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SECTION – A 
 
Q.1) Discuss the following in not more than 150 words. 
 
a) Trace India's ideational engagement with Indo-pacific. 
 
The belief that the Indo-Pacific notion is neither new nor an aberration has served as the foundation 
for New Delhi's acceptance of this geopolitical reality and the articulation of its pivotal role and vision 
for this dynamic theatre. 
 
Numerous strategists have maintained that the Indo-Pacific conceptualization has been around 
before, although in different circumstances, and that Indian thinking has always been present in this 
discussion. The importance of India's interaction with the Indo-Pacific littorals from a geopolitical 
perspective was recognised even before the country gained independence by its political and 
strategic thinkers like Jawaharlal Nehru in his ‘Discovery of India’. 
 
India has always viewed itself as an Indo-Pacific actor for the following reasons: (a) its geographic 
location; (b) its stakes and interests, which are primarily in the Indian Ocean and secondary in the 
Pacific and are reflected in its naval deployments and exercises; (c) its bilateral partnerships, which 
then see a shared interest in the region converge in various plurilateral fora with diverse partners; 
and (d) its presence in de facto Indo-Pacific bodies that it is a member of. 
 
The Indo-Pacific is a conceptualization of the peaceful periphery on the seas and as the lynchpin of 
the Indian Ocean. According to India, the Indo-Pacific region is "based in a reclamation of its 
traditional strategic domain in the Indian Ocean, drifting outwards." India's Indo-Pacific policy, 
which reflects both India's aspirations and capabilities, is broken down into six broad, interconnecting 
tiers, according to Foreign minister Jaishankar.  
 
These included creating an interconnected blue economy that promotes mutual prosperity, 
strengthening ASEAN's central role, improving naval capabilities, and forging cooperative defence 
connections. Last but not least, the emphasis is on reviving long-standing Indian cultural and religious 
ties to the area. 
 
All of these objectives have now solidified India's vision for the region, which includes multilateral 
platforms led by India like the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI), which was proposed by the 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the East Asia Summit (EAS) in 2019 and grounded in the 
Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR). 
 
b) Highlight changes in India's policy towards Post-civil war Sri Lanka. 
 
The Sri Lankan civil war ended in 2009 after decades of conflict starting a fresh chapter in not just the 
country’s domestic politics but also its ties with India. India had oscillated between covert support for 
the LTTE rebels, mediation in the late 80s, disowning the LTTE after Rajiv Gandhi assassination and 
finally supporting the peace process without direct involvement. 
 
Following the war, India also the unprecedented step of supporting a country specific resolution 
against the Lankan side citing human rights violations. There has also been push from India to 
recognise and rehabilitate war affected Tamils and their civil and political rights.  
 
Further, there has been Indian infrastructural support to the war- torn Northern Lanka in the form of 
a Tamil cultural centre, houses, schools and stadiums. Pressure from Tamil Nadu on the union 
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government on taking sides in the Lankan civil war earlier has now been replaced by pressure to 
release Tamil fishermen arrested by Lankan navy for trespassing.  
Shivshankar Menon has argued that despite the end of civil war, India is still concerned with the 
implementation of the 13th amendment of the Sri Lankan constitution to grant equal rights to Tamils 
without which there could be another civil war. 
 
India’s seeming diffidence towards Sri Lanka during the civil war gave space for China to exert its 
influence by its practice of buying elites in smaller countries, in the words of SD Muni. India has 
fought to reclaim lost ground by increasing its investment through its SAGAR programme and AAGC 
[Asia Africa Growth Corridor] along with Japan and Australia. Further, there have been regular 
military drills and exercises between the countries. India has also lent huge lines of credit to Sri 
Lanka battling against its economic crisis. 
 
While the domestic politics concerning its Tamil population will no doubt affect Indo-Sri Lankan ties, 
the dynamic character of international relations and great power competition will further complicate 
the relationship and add more dimensions to it. 
 
c) Discuss the cooperation and challenges at BRICS. 
 
The BRICS accelerated the development of a multipolar system of international relations and the 
expansion of international economic cooperation. A new economic system based on equitable access 
for all nations to financial and sales markets, a blend of state planning and a market economy, has 
emerged as a result of the growth of the BRICS.  
The BRICS paradigm's worth lies not just in raising the objectives or capabilities of the member 
nations, but rather in a qualitative shift in the way that the Global South approaches economic 
development. 
 
