The significance of liberal dilemmas today must be viewed against the backdrop of liberal 
success: the leading states in the international system are liberal, and liberal economic and political 
principles enjoy unprecedented global support. 
Back in the 1990s, we believed that liberal political orders were the wave of the future, and that they 
would eventually encompass most of the world. The US and its democratic allies had defeated fascism 
and, later, communism. 
Francis Fukuyama (The End of History and the Last Man,1992) argued that with the ascendancy of 
Western liberal democracy which occurred after the Cold War (1945–1991) and the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union (1991) humanity has reached "not just... the passing of a particular period of post-war 
history, but the end of history as such: That is, the end-point of mankind's ideological evolution and 
the universalization of Western liberal democracy as the final form of human government." 
Advent of international terrorism- The issue of war and peace is becoming increasingly linked to what 
liberal states choose to do; the rise of international terrorism has highlighted the tension between 
liberalism's cooperative and aggressive sides. 
Security Dilemma- The traditional focal point of world order is war and peace. That is why realists 
emphasise the balance of power that emerges from the security dilemma: competing states in a state 
of anarchy create a situation of enduring uncertainty with a constant risk of war. As previously 
argued, the security dilemma has been significantly mitigated, and in some places even overcome; 
thus, a world order based on the balance of power is not emerging. 
Identity plays an increasing role in politics- Because many of the leading states in the post-Cold War 
order are liberal, the identity question is increasingly being directed at them. Tony Blair recently 
argued in favour of the universal validity of core liberal values and the critical importance of 
promoting those values throughout the world. In contrast, Samuel Huntington claims that Western 
belief in the universality of liberal values is "false, immoral, and dangerous," and he advises Western 
countries to stay out of other civilizations' affairs. To put it mildly, these are diametrically opposed 
views on what it means to be liberal and what a liberal world order should entail. 
 
Conclusion: 
Liberals also overlooked the fact that more is needed for successful liberal societies than just the 
formal institutions of democracy. They also rely on a wide-ranging and intense adherence to the 
fundamental principles of a liberal society, especially tolerance. However, creating a constitution, 
creating political parties, and holding "free and fair" elections won't result in a genuinely liberal order 
unless individuals and groups within society also uphold the fundamental liberal norms, as events in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and other places show. This kind of cultural and normative commitment cannot be 
imposed from without or developed overnight, and it cannot be enforced with drones, special forces, 
or other weapons of mass destruction. 
It is also abundantly clear that liberals underestimated the significance of nationalism and other 
regional identities, such as sectarianism, ethnicity, tribal ties, and the like. Liberals can extol the 
virtues of multiculturalism and tolerance all they want, but the reality is that integrating cultures 
within a single polity has never been easy or seamless. Conflicts that result from these tensions give 
populist politicians plenty of fodder to defend "traditional" values or "make the country great again." 
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b) Does structural realism suffice to account for variation in states behaviour? Locate the ideas 
which are at stake in debate between defensive and offensive realism. 
 
Answer: 
Kenneth Waltz, the founder of structural realism, describes the international system through each 
state's risk and cost-analysis of irrational action, resulting in the maintenance of stability. Although 
the system is not perpetually at war, it is thought of as 'each state decides for itself whether or not to 
use force; war may break out at any time.' Conflict is always possible in anarchy, but the relative 
chance of it occurring is what matters, not the possibility of it. As a result, structural realists believe 
that a state should never be complacent and should always be prepared for the worst-case scenario. 
As a result, realists believe that states must always maintain full military expenditure capacity to 
defend against potential aggressors. 
 
Political competition among states: 
Structural realists believe that states must adopt a worst-case mindset to avoid being caught off 
guard, which could result in even higher costs. 'Political competition among states is a much riskier 
business than economic competition; it can lead to war, and war frequently means mass killings on 
the battlefield and even mass murder of civilians. ‘War can even lead to the destruction of a state in 
extreme cases.' As a result, defensive programmes are regarded as the only reliable insurance against 
external aggression, as they may help to mitigate disasters. Balancing this behaviour and attitude with 
inter-state cooperation is thought to be conditioned by the lack of hierarchical authority in the 
international system, as well as the constant threat that force could be used. Regional trade blocs in 
the modern developing world are an example of this. 
International Cooperation: 
 
According to structural realism, states are hesitant to cooperate due to fears, but they do believe 
cooperation is possible, albeit on a limited basis. Furthermore, this theory explains that developing 
countries are the most likely to refuse cooperation due to security concerns in those regions. 
Nonetheless, many collaborations have been established, such as the ASEAN Free Trade Agreement 
(AFTA) and the Southern Cone Common Market. Even though military expenditures have increased 
dramatically in recent years, these countries are still able to cooperate, which directly contradicts 
structural realism's theory of state behaviour. Such behaviour is consistent with the belief that the 
promoted increased international competitiveness outweighs the likelihood of security. 
'power' with 'fear': 
 
Even though structural realists are the leading critics of classical realists for their explanations being 
deduced from human nature, the characteristics of actors in structural realism are in the sense of 
'fear,' which Hobbes describes as part of the state of nature. Morgenthau contends that actors will 
exploit weaker states, which is why structural realists believe military readiness is the only 
guaranteed assurance. Both parts of the argument take a pessimistic view of the world, which is 
linked to evidence that structural realism does not go beyond human nature, but rather simply 
replaces the concept of 'power' with 'fear.' This demonstrates the weaknesses of both perspectives 
because they both focus on a single concept rather than the intervening variables that are at play in 
domestic and international politics due to variations in dynamics. 
Security and Survival: 
 
Another point raised by the structural realism theory is that a state's first concern is to maximise its 
likelihood of survival; thus, even if focusing on short-term security has negative long-term 
consequences, it must proceed to maintain survival. However, a rational state would only discount 
these future consequences if the security pressures were not so strong, implying that the long-term 
effects are prioritised. This point of view is shaped by the ideal that states are shaped by the 
possibility and probability of conflict erupting at any time, resulting in the need for capability to deal 
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with the contingency that may arise from security issues. Nonetheless, Waltz acknowledges that 
states have other important intentions and may not take all possible steps to achieve short-term 
security, but security matters take precedence over economic capabilities. 
 
In the realm of international relations, realism has evolved and diversified as structural defensive 
realism, offensive realism, and many others based on different assumptions. According to Glenn H 
Snyder, "the field of international relations now has at least two varieties of structural realism, 
probably three types of offensive realism, and several types of defensive realism in addition to 
neoclassical, contingent, specific and generalist realism." 
According to Kenneth Waltz's defensive realism, the struggle for power as a defensive strategy is 
based on the anarchy structure of the international system. "Internationally, the environment of 
states' actions, or the structure of their system, is set by the fact that some states prefer survival over 
other short-run ends and act with relative efficiency to achieve that end," Waltz writes, according to 
this, states prefer a balance of power over allowing other states to develop economically, militarily, 
and politically because it is perceived as a threat to their security and interests. 
 
According to defensive realism, nations should acquire the appropriate level of power to ensure their 
survival. They should not, however, use their comparative power to try to become hegemonic powers. 
For e.g., during the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union engaged in a nuclear arms race 
as a means of defending their respective countries against the other. As seen in the Cuban missile 
crisis, the United States was involved in a blockade of Cuba to ensure the survival of its territories 
against Soviet missiles, and the Soviet Union was similarly attempting to secure itself against U.S. 
missiles in Turkey. As a result, both parties were fighting to defend themselves while impeding their 
adversaries' military progress. 
 
Offensive realism, on the other hand, is persuaded by anarchy's structural capacity for conflict. With 
no authority to impose agreements, proponents of this viewpoint argue that governments can never 
be certain that whatever peace-making conditions exist now will continue to exist in the future. Given 
such ambiguity, nations may rarely be convinced of their own security and must remain wary of other 
states' growing strength. Nations are prone to rivalry and conflict, according to offensive realism, 
because they are self-interested, power-maximizing, and fearful of other states. It also claims that 
nations are obligated to behave in this manner to survive in the international system. According to 
John Mearsheimer, the international system requires states to maximise their offensive power to be 
secure and keep rivals from gaining power at their expense. For e.g., throughout history, nations have 
attempted to become hegemons through aggressive strategies. One of the major causes of World War 
II was Nazi Germany's attempt to establish absolute post-war continental hegemony. And it was 
supposed to be accomplished by aggressively expanding the German state's geographical territory, as 
well as the political and economic subordination of European countries to Germany. The underlying 
goal was to protect the interests of German Nazis against others. 
 
Conclusion: 
Even though realism does not have a unified set of assumptions about state behaviour, dividing 
realism does lead to a more precise conceptualization of the theory and provides a better 
understanding in which the variation of impacts of differential material factors help to explain state 
behaviour. 
Both structural and classical realism are theories that, while claiming to be applicable in all 
circumstances, are rigid. Structural realism appears inadequate in demonstrating state behaviour 
because it is presented in terms of being always applicable in all situations. Not only that, but the 
presentation of the international system as a never-ending competition for security and power, as 
demonstrated by material capabilities such as technology, geography, and economic advantages, 
becomes the most serious flaw in and of itself. This is due to the multidimensional system we live in 
today, which is a result of globalisation as states and actors are more interconnected than ever. 
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c) It is claimed that democracy is on the defensive and reasons are as deep as they are familiar 
Discuss the validity of the claim and provide practical solutions to arrest the decline. 
 
Answer: 
Democracy has gone on the defensive. Following a period of rapid expansion, the geographic spread 
of democracy has stalled. Even wealthy Western nations are concerned about the system's future. 
Some see the rise of populism as a sign of a democratic crisis and the strengthening of 
authoritarianism. 
The 1990s were a golden era for the spread of democracy around the world. Authoritarian regimes 
gave way to elected governments in one country after another. The end of the Cold War and the 
collapse of the Soviet Union heralded all of this. For the past two decades, the world has seen a 
democratic reversal trend known colloquially as "democratic backsliding. “Nancy Bermeo defined 
‘democratic backsliding’ as “the state-led debilitation or elimination of any of the political institutions 
that sustain an existing democracy”. Freedom House's annual tally has recorded a decline in the 
number of democracies worldwide. 
 
In the piece ‘On Democratic Backsliding’, Bermeo argues that the current trends in de-
democratization follow three ways – promissory coups, executive aggrandizement, and strategic 
manipulation of election. 

 Promissory coups imply the removal of an elected government in order to defend democratic 
legality, followed by a public promise to hold elections and restore democracy as soon as 
possible. 

 Executive aggrandisement occurs when elected officials limit the power of opposition forces 
by implementing a series of institutional changes that prevent them from challenging the 
executives' preferences. 

 Elections are strategically manipulated by limiting media access, using government funds for 
incumbent campaigns, keeping opposition candidates off the ballot, impeding voter 
registration, overcrowding electoral commissions, and harassing opponents. 

 
Under these heading we will understand how democracy is on the defensive and the reason behind it: 
Two-Party Systems: 
Majoritarian democracies are amplifying and escalating the zero-sum fights between progressive 
urban elites and a resentment-driven rural populist right, with no release valve or opportunity for a 
new centre to emerge. A two-party system, by definition dividing a country in half, will reinforce and 
deepen identity polarisation, escalating national politics into trench warfare. Center-right voters can 
support centre-right parties without supporting illiberalism, and more flexible multiparty systems 
have made it easier to form new coalitions to keep illiberal forces out of power. Voting reform can be 
beneficial. The proportional democracies of Northern Europe are more effectively weathering the 
storms of authoritarian populism. 
 
Surveillance Capitalism: 
Surveillance Capitalism is the dominant economic institution of our time, and it is threatening 
democracy. Surveillance capitalism's behemoths—Google, Facebook, Amazon, Microsoft, and Apple—
own, operate, and mediate nearly every aspect of human interaction with global information and 
communication systems, unfettered by public law. All roads to economic, social, and even political 
participation now lead through tech companies, a situation that has worsened during the two-year 
COVID-19 pandemic. Rights and laws that were once codified to protect citizens from industrial 
capitalism, such as antitrust law and worker's rights, no longer protect us from these dangers. 
Existing antitrust laws can be used to dismantle the tech giants. Our time necessitates the 
codification of epistemic rights—the right to know and choose who knows what about our lives. 
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Discrimination-Barriers to liberal democracy: 
The desire of white, Christian native populations to band together against Black and other racial 
minorities, as well as increasingly non-Christian immigrants, has fuelled illiberal politics from the 
United States to Europe, allowing autocratic politicians who promise to protect the volk to gain 
power. The current situation demanded that we create a sense of shared citizenship that could 
withstand power reallocation. The goal of governments all over the world must be to create inclusive 
citizenship. They live next to each other. 
 
Decline of democracy: 
In the seminal book, ‘How Democracies Die?’, Levitsky & Ziblatt argued that “the erosion of 
democracy often takes place piecemeal, often in baby steps”. 
Through various attacks on the rule of law, the democratic decline is most visible in Central Asia, 
Eastern Europe, and Asia Pacific, as well as parts of Latin America and the Caribbean. For example, in 
some Latin American and Caribbean countries, we have seen attacks on electoral management bodies, 
constitutional courts, the media, and national human rights institutions, as well as governments using 
COVID-19 as an excuse to reduce oversight of public administration. 
 
Trust in democratic institutions is fading: 
People feel ignored, as if democracy has not lived up to its full potential. Growing inequalities as 
women, minorities, the elderly, and other traditionally marginalised groups fall further behind. Global 
perceptions that democratic institutions don’t support their citizens have been fuelled by rising 
inequality. People's trust is being eroded further by a lack of transparency in public decision-making 
and accountability of government or public officials. 
Autocratic governments use disinformation to shape domestic and international opinion, sometimes 
to toxic levels. It encourages hate speech against the marginalised and excluded, undermining our 
common humanity. 
Lack of trust in institutions has created fertile ground for populist leaders and movements to blame 
everything on "democracy and human rights." 
 
Rise of populism: 
In every region of the world, populist leaders and groups reject pluralism and demand unchecked 
power to advance the interests of their supporters, often at the expense of minorities and other 
perceived adversaries. Populists reinventing themselves as defenders of national greatness. The 
leaders of such movements are hostile to liberal democracy's traditional values of diversity and 
tolerance. Extremists have gained power as a result of mass immigration and rapid demographic 
shifts. Authoritarian regimes around the world have used the West's weakness to expand their 
influence. 
Pippa Norris of the Harvard Kennedy School argues that the two "twin forces" pose the largest threat 
to Western liberal democracies: "sporadic and random terrorist attacks on domestic soil, which 
damage feelings of security, and the rise of populist-authoritarian forces, which feed parasitically 
upon these fears.” 
 
Corruption: Influence democratic election 
Authoritarian governments use their ill-gotten wealth to sway democratic elections, coerce public 
officials, and undermine democratic processes. To meet this challenge, democratic governments 
would have to dig deep into their own sectors that move and hide dirty money, from legal services to 
real estate. 
 
Way forward: 
Build an alliance for democracies: An alliance of democracies should unite the free world in the 
larger cause of preventing democratic backsliding at home and combating autocracies' divide-and-
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rule tactics abroad. An alliance of democracies should work together to develop common solutions, 
agree on data flow and protection principles, develop a shared vision for the development of artificial 
intelligence and other life-changing technologies, and create standards that give democratic states an 
advantage over autocracies. 
 
To accept criticism positively: Civil society organisations and the media, both are essential 
components of strong democracies, must be able to speak truth to power. If governments refuse to 
listen, citizens can and will mobilise in response. The freedom for people to participate in public 
affairs, express their opinions and concerns in a safe and fearless manner, including through peaceful 
protests and other forms of civic engagement, must be protected and promoted by governments. 
End of a cultural war: liberal democracies must embrace a more ambitious vision of diversity by 
promising social respect and a seat at the table to all citizens, both majority and minority. They must 
repair their institutions and rekindle their commitment to their founding ideals. and resist autocratic 
bullies. 
 
Halt the corporate tyranny enablers: The right to privacy, freedom of expression, and the free press 
all are at risk from spy and hacking systems. They aid in the intimidation of public officials by criminal 
networks, evil state actors, and oligarchs looking for power. It is urgent to hold people accountable 
for the technologies that threaten democracy worldwide. 
 
 
Q.3) a) How effective has ASEAN been in responding to challenges from external powers? To what 
extent is the emphasis on consensual decision making in ASEAN helpful in achieving its objectives? 
 
Answer: 
The primary objectives of ASEAN's founding were to foster economic development, regional peace 
and stability, active cooperation, and reciprocal help on issues of common concern to all the 
members. Additionally, ASEAN aspires to continue working closely and mutually advantageously with 
other regional and global organisations that have similar goals and objectives. 
 
The strategic battle between the United States and China for influence in the Asia-Pacific region is 
currently the grouping's biggest problem. Southeast Asian nations have recently been obliged to take 
sides in conflicts. ASEAN is embroiled in a strategic tug-of-war that, if it is not successfully navigated, 
could destabilise the entire region as the U.S. and China escalate their strategic rivalry and begin a 
new cold war. 
 
The regional status of ASEAN depends mostly on bilateral assistance from its regional allies due to its 
low political and economic clout in relation to the great powers. Additionally, it is very reliant on 
regional dynamics, including the level of goodwill—or lack thereof—between the major powers. 
It is important to note that in the neorealism approach, features of the international structure have an 
indirect impact on how a state behaves since they go through an intermediary variable—the state's 
decision-makers. They are characters who live between these two worlds. A nation's decision-makers 
work to comprehend the constraints and opportunities in both its internal and external settings. 
 
ASEAN Centrality: 
ASEAN Centrality has been made a target in the ASEAN Charter that must be pursued. “To retain the 
centrality and proactive role of ASEAN as the key driving force in its ties and collaboration with its 
external partners in a regional architecture that is open, transparent, and inclusive” is stated in the 
charter. Additionally, it highlights "ASEAN's major role in international political, economic, social, and 
cultural interactions while continuing to be actively involved, outward-looking, inclusive, and non-
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discriminatory." While achieving these goals is crucial, both internal and external circumstances must 
be present for them to be successful. 
Under following headings, we can understand how ASEAN is responding to challenges from external 
powers and how its consensual decision making is helpful in achieving its objectives: 
The western Pacific and Indian Ocean are assuming a more significant role in global politics and the 
global economy because of the region's rapid economic development, particularly China's and India's 
rapid rise. The Indo-Pacific strategy, which has been primarily advocated and supported by the US, 
Japan, India, and Australia, is starting to take shape. The development and use of the "Indo-pacific" 
strategic concept is a payment made by some nations in exchange for a portion of the region's rapid 
economic growth, but the main goal of the strategy is to slow China's rise. 
 
The Indo-Pacific group does not view ASEAN as a significant pillar of the strategy because of the 
conflict between ASEAN's goals and ideals and the Indo-Pacific group's desire to dissuade China. 
ASEAN had previously played a significant role in the Asia-Pacific region. However, because ASEAN 
plays a significant role in Indo-Pacific strategy, the Indo-Pacific strategy group has included some of 
Southeast Asia, viewing the ASEAN area as a crucial component of India's strategic vision. The Indo-
Pacific strategy aims to contain China outside of the "ASEAN Centrality" regional cooperation and 
dialogue mechanism. On the one hand, this will inevitably exacerbate regional tensions and weaken 
the "ASEAN Centrality" in the regional mechanism-construction, while on the other hand, it will result 
in divisions within ASEAN and worsen intra-ASEAN conflict. 
 