There has been concerted efforts to work out a framework for public private partnerships backed by 
BRICS. Further, efforts towards a BRICS Vaccine Centre is also underway which gained further 
significance in the light of the pandemic. India, for its part, has proposed a BRICS startup event and a 
BRICS Railways Research Network to strengthen connectivity and supply chains between member 
states. BRICS has also established a Gender and Women’s forum for addressing women’s issues and 
their empowerment. 
BRICS has helped strengthen multilateralism by establishing the New Development Bank (NDB) and 
enable creation of an equitable international economic institution compared to the hierarchical 
Bretton Woods Institutions. It has also been followed by establishment of a Contingency reserve 
arrangement. 
 
One of the main challenges was the lack of consensus on key security issues like terrorism. For 
instance, the US-India resolution to recognise Pakistan based terrorists was blocked by China.  
Further, the members don’t see eye to eye on issues concerning USA and the West as Russia and 
China are firmly in the opposite camp unlike India. Similarly, the West too has lesser sympathy for 
BRICS as an organisation because of Russia and China. 
 
BRICS is also seen as artificial grouping with very less common strategic interests which came 
together because of a financial prediction at the turn of the century that the BRICS economies would 
boom in the coming decades. However, the countries haven’t been able to realise their economic 
potential as was prophesised. 
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The biggest issue moving forward is reconciling two of the biggest members India and China who 
have been facing border disputes which could spill over and end up paralysing BRICS. There’s also not 
much consensus on a possible expansion of BRICS.  
 
Raja Mohan has argued that despite internal challenges, global circumstances have forced 
cooperation among the member countries. India, China, and Russia's ability to resolve their internal 
and international problems will determine the destiny of the BRICS. The forum should be used for 
consultation, coordination, and cooperation on current global topics of shared interest and to 
increase understanding between the member countries. 
 
d) Write about India and the discourse of responsibility regarding nuclear weapons.  
 
In spite of not being a member to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, India has over the past ten 
years established itself as an exception to the nuclear non-proliferation regime by gaining access to 
nuclear materials and technologies from the Nuclear Suppliers Group, thus, signifying its position as a 
‘responsible nuclear power’.  
 
The non proliferation treaty (NPT) was a highly discriminating treaty that allowed countries that went 
nuclear before 1967 to remain as nuclear powers and prohibited the rest from developing nuclear 
weapons putting in place a form of ‘nuclear apartheid’. The western powers held the power of 
developing the discourse of responsibility that saw India as incapable of exercising its nuclear 
capability in a responsible way. 
 
Priya Chacko and Alexander Davis have argued that India resignified the western discourse on 
responsibility and attached it with nuclear equality and disarmament rather than only non-
proliferation and nuclear apartheid. The notion of resignification was given by Judith Butler who 
drew on theories of Derrida and Althusser on performative discourses to oppose ‘historically 
sedimented effects’. 
 
India used its flawless record in non proliferation and also its ‘civilisational exceptionalism’ to change 
the highly Eurocentric discourse on nuclear responsibility that focused only responsible use of 
nuclear technology. India, after its 1998 tests, thus also linked responsible use of nuclear weapons to 
the discourse on responsibility. It was also transformed into a form of resistance against the unjust 
and inequitable nuclear regime. 
 
By shifting the discourse of responsibility regarding nuclear weapons, India was able to carve its own 
space in the international nuclear regime despite not signing NPT and still adhering to its core tenets 
of non-proliferation challenging the existing discourse effectively. 
 
e) Discuss India -Vietnam defence and Security Cooperation. 
 
An increasingly significant component of the "comprehensive strategic partnership" between India 
and Vietnam is collaboration in the fields of defence and security. Government-to-government 
discussions, bilateral agreements, defence lines of credit, potential defence purchases, maritime 
cooperation, and multilateral cooperation are just a few examples of this extensive cooperation. 
 
India and Vietnam signed a 15 point defence assistance agreement in 2000 which involved 
institutionalisation of a regular defence ministerial dialogue and training of Vietnamese pilots by the 
IAF along with joint maritime exercises and repairing of naval vessels. It was further upgraded to a 
comprehensive strategic partnership in 2016. 
 

Page 3 of 24

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

It has also led to extensive staff level defence dialogue at the armed forces level with separate army, 
navy and airforce talks. There have been eight strategic dialogues between India and Vietnam till now 
along with a separate India–Vietnam Maritime Security Dialogue. India has also offered Defence 
Lines of Credit for purchase of high speed patrol boats along with regular defence procurement of 
Brahmos missile, Akash Surface to air missile and Dhruv advanced light helicopter. 
 