ASEAN and China: 
China has been a staunch backer of ASEAN's major role in regional organisations, and the two sides 
have established a comprehensive framework for bilateral cooperation. While ASEAN is keen to 
engage China and is heavily reliant on China's readiness to support its multilateral endeavours, it is 
also concerned that China's rise to global dominance would overwhelm it. The simmering dispute 
over the South China Sea has recently heated up. So far, Southeast Asian countries' basic approach to 
dealing with China's rise has remained the same as it has been since the Cold War's end: to 
strengthen ties with China while encouraging other major powers to become or remain engaged in 
Southeast Asia, in the hope of counterbalancing Chinese influence. 
ASEAN and Sino-US Relations: 
China's influence in Southeast Asia has grown at the expense of the region's American influence. 
Recent US initiatives to assert a role in the South China Sea conflict, as well as Washington's decision 
to join the East Asia Summit (EAS), could be regarded as a response aimed at preventing Chinese 
hegemony in the region. ASEAN serves as the platform for a regional power struggle. Southeast Asia's 
unique geographical location, both the US and China's long-standing presence in the sub-region, and 
ASEAN's pivotal role in regional initiatives have all served as pull factors in attracting the US and 
China to compete for influence. John Lee has indeed concluded that ‘combination of US neglect and 
Chinese imagination is nudging states in the region toward China’. 
ASEAN is unable to deploy its main tool for foreign policy, multilateralism. Sino-American relations 
are heavily reliant on bilateral interactions that take place outside of a multilateral framework. 
Furthermore, the key Asian security issue in China-US ties, Taiwan, is in East Asia rather than 
Southeast Asia. However, the South China Sea appears to be emerging as a new 'hot zone' in Sino-US 
security relations now. 
 
ASEAN and Sino-Japanese Relations: 
Japan and China, like the United States and China, have a substantial regional rivalry. Aside from 
economic competitiveness, Sino-Japanese rivalry includes competing for leadership roles in regional 
cooperation as well as competing in an East China Sea territorial dispute. A complicating aspect for 
Japan is its continued commitment to its security alliance with the United States, which offers an 
impediment to its Asian integration. 
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ASEAN remains a significant player in the Sino-Japanese diplomatic game. Because of ASEAN's good 
relations with China, Japan's goal is to preserve good relations with the grouping and, in fact, 
strengthen ASEAN as an organisation in case its relations with China deteriorate again. Furthermore, 
ASEAN remains the driving force behind the regional integration process in which Japan wishes to 
participate actively. Maintaining excellent relations with ASEAN is especially vital given that its 
economic leadership is being challenged by China. ASEAN consequently has a - very limited - degree 
of power over the China-Japan relationship because it benefits from several pull forces. 
 
ASEAN and Sino-Indian Relations: 
India's economic growth, population size, and growing interest in playing a part in international 
affairs all point to a potentially large role in the region. Since the implementation of India's "Look East" 
strategy in 1991, ASEAN and India have begun to improve their relationship, primarily through 
economic cooperation. In recent years, India has inked defence cooperation treaties with numerous 
ASEAN countries, and it has grown increasingly interested in security multilateralism. 
 
Challenges: 

 ASEAN countries frequently have competing interests and goals. Each member faces distinct 
social, economic, and political difficulties. As a result, each appears to have little choice but to 
concentrate on their own internal matters. This concentration on home issues will 
undoubtedly have an impact on ASEAN's overall well-being. 

 ASEAN is not immune to internal and external security threats. There are border disputes and 
wars, illegal migration, ethnic problems, and difficulties with the life of the dammed Mekong 
River, which has gained prominence in recent years. 

 Outside the region, there are significant problems related to territorial conflicts in the South 
China Sea, as well as other worries about ASEAN's role and relevance in the region and 
beyond. 

 Corruption, demographic shifts, unequal social development, differences in economic 
development and technology adoption, environmental degradation, and other concerns 
relating to politics and the rise of authoritarianism are all major challenges for ASEAN. 

 ASEAN must work harder to maintain and build on its current triumphs and achievements. As 
the bloc has been viewed as a peacemaker, it is critical that ASEAN strengthens its position 
and takes steps to support the rule of law in the area. 

 
b) Discuss the core arguments of International Political Economy theories mercantilism, economic 
liberalism, and Marxism. 
 
Answer: 
Gilpin, asserts that politics largely determine economic activities. International political economy is 
an important subdiscipline of international relation. It has three main ideologies, Liberalism, 
Mercantilism and Marxism. 
 
International Political Economy or Global Political Economy: 
International political economy (IPE) is the junction of politics and economics as commodities, 
services, money, people, and ideas cross boundaries. Scholars began to pay attention to the term 
"international political economy" in the mid-1960s, amid global economic challenges and lagging 
growth in the Third World. The phrase "global political economy" (GPE) was later popularised to 
emphasise that what happens in the world is not limited to exchanges between states, and that the 
GPE comprises a wide range of actors. 
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Marxists and Liberals on Politics and Economics: 
According to Marxists, the global economy is defined by competition. They believe in capitalism and 
argue that class conflict between capitalists (oppressors) and the working class determines economic 
relations (oppressed). Capitalists own the means of production and are wealthy. Capitalists seek to 
increase their profits by exploiting the working class, which exacerbates their competitive strife. 
They utilise their riches to determine the political economy's standards. Non-capitalists eventually 
succumb to their authority. Liberals believe that a free market exists. Their emphasis is on free 
commerce and capital movement, which allows for the flow of investment. Countries in this class of 
economy can use natural resources and gain from specialisation. 
The availability of freely exchangeable currencies, as well as open markets, benefits the economy. 
Marxists and liberals believe that the state is an important tool in the global economy. It exists to 
resolve issues in the global economy. They oppose the managerial view of the state. Both agree that a 
free market is beneficial if there is an unseen hand (policy) controlling the market. 
 
Mercantilism: 
For Oatley, "mercantilism is a traditional school of political economy dating from (at least) the 
seventeenth century. It asserts that power and wealth are inextricably connected. Accordingly, it 
argues that governments structure their international economic transactions to enhance their power 
relative to other states and domestic society. Mercantilism thus depicts international political 
economy as inherently conflictual." 
Mercantilism envisions how the conflict between states plays out in the international economic arena 
by looking at the trade balance. The ability of a state to win or if a state is winning the economic 
struggle with other states is determined by whether it exports more than it imports. As a result, it is a 
state that records trade surpluses rather than trade deficits. A related issue is a state's ability to 
master today's modern technologies. 
Mercantilism came to presume that a state was powerful if it was at the technological frontier and 
had industries based on the most advanced technologies of the day because humankind's economic 
development was dependent on a continuous process of growing technological and technical 
capacities. 
This is significant since early mercantilism in the 16th and 17th centuries was more concerned with 
dominating abroad markets by force and ensuring that the riches collected via that control primarily 
benefited the mother country. It wasn't so much about mastering the technological development 
process. 
Recent mercantilist thinking has focused on East Asia's successful 'developmental' states: Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan, and China. They underline that economic success has always been accompanied by 
the state playing a strong, commanding role in supporting economic development. 
The economy, according to mercantilism, is subordinate to the polity and, in particular, the 
government. Economic activity is viewed in the perspective of growing state authority. The 
organisation in charge of defending and furthering the national interest, meaning the state, has 
precedence above private economic interests. Wealth and power are complementary rather than 
antagonistic aims. Economic reliance on other countries should be avoided to the greatest extent 
practicable. 
 
Economic liberalism: 
Economic liberalism arose as a critique of mercantilism, the complete political control and regulation 
of economic concerns that dominated European state construction in the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Economic liberals oppose ideas and actions that subordinate economics to political considerations. 
Adam Smith believed that markets tend to expand spontaneously for the satisfaction of human 
needs—provided that governments do not interfere. 
Liberal economics has been described as an ideology as well as a collection of ideas for organising and 
directing economic progress and individual well-being. It is predicated on the idea that, if left to its 
own devices, the market economy will run spontaneously according to its inherent mechanisms or 
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'rules.' These laws are thought to be inherent in the economic production and exchange process. The 
'rule of comparative advantage' is one example. David Ricardo contended that free trade—that is, 
economic activity conducted beyond national borders—will benefit all participants because free trade 
allows for specialisation, and specialisation promotes efficiency and consequently productivity. 
 
Paul Samuelson summarized the argument as follows: whether one of two regions is absolutely more 
efficient in the production of every good than is the other, if each specializes in the product in which 
it has a comparative advantage (greatest relative efficiency), trade will be mutually profitable to both 
regions. 
Thus, economic liberals oppose the mercantilist concept that the state is the primary actor and they, 
instead, focus on economic issues. The individual as a consumer and creator is the central actor. The 
marketplace is an open arena where people meet to exchange products and services. Individuals are 
sensible when it comes to pursuing their own economic interests, and when they use that reasoning 
in the marketplace, everyone benefits. 
 
Marxism: 
Economic liberals see the economy as a win-win situation in which everyone wins. That was rejected 
by Marxist. They saw the economy instead as a place of human exploitation and class inequality. Marx 
thus applies the zero-sum logic of mercantilism to class relations rather than state relations. Marxists 
and mercantilists believe that politics and economics are inextricably linked; both reject the liberal 
concept of an economic sector with its own set of rules. Whereas mercantilists regard economics as a 
tool of politics, Marxists prioritise economics over politics. According to Marxists, the capitalist 
economy is based on two opposing social classes: the bourgeoisie, which owns the means of 
production, and the proletariat, which owns only its labour force, which it must sell to the 
bourgeoisie. 
 
Conclusion: 
International political economy investigates issues that arise or are influenced by the interaction of 
international politics, international economics, and various social systems (e.g., capitalism and 
socialism) and societal groups (e.g., farmers at the local level, different ethnic groups in a country, 
immigrants in a region such as the European Union, and the poor who exist transnationally in all 
countries). It investigates a set of related questions ("problematique") that arise from issues such as 
international trade, international finance, relations between wealthier and poorer countries, the role 
of multinational corporations, and the problems of hegemony (the physical or cultural dominance of 
one country over a portion or all of the world), as well as the consequences of economic globalisation. 
Analytic approaches to international political economics differ depending on the subject under 
consideration. Several theoretical views can be used to examine issues, including mercantilist, liberal, 
and structuralist (Marxist or neo-Marxist) approaches. Mercantilists are like realists in that they focus 
on conflicting interests and capacities of nation-states in a competitive quest for dominance and 
security. Liberals believe that humanity and states can build peaceful relationships and world order. 
Economic liberals, in particular, would minimise the state's role in the economy in order to allow 
market forces to determine political and social consequences. Structuralism is based on Marxist 
theory and focuses on how society's dominant economic structures affect (i.e., exploit) class interests 
and interactions. Each of these perspectives is frequently applied to problems at several levels of 
study, pointing to complex fundamental causes of conflict that may be traced back to human nature 
(the person level), national interests (the national level), and the structure of the international system 
(which lacks a single sovereign to prevent war). 
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c) Examine the usefulness of Wallerstein's notion of semi-periphery. Highlight the assumptions of 
world system approach and its relevance to political analysis. 
 
Answer: 
Immanuel Wallerstein's World Systems Theory is a more comprehensive version of the dependency 
theory. The focus of World Systems theory is on a broader geographical framework. It is based on 
Lenin's understanding of imperialism, and World Systems theory holds that the world as it is today 
can only be understood in the context of global capitalism's development. This capitalist world-
economy, according to Wallerstein, is characterised by "production for the market to maximise profit" 
and "unequal exchange relations between the core and peripheral states." Furthermore, this global 
capital has created a hierarchical structure that determines each state's position within this global 
economy. The core exploits the periphery through this hierarchical structure and market 
mechanisms. 
 
As a third category between the 'periphery' and the 'core,' Wallerstein introduces the semi-periphery.' 
The semi-peripheral states are emerging economies like India, China, South Africa, and Brazil, which 
have characteristics like modern industries, cities, and a large peasantry. According to World Systems 
theorists, shifting positions in the core/semi-periphery/periphery hierarchy is extremely rare. As a 
result, the core, periphery, and semi-periphery are the enduring characteristics of the capitalist 
world-economy. According to World Systems theory, the semi-periphery states divide the periphery, 
making a unified opposition against the core difficult. Because of the divisions within the semi-
periphery-periphery camps, the core maintains its hegemony. The World Systems theory, on the 
other hand, contends that the contradictions within the capitalist global economy will lead to 
capitalism's demise and its replacement by socialism. 
 
South Korea and Wallerstein’s World System Analysis: 
Wallerstein's research focuses on the modern world economy, which is characterised by capitalism. 
In a capitalist world-economy, two basic characteristics stand out: the division of labour between 
core, semi-periphery, and periphery states, and the endless accumulation of capital. The degree of 
profitability of the production process determines the distinction between core, semi-periphery, and 
periphery. 
In such a hierarchical system, states, according to Wallerstein, can move up and down. South Korea is 
certainly one such example. South Korea was a poor, agrarian periphery economy in the 1960s. As a 
member of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, it is now close to the core. 
 
Development of international networks, core areas and periphery: 
Immanuel Wallerstein's world system theory provides approaches to understanding the activities that 
occurred in the world by dividing the whole into core regions, with possible semi-periphery and 
periphery. The primary reason for the expansion of semi-periphery and periphery countries is first-
step outsourcing. A company can contract recurring activities by using outsourcing, which is defined 
as "the act of transferring some of an organization's recurring internal actives and decision rights to 
outside providers." 
 
Core, Periphery, Semi-Periphery, and Enclave Economy: 
Dependency theorists define ‘enclave economy’ as a territory within the periphery, in which foreign 
capital is invested for extracting raw materials such as minerals, oil, plantations, etc. Even though the 
extractions in the enclave economies provide some jobs for a small group of the population in the 
periphery, it does not improve the economic condition of the periphery. However, its natural 
resources get depleted in the process and the enclave continues to suffer from lack of development. 
Dependency Theory as a Critic of Liberal Theories: 
Adam Smith argued that if economic activities were allowed to operate freely, they would follow their 
own rules and contribute significantly to societal progress. Jeremy Bentham, a contemporary of Say 
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and Ricardo, believed that popular democracy and free trade would allow all humans to maximise 
pleasure while minimising pain. Bentham contended that it would ultimately result in the greatest 
happiness for the greatest number of people. European colonialism not only exhausted the economy 
of colonies worldwide, but also restructured their socio-economic and political systems. Hence, 
European powers could design their colonies as the provider of raw materials and the repository for 
capital and finished goods. This created a dependency, which continued even after the colonies 
became formally independent. Thus, dependency theorists refute the claims of the theory of 
comparative advantage espoused by liberal thinkers. According to dependency theorists ‘theory of 
comparative advantage is a damaging myth’. 
 
Critique of Modernization Theory: 
Modernization theory holds that less developed countries can achieve development by accelerating 
economic growth and replacing traditional values, socio-political systems, and economic systems 
with those of developed countries. Rostow believes that all countries have an equal opportunity to 
develop, regardless of population size, natural resources, or location. Singapore, for example, has one 
of the busiest trading ports in the world, but this would not be possible without the island nation's 
advantageous geography as an island nation between Indonesia and Malaysia. 
Dependency theorists argue that modernization theory is ethnocentric, ignoring other parts of the 
world's social and cultural arrangements, as well as their unique historical experiences. Proponents of 
modernization failed to examine the impact of colonisation on former colonies, particularly in 
determining the historical process that created an unfavourable situation for developing countries 
over centuries. Modernization theorists, according to dependency theorists, have ignored the 
exploitation inherent in economic relations between developed and developing countries in terms of 
trade and investment. As a result, dependency theorists argue that Rostow's modernization theory is 
based on a 'one size fits all' assumption and fails to address the root causes of peripheral countries' 
underdevelopment. 
 
Development of Underdevelopment: 
Andre Gunder Frank proposed the term "development of underdevelopment" to describe the 
deteriorating economic condition of peripheral states as a result of their reliance on the core. 
According to Frank, underdevelopment is fundamentally different from undeveloped. Undeveloped is 
a state in which a region's resources are underutilised. Asia, the Americas, and Africa, for example, 
were undeveloped during the pre-colonial period. Their land and natural resources were not being 
used to their full potential. 
In other words, dependency will further exploit the periphery's natural resources, deteriorate the 
periphery's economic condition, and bring prosperity to the core. As a result, Frank's concept of 
"development of underdevelopment" contends that development in the core countries always results 
in underdevelopment and poverty in the periphery. 
 
Neoliberal Globalization Entrenching the Dependency: 
Richard J. Barnet and Ronald E. Muller’s work titled, Global Reach: The Power of the Multinational 
Corporations, the authors argue that far from creating jobs and infusing technology in the global 
south, companies like General Motors ‘drained off’ local investment capital. 
Dependency theorists argue that neoliberal globalisation dominated by TNCs, and financial 
institutions will widen the economic gap between the core and peripheral states, worsening the 
peripheral states' economic situation. For example, the International Monetary Fund's (IMF) 
Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) compelled peripheral states to abandon welfare schemes 
in favour of free market economic policies. 
 
Criticism: 
Liberal and modernization theorists argue that the success of the Asian Tigers [Singapore, South 
Korea, Taiwan, and Hong Kong] invalidates dependency theory's claims. The Asian Tigers have 
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succeeded in achieving their target of rapid industrialization and maintaining a higher growth rate. 
Furthermore, they are capable of competing with and challenging the economies of the developed 
countries of the global north. 
Samir Amin in his work titled, Unequal Development: An Essay on the Social Formations of Peripheral 
Capitalism (1976), observes that historical analysis of radical dependency theory represented by Frank 
is too generalized. Frank’s theory fails to show unevenness of the development of the peripheral 
states, ranging from the backwardness of Ethiopia to the growing industries of Asian Tigers – a point 
also made by Cardoso. 
 
Conclusion: 
Liberal and modernization theories of socioeconomic and political development have been challenged 
by dependency theory. According to liberal theories, developing countries' backwardness can be 
overcome by expanding economic relations with developed countries and replicating developed 
countries' socioeconomic institutions in developing countries. However, dependency theory 
contested all these liberal theories' arguments, arguing that greater economic ties with developed 
countries have only resulted in the exploitation of developing countries. Despite criticism from both 
liberal and Marxist thinkers, dependency theory provides insights into the growing inequalities 
between the global north and the global south, as well as why countries and regions in the global 
south remain dependent and underdeveloped. 
 
 
Q.4) a) According to International society theorists' human rights have become of increased 
importance in world politics since the end of Cold War. Is the claim correct Provide evidence in 
favour of such a view. 
 
Answer: 
Hedley Bull is the creator of the International Society theory. In his essay "Anarchical Society," he 
outlines the fundamentals of the International Society, attempting to combine Realism and Liberalism 
and making recommendations for long-term global peace. Kenneth Waltz identifies Bull as a 
representative of Neorealism theory on the level of systems, the third image along with the level of 
states as the second and the level of individuals as the first. Sovereign states and their relationships 
are the primary actors in the Anarchical Society. 
Under following heading, we can easily understand why human rights have become of increased 
importance in world politics since the end of Cold War: 
 
International System and International Society: 
The International System is a "system of states" that emerges when states come into enough contact 
with one another to influence one another. If these states share common goals and values, the 
International System evolves into the International Society, also known as a "society of states." 
Members of the International Society are bound together by common rules and institutions; they 
accept certain limits on mutual acts of violence, respect their right to independence, and collaborate 
in various institutions such as Human Rights, Diplomacy, War Rules and Conventions, and other 
general international organisations. The world was divided into three parts during the cold war: the 
First, Second, and Third Worlds. These distinctions are no longer necessary. It is far more meaningful 
now to group countries based on their culture and civilization rather than their political or economic 
systems or level of economic development. 
 
Spurring Democratization and Human Rights: 
In turn, post-Cold War democratisation was expected to result in increased government respect for 
physical integrity rights. As Soviet control over governments in Central Europe was reduced or 
eliminated following the Cold War's end, some movement toward democracy was widely anticipated. 
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Quite naturally, then, the 'third wave of democracy' has been sweeping the 'global village' (Samuel P 
Huntington) The 'third wave of democracy' began in Central and Eastern Europe in the early 1980s, 
following the collapse of communism, which was brought about in part by popular movements 
demanding internationally recognised human rights. It then spread to Asia and Latin America. The 
'third wave' has gained traction and is now sweeping across Africa. African democratisation has been 
hailed as the "second wave" of liberation after nationalism failed them, leading to civil war and 
authoritarian regimes soon after the first flush of independence and democracy. Boutros Boutros-
Ghali, the former United Nations Secretary General had argued that 'human rights, equal rights and 
government under law are important attributes of democracy'. He further said that human rights have 
now become 'a common language of humanity'. 
 
Human rights in 21st century: 
The new millennium has witnessed a 'homogenising' world that is increasingly governed by a ‘single 
world order.' Naturally, there is an attempt to reach a "overlapping consensus" on our understanding 
of human rights as an idea and in practise. The use of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
emphasises the fact that human rights are universally applicable. The unity of human dignity and the 
inherent sacredness of human beings are being advanced to reaffirm humankind's universal 
brotherhood. 
 
Universal V/S Cultural Relativism: 
Human rights in Asian countries take on a different but not contradictory meaning in the face of such 
divergent conceptions of the individual. The Chinese representative at the Vienna Congress (1993) 
made an important point in favour of plural coexistence of human rights regimes as opposed to direct 
and indirect imposition of Western views of liberal individualism. 
"The concept of human rights is a product of historical development. Countries at different 
development stages or with different historical traditions and cultural backgrounds also have 
different understandings and practices of human rights. Thus, one should not and cannot think the 
human rights standards and models of certain countries as the only proper ones and demand that all 
countries comply with them. It is neither realistic nor workable to make international economic 
assistance or even international co-operation conditional on them." 
 
Increasing Domestic Conflicts: 
The Cold War created or intensified some civil conflicts around the world because the Superpowers 
engaged each other militarily by supporting revolutionary movements among each other's allies. 
 
Conclusion: 
The end of the Cold War would have some immediate impact on government attitudes toward human 
rights, resulting in an improvement in human rights. Democracy, interstate conflict, domestic 
conflict, and globalisation will have increased following the Cold War's end. The struggle between the 
superpowers resulted in more frequent and serious violations of human rights by governments all 
over the world, particularly governments in less developed countries. Many Western scholars believe 
that the Cold War increased human rights violations by impeding the spread of democracy and 
preventing the globalisation of the world capitalist system. However, the Cold War may have reduced 
human rights violations by containing domestic conflict, particularly within communist countries, and 
by reducing interstate conflict, particularly among smaller states. Governments that have less 
domestic and interstate conflict tend to violate their citizens' human rights less than other 
governments. 
 
By extension, the end of the Cold War should have changed governments' proclivity to respect human 
rights around the world. The magnitude of the change in a particular government's willingness to 
respect its citizens' human rights would be determined by the directions and relative magnitudes of 
the post-Cold War changes in democratisation, interstate conflict, and domestic conflict. 
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Globalization's impact on human rights is less certain. Without a doubt, the West's triumph has 
resulted in a stronger and more inclusive capitalist world economy. Scholars disagree on whether 
greater participation in the global capitalist economy pushes a government to respect its citizens' 
human rights. 
 
b) Write about the Marxist conception of political parties? Highlight the relationship between 
political parties and pressure groups. 
 
Answer: 
Edmund Burke had defined the political parties in 1770 thus: “Party is a body of men united for 
promoting by their joint endeavours the national interest upon some particular principles in which 
they are all agreed.” 
 
Marxist Concept of Parties: 
Parties, according to Marxists, represent classes. This situation can only be improved by completing 
the class struggle and winning the proletariat's victory. Only the party that represents working people 
has the right to exist. The bourgeois parties are not representative of a genuine democratic process. 
As a result, they must be eliminated. 
 
A party (i.e., the Communist Party) is defined by Lenin as a well-organized group of chosen elite 
intellectuals and political activists. It is said to be a selected group of intellectuals in the sense that 
their intellectual knowledge of Marxism preserves the purity of Marxian principles and ideology and 
demonstrates the correct path to the party. In the sense that election processes and party training 
enable it, it is a chosen group of political activists. 
 
It assists the working classes in achieving their goals. During the bourgeois period preceding the 
revolution, the party must play an important role. The party is expected to play a role in the 
destruction of capitalist order and the establishment of proletarian dictatorship. According to Lenin, 
if the party is to serve as the vanguard of the working class, it must be well-versed in revolutionary 
ideas and rules. The party's goal is to protect the interests of the proletariat. Only the Communist 
Party understands what is best for working people. 
Lenin compared the party's position to that of a military organisation in the proletariat's struggle for 
and maintenance of power. The party represents the working class, plays an important role in class 
consciousness, and is always willing to make sacrifices for the benefit of the proletariat. Marxist 
ideology unites workers and parties, and its organisation makes it all-powerful. 
 
Communist parties: 
Communist parties were constitutionally protected in socialist countries. In these countries, all other 
political parties were outlawed. There was almost no distinction between the party and the 
government. This is still true in socialist countries ruled by communist parties today. The former 
Soviet Union's 1977 Constitution described and analysed Lenin's leadership for the success of the 1917 
Great Revolution. The role of the party in the revolution and subsequent governance was recognised 
in the Constitution. 
 
The People's Republic of China's 1982 Constitution establishes the National People's Congress, led by 
the Communist Party, as the highest organ of state power. It appoints the party's leader as 
commander-in-chief of the country's armed forces. 
Political parties in capitalist countries, according to Marxist interpretation, represent class interests. 
As a result, they serve as instruments of protection for various classes. 
They become both the source and the leaders of class conflict. In capitalist countries, communist 
parties defend working people from capitalist exploitation. They spread revolutionary ideas and 
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prepare the working class for revolution. Once the revolution is successful, communist parties will 
protect it. 
 
Interest groups and political parties: 
One distinguishing feature of interest/pressure groups is that they seek to influence public 
policymakers without directly attempting to control and conduct the government. Political parties, on 
the other hand, are primarily concerned with governance, with the goal of contesting elections and 
securing a majority of seats in the legislature or the office of chief executive in order to govern the 
country. 
 
Neumann distinguished between political parties and interest groups: 
Pressure groups are fundamentally the representation of disparate interests seeking influence. When 
an interest group is directed toward a specific goal, it becomes strong and effective. Political parties, 
on the other hand, combine diverse groups in order to run for office and make policy decisions. In 
fact, reconciling the diverse forces within political society is one of their major themes. Theirs is an 
integrative function that does not fall under the purview of interest groups. 
 
Maurice Duverger made a distinction between the two in the following words: 
Political parties strive to acquire power and exercise it—by electing—mayors and deputies, and by 
choosing cabinet ministers and the head of state. Pressure groups on the contrary, do not participate 
directly in the acquisition of power or in its exercise; they act to influence power while remaining 
apart from it… they exert pressure on it. Pressure groups seek to influence the men who wield power, 
not to place their own men in power, at least not officially. It is possible that sometimes members of a 
pressure group may become members of the legislatures or even the executive; but even if that 
happens, it is kept secret. 
Duverger wrote, “Certain powerful groups actually have their own representatives in governments 
and legislative bodies, but the relationship between these individuals and the groups they represent 
remains secret or circumspect.” 
 
Core differentiation between political parties and pressure groups: 
Political parties are directly engaged in political activity, including the selection of candidates for 
election, the presentation of formally formulated policies and a clear platform for seeking popular 
votes, and, if successful, the administration of state affairs. Those who receive fewer votes and seats 
join the opposition and provide constructive opposition to the ruling party. None of them fall under 
the purview of pressure groups. Interest/pressure groups are primarily non-political organisations. 
Their primary functions could be economic, social, religious, or humanitarian in nature. Their primary 
business is not dealing with pressure. They will do so if it is necessary to promote the interests of 
their members. 
 
Harold R. Bruce wrote: “In their relation to the political parties’ pressure groups are in the singular 
position of being independent of them and also cooperative with them as a given situation may 
dictate. Pressure groups are normally not partisan in character; they disregard party lines: they seek 
popular support among the voters or support of members of legislative bodies and executive 
authorities…” 
 
Parties are dedicated to a variety of issues and policies; their goal is political power. A pressure group, 
on the other hand, has a narrower focus. It was created primarily to articulate specific demands. 
As Professor S.R. Maheshwari wrote, “It is the task of a political party to reconcile and aggregate 
their competing demands of interest groups and put them into coherent programmes and action 
plans. Thus viewed, political parties prevent the interest groups from directly dominating the 
decision-making apparatus and process in a country.” 
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As Almond wrote, “… the party system stands between the interest groups system and the 
authoritative policy-making agencies and screens them from the particularistic and disintegrative 
impact of special interests.” Secondly, France and Italy offer a different type of relationship. In these 
two, and some other countries, both the parties and interest groups exist as fairly well organised 
entities, but not as autonomous systems. The parties control the groups in various ways. Thus, one 
finds communist-controlled or socialist party-controlled trade unions. In such a situation, “the 
interest groups get prevented from articulating functionally specific, pragmatic demands, for their 
activities have become highly political." When groups allow themselves to become affiliates of parties, 
they weaken the parties' ability to aggregate various interests." Third, in several third-world Asian, 
African, and Latin American countries, neither parties nor pressure groups are well differentiated. 
In the words of Gabriel A. Almond, “Associational interest groups such as trade unions and business 
associations may exist in the urban westernised parts of the society, but in the village and the 
countryside interest organisation takes the form of lineage, caste, status, class, and religious groups, 
which transmit pressure demands to the other parts of the pressure structure by means of 
information communication.” 
In many of the Third World countries, parties tend to be ad hoc arrangements, without clear policies 
and without grassroots organisation. Consequently, adds Almond, “the significant political groups are 
neither the parties, nor the associational interest groups, but elements of cliques from the 
bureaucracy and the army.” Whatever pattern is followed in a political system, the pressure groups, 
despite being independent of the parties, do still maintain contacts with them, in one way or the 
other, and try to influence legislation and decision-making process through these contacts. 
 
c) Has the age of American dominance ended? Discuss the current status of US in world hierarchy 
of power. 
 
Answer: 
In the transnational political landscape, new power centres are emerging. China, Russia, India, and 
Turkey are all over the place trying to carve out a place for themselves in the evolving international 
order. Most importantly, with China and Russia becoming increasingly close, the balance of power is 
shifting from west to east. 
Former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was among the first to notice "a shifting balance of 
power to a more multi-polar world as opposed to the Cold War model of a bipolar world.” This 
noticeable shift in multi-national political setup was also recognised by Ban ki Moon, the then-
Secretary-General of the United Nations, who stated that we have begun to “move increasingly and 
irreversibly to a multi-polar world.” 
The Trump administration's vision to "make America great again" contains a much stronger resistance 
to abandoning unipolarity. Political pundits such as Robert Kaplan continue to question whether 
there is an overlap of unipolar and multipolar world realities; where the US retains military supremacy 
and is expected to do so for the foreseeable future, while China leads in the economic realm. 
Additionally, nations from the former Third World are gaining status as rising powers, most notably 
India, which has acquired global reach through smart diplomacy over the years and is now shaping 
the international agenda. 
 
The revival of grand strategy: 
International politics had clearly entered a new era, one in which predatory state behaviour had 
returned, and the putative global hegemon proved unable to stop it. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, in 
February of this year, challenge American dominance. In the near future, the United States will face 
three adversaries: China, Iran, and Russia. Each is a revisionist power seeking to acquire new or 
recover old possessions in its immediate neighbourhood. To tackle today's challenges USA must focus 
on statecraft rather than grand strategy. Statecraft, which is about sensing, adjusting, exploiting, and 
doing rather than planning and theorising, is far more important. As stated by philosopher Isaiah 
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Berlin “understanding rather than knowledge,” an ability to “tell what fits with what: what can be done 
in given circumstances and what cannot, what means will work in what situations and how far.” 
 
Death of the nation state: A Myth 
The death of the nation state was greatly exaggerated. The end of history has not arrived, nor is 
liberal democracy on the rise. Glenny contends that “Fukuyama and others under-estimated Western 
hubris and the greed of financial capitalism which contributed in 2008 to one of the most serious 
political and economic crises since the Great Depression. These shocks – alongside a vicious backlash 
against globalization – enabled alternative models of governance to reassert themselves ... with China 
and Russia but also other states in Europe ... and the consolidation of illiberal nation states.” 
 
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan: 
It led to humiliating images of ragtag Islamists defeating the world’s sole superpower. And it dented 
the popularity of a president seeking to restore American prestige. The chaos on NATO's border, for 
example, could divert US resources away from Asia, and it has already shifted the US focus back to the 
old cockpit of Cold War struggles. 
 
Improving American statecraft: 
For more than a decade, the United States has been unable to develop and deploy the military force 
required to deter Russian aggression. Today, in a world crowded with aggressive autocracies, sliding 
democracies, and unpredictable global phenomena, the United States simply cannot devise schemes 
comparable to those of the immediate post-war period. Climate change, democratic decay, and 
Islamist terrorism will all create new opportunities for unforeseeable crises. The goal of the United 
States should be to deal with this chaotic reality rather than to provide a framework for global 
politics. 
 
Hard Power: Still Dominance of Big Players 
Parag Khana explains, “large, continental-sized nation states will continue seeking to control supply 
chains in energy and technology while smaller states will need to band together or suffer the 
consequences of irrelevance”. Larger nation states are steadily bolstering their military capabilities, 
rather than experiencing a decline in hard power. In 2021, the top five spenders were the United 
States, China, India, Russia and United Kingdom. Some of these countries, along with major 
purchasers like Israel and Saudi Arabia, appear to be gearing up for conflict in the coming decade. 
Since the late 1990s, global defence spending has steadily increased, reaching $1.6 trillion last year. 
These trends are expected to continue in the coming decade. 
 
Sovereignty of Nation State: 
Nation states are not the only forms of political and economic organisation. They are already ceding 
sovereignty to alternative governance, power, and influence configurations. This transition is being 
accelerated by the fourth industrial revolution. As Anne-Marie Slaughter explains, "nation states are 
the world of the chessboard, of traditional geopolitics ... web is the world of business, civic, and 
criminal networks that overlay and complicate the games statesmen play.” Stateswomen, she believes, 
must learn web craft to mobilise and deploy non-governmental power in the same way that statecraft 
does for government power. 
On the effects of America's domestic political situation on its overall status as global hegemon, 
international relations scholars such as Francis Fukuyama believe that America's ability to assert 
global dominance, security, and influence is heavily dependent on a peaceful political situation at 
home. 
 
The Black Lives Matter protests and the January 6th, 2021, attack on the Capitol demonstrate the 
instability of domestic politics in the United States, as well as extreme political polarisation. As these 
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events unfolded over the last 18 months, the global public was left wondering how the US could 
prevent the threat of rising powers around the world if it couldn't prevent an attack on the Capitol by 
its own citizens. This question has significant implications for US global hegemony. 
 
Post COVID-19 Scenario: 
As new regional and global powers emerge, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to destabilise domestic 
and international politics, economies, and societies, and powerful new technologies are developed 
faster than governments can regulate them, a cauldron of tension is brewing in the realm of 
international geopolitics. Furthermore, casting doubt on the role of the United States raises concerns 
for middle powers and allies like Australia as they try to navigate regional tensions and develop 
security strategies. 
 
Conclusion: 
To summarise, before we reach a multipolar world order, there will be a period of increasing 
uncertainty caused by the rise of revisionist powers, the paranoia of the United States, and the 
growing ambiguity of conflict and cooperation. 
Furthermore, political pundits are divided on whether multipolarity is more unstable than unipolarity 
or bipolarity. Kenneth Waltz was a strong supporter of "bipolar order as stable." In their 1964 article, 
"Multipolar Systems and International Stability," Karl Deutsch and David Singer saw multipolarity as 
guaranteeing a higher level of stability. 
In "Goodbye Hegemony," Simon Reich and Richard Ned Lebow (2014) question whether a global 
system without a hegemon would be more unstable and prone to war. However, whatever system the 
world is likely to witness in the coming days, let us hope that it is in the best interests of humanity 
and will make the lives of the people on this planet peaceful and prosperous. 
 

SECTION – B 
 
Q.5) a) The golden era of Indian diaspora. 
 
Answer: 
Indians have a long history of migration throughout the world. People from Punjab, Rajasthan,Gujarat, 
and the cities of Delhi, Allahabad, and Bombay migrated to Central Asia in the mid-sixteenth century. 
It was known as the "Indian Merchant Diaspora."The Indian diaspora is of enormous strategic 
importance. The diaspora has challenged traditional foreign policy approaches that emphasise 
bilateral state-to-state relations. The diaspora is Increasingly seen as a soft power tool with 
enormous strategic value. The Indian leadership has been  strengthening and engaging with the 
diaspora. On the occasion of Bhartiya Pravasi Divas, January 9,2022: External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar said, 'Diaspora achievements are a source of pride for us, and our emotional bond grows 
stronger with each passing day. 
 
Diaspora played a very important role in India’s freedom struggle: 
There were many Indians working in North America, different European countries, East Asian 
countries, and so on. These individuals encouraged revolutionaries to mobilise people, money, 
resources, and support from host countries in order to fight colonialism. Shyamji Krishna Varma, Lala 
Har Dayal, Madam Cama, Rash Behari Bose, Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, and others are well-known. 
These great leaders inspired the Indian diaspora, and people sacrificed everything so that 
revolutionaries could fight, buy arms, and erect armies to fight the British and free India. 
From ‘brain drain’ to ‘brain gain’: 
In book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post Covid World” Former Ambassador Surendra Kumar, 
states that ‘Over the years, the average Indian's perception of the NRI has shifted dramatically. From 
the derisively labelled Not-required Indian (NRI) causing 'brain drain' to today's respectable status of 
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Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) credited with 'brain gain' and willing to pay back, there has been an 
incremental transformation, which can be attributed to the success of people of Indian origin abroad 
and efforts of successive Indian governments over the last three decades to identify the Indian 
diaspora, recognise their importance, and launch a vigorous outreach campaign.’ 
 
Economic Contribution: 
For centuries, the Indian diaspora has sent money back to India. In 2021, India received US$ 85.6 
billion in remittances, making it the world's largest recipient. These remittances have helped to 
alleviate poverty while also changing rural consumption habits. While some diaspora members, such 
as Lakshmi Mittal and the Hinduja brothers from the United Kingdom, have substantial investments in 
India, many successful diaspora members give back to their home states or alma maters. Some of 
them played key roles in the establishment of Indian Business School in Hyderabad. They can help in 
information and communications technology, education, healthcare, and research, in addition to 
trade, business, and investment. 
 