India, under its ITEC also trains 60-70 Vietnam defence personnel along with joint military exercises 
like the VINBAX (for army). Further, Vietnam has also supported India’s call for a Comprehensive 
Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT). 
 
In view of the tensions in the Indo-pacific, Vietnam has joined the Quad+ framework while India has 
supported Vietnam’s position in the South China Sea. India has even taken efforts for oil and gas 
exploration in the South China Sea. India has also engaged multilaterally with Vietnam through 
ASEAN and and its Defence Ministers Meeting framework. 
 
Indo-Vietnam security and defence ties can further be strengthened by trilateral agreements with 
counties like Japan and extending their cooperation to the mutual benefit of all. 
 
 
Q.2) a) Comment on development of Indian foreign policy towards West Asia from uncertainty in 
Post-Coldwar interregnum to Post-Pokhran II status seeking. 
 
The early 1990s saw a lot of churn in West Asia that led to uncertainty in India’s policy towards the 
region. India too was staring at an impending change in its foreign policy with the fall of USSR and the 
cold reality of a unipolar world. 
 
The 1991 Iraqi war put paid to the dreams of Arab nationalism and Arab unity leading to deep 
divisions. The PLO (Palestinian liberation organisation) supported Iraq and ended up losing support of 
the Arab states. As a result, India opened full diplomatic relations with Israel pointing to the Israeli—
Palestinian peace process. 
 
India's calculations both domestically and internationally started to alter. India's economic woes were 
made worse by the conflict, which spiked oil prices and forced the country to turn to the USA for 
assistance in obtaining IMF financing to avoid defaulting on its debts. India's status-seeking actions in 
the Middle East seemed to be a faraway concern for much of this time. 
 
The Middle East played a major role in India's associational status-seeking strategy in two ways 
starting in the late 1990s. First, India had expectations placed on its behaviour in the region as a result 
of its tighter ties with the USA, which India anticipated would make it easier for it to accommodate its 
status in the international system. The 1998 nuclear tests conducted by India at Pokhran not only 
prompted harsh American sanctions but also significantly increased India's legitimacy as a rising 
power. 
 
Secondly, India in return for its recognition by USA, had to embellish its responsible nuclear power 
credentials by opposing Iran and aligning with USA. Later, India also started participating in naval 
exercises in the Gulf waters followed up by its ‘Look West’ policy increasing its power projection 
capabilities in West Asia. India also participated in a lot of evacuation operations like Operation 
Sukoon in Lebanon in 2006, Operation Safe Homecoming in Libya in 2011 and Operation Raahat in 
Yemen in 2015. 
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By 2005, a confident India, despite desiring US recognition refused to put boots on ground in Iraq at 
US’s request along with similar Responsibility to Protect (R2P) missions. As a result, India's 
associational status-seeking approach was limited by its continued adherence to the UN multilateral 
framework and its scepticism of, if not resistance to, armed action by other countries in the region. 
 
India, now is among the very few major players in West Asia with strong ties with almost all the MENA 
countries and is using it to strengthen the weakening rules based international order evident in 
recent developments like the West Asian Quad.  
 
b) Examine the geo- politics of Chabahar port for India, Iran and Afghanistan. 
 
The Chabahar port agreement was signed between Iran, India and Afghanistan in 2016 underlining the 
deep economic, geostrategic and commercial importance of the port for all the three countries.  
 
For India, the port is an opportunity to increase its bilateral trade volume with Iran and help its export 
oriented domestic businesses against Chinese competition. It upends the territorial gap made by 
Pakistan and restores the long-standing connections between Iran and India.  
 
By enabling a connection with India via Iran, Chabahar also helps to maintain India's influence on and 
in Afghanistan as well as its favourable reputation among Afghans. As a result, Pakistan's influence 
over the Afghan economy is lessened, and its already limited sphere of influence is further 
constrained. It permits India to prevent Pakistan from taking advantage of its strategic location.  
 
The Chabahar project makes Pakistan's attempts to limit India's access to Iran and Afghanistan futile 
by directly connecting India to Iran and, consequently, to Afghanistan. It is also touted as a viable 
alternative to the China-Pakistan economic corridor. 
 