Rising political leadership of Indian origin: 
As Former Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu said, 'The presence of such a large number of elected 
representatives of Indian origin in legislatures of such a large number of countries is a clear reflection 
of the strength of the Indian values of inclusivity and assimilation, nurtured and consolidated over the 
centuries since ancient times." 
It is a source of pride that its members have served as president and prime minister on multiple 
occasions in countries such as Mauritius, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and Guyana. Even in 
developed countries such as Portugal, Ireland, and Singapore, political leaders of Indian origin have 
risen to positions of power. The Canadian Sikhs hold several cabinet positions in Canada, including 
the position of Defence Minister. Joe Biden nominated more than fifty talented Indian Americans to 
key administrative positions in the first sixty days of his presidency. 
 
Consolidating Political Power: 
According to Vinay Lal, the diaspora has recognised the value of advocacy and that as the diaspora 
gains affluence abroad, they become more "anxious" to demonstrate their influence. 
Their ability to make their presence known corresponded to India's "visibility on the global stage." 
Furthermore, for diaspora diplomacy to be effective, India must maintain good relations with that 
country. With diaspora support, India's permanent membership in the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) can become a reality. According to Article 108 of the Charter, a UN reform requires an 
affirmative vote from two-thirds of its members as well as support from the five permanent members. 
 
Diaspora: South Asia and Southeast Asia: 
As stated by S. Vard Ranjan (social constructivism)-Engage with Diaspora at all levels and not just 
elites focusing on strengthening diplomatic ties. 
The large populations of Indian expatriates in countries like Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore present 
an opportunity to nurture a growing, mutual relationship. 
 
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas: 
The annual Pravasi Bharatiya Divas and the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman, which honours diaspora 
achievers, have been thoughtful policy initiatives to connect with and generate goodwill with the 
Indian diaspora. The creation of a separate line at the airport for incoming OCI card holders has been 
widely praised. 
 
Promoting the rich cultural heritage: 
Many of them are outstanding brand ambassadors for India, preserving, nurturing, and promoting the 
country's rich cultural heritage and traditions, as well as enthusiastically celebrating Indian festivals. 
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This phenomenon is manifested in thousands of dance and music schools, as well as yoga teaching 
centres. Their religious, cultural, emotional, and spiritual ties, as well as Indian values, drive them to 
organise donations and relief material whenever a natural disaster strikes India. They also campaign 
and press their governments to take a pro-Indian stance, as many Indian Americans did for the lifting 
of sanctions imposed on India after it conducted nuclear tests in 1998 and the signing of the Civil 
Nuclear Agreement between the two countries in 2005. 
Former External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha said, “People of Indian origin are extremely 
important sources of support for the Indian Government in the execution of its policies through the 
influence and respect they command in the countries in which they live," 
Diasporic populations have become an increasingly important factor in international politics over the 
years. The Indian diaspora, for their part, possesses many of the success factors — they are a "model 
minority," they are prosperous, and they are growing in number. Many of them are willing to exert 
influence in electoral politics and are involved in multinational corporations, making them highly 
visible. This creates an ideal environment for India to aggressively exploit its potential. 
Today, while the diaspora has more potential to contribute to India's growth story, their success 
will also be influenced by the Indian government's schemes, policies, and outreach activities aimed 
at them. Poor schemes combined with ineffective implementation will stymie the diaspora's 
contribution to growth. 
The home country may not always benefit from having a large diaspora. Negative publicity and 
foreign funding for separatist movements like the Khalistan movement have been a problem for 
India. The Indian government must exercise caution when dealing with these delicate issues that 
might jeopardise state security while continuing its engagement with the diaspora as part of its 
foreign policy. 
The diaspora has plenty of room to contribute, as a large portion of India's foreign policy aims to 
translate partnerships into benefits for important projects like Swachh Bharat, Clean Ganga, 
Make in India, Digital India, and Skill India. Since a nation's own "ambassadors" are insufficient 
and ineffective, the diaspora can step up and represent India. 
It is crucial to realise the potential of the diaspora because they can supply the necessary strategic 
impulse. The focus of the current administration on the diaspora is appropriate given that it 
benefits India strategically. 
 
b) Rivalry and cooperation in India-Iran relationship. 
 
Answer: 
From the time of the Persian Empire and Indian kingdoms, India and Iran have had close historical 
ties. Iran is an important neighbouring country to India, and the two countries shared a border 
until India’s partition and independence in 1947. 
 
In the absence of permission to use the land route through Pakistan, Iran is also important to India 
because it provides an alternate route of connectivity to Afghanistan and Central Asian republics. 
However, India Iran relations have seen ups and downs over the decades, such as the suspension 
of oil imports from Iran after May 2019 due to US sanctions imposed following the revocation of 
the Iran nuclear deal, India’s’ close relations with Israel, and Iran’s’ ties with China, including the 
signing of a 25-year strategic partnership agreement. In book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post 
Covid World” former India Ambassador to Iran KC Singh, states that ‘this realignment of the cold 
war, which put Pakistan at its centre and India's regional adversary, at the centre, hampered relations 
between India and Iran for the next two decades.’ 
 
Issues: 
There are other thorny issues, such as Iran backed Houthis in Yemen launching drone attacks on 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, both close partners of India, and Iran’s statement on the repeal of 

Page 28 of 58

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

Article 370 of the Indian Constitution. According to Kabir Taneja, among divergences on critical 
issues like Kashmir, Pakistan and Taliban, strategic partnership between India and Iran is hyped. 
Iran, on the other hand, has not taken kindly to India bowing to international pressure and 
imposing sanctions on Iran. Iran and India have previously worked together on Afghanistan, and 
Iran’s role as a viable direct land route to Afghanistan is undeniable. In the future, India and Iran 
have the potential to forge a common and effective policy of engagement with Afghanistan. 
 
Iran nuclear deal: 
The Iran nuclear deal, which is currently at an impasse, represents the next opportunity for India 
and Iran to come together. Since April 2021, eight rounds of talks in Vienna have produced no 
positive results. Any hopes for a quick resolution were dashed when the IAEA announced on June 6 
that it had adopted a resolution formally criticising Iran for its lack of cooperation. Russia and 
China opposed the resolution, which was supported by the United States, the United Kingdom, 
France, and Germany. On the same day, the Terrorist Financing Targeting Centre (TFTC), a 
coalition of countries led by the United States and the Gulf states, sanctioned three members of 
Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-Qods Force (IRGC-QF). 
 
The International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC): 
Ambassador Dinkar Srivastav: Iran is also a gateway to Afghanistan for India, bypassing Pakistan. 
Hence, it is of great strategic advantage for India. He further adds that Iran’s proximity to Taliban 
makes it a potential stabilizer in the region. 
Aims to connect India, Iran, Afghanistan, Russia, Central Asia, and Europe via multi-modal 
transportation, drastically reducing goods transit time. Although some of it has been 
operationalized, its full potential has not been realised due to sanctions imposed on Iran. India and 
Iran could play a significant role in providing INSTC with the necessary boost to reap the benefits 
of resulting trade. 
 
Iran-Oman-India gas pipeline: 
The Iran-Oman-India gas pipeline is another ambitious project that has been stalled for quite 
some time. Iran and Oman signed an agreement to develop two gas pipelines and an oil field along 
their maritime borders. If this goes through, the pipeline could be extended to India, helping to 
compensate for the failure of the Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) pipeline and facilitating natural gas 
supply to India. 
 
Challenges: 

1. US sanctions complicate India's economic and geopolitical priorities with Iran. India's 
engagement with Iran has coincided with New Delhi's strengthening cooperation with the 
US and its regional allies. 

2. Mr. Zarif has said that an Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan is a security threat for India and 
Iran and an existential threat for Pakistan, and as neighbours, India and Iran have cause to 
worry. Iran's desire to emerge as an Islamic world leader prevents Tehran from supporting 
India against Pakistan on issues such as Kashmir in international forums such as the 
Organization for Islamic Cooperation (OIC), where Iran has expressed concerns and 
apprehensions about Indian military action in Jammu and Kashmir. 

3. Iran's friendly engagement with both China and Pakistan fuels its own balancing act with 
India at a time when the India-Pakistan relationship has deteriorated and India remains 
sceptical of China's growing presence in South Asia. Since the US reimposed sanctions on 
Iran in 2018, Chinese and European companies that won the bid to supply equipment for 
the development of Chabahar. Shyam Saran has also suggested that India should monitor 
ties between China and Iran but must guard against hasty conclusions. 
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4. Iran has historically been a key energy exporter to India and a potential corridor to 
markets in Afghanistan and Central Asia, making it an important economic partner for 
Delhi. 

 
Way Forward: 
In words of Jawaharlal Nehru, "Few people have been more closely related in origin and throughout 
history than the people of India and the people of Iran" 

1. India has actively engaged with Iran to secure energy sources, recognising that Iran is the 
most viable option in this regard given India's geographic proximity. Despite both 
countries' efforts to increase defence engagement, tangible results of such cooperation 
have been limited due to US pressure on India to halt such cooperation with Tehran.  

2. In recent years, the Chabahar project has been one of the most important aspects of India-
Iran relations. However, due to US sanctions and pressures, India's investment in this port 
will be fraught with complications, despite a waiver from the US. India and Iran share a 
common interest in improving connectivity to Central Asia, which is why they are keen on 
developing Chabahar port. 

3. Both countries are also concerned about the stability and security of South Asia, as any 
vulnerability in the region's security architecture would have a negative impact on both 
countries' economic interests. The two countries also share a position on the importance 
of maritime security and have developed mechanisms to achieve this goal through forums 
such as the IORA. 

4. While India engages with Iran, it has also insisted on engagement and cooperation with 
several Gulf states, including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. India's 
engagement with Israel also reflects New Delhi's desire to remain neutral in the Iranian 
Israeli conflict. Although India maintains its traditional support for the Palestinian cause, it 
is clear from Prime Minister Narendra Modi's and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
visits that Tel Aviv and New Delhi share a strong desire to establish a prudent partnership. 

5. India has been under constant US pressure to maintain its engagement with Iran. India has 
also expressed a desire to strengthen ties with the USA. India's growing concern about 
China's growing presence in the Indian Ocean region also remains unsettling for New 
Delhi, drawing it closer to the US. The India-Iran relationship is overshadowed in this 
regard by Tehran's and New Delhi's respective relations with other major powers such as 
the United States and China. 

 
c) Recent hurdles and opportunities in India- Nepal relations. 
 
Answer: 
On June 17, India and Nepal celebrated 75 years of diplomatic relations. India and Nepal have a 
unique friendship and cooperation relationship marked by open borders and deep-rooted people-to-
people kinship and cultural contacts. There is a long history of free movement of people across 
borders. India and Nepal share deep social, cultural, strategic, political, and economic ties that have 
been forged over many centuries The two neighbours have multidimensional and dense relationships, 
but they are also chaotic and fraught with contradictions. 
 
Historical Context: 
India has been a constant in every major political development in Nepal. India was a direct participant 
in the 1950 democratic movement that overthrew the autocratic Rana regime, the 1990 people's 
movement that established multiparty democracy, and the 2006 Jana Andolan (people's movement)-
II, which resulted in the monarchy's overthrow. First-generation Nepalese leaders fought for Indian 
independence alongside Indian contemporaries such as Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi. 
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Neighbourhood First Policy: 
C. Rajmohan and S. D. Muni argue that for India ‘achieving the objective of becoming one of the 
principal powers of Asia will depend entirely on India’s ability to manage its own neighbourhood.’ 
The 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship, sought by Nepali authorities in 1949 to maintain the special 
links it had with British India, and which provides for an open border and the right to work for Nepali 
nationals, is viewed as evidence of an unequal relationship and an Indian imposition. 
The 1950 Treaty also gives India complete control over Nepal's military equipment supply. Nepal 
attempted to avoid India by importing arms from elsewhere but was met with harsh consequences 
such as economic blockades along its border with India. 
 
Kalapani and Map Issues: 
In book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post Covid World” former India Ambassador to Nepal Ranjit 
Rae, states that, India must deal with the problem posed by China's growing influence. In order to 
accomplish this, we must intensify and improve our own project implementation efforts. In order to 
strengthen the integration of the two economies for mutual benefit, we must expedite the 
development of Nepal's hydropower potential, including through collaboration with third parties. 
In the Treaty of Sugauli, signed in 1816. The Kali River formed the boundary, and Nepal was to the 
east. The point of contention is the origin of Kali. The long-standing territorial dispute over Kalapani, 
a sliver of land near the India-Nepal border, close to the Lipulekh Pass on the India-China border, 
which is one of the approved points for border trade and the route for the Kailash-Mansarovar yatra 
in Tibet. 
Nepal amended its constitution under Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli to include the 
disputed territories of Kalapani, Limpiyadhura, and Lipulekh in a map of Nepal. 
On November 2, 2019, the Survey of India released a new political map (eighth edition) to reflect the 
change in the status of Jammu and Kashmir as two Union Territories. Nepal lodged a protest even 
though the map made no changes to the border between India and Nepal. 
 
Chinese Influence: 
Shashank Shukla said “If China succeeds in replacing India as the key economic as well as security 
partner for Nepal… it would have breached the Himalayan borders that separate the Indian mainland 
from China.” 
China's primary interest in Nepal has always been driven by concerns about Tibet. Nepal re-
established and re-shaped ties with China as a potential counterweight to India. For Nepal, China is a 
potential supplier of goods and assistance that the country requires to recover its economy. Given the 
strategic weight differences between China and Nepal, China may use security diplomacy to intervene 
in Nepal's internal affairs. 
 
Energy security: 
Nepal has turned into an energy surplus country. Energy trade is mutually beneficial to both 
countries. The trade allows Nepal to sell its excess energy while also allowing it to reduce its growing 
trade deficit with India. It also ends Nepal's asymmetric energy dependence on India. Nepal obtains all 
its fossil fuel energy from India. 
According to the International Energy Association, India's energy demand will rise by 35% by 2030. 
India's pledge to achieve net-zero emissions by 2070 at COP26 complicates the country's energy 
needs. India is looking for a sizable supply of clean and renewable energy as it moves away from coal. 
In this situation, Nepal's additional supply might be able to close the gap for India. 
Eminent Persons’ Group (EPG): 
Nepal and India had formed an eight-member (four from each country) Eminent Persons’ Group (EPG) 
in 2016. The Group was tasked to study outstanding issues in India-Nepal relations and offer 
suggestions for the way forward. 
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Way forward: 
1. Putting a stop to territorial nationalism's rhetoric and setting the stage for a private 

discussion where both parties must show tact as they discuss the specifics of a "special 
relationship" reset are urgently needed today. In the twenty-first century, "neighbourhood 
first" will have a better chance of succeeding in a normal relationship where India can be a 
generous partner. 

2. It is even more important to balance these relations because Nepal is more dependent on 
India than India in Nepal. Increased trade and economic activity must take precedence if 
India is to become more dependent on Nepal. The key to resetting relations between the 
neighbours is Nepal and India's interdependence. 

3. In addition to participating actively in several significant multilateral forums like BBIN 
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal), BIMSTEC, NAM, and SAARC to advance their shared 
interests, more emphasis should be placed on increasing air, road, train, and waterway 
connectivity. 

4. Nepal first turns to India for assistance when a crisis arises. For instance, India was the first 
nation to aid Nepal in receiving the COVID-19 vaccine and the first to offer assistance during 
the devastating earthquake in 2015. 

5. India also has a significant impact on Nepal's sociocultural problems. Nepal and India have 
many similarities with one another in terms of religion, culture, and "roti-beti" (food and 
marriage) ties. The important religious locations for Buddhists and Hindus extend across the 
border. It would be difficult for anyone to distinguish between Indians and Nepalis in border 
areas. A large portion of Nepalis grew up regularly watching Bollywood movies. Cricket is 
adored in both countries. 

 
d) India and Africa: Shared destiny. 
 
Answer: 
The historical links between India and Africa have experienced a revival in recent years, and there are 
compelling reasons to believe that the partnership will be mutually beneficial. In fact, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's government has made moves in recent years, particularly during the COVID-19 
pandemic, that indicate India's intention to become Africa's largest partner. In book “India’s Foreign 
Policy in the Post Covid World” former Indian High Commissioner to South Africa Ruchi 
Ghanshyam, states that, ‘India can work with Africa to help it meet its infrastructure needs, 
particularly in areas like lowering data costs and expanding fixed-line broadband access, encouraging 
business ventures in tech ecosystems, and equipping Africans with the skills necessary for the digital 
transformation. According to India's National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence, developing and 
emerging nations could use the Indian ecosystem as an "Al garage.’ 
 
Colonial History: 
Suhasini Haider in her article “India Africa:  Beyond Summit” suggested that for many African 
countries, India doesn’t represent just a ‘white knight’ or trading partner; it represents a country with 
similar problems, tropical climate, and challenges of poverty and disease, but has overcome many of 
these challenges through low- cost innovations. 
India has a long history of partnership with Africa, dating back to the early 1920s, when both regions 
were fighting against colonial rule and oppression. The Indian freedom movement had an 
internationalist perspective; many Indian nationalists saw the struggle for independence as part of a 
global anti-imperialist movement. After gaining independence, India became a leading advocate for 
African decolonization at the United Nations. Despite being extremely poor after two centuries of 
colonial exploitation, independent India sought to share its limited resources with African countries 
under the banner of South-South cooperation. 
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In words of Nelson Mandela, ‘there has been a golden thread that has bound our peoples together for 
many, many decades - a thread woven during the long, arduous, and bitter years of struggle against 
common enemies: racism, imperialism and colonialism.’ 
 
India’s Initiatives: 
In 1964, India launched the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programmed to 
provide technical assistance to other developing countries through human resource development, 
with African countries the greatest beneficiaries of it and the Special Commonwealth African 
Assistance Programme (SCAAP). 
India now has a strategy with clear guiding principles and areas of focus, based on a growing trade 
and investment portfolio. The private sector plays an important role in this strategy, particularly in 
skill and capacity-building initiatives, health care, agriculture, and the digital revolution. 
 
Net Security Provider: 
India has also assumed the role of ‘Net security provider’ in Indian ocean and built up its credentials 
as the first responder as in times of crisis in the Indian Ocean region. India is also taking important 
initiatives to protects its interest in Indian ocean like Indian Ocean Naval symposium (IONS), SAGAR, 
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). 
 
India's trade and investment in the region: 
The continent's large working-age population, growing middle class, and significant share of services 
are all ingredients for value-added trade and investment relationships. Consumer-driven goods such 
as agribusiness, apparel and clothing, pharmaceuticals, and automotive components are opportunities 
for India's foreign direct investment (FDI), while Africa, through the African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement (AfCFTA), is putting in place the necessary origin rules to ensure their optimization. 
Importantly, experts anticipate that the African Continental Free Trade Agreement, which is already 
in place, will increase levels of trade and investment, value chain development, and industrialization 
throughout the region. 
 
India's FDI flows to Africa: 
India's FDI flows to Africa are currently concentrated in the services sector, which accounts for nearly 
75 percent of the total. Increased FDI by Indian firms in the manufacturing sector could catalyse the 
development of value chains by providing foreign capital and technical know-how. 
Healthcare sector and COVID-19 vaccine diplomacy: 
In the wake of Covid-19 crisis, India provided medical assistance to 25 African countries. In addition, 
India provided e-ITEC training on the pandemic to African healthcare professionals. 
In the post-Covid world, the India-Africa relationship will be a vibrant partnership between the two 
continents, driven by the idea of growing together as equals and focusing on capacity building, 
development cooperation, and economic and technological initiatives. As the world recovers from the 
pandemic, India and Africa will emerge as twin growth engines, elevating their multifaceted 
partnership to new heights. 
 