For Iran, Chabahar helps develop the underdeveloped Makran region which can help it avoid the fate 
of nearby Baluchistan. Further, Chabahar is an important deep water port for Iran reducing cost of 
operations and its dependence on UAE for larger shipments. Since it’s outside Hormuz strait, it will 
also be open to international waters. Development of Chabahar port can also help nullify a part of US 
sanctions on Iran. The agreement also includes a free trade zone in the region that can help Iran 
attract investments from various industries and countries. 
 
Afghanistan has the chance to stop depending on Pakistan for its trade and commerce requirements 
as well as to get over Pakistan's restrictions on connectivity between India and Afghanistan through 
the Chabahar project. It also allows Taliban to increase its legitimacy by cooperating on a 
multinational project like Chabahar. 
 
The Chabahar-Zahedan-Sarakhs railway will help connect India to Afghanistan and all the way to 
Central Asia too. There are plans to connect it to INSTC (International North South Transport 
corridor) and TRACEA (Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia) which connect it with the EU. 
Chabahar will help create a transit hub that can enable both India and Iran to establish cooperation 
with Central Asia Regional Economic cooperation ( CAREC). This will heal reduce the volatility of the 
oil market for the stakeholder countries.  
 
India has interests in a safe South Asia, a stable Afghanistan, and keeping Pakistan in check on its 
western flank. India can achieve these objectives thanks to the Chabahar project by shifting regional 
and global paradigms to its advantage.  
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c) Examine India- ASEAN partnership sans RCEP. 
 
The early 1990s saw the beginning of a partnership between India and the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), mostly in the economic sphere. Since then, the India-ASEAN cooperation has 
mostly been maintained on a stable course by economic ties which was jolted by India’s withdrawal 
from Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations in 2019.  
 
Despite the RCEP drawback, Indo-ASEAN ties are acquiring new dimensions further strengthening 
ties and ensuring mutual cooperation. At the most recent summit, India and ASEAN released a joint 
declaration on marine security, and they also agreed to align the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific 
(AOIP) with India's Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI). 
 
Later this year, an informal gathering of India's and ASEAN's defence ministers will coincide with the 
ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting (ADMM) along with a joint maritime exercise. On the economic 
front, the $100 billion trade between India and ASEAN has tried to make up for India’s absence from 
RCEP. This calls for considerably greater focus and the development of fresh supply chains that are 
resilient and independent of China.  
 
A high-potential field is the mobility of people, particularly in the context of tourism. Indian tourists 
to ASEAN increased over time during the pre-COVID-19 era, reaching over five million in 2019. Over 
nine million ASEAN visitors came to India in the same year, an increase of nearly 5% from the year 
before. 
 
India and Southeast Asia share a rich and diverse set of cultural ties. Buddhism and Hinduism were 
introduced to Southeast Asia from India. Sanskrit and Pali, two Indian languages, have inspired a 
number of the local scripts. The culture of the area has been influenced by Indian literature, court 
customs, food, and clothing. 
 
The development of the Quadrilateral Security Initiative (the Quad), which ASEAN is uncomfortable 
with, has made the dynamics between ASEAN and India more complicated. The lack of a proper 
unified response against China from ASEAN also makes it difficult for an Indo-ASEAN consensus. 
 
Although the two sides have developed close ties and made significant progress over the past few 
decades, there is still enormous room for development. A long overdue review of the ASEAN-India 
Agreement on Trade (AITIGA) can help in this direction. There can be further convergence on issues 
like digital connectivity and e-commerce, climate change and sustainability challenges. 
 
 
Q.3) a) “Co-existential task of India's foreign policy aimed at ensuring its role in the international 
arena consistently include continuation of an independent foreign policy and obtain the status of 
great power recognized by world community”. In context of above statement discuss India's 
position in the world. 
 
Indian Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar recently asserted that the globe was going through "deep 
geopolitical, geo-economic, and technical upheavals." As a result, India's foreign policy is currently 
being put to a test in terms of options and allies in the global community creating a dilemma of 
engagement and autonomy.  
 
A growing multipolar world with China in the ascendancy and Russia harbouring hopes of an empire 
and US driving to retain its hegemony has put India in the crossroads and prioritise its autonomous 
and independent foreign policy to serve its strategic interests. 
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In the post-Cold War international system, Kissinger anticipated that India would become a pivotal 
swing state. In his book Diplomacy, he states that India will be guided by its geopolitical interests to 
share some of the security responsibilities currently carried by the United States in the region 
between Aden and Malacca over the decade. His prophecy has been vindicated with the rise of Quad 
and elevation of Indo-US relations to a special strategic one. 
 