Medical tourism: 
Specifically, India has emerged as a desirable destination for "medical tourism." African tourists 
visiting the country for medical treatment have nearly tripled in the last decade, rising from 5.4 
percent of total tourist visits in 2010 to 15.4 percent in 2019. To achieve universal health coverage, 
continued collaboration between Indian health care providers and African partners is required, 
ranging from capacity building to hospital establishment and investment in telemedicine. This 
ecosystem is what will keep India as a partner of choice for Africa when it comes to the health sector. 
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Sharing of legal and technological advances: 
African governments should learn from the rollout and implementation of India's biometric digital 
identification programme, Aadhar. If properly implemented, digital identity can promote good 
governance by establishing clear institutional mandates and accountability mechanisms, among other 
things. Furthermore, the sharing of legal and technological advances in digital identity may help to 
anchor Africa's optimization of digital services trade and integration, an area in which India is 
regarded as a world leader. 
 
Way forward: 
In words of Minister of External Affairs S. Jaishankar, Africa is considered a foreign policy priority 
by India.”  India’s support to Africa has always been without any conditionalities or hidden agenda. 

1. capacity-building initiatives, lines of credit, grant support, small development projects, 
technical consultation, disaster relief and humanitarian assistance, and military cooperation 
have been key pillars of India's development partnership with Africa. 

2. The India Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) initiative has played an important role 
in skilling Africa over the years. Since its inception in 1964, ITEC has been an essential 
component of India-Africa cooperation. Indeed, the African continent now receives the most 
funding from the ITEC programme. In 2019, India launched the first e-ITEC pilot course for 
two African countries. 

3. Since the outbreak of the pandemic, the e-ITEC has taken on new significance. To meet the 
demands of a changing time, new and innovative courses such as big data analytics, urban 
infrastructure management, World Trade Organization (WTO)-related themes, and solar 
technology were introduced organically. Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's leadership, 
India has placed a strong emphasis on defence manufacturing over the last eight years. Africa 
stands to benefit greatly from indigenous Indian defence technology, which may also boost 
India's defence manufacturing. 

 
e) India and WTO @27 and beyond 
 
Answer: 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) is presently experiencing what is arguably its most turbulent 
period in its 26-year history. Over the past almost ten years, both developed, and some developing 
countries have attacked its architecture, structure, and guiding principles. The Covid-19 pandemic's 
onset and its catastrophic impact on the world economy will inevitably complicate WTO dynamics. To 
a greater or lesser extent, all nations and industries have suffered. However, it has had a significant 
impact on nations' psyches beyond just the numbers. Every nation is coping in its own unique way 
with the instability of excessive interdependence brought on by the recent wave of indiscriminate, 
unrestrained globalisation. 
 
In the book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post Covid World” former Ambassador Anjali Prasad, 
states that, ‘After many years, India was able to secure a favourable outcome at the WTO, despite a 
significant international campaign against our farmers and fishermen. The Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) decision will improve vaccine equity, accessibility, and 
affordability in the global fight against the Covid19. It will make it simpler to obtain permission to 
produce patented vaccines, and India will be able to do so for both domestic consumption and 
export.’ 
 
Present situation: moving toward globalisation: 
The global downturn of 2007-2008, on the one hand, and the relative resilience and rise of so-called 
"large" developing countries, on the other, appear to have been the catalyst. Among these was one 
that was perceived to have manipulated the WTO system to become the world's top manufacturing 
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and trading nation. This perception has recently led to calls for reform of the unfair trading system.' 
The underlying narrative is that 'we cannot have free and open trade if some countries exploit the 
system at the expense of others.' 
 
The 'Reform Agenda: 
This push for ‘reform' of the multilateral trading system based on the so-called 'large' or 'advanced 
developing country' narrative is highly unlikely. Developing countries such as India, the African 
Group, Bolivia, Cuba, and, in the case of S&D treatment, China. Under the guise of "strengthening and 
modernising the WTO"; "creating an undifferentiated WTO"; and others, an attempt is being made to 
weaken or even demolish the fundamental principles of consensus, special and differential treatment 
for developing countries, and the dispute settlement architecture. 
 
New Issues: 
New initiatives are far more intrusive in a country's economic policy space, with far more serious 
consequences than border measures. For example, on MSMEs, the rules will apply to subnational 
entities, whereas multilateral trade rules were designed to operate between nations. During the 
General Council meetings in October, November, and December 2015, India voted against a draught 
Ministerial Declaration on MSMEs. 
 
The Unfinished Doha Agenda: 
Aside from the ‘reform' agenda and the 'new issues,' there are the pending issues already under 
negotiation (the Doha Development Agenda [DDA] issues), where demander developing countries, 
including India, are attempting to level the playing field in the Uruguay Round, which had previously 
been tilted in favour of the developed countries. 
 
The Secretariat: Neutral or 'Surrogate Proponent’: 
The role of the WTO Secretariat cannot be overlooked in this scenario. Over the last few years, the 
Secretariat has played a highly partisan, proactive role, circumvented rules and making processes 
difficult, particularly for the less powerful, undermining the organization's member-driven character. 
Existential Crisis: It would not be an exaggeration to say that the WTO, as it was established in 1995, 
is facing a serious existential crisis for the first time in its twenty-six years. In these circumstances, 
India may require a strategy reset in relation to its interlocutors, the Secretariat, and negotiating 
interests. 
 
India in the WTO: 
Despite its small and relatively stable share of global merchandise trade (around 2% from 1948 to 
2019) and commercial services trade (about 3 per cent in 2019). "Since its inception, India has been a 
major player in the multilateral trading system." This could be due to two factors. 
Strong but vulnerable-The first reason is its large and rapidly expanding market. India has over 1.37 
billion people, accounting for one out of every six people on the planet. Regardless of its small share 
of global trade, India's market potential makes it a commercially important member of the WTO. And, 
despite recent developments toward neo-globalization, this position is likely to persist. 
The second reason is its historical credibility with many developing countries. India, like every other 
member, is required for the WTO to reach a decision. Many developing and small economies look to 
members like India to protect the rules-based system's integrity. This is not to say that India can 
claim to be a world leader. 
 
Negotiating Alliances: 
Alliance negotiations in the WTO are not always along 'developed developing' lines, but are 
determined by a complex set of factors. In general, developed and 'developed developing countries', 
such as Singapore, are lumped together. However, for many developing countries and LDCs, factors 
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such as bilateral proximity to the proponents, reliance through preferential trading arrangements, 
historical relations, current geopolitical dynamics, and the regime in power all play a role. 
Furthermore, various sub-categories of developing countries and LDCs have been established, such as 
small and vulnerable economies (SVEs), net food importing developing countries (NFIDCs), and 
others. 
 
The Covid-19 Impact: 
The developed countries' demand for liberalisation of developing country markets in health products 
and agriculture, as well as the prohibition of agricultural export restrictions, would have a negative 
impact on their food and health security. The push for new digital trade rules would severely limit, if 
not completely close, policy space in the digital sector before developing countries even entered it. 
On the other hand, obtaining the directly pandemic-related TRIPS waiver is a challenge. 
'Aatma Nirbhar Bharat' is India's response to the deindustrialising, dehumanising, and inequitable 
globalisation. Unfortunately, it has taken a pandemic to bring this to light not only in India, but 
around the world. India must also take immediate steps to boost domestic production. 
 
WTO 12th Ministerial Conference: 
Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs and Food & Public Distribution and 
Textiles, Shri Goyal said, India’s motto of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ echoes in the WTO, India not 
only raised its issues but raised the issues of other developing countries, Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs), poor & vulnerable with sensitivity and fought bravely for their cause. 
After many years, India was able to secure a favourable outcome at the WTO, despite a significant 
international campaign against our farmers and fishermen. The Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights (TRIPS) decision will improve vaccine equity, accessibility, and affordability in the 
global fight against the Covid19. It will make it simpler to obtain permission to produce patented 
vaccines, and India will be able to do so for both domestic consumption and export. 
 
Conclusion: 
Currently, the WTO is going through its most challenging period in history. The membership and 
Secretariat will need to strike a balance between developing country and least developed country 
demands for development policy space, particularly food and health security, and the push for purely 
commercial gains by developed country. The trust gap will grow if developing nations are unable to 
protect even the most fundamental of their interests and believe that the Secretariat is complicit in 
their failure. Unluckily, this will make the WTO weaker. 
India has a significant role to play in protecting the interests of developing countries because it sits at 
the high table during the negotiations. However, given the alliance dynamics in the WTO, India may 
frequently need to speak as the lone powerful voice with a small number of allies. Even so, despite 
alleged geopolitical backchannel pressures, we shouldn't be seen as retreating. A red line is one that is 
based on the interests of the nation and other developing countries. We shouldn't be afraid to take 
criticism from even the most powerful interlocutors for maintaining our red lines. The WTO's lights 
have previously gone out and then come back on. They will continue to turn on and off in the future. 
However, if India backtracks on fundamental and life-or-death issues, it could cause irreparable harm 
to our developing and LDC constituencies as well as our sizable and vulnerable domestic 
constituency, which places its trust in us and sends its negotiators to speak up on its behalf. The 
possibility that the powerful need India more than India needs them should give us courage. 
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Q.6) a) "Central Asia has been a region of continuous engagement with India since human 
civilization began." Highlight the fraternity forever' element and India's renewed interest in 
enhancing cooperation in the region 
 
Answer: 
From the third century BC to the fifteenth century AD, when the sea route from Europe to India was 
discovered, India had historical and civilizational ties with Central Asia via the Silk Route. The Silk 
Road connected the two regions not only for the transportation of goods such as silk, textiles, spices, 
and so on, but also for the exchange of ideas, religion, and philosophy. Buddhism spread from India to 
Central Asia, and from there to West China in the modern Xinjiang region. After losing his kingdom in 
the Fergana Valley, Babar came to India to try his luck and laid the groundwork for the great Mughal 
Empire. 
 
In book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post Covid World” former Ambassador Vinod Kumar, states 
that, Connectivity should be another area of focus in the coming years. India should also look into 
connecting with Central Asia and beyond through the Chabahar Port using existing and proposed rail 
networks through northern Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. Rather than being overly concerned with the 
connectivity projects of other countries, we should focus on projects of interest to us. We should 
work son and promote the INSTC to make it seem more attractive and involve the Central Asian 
countries in the Chabahar Port. 
 
Five Central Asian Republics: 
Halford John Mackinder in his article “The Geographical Pivot of History” propounded “Heartland 
theory.” According to Heartland Theory one who rules Eurasia commands the Heartland; one who 
rules the Heartland commands the World-Island. 
Global chessboard-Central Asia has also been called “the global chessboard.” In recent times, the 
“New Great Game” in Central Asia is characterised by fierce competition between various states all 
aiming to increase their influence, hegemony and power over the region. 
When the five Central Asian republics gained independence in the 1990s, India faced the dual 
challenges of adjusting to the emerging post-cold war order and domestic economic reform. With the 
passage of time, India's foreign policy shifted to place a greater emphasis on engagement with India's 
extended neighbourhood, which included Central Asia. 
These five republics were not confident in their financial and economic viability as newly independent 
states. They are all landlocked but have turned this Faultline into an asset by constructing a web of 
roads, railways, highways, and oil and gas pipelines crisscrossing from East to West and North to 
South to connect industrial hubs with consumer markets. In recent years, highways and railroads 
have been built from the east. 
 
Problems faced by Central Asian Republics: 
Religious extremism, fundamentalism, and drug trafficking all pose threats to these societies and 
regional stability. Water, security, the environment, and migration are all pressing issues. Afghanistan 
is posing new narco-terrorism threats to the region. The region is described as a "arena of great 
game" in which Russia, China, the United States, Turkey, Iran, Europe, the European Union, Japan, 
Pakistan, India, and Afghanistan all have significant security and economic stakes. 
The fact that India lacks a common land border with any of these states has been a major impediment 
to promoting and expanding ties. Pakistan does not permit direct routes to Afghanistan or Central 
Asia. As a result, China is the time-consuming and costly transit land route for trade. To improve 
connectivity, India has made significant progress by signing a trilateral agreement for the renovation 
of Chabahar port, the development of the International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC) 
and joining the Ashgabat Agreement. The membership of India in both the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) and the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) promises to bridge this gap. 
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In recent years, India and Central Asian countries have rapidly solidified their strategic engagement in 
addressing emerging challenges, based on mutual trust, understanding, and a shared vision of 
security and progress for both sides' peoples. Many a times Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
highlighted the strategic importance of the growing partnership while reinvigorating historical, social, 
and cultural ties. 
The recent summit in 2022 envisioned an ambitious roadmap for the coming years and focused on a 
concrete action plan to strengthen the strategic partnership even further. The proposal to establish 
an "India-Central Asia Centre" in New Delhi to serve as the Secretariat for the biannual India-Central 
Asia Summit is a watershed decision toward strengthening institutional collaboration. The proposal to 
establish a "India-Central Asia Parliamentary Forum" to facilitate robust deliberations between these 
countries' legislatures reflected the increased activism. Concurrently, the two sides agreed to 
organise several activities to commemorate the 30th anniversary of diplomatic relations, including 
the issuance of joint postal stamps. All these decisions are significant and clearly demonstrate the 
breadth of socio-politico economic synergy. 
Prime Minister Modi, while hosting the summit, outlined three major objectives for the event— 
“First, to make it clear that cooperation between India and Central Asia is essential for regional 
security and prosperity. From Indian point of view, Central Asia is central to India’s vision of an 
integrated and stable extended neighbourhood. The second objective is to give an effective structure 
to our cooperation. This will establish a framework of regular interactions at different levels and 
among various stakeholders. And the third objective is to create an ambitious roadmap for our 
cooperation.” 
 
Energy Sector: 
The India-CAR partnership is heavily focused on mutual benefits, security, development, and 
transparency. One significant factor defining the significance of their relationships in the role of 
energy resources. The region, known as the "second Middle East" is rich in energy resources, with 16 
major sedimentary basins. India's energy interests will inevitably expand as the country's economy 
grows. This reality has prompted India to include the energy dimension in its foreign and security 
policy. This complicates its relationship with the CAR. While geoeconomics is an important 
component of the India-CAR relationship, geopolitics is also involved. 
 
Trade and Connectivity: 
According to Rhea Menon and Sharanya Rajiv, Geography has placed Central Asia at the nexus of 
crucial political and economic transformations for centuries. 
Another area of cooperation is the development of mutual connectivity to improve trade and 
commerce between India and Central Asian countries in the context of landlocked geographical 
terrain and insufficient overland connectivity facilities. The two parties agreed to use the Shahid 
Beheshti Terminal at the Chabahar Port to facilitate trade connectivity. A JWG has also been formed 
for this purpose to streamline the connectivity process. It was also decided to make the best use of 
the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and the Ashgabat Agreement on 
International Transport and Transit Corridor (ITTC) to enhance connectivity between India and the 
Central Asian countries. 
The Central Asian leaders expressed interest in the Indian initiative "One Sun, One World, One Grid," 
which aims to promote global interconnected solar energy infrastructure and has strong affinities 
with India. – International Solar Association (ISA) led by France. 
 
COVID-19 and Health Sector: 
Concerning the COVID-19 pandemic, the leaders urged bolstering collective efforts to combat the 
health threat. The Summit emphasised the importance of "extensive vaccination, vaccine supply, 
technology transfer, local production capacity development, promotion of supply chains for medical 
products, and ensuring price transparency." The Central Asian leaders' appreciation for PM Modi's 

Page 38 of 58

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

"One Earth, One Health" approach represented the strength and commitment of the evolving 
relations in the health paradigm. 
 
Roadblock in Central Asia and India Relation: 
I. One challenge for India as it deals with the post-pandemic world is the loss of a friendly 
government in Afghanistan. This has increased the strategic importance of India's relations with the 
Central Asian (CA) republics. Three of them border Afghanistan: Turkmenistan to the north, 
Uzbekistan to the east, and Tajikistan to the northeast. India and Central Asia have similar concerns 
about Afghanistan. 
II. China has a long history with Central Asia. Its Central Asia trade is expected to increase to $70 
billion by 2030, from $1.5 billion in 1995. Turkmenistan's natural gas imports account for at least 10% 
of this. Central Asia is critical for China's policy toward Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
III. It is significant that Central Asia has physical connections with Russia, China, and Afghanistan but 
not with India. Given the difficulties that Pakistan causes for transit trade, the use of Iran's Chabahar 
port and the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is critical. This is also an 
alternative to the BRI-CPEC in Pakistan, and it will increase Chabahar's strategic value. As stated in 
the ICAS Delhi Declaration, this is critical for increased trade and commerce to overcome the lack of 
overland connectivity. 
IV. Due to the pandemic, the formation of interpersonal relationships has decreased, but youth 
exchanges will be promoted and Indian universities are establishing satellite campuses in Central Asia. 
More will be expected of universities and hospitals. A parliamentary exchange forum is being 
considered. Central Asia values the Indian educational system. 
 
Conclusion: 
P. S. Raghvan in his article in The Hindu titled, ’India’s pivot to Eurasia’ has highlighted importance 
of Central Asia for India in context of India’s troubled relations with neighbours. Central Asia's 
location, geographical proximity to India, and ancient ties make the region extremely relevant to 
India's strategic interests. India enjoys enormous popularity in Central Asia. The first India-Central 
Asia summit provided an important platform for both sides to revitalise and strengthen their 
relationship. It allowed for a critical assessment of what needed to be addressed to strengthen the 
India-Central Asia partnership. While the summit was a success, India's policies must be adjusted to 
maintain a consistent presence in Central Asia. However, given its limited influence in comparison to 
other major powers, it may be effective to expand its collaboration with Russia, given that both 
countries' interests are aligned. With India's economic strength and Russia's political clout, the 
partnership has enormous potential for ensuring regional security. 
 
b) Write about India's security challenges in post-covid world. 
 
Answer: 
India's security challenges extend beyond the state to include the safety and security of its 
citizens both within and outside of its borders. The gradual shift in power from the West to the 
East has created security competition among the major powers. As pointed out by Shivashankar 
Menon, Foreign policy is about Maximizing state’s interests. Thus, India’s foreign policy has also 
changed from time to time to protect itself from regional and global challenges. India's economic 
and military profile in the Indo-Pacific grows, it faces a variety of intrastate and interstate security 
challenges. The modernization of the Indian defence forces is a complex process that involves 
issues such as the balance of manpower and firepower, as well as the acquisition of weaponry from 
indigenous sources versus the import of arms. As S. Jaishankar states that, If the world is 
different, we need to think, talk and engage accordingly. Falling back to the past is unlikely to help 
with the future. 
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Security of Indian state: 
With both Pakistan and China, India has disputed borders and competing territorial claims. For 
decades, the Line of Control (LoC), a de facto border with Pakistan, and the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC), an unmarked border with China, have been contentious. The twin military challenges posed 
by China and Pakistan thus reflect critical shifts in the military capabilities and operational 
postures of these two countries. Most of the non-traditional threat to the Indian state comes from 
Pakistan, though insurgencies in north-east India also pose a military burden. In addition to 
conventional and sub-conventional threats, India faces a significant nuclear threat from Pakistan 
and China, with whom it has a long history of cooperation in nuclear technology and missile 
delivery. 
 
Attempts to change the territorial status quo: 
The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) changed the status quo along the line of actual control 
(LAC) at the same time, seeking both local tactical gains—preventing the Indian Army from 
patrolling in areas it had visited for years—and acting in ways that called into question the 
agreements, protocols, and confidence-building measures that had kept the peace. The Chinese 
actions come at a time when India is embarking on sweeping military reforms that will hasten 
India's efforts to strengthen itself. It is obvious that India-China relations will not return to pre-
conflict levels, and a higher risk of conflict must now be factored into Indian security planning.  
 
Today, the centre of gravity of world geopolitics is in the Asia-Pacific: 
External powers, particularly China, are now much more interested in the subcontinent. China has 
doubled its investment in Pakistan's defence forces and increased its military presence; it is now 
an active participant in the internal politics of Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives; and it 
has promised over US$ 100 billion in Belt and Road Initiative projects in the subcontinent to 
countries other than India. 
 
Cooperation in defence, security and intelligence has increased manifold in the last twenty 
years: 
Narendra Modi in one of his speech said “Now the times have changed; the first thing is that we no 
longer live in a bipolar world. The world is inter-connected and inter-dependent. You will have to 
connect with everybody at the same time. Even if there are two opposing countries, they will have 
to be friends.” 
While withdrawing from Afghanistan, the US is countering China with an Indo-Pacific maritime 
strategy, and India is a participant in that strategy through bilateral defence and security links and 
the Quad. 
 
Internal security concerns: 
Communal violence and crimes against people, such as rape, have increased, and this is due to 
more complete reporting of these crimes. We live in a churning society, with rapid urbanisation 
transporting people from familiar family and village to urban anonymity. Within a decade, most 
Indians will most likely be living and working in cities. Simultaneously, technology is putting new 
ideas and sights in the hands of everyone with a smartphone, and social media and the Internet 
are fuelling emotionalism and mass mobilisation on a scale unprecedented in human history. 
These raise a new set of security concerns for the Indian government. 
 
Naxalism: 
While India has learned how to counter terrorism tactically, ongoing Naxalite violence and 
communal polarisation indicate that much more needs to be done to address the social and other 
factors that enable the radicalization and recruitment of terrorists, many of whom are now 
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homegrown, as opposed to the 1980s and 1990s. As a result, it appears to me that the primary 
security challenge confronting the Indian state today is internal security. 
 
Economic security: 
We live in a globalised world where our economic security is more closely linked to and dependent 
on external factors than ever before. The external sector now accounts for more than half of our 
gross domestic product (GDP). We rely on the outside world for necessities such as technology 
and capital. energy. Simultaneously, technology has obliterated borders and weakened 
sovereignties. Small groups have been empowered by the Internet and communications 
technology, which has weakened the state's monopoly on violence and enabled new modes of 
social and other mobilisation for good or ill. The new domain of cyberspace has its own set of rules 
that are distinct from those of other domains. For example, unlike in the nuclear domain, 
deterrence in cyberspace is ineffective due to the speed of attack. 
 
Militarization of Space: 
While space militarization progressed quickly, space weaponization was avoided. Because space 
weaponization was avoided during the Cold War, it does not necessarily follow that it will be avoided 
in a new era of asymmetric warfare. Although we can improve satellite protection against some 
threats, satellites will continue to be easy targets for space weapons designed to kill on impact. 
 
Climate change; new security threats: 
Climate change and its potentially devastating consequences are an example of new security 
threats that not only cross borders, but also threaten citizens' daily lives as much as the state's, 
necessitating action not only by several states, but also by society and citizens across borders. 
Climate change, energy security, and other non-traditional security threats would rank far higher 
in this calculation than they have in the past. 
 
Maritime security: 
India is a maritime nation not only by historical tradition, but also by geophysical configuration and 
geopolitical circumstances that make it as reliant on the seas as any island nation. With its maritime 
states and island territories, India likely has more seafaring people than most European countries. 
India's maritime security challenges span the spectrum from low-intensity conflict and piracy to 
major power strategic contests. Given its distinct geography and the shift in global maritime focus 
from the Atlantic-Pacific combine to the Indo-Pacific continuum, the Indian Ocean Region has grown 
in importance in India's national security calculus in the post-Cold War and, more recently, post-
September 11th eras. Increased activity in the Indian Ocean region because of increased regional and 
global trade in goods, ideas, people, and resources has created new maritime security challenges. 
 
Conclusion: 
Since the time of Nehru, who was motivated by the ideals of global peace, tolerance, and respect 
among nations, national interest has been the guiding principle of India's foreign policy. Even today, 
India's strategy of strategic autonomy, assertive diplomacy, prominence of the diaspora, and role in 
the Indo-Pacific are intended to secure three main goals of Indian foreign policy: preservation of 
India's territorial integrity and independence of foreign policy; promotion of global peace and 
security; and economic development of India. MEA S. Jaishankar, speaking at the inaugural session 
of the Raisina Dialogue 2020, highlighted three goals of Indian foreign policy: 

1. A focus on key challenges through broad collaboration with many parties 
2. Managing, if not capitalising on, global contradictions 
3. Promoting our interests in a 24-hour world and contributing to global good 
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c) India's Act East policy has been in force since 2014. Examine India's Act East policy in the post-
pandemic world. 
 
Answer: 
The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic prompted many countries and regional groups to reconsider 
their national security concerns. Countries are now looking at a broader range of issues to determine 
their national interests. This has resulted in some relationships being loosened, sectoral partnerships 
being strengthened, and security perceptions being defined more broadly. 
The 'Act East' policy of India is a diplomatic initiative aimed at promoting economic, strategic, and 
cultural relations with the vast Asia-Pacific region at various levels. Since 1992, the country's eastward 
push has highlighted the region's significance in the country's contemporary international relations. 
'Act East' and its earlier incarnation, 'Look East,' are not distinct; rather, they are two sides of the 
same coin, representing two distinct but ongoing phases in India's policy toward the Asia-Pacific 
region. As stated by Former Indian Ambassador Gurjit Singh, ‘The East Asia Summit is India's most 
significant involvement as part of its Act East Policy. The East Asia Summit is significant because it 
convenes the top regional players, together with the US and Russia, for a summit every year. The 
inclusion of India was a recognition of its Look East Policy and the balancing role vis-à-vis China.’ 
When Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the Act East policy in 2014, India's economy was 
relatively strong, and its global profile was higher than it had been in previous decades. The Act East 
Policy (AEP) of India has been in effect since 2014. It primarily covers East and Southeast Asia, as well 
as Oceania. It included ASEAN, the East Asia Summit (EAS), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) countries, 
the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical 
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). 
 
Economic relations: 
In recent years, India's economic relations with ASEAN members have grown dramatically. India and 
ASEAN have signed two trade treaties in goods and services, forming one of the world's largest trade 
zones with a market of 1.8 billion people and a combined GDP of approximately US$3 trillion. This 
included free trade agreements (FTAs), comprehensive economic partnership agreements (CEPA), the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), and emerging trilateral partnerships for 
resilient and strategic value chains. In no other region have so many diverging engagements emerged. 
Aside from that, India has vigorously pursued the Indo-Pacific and Quad concepts. Greater cohesion 
and coordinated engagement were required in 2020, coinciding with the outbreak of the pandemic. 
 
Countering China: 
China is expanding its dominance in the region through trade, investment, and development 
cooperation in order to establish economic hegemony. China has aggressively used all 
international trade rules in its favour and gone above and beyond to secure a larger share of 
economic activity in the region. It has taken advantage of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the 
Asian Investment Infrastructure Bank (AIIB). 
China's refusal to adhere to international rules and treaties has posed a threat to the regional 
order. It is clearly seeking control over maritime routes, island territories, access, and resources 
based on its own perception, such as the nine-dash line, rather than following international law. 
 
Crisis for the public health systems, is a major security challenge: 
Another source of concern and response to the pandemic is the development and distribution of 
vaccines, as well as the development of national public health capacities to deal with the 
pandemic's impact. Many countries lacked adequate medicines, protective equipment, testing 
facilities, intensive care units, and emergency hospital capacity, in addition to human capacity to 
deal with the pandemic. 
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Closing of national borders: 
The closing of national borders because of the lockdown, as well as countries' "me-first" approach 
to controlling access to critical medical supplies, harmed the region's reputation for cooperation. 
The development of vaccines by China, Russia, Europe, and India has introduced new elements of 
strategic engagement. The United States offered ASEAN 23 million vaccine doses from its global 
export of 110 million doses by August 2021, demonstrating the strategic importance of vaccines. 
Most countries are now focusing on new ways to accelerate preparedness for the pandemic and 
collaborate to reduce reliance on China-based supply chains. 
 
India’s Act East Policy: 
By 2015. Three communities within ASEAN now address political, military, economic, and 
sociocultural issues. India's interactions with ASEAN were primarily focused on economic and 
sociocultural issues, but the AEP added a more significant strategic component. India was actively 
involved when the Covid-19 pandemic hit the region hard in 2020, but it had left the RCEP in 
November 2019. This led to the perception that India's AEP was in question. 
India was initially included because of its Look East Policy and its ability to act as a counterbalance 
to China. India has taken the lead in the EAS's fight against malaria, which can be expanded into a 
larger initiative to combat pandemics and improve the region's public health capabilities and 
access to medications and equipment. The Nalanda University project was started by India as a 
component of the EAS. 
 
Impact of other organisations: 
Although ASEAN centrality was not the main issue, there are other organisations that have an 
impact on the region. The Bay of Bengal served as the focal point of the BIMSTEC, an alliance 
between South and Southeast Asia. It included every SAARC member bar the Maldives, 
Afghanistan, and Pakistan. Thailand and Myanmar are also included. It was occasionally viewed as 
a replacement for a broken SAARC. BIMSTEC overlapped with the trilateral highway project that 
India proposed to ASEAN. 
Similar to this, under India's chairmanship in 2012, the 1997-founded Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) was revitalised. The organisation gained a cohesive strategy thanks to the trilateral talks 
with Australia and Indonesia, especially in the area east of India. The resurgent IORA played a role 
in the early stages of the development of the Indo-Pacific concept, and it is now possible to 
improve coordination between India, Indonesia, and Australia. 
 
South China Sea region and Quadrilateral Security Dialogue: 
In order to counter China's hegemonic intentions in the South China Sea region, a number of 
nations had to band together on a strategic, economic, and physical level.  
One of the key elements of the Indo-Pacific framework is the revival and strengthening of the 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, also known as the Quad, between Australia, Japan, the United 
States, and India. The Quad began as a concept to balance, if not oppose, China's hegemonistic 
intentions in Southeast Asia. It is now shifting to a more functional and economic collaboration 
based on strategic considerations. 
All Quad members now participate in the Malabar Exercise, and meetings, including those at the 
ministerial level, are held more frequently. For the time being, the concern over what China will 
think has subsided, and all of the Quad members appear to be actively participating. 
All Quad members now participate in the Malabar Exercise, and meetings, including those at the 
ministerial level, are held more frequently. For the time being, the concern over what China will 
think has subsided, and all of the Quad members appear to be actively participating.  
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Way forward: 
1. Looking East now includes looking at the United States and China. India's involvement in 

the new developments in Russia's Far East is evidence of this realisation. Looking East will 
also be useful when India can use the polar route once the Arctic ice caps melt enough to 
allow international shipping. 

2. 2.To the east and southern African region, the Indian Ocean to the west will necessitate a 
more robust and focused policy. India must improve the perception of its relationship with 
the region. There are elaborate mechanisms for collaboration, particularly with ASEAN, 
but these have not produced the structure required to balance China. 

3. 3.India has offered a US$ 1 billion line of credit for ASEAN infrastructure projects. Using this 
as a starting point, India should discuss joint ventures with Japan, Australia, and France that 
will focus on digital connectivity, public health-related value chains, and skill development as 
part of a larger infrastructure strategy. 

4. The development of Indian vaccines, as well as India's ability to be a leading manufacturer, 
contribute to the AEP's new idiom of cooperation. China moved quickly and included many 
ASEAN countries in its vaccination programme, which included testing. Ultimately, no single 
source of the vaccine will be sufficient for any major country, and India will thus have room to 
grow. 

 
Q.7) a) India- Japan relationship has rapidly matured in the two decades of this century to become 
one of the most consequential relationships of Asia and its extended remit of the Indo-Pacific. 
Discuss the relationship in context of post-pandemic world. 
 
Answer: 
Historically India and Japan have enjoyed bilateral ties which have begun almost 1400 years ago. 
India’s relationship with Japan is a partnership with deep rooted friendship bounded by spiritual, 
cultural and civilizational affinities. Throughout the history of India-Japan relations, the two countries 
have never been adversaries. Bilateral ties have always remained free of disputes, whether they be 
ideological, cultural or territorial. According to S. Jaishankar, the peoples of India and Japan are 
guided by common cultural traditions including the heritage of Buddhism, and share commitment 
to the ideals of democracy, tolerance, pluralism and open society. 
 
Former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, one of the principal architects of the relationship, 
maintained that a ‘strong India was in the best interest of Japan, and a strong Japan in the best 
interest of India'. In his book “Towards a beautiful nation” termed India as Japan’s natural ally. 
Japan and India are natural allies because they have no conflict of strategic interests and share 
common goals to build institutionalized cooperation and stability in Asia. 
The visit to India of the Japanese Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori in 2000 led to a significant and 
qualitative shift in India-Japan relations with the establishment of the ‘Global Partnership’ between 
the two sides. 
 
Economic and Commercial Relations: 
In the book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post Covid World” former Ambassador Deepa Gopalan 
Wadhwa states that, ‘The India-Japan partnership has matured over the last two decades, and it now 
encompasses a comprehensive agenda covering areas of compelling mutual interest affecting national 
security, regional and international stability, and economic growth. With institutional structures in 
place, political convergence, and public goodwill, the task now is to finally capitalise on our ties' 
"unparalleled potential," as Prime Minister Modi put it.’ 
 
One of India's most important allies in its economic transformation is Japan. A number of factors, 
including India's sizable and expanding market and its resources, particularly its human resources, 
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are contributing to Japan's growing interest in India. The Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement ("CEPA"), which was signed in 2011, has changed the dynamic between the two nations, 
especially in terms of advancing the trade, investment, and commercial ties that already exist. 
Investment and official development assistance (ODA)- Japan is currently the third largest investor. 
FDI from Japan has primarily gone into the automotive, electrical equipment, telecommunications, 
chemical, financial (insurance), and pharmaceutical industries in India. For the fiscal year 2019–20 
(April–November), there has been $3.99 billion in FDI. There are now more Japanese businesses 
operating in India. Japanese ODA supports India's initiatives for swifter economic growth, particularly 
in key sectors like transportation, power, and environmental and human-needs-related projects. 
India-Japan Digital Partnership (IJDP) and Start-up Hub- During PM Modi's visit to Japan in 
October 2018, the "India-Japan Digital Partnership" (I-JDP) was established, advancing both current 
areas of cooperation and new initiatives within the context of cooperation in S&T/ICT, focusing more 
on "Digital ICT Technologies." Both parties talked about collaborating in the areas of 5G 
telecommunication infrastructure, human resource development in the ICT sector in third countries, 
and cyber security. 
Disaster Risk Reduction- The Cabinet Office of Japan and the Ministry of Home Affairs of India 
collaborated to organise a series of workshops on disaster risk reduction in order to exchange 
information on disaster risk reduction policies and strategies and to strengthen bilateral cooperation. 
Skill Development- Japanese companies have established 12 Japan India Institutes of Manufacturing 
(JIM) in India and 4 Japanese Endowed Courses (JEC) in Indian Engineering Colleges as part of the 
MoU signed in 2016 to train 30,000 shop floor leaders. 
Healthcare: Japan's AHWIN and India's AYUSHMAN Bharat Programme had been working together to 
identify projects to develop AHWIN's story for AYUSHMAN Bharat. Following that, an MoU was 
reached between the two parties to formally establish their working relationship in the healthcare 
sector. 
 
Security and defence ties: 
In 2016, India and Japan signed two Defence Framework Agreements relating to the transfer of 
defence equipment and technology, as well as security measures for the protection of classified 
military information. Furthermore, in 2016, the Indian Air Force (IAF) and the Japan Air Self-Défense 
Force (JASDF) held the first 'Air Staff Talks' to strengthen service cooperation and functional level 
exchanges between India and 24 Japan. 
Both countries have deepened cooperation in recent years through agreements that include the 
transfer of defence equipment and technology as Japan eased self-imposed restraints under Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, exchanges on maritime domain awareness, and the Reciprocal Supply and 
Services Agreement signed in September 2020, commonly referred to as ACSA or Acquisition and 
Cross Servicing Arrangement, to facilitate mutual logistics support and interoperability. 
Military exercises- Naval exercises such as the bilateral JIMEX, Japan's co-option as a permanent 
member of the Indo-US Malabar exercise, the Shinyuu Maitri exercises between the air forces, the 
Dharma Guardian exercises between the Indian Army and the Japanese Ground Self Defence Force 
for joint training in counterterrorism and jungle warfare, and the Sahyog-Kaijin exercises between 
the coast guards are carried out on an annual basis and with increasing remit and intensity. 
Science and technology- As both nations observe China's rise as a technology superpower seeking to 
dominate and lead in specific fields of crucial technologies that have an impact on geopolitics and 
national security, cooperation in frontier technologies will be a key area of India-Japan relations. The 
development of critical materials like rare earths as well as 5G technology, artificial intelligence, the 
Internet of Things (IoT), cybersecurity, and space exploration are just a few of the areas where 
projects for collaboration have been launched. However, there is ongoing cooperation in robotics and 
unmanned ground vehicles for military use under an agreement between India's Defence Research 
and Development Organization (DRDO) and Japan's Acquisitions Technology Logistics Agency (ATLA). 
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Quad- According to C. Raja Mohan, India and Japan along with Australia can together shape the 
regional order and not simply accept the results of US-China competition, collision or collusion. 
The Quad have agreed to collaborate on non-traditional threats such as the development of vaccines 
for Covid-19-affected nations in the Indo-Pacific, climate change, and important and emerging 
technologies. There is little doubt that China's post-pandemic actions in Ladakh for India, its 
belligerence in the maritime and air space around Japan's contested Senkaku Islands, as well as trade 
retaliation against Australia and deteriorating relations with the US, have been the motivating factors 
in the evolution of the Quad into a grouping with a structure, agenda, planned meetings, and 
substantive programmes, which seeks to realise the shared vision of a free, open world. 
 
India & Japan Collaboration in Third Countries: 
Beginning in 2010, India and Japan began a dialogue on African development as a twice-yearly event. 
However, it wasn't until the India-Japan annual summit meeting in Tokyo in 2016 that the concept of 
the Asia Africa Growth Corridor: Partnership for Sustainable and Innovative Development ("AAGC") 
gained attention. On November 11, 2016, India and Japan jointly issued a statement in which they 
expressed their desire to coordinate their efforts for development in Africa with the goal of 
"promoting industrial corridors and industrial networks in Asia as well as in Africa." 
A cancer hospital in Kenya, road and rail construction in Bangladesh, the development of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG)-related infrastructure in Sri Lanka, which has run into issues with the current Sri 
Lankan dispensation, and housing, education, and electrification projects in Myanmar were all 
mentioned at the 2018 prime ministerial summit. Both nations seek to offer an alternative to China's 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) that respects the priorities of the recipient states while also utilising 
responsible debt financing. 
 
Way forward: 
In words of Vijay Gokhale, former Indian Foreign secretary: “The increasing geopolitical 
convergence between India and Japan demonstrates traditional strength, deepening trust, 
matured partnership and strong democratic values in addressing strategic challenges. 
In the last two decades, the relationship between India and Japan has grown and developed. It now 
encompasses a wide range of issues with compelling common interests that affect national security, 
regional and global stability, and economic growth. The challenge is to finally realise our ties' 
"unparalleled potential," as Prime Minister Modi put it, given the institutional framework in place, 
political convergence, and general goodwill. 
In terms of their bilateral relationship, India and Japan have advanced significantly in recent years. In 
multilateral negotiations, such as those pertaining to the Asia Africa Growth Corridor, the two nations 
have also decided to present a united front. The "India-Japan Vision 2025" is now firmly within reach 
thanks in large part to the revival that has been sparked by annual summits. The Japanese Prime 
Minister Abe's goal of doubling Japanese investment within five years and his commitment of USD 35 
billion for various infrastructure projects to support the Make in India programme are examples of 
the robust economic partnership that the two leaders envision, and the growth stories of both nations 
are strong indicators that these aspirational goals may be realised. 
 
b) Highlight the continuity and change in India-Pakistan relationship amidst pandemics. 
 
Answer: 
The Corona Virus is currently the world's greatest challenge facing the current generation (COVID-
19). However, even in difficult times, we hear about shootings at LOC and clashes between terrorists 
and security personnel. As Atif Shafique rightly said, “On the face of it, South Asia, largely Indo-Pak, 
appears to vindicate the Hobbesian image of international relations”. India has also been seen 
objecting to a ruling by a Pakistani court regarding elections in Gilgit-Baltistan. Pakistan may have 
created a new front against India in the Gulf by spreading false information about "Islamophobia in 
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India" on social media. In the past two years, there has been a significant change in the dynamics of 
the India-Pakistan relationship. Article 370 was revoked by India on August 5, 2019. The dynamics of 
Kashmir between Pakistan and India were forever altered by this. The most complicated relationship 
between India and its neighbours is its relationship with Pakistan. Shashi Tharoor in his work ‘Pax 
Indica’- calls Pakistan as the biggest foreign policy challenge to India. India's main priority in its 
relations with Pakistan is continuing to act against transnational terrorism. 
 
In the book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post Covid World” former Ambassador TCA Raghavan 
presented his view regarding India-Pakistan relation. It can be analysed under following headings: 
Economical- India withdrew most favoured nation (MFN) treatment for Pakistan's exports to India, 
thus ending a non-reciprocal concession it had unilaterally extended to Pakistan for over two 
decades. 
Political- The legislative changes made about J&K led to Pakistan banning all trade with India. A 
summit of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), scheduled to be held in Pakistan 
in 2016, had in any case been put in cold storage after India and some other SAARC members declined 
taking part on grounds of Pakistan's support for terrorism. 
Socio-cultural- The most significant impact of this overall reversal was on interpersonal and cultural 
interactions. This industry has traditionally been the most vulnerable to bilateral tensions, and the 
recent rise has resulted in a nearly complete cessation of cross-border movement of persons. 
Domestically in both countries, hyperbole and counter-rhetoric ricocheted off each other, and 
regionally and internationally in the world press and various multilateral and intergovernmental fora. 
Ceasefire on the line of control (LoC): 
The announcement on 22 February 2021 by the Indian and Pakistani army headquarters that an 
agreement on enforcing the November 2003 ceasefire on the line of control (LoC) had been reached 
suggested that a thaw, however minor, was taking place. The attention this received in both countries 
highlighted the importance of the development. 
 
Terrorist attacks and counterterrorism measures: 
As Prof. Vinay Kaura held that, Pakistan has always been an important factor in India’s domestic 
politics and foreign policy – a position that flows as much from historical disputes as from Pakistan’s 
continued support for terror activities against India. 
Terrorist attacks and counter-terrorism measures were just one aspect of recent India-Pakistan 
tensions. Terrorist attacks on an Indian Air Force base in Pathankot in January 2016, a military camp 
in Uri in September 2016, and a security convoy in Pulwama in October 2016. (February 2019). India 
had taken strong measures in response to the latter two events. The Indian Army responded to the 
Uri attack with a cross-LoC military operation, which entered the military lexicon and popular 
imagination in India as the ‘surgical strike' response to Pakistan's provocation. The Uri terrorist 
attack elicited an even more robust response, which was limited to an air strike deep inside Pakistan 
rather than a cross-LoC operation. The latter's response resulted in aerial clashes between the two 
air forces, which was unusual even in the adversarial India-Pakistan context, given that the aerial 
conflict occurred during 'peacetime.' 
 
Removal of Article-370: 
Rajesh Basroor- The fundamental contradictions are India’s status quoist approach on Kashmir and 
Pakistan’s determination to change it. In context of this contradiction, he concludes that India has 
Pakistan challenge managed reasonably well. 
In August 2019, the Indian Parliament passed legislation concerning Jammu and Kashmir (J&K). These 
repealed the provisions contained in Article 370 of the Indian Constitution and, more importantly, 
divided the state into two union territories, Ladakh and J&K. In Pakistan, these steps were met with 
outrage and rhetoric that amounted to a situation on the verge of war. Pakistan's deep sense of 
entitlement in J&K was being rejected by India, and this had to be resisted. 

Page 47 of 58

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

Down gradation of diplomatic relation: 
Shashi Tharoor in his book “Pax Indica” called Pakistan “brother enemy”, we have pursued 
everything, but nothing seems to work. Diplomatic relations were downgraded to sub-ambassadorial 
level, and diplomatic mission strength was sharply and gradually reduced. India rescinded most 
favoured nation (MFN) treatment for Pakistani exports to India, effectively ending a non-reciprocal 
concession it had unilaterally extended to Pakistan for more than two decades. Because of the 
legislative changes made in J&K, Pakistan has banned all trade with India. In any case, a South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) summit scheduled for Pakistan in 2016 was postponed 
after India and some other SAARC members declined to participate due to Pakistan's support for 
terrorism. 
 
Opening of the Kartarpur Sahib pilgrim corridor: 
The opening of the Kartarpur Sahib pilgrim corridor in November 2019 provides the other bookend to 
the sharp 2016-19 downturn. This development came in the wake of both increased military tensions 
in the aftermath of Pulwama and Balakot, as well as increased political and diplomatic rhetoric in the 
aftermath of J&K legislative changes in August 2019. 
 
Virtual SAARC heads of government meeting-2020: 
As the pandemic spread across South Asia, it presented India and Pakistan with new challenges. Aside 
from the enormous challenges to lives, livelihoods, and the economy, the epidemic was a common 
threat, biological in origin, unrelated to the entire range of their bilateral problems—whether 
territorial, security, or identity related. Prime Minister Modi convened a virtual SAARC heads of 
government meeting in March 2020 to discuss the coronavirus and public health issues. Whatever the 
implications of this  summit for SAARC as a whole and for India's relations with its other neighbours, 
the India-Pakistan dynamic was unaffected. To begin with, Pakistan did not attend at the highest level 
of government, and its representative muddied the waters somewhat by bringing up the Kashmir 
issue. Second, a non-Kashmir issue had harmed the relationship in the first quarter of the year. 
Protests in India against the National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA) fuelled heated rhetoric in Pakistan, both at the political and diplomatic levels. 
 
Way forward: 
Dilip Hiro in “The Longest August”- Indo-Pak relation are tale of broken bloodline factual errors 
and mutual paranoia that has placed a bitter parting at the centre of destiny of subcontinent. 
As said by Ambassador TCS Raghavan, healthcare cooperation can act as a platform on which India 
Pakistan relation can be built upon. 
Dialogue is the only way forward for both India and Pakistan. However, decades of dialogue have 
yielded no results, and India is unwilling to engage unless Pakistan stops sponsoring terrorism in 
India. The outbreak of COVID-19 and joint efforts by members of the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) to contain the deadly virus provided the only window of hope for 
bilateral cooperation. However, Islamabad primarily used the high-level meetings to discuss the 
Kashmir issue and other bilateral issues. 
Pakistan's political structure must be reformed- Despite democratic elections in Pakistan, the military 
holds the country's true power. This is especially true in terms of defence, national security, and foreign 
policy. Pakistan's military is the most powerful national political institution, making the majority of 
decisions and overseeing the country's growing nuclear arsenal. Thus, strong political reform in Pakistan, 
focusing on the welfare of Pakistani nationals, is critical to improving Pakistan's relations with India. 
People-to-people relations- To promote bilateral ties, steps must be taken to ease travel between the two 
countries, relax visa regimes, provide security for tourists, set up student and faculty exchanges, and invite 
professionals, intellectuals, and artists to events. 
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Encouraging trade- Remove non-tariff barriers and bureaucratic impediments to trade that are currently 
in place. Reduce duties and enhance customs clearance procedures. Proportionate trade benefits both 
parties and is possible with the right government policies. 
Encouraging soft power diplomacy- The Indus Waters Treaty is being used to promote hydro diplomacy. 
To address the region's water problems, both nations can collaborate to build a Water Grid between their 
territories. Cultural diplomacy can be used to strengthen bilateral ties, improve socio-cultural 
cooperation, and promote individual national interests through the exchange of ideas, values, traditions, 
and other cultural aspects. 
 
c) Locate the trajectory of India's foreign policy vis-à-vis Bangladesh as it celebrates fifty years of 
Muktijuddho, or War of Independence. 
 
Answer: 
The Bangladesh Liberation War will celebrate its golden jubilee in 2021. It also marks the 50th anniversary 
of bilateral diplomatic relations between India and one of its closest neighbours, Bangladesh. On 
December 6, 1971, India and Bhutan were among the first countries to recognise Bangladesh as a sovereign 
state. Furthermore, due to a shared historical legacy and geographical proximity, India and Bangladesh 
have very close socio-cultural, linguistic, and economic ties. Despite these similarities, India-Bangladesh 
bilateral relations have had many ups and downs over the last 50 years, as they have navigated the ebb and 
flow of politics in the eastern part of South Asia. 
 
Subramanian Jaishankar- Highlighting the importance of the relationship, he stated that India and 
Bangladesh have the potential to change “the whole geo-economics of the region. Bangladesh is 
more than just another Indian neighbour. Bangladesh is India's most important strategic ally. 
India's 'Act East Policy' can only be realised with the assistance of Dhaka. The first 50 years laid 
the groundwork for India-Bangladesh relations. The future will present a plethora of opportunities 
to assist the two countries in reaching a new level of bilateral relations greater than ever before.  
As Prime Minister Modi has termed the present state of relationship as ‘Sonali Adhyay’ (Golden 
era). 
 
Cooperation to tackle the challenge of COVID-19 pandemic: 
In January 2021, the Government of India gave Bangladesh 2 million Covi shield (Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccines) to aid in its fight against the pandemic. The Government of Bangladesh, BEXIMCO 
Pharmaceuticals Limited of Bangladesh, and the Serum Institute of India (SII) have signed a trilateral 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) to obtain 3 crore doses of COVID-19 vaccine from India. 
 
Defence Cooperation: 
Under army-to-army cooperation, India has extended a $500 million line of credit to Bangladesh for 
defence imports from India and has gifted 18 new 120mm mortars to the Bangladesh Army in 
December 2020. A 122-member Bangladeshi tri-services contingent also marched in India's Republic 
Day parade in January of this year. Two Indian naval ships, INS Kulish and INS Sumedha, visited 
Bangladesh's Mongla Port from March 8 to 10, marking India's first naval visit to Bangladesh in 50 
years. Bangladesh is a participant in China's Belt and Road Initiative, and Dhaka is eager to participate 
in the Indo-Pacific Strategic Initiative. 
 
Security and Border Management: 
The 51st Director General Level Talks (DGLT) between the Border Security Force (BSF) and the Border 
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) were held in Guwahati from December 22-26, 2020. Furthermore, border 
coordination conferences were held on a regular basis between Regional Commanders of the BGB and 
Frontier Inspectors General of the BSF to discuss management and security of the 4096.7 Km India-
Bangladesh land border. 
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Connectivity: 
Shivashankar Menon in his book, ‘India and Asian Geopolitics: the past, present’, mentions that 
despite talk of “neighbourhood first,” the actual delivery of Indian development cooperation has 
diminished recently. This is a pity when the economic performance of south Asia, particularly of 
Bangladesh and of Sri Lanka after its civil war, is the basis to build a much more prosperous and 
integrated region. 
Both governments are taking various steps to re-establish pre-1965 rail links and other connectivity 
links between India and Bangladesh. On December 17, 2020, the two Prime Ministers jointly 
inaugurated the newly restored railway link between Chilahati (Bangladesh) and Haldibari (India). The 
frequency of two passenger trains, Maitree Express and Bandhan Express, was increased to improve 
people-to-people contacts. Both countries have also begun to use side-door container and parcel 
trains to ensure continuous supply chains during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In May 2020, a 
second addendum to the Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade (PIWTT) was signed to include 
two new India-Bangladesh Protocol Routes (Sonamura-Daudkandi on river Gomti and extension of 
Dhulia to Godagiri up to Aricha on river Padma). 
 
Economic and Commercial: 
Bangladesh is India's largest South Asian trade partner, and India is Bangladesh's second largest trade 
partner. Over the last decade, bilateral trade between India and Bangladesh has grown steadily. An 
India-Bangladesh CEO's Forum was launched in December 2020 to provide policy level inputs in 
various areas of trade and investment, as well as to facilitate exchanges among the business 
communities of both countries. The India-Bangladesh Textile Industry Forum held its first meeting in 
February 2020 to strengthen ties and collaboration in the textile sector. 
Cooperation in the power sector has emerged as a defining feature of India-Bangladesh relations. 
Currently, Bangladesh imports 1160 MW of power from India. 
 
Development Partnership: 
Today, Bangladesh is India's most important development partner. In the last eight years, India has 
extended three Lines of Credit (LOC) to Bangladesh totalling US$ 8 billion for the development of 
infrastructure in various sectors such as roads, railways, shipping, and ports. The Government of 
India has also provided grant assistance to Bangladesh for a variety of infrastructure projects, 
including the construction of the Akhaura-Agartala rail link, dredging of Bangladesh's inland 
waterways, and the construction of the India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline. 
 
Capacity Building and Human Resource Development: 
Human resource development is an important component of India's development cooperation efforts 
in Bangladesh, as evidenced by its numerous ongoing training programmes and scholarships. 
Beginning in 2019, the Government of India has been training 1800 Bangladesh Civil Service officials at 
the National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) in Mussoorie. Bangladeshi police officers are also 
being trained in various modern policing and new investigative techniques of the information age at 
various premier training institutes in India. Similarly, the Government of India has been providing 
training to 1500 Bangladeshi judicial officials at the National Judicial Academy in Bhopal, as well as at 
various State Judicial Academies in India, since 2017. 
 
Cultural Cooperation: 
The Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre (IGCC) in Dhaka plays an important role in commemorating the 
two countries' shared cultural heritage. Its training programmes, which include Yoga, Kathak, 
Manipuri dance, Hindi language, Hindustani classical music, and cultural programmes featuring 
renowned artists from India and Bangladesh, help to promote people-to-people contacts. 
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Visas: 
Six new Indian Visa Application Centers (IVACs) have been opened to strengthen people-to-people 
contacts between India and Bangladesh. The opening of two new Assistant High Commissions in 
Khulna and Sylhet in 2019 has also aided in the efficient and timely processing of visas for Bangladeshi 
nationals. Both countries have begun a temporary air travel bubble to meet the urgent needs of Indian 
and Bangladeshi travellers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Contentious Issues in Relationship: 
Teesta River Water Dispute-So far, no agreement has been reached on the sharing of Teesta River 
waters. 
Bangladesh's Relationship with China-Bangladesh has a close relationship with China, and there is 
bipartisan agreement on how to approach it. 
Issue of NRC and CAA- Concerns about India's National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) exist in Bangladesh (CAA). Many Bangladeshi analysts are 
concerned that Indian Muslims who cannot prove their citizenship claims will seek refuge in 
Bangladesh. 
The issue of illegal migration - Because the Indo-Bangladesh border is porous, migrants can cross 
illegally, though sometimes only in exchange for financial or other incentives from border security 
personnel. Illegal immigration from Bangladesh, which includes both Hindus and Muslims, is a major 
concern for India's national security. 
Drug Trafficking-Bangladesh is increasingly being used as a transit point by drug dealers and the 
drug mafia, who transport heroin and opium from Burma and other countries in the golden triangle to 
various destinations. 
 
Conclusion: 
In book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post Covid World” former Ambassador Deb Mukherji, states 
that, ‘It would be helpful to keep in mind that despite all obstacles, Bangladesh has evolved as a 
significant member of the world community as we look to Indo-Bangladesh ties in the next years. The 
multibillion-dollar Padma bridge, which was self-financed when the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) withdrew from its intended aid, serves as evidence of its 
confidence. Bangladesh's gross domestic product (GDP) has grown faster than India's in recent years. 
India is behind Bangladesh in a number of social metrics.’ 
Recently, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi reaffirmed the vision and progress in ensuring "HIRA" 
connectivity—a network of roads, information ways, railways, and airports between the neighbours—
during the inauguration of the "MatriSetu" over the Feni River in Tripura. 
The 50th anniversary of Bangladesh's independence is an appropriate time to assess Indo-Bangladesh 
relations and look ahead. half a They have gone through several ups and downs over the last century 
and are now on a more even keel, with cooperation on many levels. It is up to the two governments to 
build on existing foundations while maintaining mutual respect and consideration for each other's 
interests and concerns for the benefit of the two peoples. The visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the liberation war was an excellent opportunity to reaffirm 
mutual commitments to shared values. 
The agreements signed on the occasion should serve to reinforce bonds of economy and connectivity. 
The prime minister has assured that wrinkles in the relationship would be removed. The still-ongoing 
demonstrations against the Indian PM's visit should give both countries pause to reflect on the 
importance of ensuring that sensitivities of the people are always borne in mind to ensure secure 
foundations for the future. 
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Q.8) a) Highlight the elements of strategic symbolism and soft power diplomacy in context of 
India's relationship with Latin America and Caribbean region. 
 
Answer: 
Joseph Nye incipiently introduced the notion of soft power in 1990. He described it as “a dynamic 
created by a nation whereby other nations seek to imitate that nation, become closer to that nation, 
and align its interest accordingly”. A nation’s soft power, according to Nye rests on three resources: 
“its culture, its political values, and its foreign policies”. 
India's soft power relationship with countries in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) dates back to 
before independence, and in the modern world, it has only grown stronger. The LAC region is well-
versed in Indian history, literature, movies, philosophy, yoga, Ayurveda, classical dances, and 
cuisine. Yoga is now followed in LAC to achieve good fitness and mental well-being. Many yoga 
canters exist across LAC and the highest number of canters’ is in Brazil. In the area of Ayurveda, India 
is promoting Ayurvedic programs and seminars in different LAC nations. These Indian cultures are 
great references of Indian soft power in the region. According to Ambassador R. Vishwanathan Latin 
America is closer to India than you think. 
 
Natural resources and energy and food security: 
Natural resource deposits are abundant in LAC. The soft power assets help India strengthen its 
political and economic ties with LAC nations by fostering a favourable perception of India in those 
countries. It provides India with an endless supply of raw materials for its industries and serves as a 
superb market for its goods. Being among the largest exporters of agricultural goods, LAC countries 
can be crucial in helping India achieve energy and food security. 
 
Presence of large Indian diaspora in Caribbean countries: 
The Caribbean region's large Indian diaspora, which first arrived as imported and forced labour and 
has since begun to emerge as a distinct social and political group, has increased the emotional 
undercurrent of these nations' cultural attachment to India. Large-scale immigrants from Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, and other European nations spread the spiritual, cultural, mythical, and exotic image of 
India among the settlers in Latin American countries, bringing with them colonial tales of Indian 
misdeeds and theft. 
Currently, India has sixteen missions in the region serving the thirty-three LAC countries, with two 
more soon to open in the Dominican Republic and Paraguay. Twenty-two of these nations' embassies 
in New Delhi represent the LAC region. Historically, it must be known that before Independence, 
India had set up a trade commission in Argentina as early as 1943. 
 
literature of Bengali writer and poet Rabindranath Tagore: 
The first Indian soft power spell in Latin America was cast through the works of Bengali writer and 
poet Rabindranath Tagore. Tagore's works of literature influenced two prominent Chilean poets, 
Gabriela Mistral and Pablo Neruda, both Nobel Laureates. Similarly, Tagore's literature is still read in 
Latin American academies today. Traditional Indian dances have also grown in popularity in LAC. 
Similarly, the Indian film industry's association with LAC dates back to the 1970s, when films such as 
"Mother India and Mera Naam Joker" became popular. Bollywood is also popular in many Latin 
American countries. 
 
Political relationship and cooperation in global multilateral bodies: 
Despite geographical distance, underdevelopment politics, and social welfare politics—there has been 
increasing proximity between India and the region in fora such as NAM, G77, Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM), and UN body system, G20, and Indian participation in regional 
leadership meets). 
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Since 2009-10 Indian political dialogue to increase relationship from symbolic to regular and strategic 
level has commenced with the region. Growing trade, cultural relationship and people to people 
contact have added the momentum. 
India's political messages, such as support for Argentina's claim to the Malvinas Islands against 
British colonialism; non-interference by the United States and other powers in internal political 
conflicts in countries such as Venezuela, Bolivia, and Cuba; support for LAC permanent membership 
in the UNGC; and protection and promotion of indigenous people's rights and claims under the 
existing laws of the governing countries, have been welcomed by the leaders of the concerned 
countries. 
Covid-19 support from India Politics has found popular support in Latin America, with the Brazilian 
president's 'Hanuman carrying Sanjivani' message being particularly significant. India has provided 
medical assistance to 27 LAC. A political success has been the commitment to donate 5,70,000 doses 
of vaccines to CARICOM countries and supply to other LAC countries, including Argentina, Mexico, 
and Brazil. 
 
Growing trade and economic cooperation: 
Trade and economic cooperation with the LAC region grew substantially over a span of ten to twelve 
years, starting from the early '90s. Despite a global slowdown and impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
India's bilateral trade with the LAC region constituted almost 3.44 per cent of its global trade. India's 
trade turnover is estimated to touch US$ 50,000 million by 2025. 
Indian firms, including Godrej, United Phosphorus Limited, Hero, Renuka Sugars, ONGC, Aditya Birla 
Group, Tata Group, Reliance, BPCL, Videocon, Infosys, etc. either have direct project investments and 
production and service facilities in Latin America or have investment operations related to trading 
and third country operations there. 
At sub-regional levels, besides Mercosur, trade, economic, investment, development partnership and 
region and country-specific trade arrangements with the Central American Integration System (SICA), 
Pacific Alliance. CARICOM and CELAC have been expanded. 
 
Cooperation in area of science and technology, defence, space research and other areas: 
India has several bilateral agreements for cooperation in the field of science and technology with 
Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Chile, Colombia and others. The projects cover areas including solar energy, 
seismology, nanotechnology, biotechnology, material sciences, atmosphere sciences, etc. The areas 
covered under Indo-Argentine scientific and technological cooperation include biotechnology, high-
yielding variety seeds. renewable energy, nanotechnology, space research, etc. 
While defence cooperation with the region is still in its early stages, there is potential to import small 
arms from Latin America and supply helicopters. There are agreements in place to send fighter planes 
and arms to Latin America, conduct joint exercises to share experiences, and coordinate on White 
Shipping information. Brazilian firms are in talks to form a joint venture to manufacture small arms in 
India. 
Several agreements on security cooperation have recently been signed with Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, 
Chile, and a few other countries, including the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty in Criminal Matters, 
the Extradition Treaty, and in cybersecurity. 
 
Conclusion: 
In book “India’s Foreign Policy in the Post Covid World” former Ambassador Amrendra Khatua, 
states that, ‘Politically, despite so many commonalities, relationship between India, a country with 
unity in diversity, and Latin American Countries with 'diversity in unity in their Weltanschauung', 
has only 'growing engagement.’ 
India's soft power in the LAC region has been gradually increasing. The Caribbean nations represent a 
significant soft power asset for India. According to India's Ministry of External Affairs, the Indian 
Diaspora is typically proud of their Indian heritage and eager to learn more about India, both past and 
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present, and they work to keep Indian culture alive in the region (MEA). The Government of India, 
Indian cultural centres, and its embassies in the LAC region must strengthen India's soft power by 
hosting more cultural celebrations, providing scholarships to LAC students to study in Indian 
academies and universities. 
LAC nations are important for India because they can help India gain a permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council. Platforms such as the Caribbean Conclave and India-Latin America business 
conclaves must be used to re-energize relations and expand areas of partnership and mutual 
understanding. India can also interact with LAC countries through other platforms such as BRICS, 
Commonwealth, and NAM. Because the LAC countries have largely been ignored in the Indian popular 
media, the media should play an important role in enhancing India's soft power. 
Finally, LAC countries offer a variety of opportunities that have largely gone untapped. It is thus in 
India's best interests to raise its profile in the LAC region. 
 
b) In context of Indo-US relationship provide a prognosis of Biden era and beyond. 
 
President Joe Biden is well-positioned to continue the upward trajectory of India-US relations, as 
evidenced by his record as Vice President in the Obama administration, where he demonstrated 
sensitivity to Indian concerns and encouraged a growing bilateral relationship. 
Harsh V. Pant, “With Indo-Pacific becoming new centre of gravity, maritime cooperation” Through 
the Quad, India and the United States have agreed to continue close cooperation to promote a free 
and open Indo-Pacific, including support for freedom of navigation, territorial integrity, and a 
stronger regional architecture. The President emphasised his desire to defend democratic institutions 
and norms around the world, stating that a shared commitment to democratic values is the 
foundation of the US-India relationship. The Biden administration is unlikely to reverse many of the 
gains made in India-US relations during the Trump administration. Defence cooperation treaties such 
as the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA), the Industrial Security 
Annex (ISA), numerous arms sales agreements, and joint military exercises demonstrate the two 
countries' growing security proximity. 
Biden has always recognised the importance of having India as an ally and collaborating on issues 
such as security, environment, trade, and so on, all of which are critical for India's and the US's 
economic growth. Climate change and energy-related issues are expected to play an important role in 
the two countries' cooperation. The United States has joined the Paris Agreement, which is a positive 
sign because the two countries can now collaborate to address climate-related issues. 
Biden has been outspoken on issues such as human rights violations in Xinjiang and Hong Kong's 
restrictions on political freedoms. The Biden Administration has already stated that it will prioritise its 
East Asian allies, implying that China will be challenged in the western Pacific. As S. Jaishankar rightly 
said India America ties have reached to the level where the only direction to go was “up”. He added 
that, the USA economy is largely complementary and there is no fundamental clash of interest 
between the two sides. 
 
Joe Biden as Vice-President: 
During this time, the United States officially declared its support for India's inclusion in a reformed 
and expanded United Nations Security Council. 
The Obama-Biden Administration also designated India as a "Major Defence Partner," a designation 
approved by the US Congress, making it easier to share advanced and critical technology with India to 
strengthen defence ties. 
Indeed, at the tail end of Obama's presidency, the two sides signed the Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), the first of three "foundational pacts" for deeper military 
cooperation. 
LEMOA enables the US and Indian militaries to replenish from each other's bases and access supplies, 
spare parts, and services from each other's land facilities, air bases, and ports, which can then be 
reimbursed. 

Page 54 of 58

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

Because the two countries cooperate closely in the Indo-Pacific, LEMOA is extremely useful for India-
US Navy-to-Navy cooperation. Later, the Trump administration signed the final two foundational 
treaties, COMCASA and BECA. 
 
US-China Relations Factor: 
According to Ashley J. Tellis, the emergence of China as a global power fundamentally challenges 
both the United States and India in different, but complementary, ways. 
Biden’s relations with India will be shaped also by US-China relations. Biden Administration will also 
work with India to support a rules-based and stable Indo-Pacific region in which no country, 
including China, is able to threaten its neighbours with impunity. 
Domestic political imperatives and the US effort to maintain its global pre-eminence will drive a 
search for partners and institutional architectures in the Indo-Pacific to shape the environment 
around China's rise. The United States will 'intensify its partnership with India. The new team has 
emphasised the importance of the Quad with Japan, India, and Australia on numerous occasions. On 
March 12, the four countries held a virtual summit meeting, the first at this level and in the early 
stages of the new administration, revealing the importance these grouping holds in the Indo Pacific 
strategy. It will provide India the opportunity to explore further the deepening of defence 
cooperation, secure supply chain and technology partnerships. As stated by former Ambassador 
Arun K Singh, ‘The overarching priority for the US to deal with the economic, technological and 
military challenge from China will provide the convergence for advancing the US-India Global 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.’ 
 
Biden’s approach towards international terrorism: 
As Dennis Kux held that, ‘India and USA have come a long way from being estranged democracies 
to engaged democracies.’ Obama and Biden also increased cooperation with India to combat 
terrorism in their respective countries and across the region. "Biden believes there can be no 
tolerance for terrorism in South Asia, whether cross-border or otherwise," according to his campaign 
website. While he did not say much about Pakistan-sponsored terrorism during his time in the 
administration, New Delhi hopes that he will carry on the legacy of the US administration's approach 
to India-Pakistan when it comes to cross-border terrorism. 
 
Trade and economic issues: 
The Trump administration-imposed tariffs on Indian goods to shift the Indo-US trade balance in 
favour of the US and to remove India from the GSP category. Under the Biden administration, it is 
possible that India will re-join the GSP category. 
India has an inherent opportunity to rework its geoeconomic engagement with the US to its 
economic and geopolitical advantage. The two countries should consider starting a strategic 
commercial dialogue that goes beyond the USTR's usual focus on market access issues based on 
current production patterns. To compete with China, the United States could benefit from India's 
skilled workforce and tech entrepreneurs. The existing Global Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
serves as a foundation for trusted, secure supply chain arrangements. The United States has variously 
described India as a "preeminent US partner in the Indo-Pacific," a "net provider of security in the 
region," and that India's rise is in its own interests. Despite US opposition and the threat of CAATSA 
sanctions, India and Russia agreed to a 5.43 billion USD deal in October 2018 for the S-400 Triumf 
missile system. 
 
USA withdrawal from Afghanistan and Taliban and Pakistan nexus: 
Afghanistan decisions would also have an impact on India's security. With the withdrawal of US and 
NATO troops from Afghanistan, India will be concerned about the resurgence of the Taliban and the 
use of its territory as a safe haven for terrorists. 
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When Afghanistan was under Taliban control in the late 1990s, it welcomed militants and terrorists of 
all stripes to train, recruit, and fundraise in the country, including those involved in the 2001 
Parliament attack and the 1999 hijacking of an Indian airliner. The presence of US, NATO, and ISAF 
troops on the ground greatly reduced such misadventure. However, troop withdrawal is bound to 
increase the likelihood of such practises regaining traction, which is why India has been less than 
pleased with this move but has accepted it for the sake of the greater good. Considering the 
withdrawal of troops, India might use its role in the regional efforts to bring peace and stability in 
Afghanistan to ensure that the Afghan territory cannot be used by anti-India forces. 
 
Conclusion: 
David Malone-in his book “Does an elephant dance” described India USA relationship as proverbial 
blind man and elephant are trying to understand each other. President-elect Joy Biden will inherit a 
landscape fraught with challenges and ill-will toward the United States in countries hostile to Trump's 
"America First" mantra, as well as his unpredictability and opposition to international cooperation. 
Biden is up against unprecedented challenges. In the current situation, the United States' relations 
with China are the worst. America's European allies are disillusioned. Iran is restocking enriched 
nuclear fuel, and North Korea is beefing up its nuclear arsenal. 
Ashley J. Tellis- held that despite their shared affinities of constitutional democracy, liberal politics, 
and civic nationalism, the United States and India have not enjoyed consistently warm relations 
because of contrasts in worldview, differences in national priorities, and asymmetries in power 
capability, which lasted in their strongest form until the end of the Cold War. 
Every US President in the last two decades — Bill Clinton, George W Bush, Barack Obama, and Donald 
Trump — disagreed on many issues, but there was one thing they all agreed on: a stronger relationship 
with India. 
That is, there has been a tradition of bipartisan support for stronger ties with India, and each US 
President has improved on what his predecessor left behind over the last two decades. 
From a distance, there is no reason to think that Biden won't carry on the tradition; however, he will 
undoubtedly add his own unique style and nuance to the pairing. Against the backdrop of China's 
aggressive stance toward the US and the rest of the world, India must be America's strongest natural 
ally going forward. 
 
c) Comment on the dynamics of India's engagement with International Financial Institutions in the 
Post-covid 19 worlds. 
 
Answer: 
The world is adjusting to the disruptions brought on by the virus nearly two years after the World 
Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. The pandemic's toll on healthcare systems has 
been its most significant and lasting effect. The economic toll, on the other hand, has been more 
enduring and widespread. 
Government action to counter infections and contain the spread of the virus led to global supply 
shocks, especially in manufacturing, and lockdowns and other containment measures caused 
widespread business disruption. It is now clear that the pandemic has brought the world to the 
second great economic and financial crisis of the 21st century and is likely to have long-term 
structural repercussions. 
However, the international order was already in flux because of geopolitical changes that had started 
to take place before the pandemic. There was an undeniable trend toward a more multipolar world, 
and Asia started to become the centre of the global economy. 
A new post-COVID dispensation will unavoidably emerge because of the significant changes to the 
current global order. A new world with a better future for everyone can now be shaped in this state of 
flux by aspirant and emerging powers taking centre stage. 
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India’s future on the world stage: 
Despite the virus's economic devastation, India's quick response has been commendable. Two billion 
doses of the vaccine have already been administered. 
In addition to protecting its own people, India has acted in the best interests of the world by 
providing medical supplies and equipment to more than 150 countries and placing a critical supply 
of the COVID-19 vaccine on the global market. Indeed, the pandemic is an opportunity for India to 
reflect on its potential as a global leader, especially as the country celebrates 75 years of 
independence. 
For many years, India has provided critical drugs and medications to the global market, most recently 
investing in the supply of the COVID-19 vaccine to ensure equitable access worldwide. 
 
India: turning the disaster into an opportunity: 
The first multilateral summit was held by India's South Asian Association of Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) initiative at the start of the COVID crisis, inspiring the G20 and others to follow suit. With 
the country taking over the G20 presidency in December 2022, it will undoubtedly play a key role in 
the global recovery process following COVID. 
Aside from the pandemic, India is meeting other global commitments, such as climate mitigation 
promises. It is also on track to meet other lofty goals, such as making renewables 40% of its energy 
mix by 2030 and managing the sequestration of 2.5 billion tonnes of carbon. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi committed India to an ambitious Panchamrit pledge at the ongoing 
United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow, Scotland, which will 
see the country address five key sectors of its economy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Energy, 
mobility, industry, infrastructure and cities, and agriculture are the five sectors most critical to 
meeting the global 1.5-degree Celsius warming target. 
Mission 2070: A Green New Deal for a Net-Zero India, a recent World Economic Forum report, 
outlines how India's path to net zero will have an estimated economic impact of more than $1 trillion 
by 2030 and around $15 trillion by 2070. Furthermore, as part of its efforts to support the 
achievement of the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals, India has prioritised cooperation, 
technology, and digitalization (SDGs). 
 
World bank and India: 
The bank's assistance programme is guided by the Country Partnership Framework (CPF). The bank 
recognises the significance of Indian states and collaborates with them to address their development 
priorities. One recent success of bank assistance in this area has been the Golden Quadrilateral 
Highway project. The bank has provided more than US$1,000 million to support and finance the 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan. 
The bank assistance for COVID-19- The Bank approved US$ 2.75 billion in emergency lending by the 
end of June 2020 to support India's response to the Covid-19 crisis. The Bank responded by strongly 
supporting Gol's three-phase pandemic response strategy. In the first phase, the Bank collaborated 
with the Gol to meet the Gol's immediate healthcare needs. The second phase included a programme 
to assist the poor and vulnerable communities most impacted by the pandemic. The third phase 
focused on economic stabilisation and included a Bank-sponsored project for micro, small, and 
medium-sized businesses (MSMEs). 
 
International Monetary Fund (IMF): 
India's current Special Drawing Rights (SDR) quota in the IMF is 13,114, or 2.76 percent of the total, and 
its voting share is 2.63. The development of the government securities market, reforms to the foreign 
exchange market, public expenditure management, tax and customs administration, and the 
strengthening of statistical systems in connection with special data dissemination standards are just a 
few of the areas in which the Fund has offered technical assistance to India in recent years. 
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Asian Development Bank (ADB): 
The ADB's country partnership strategy 2018-22 for India aims to accelerate the country's inclusive 
economic transformation by building industrial competitiveness, creating jobs, accelerating growth of 
low-income states and addressing environmental and climate change challenges. India has valued the 
assistance the ADB has given in the battle against COVID-19. Along with regional technical assistance 
for the healthcare sector to combat Covid-19, the ADB had contributed US$ 1.5 billion in 
countercyclical facility and US$ 3.00 million from the Asia-Pacific Disaster Relief Fund. 
 
New Development Bank: 
India has accessed the largest loan amount from the NDB, similar to how it does with the World Bank. 
By supporting India's economic expenditure on rural infrastructure related to natural resource 
management and rural employment generation under the Gol's Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Generation Scheme, the Gol and NDB signed a loan agreement in December 2020 for a 
loan of US$ 1 billion to support India's economic recovery from Covid-19 (MGNREGS). Although the 
NDB adds value for the global South, the tense relations between China and India right now do not 
bode well for the NDB. For the NDB to be more useful for the developing world, India, and China, the 
two major economies of the BRICS, must put aside their differences. 
 
Conclusion: 
For many years, India was regarded as the "Vishwa Guru." The nation had been a hub for knowledge 
because it was one of the world's oldest civilizations. As India strives to fulfil its potential to benefit 
the world, we have made a number of moves to elevate India back to the status of "Vishwa Guru." 
The world is one family, according to the Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam Philosophy, which motivates 
India's diplomatic efforts on a global scale. This is the kind of story that the world needs right now. 
The Indian government has been implementing significant structural reforms over the last few years 
to improve the economy's long-term prospects. The launch of several initiatives, such as the Gati 
Shakti National Master Plan, National Infrastructure Pipeline, National Monetization Plan to 
support infrastructure development, and the Atmanirbhar Bharat mission, demonstrates the 
government's desire to catalyse India's transformation. 
For India to continue its current growth and influence trajectory, sustainable economic growth must 
be prioritised. To create an economic strategy that encourages rapid growth, the nation must 
continue to embrace transformational change rather than incremental change. 
India will also need to keep improving its level of competitiveness and business accessibility. 
Additionally, the nation will need to step up its infrastructure efforts for health and education as well 
as for roads and bridges. 
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