In Eurasia, however, this partnership fails because, despite China's protracted influence over the 
region, India has more equity with Moscow. In order to balance the political realities of Eurasia and 
the Indo Pacific, New Delhi has been forced to walk a fine line. Further, the recent Ukraine invasion by 
Russia has upended India’s strategic calculations with deeper rifts between the West and Russia and 
China.  
 
India’s quest for strategic autonomy has been helped by opting for an independent path by criticising 
both the Russian invasion but also refusing to toe the Western line on sanctions. India has thus 
prioritised diversification with a wide basket of strategic partners and at the same time reconfiguring 
autonomy as ability to accomplish joint goals through ‘power with others’ (Joseph Nye).  
 
While Indo-US partnership has grown in view of the Chinese threat in the Indo – Pacific , India’s 
relationship with Russia still forms the backbone of India’s military preparedness and this is further 
complicated by a growing Russia-China – Pakistan triangle. Thus, realpolitik sense guides India not 
to involve itself in conflicts like the Ukrainian one where it doesn’t have direct stakes despite the need 
for Delhi to have its say as an aspiring global power. 
 
Raja Mohan also called out the false dichotomy between alliances and aspirations of being a great 
power arguing that India’s traditional fear of alliances as permanent wedlock rather than a political 
arrangement to counter a common threat.He thus sees India wanting more internationalism, but one 
rooted in realism that can augment its security and economic priorities. 
India is becoming a more significant geopolitical player, although its geoeconomic priorities and 
postures are still developing. Further, India is yet to fulfil the 20th century project of building social 
and physical infrastructure even as it has to leverage 21st century opportunities in the fourth 
industrial revolution and attendant digital shifts. 
 
India understands that in order to take a seat at the management table, it must gradually give up its 
position as the global trade union's leader. This process is largely already in motion. India was a 
prominent G77 member in the latter half of the 20th century; the group was made up only of 
developing nations. India joined the G20, an association of the twenty biggest economies in the world, 
around the turn of the century. India was most recently invited as a special visitor to the G7, an 
exclusive club of largely Western industrialised economies, in 2019. 
 
India, as the British historian E. P. Thompson wrote, 'is perhaps the most important country for the 
future of the world.” It is thus, imperative for both India and the world, in general, to rise to its 
potential as a global power through its own robust and independent foreign policy. 
 
b) Examine the Tamil issue in India Sri Lanka relationship.  
 
The geographical proximity of India and Srilanka and their shared cultural heritage have shaped how 
the government of India and the state government of Tamil Nadu deal with Sri Lanka. 
 
Apart from the historical migration between Sri Lanka and south India, the British rule saw 
recruitment and migration of lakhs of Tamils in Lankan plantations. The Sirima-Shastri Pact, which 
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was signed in October 1964 by the prime ministers of India and Sri Lanka, Lal Bahadur Shastri and 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, called for the citizenship of some Indian Tamils and their repatriation. 
 
In the decades later, India was accused by Sri Lanka of supporting Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam by 
funding and training them. The Indo-Lanka Accord, which was signed by both nations in 1987, sparked 
India's Peacekeeping Forces (IPKF) intervention to support the Sri Lankan government's struggle 
against the LTTE and launched India's campaign for the devolution of powers in Sri Lanka through the 
thirteenth amendment. The assassination of Rajiv Gandhi further cemented India’s approach. 
 
The Tamil Nadu State government and politicians supported the reconciliation process and 
development drive after the separatist conflict in Sri Lanka came to an end in 2009, forcing India to 
decide between supporting Sri Lankan Tamils or allying with the Sri Lankan government. The support 
of MPs from Tamil Nadu was critical for the coalition government of UPA and hence it abstained from 
voting on resolutions regarding Sri Lanka.  
 
This is further complicated by the perceived abuse of Tamil fishermen by Sri Lankan Navy for 
trespassing of maritime borders. The drying up of maritime resources on the Indian side push the 
fishermen into the Sri Lankan side and the lack of efforts from both the centre and state governments 
in weaning away fishermen from the Sri Lankan border has led to continued tensions. Further, Tamil 
Nadu also doesn’t recognise such illegal and unregulated fishing as illegal. 
 
The Tamil concern in Indian foreign policy towards Sri Lanka also pushed Lanka more towards 
China and Pakistan creating a quandary for India.  
 
However, in recent years, the Union government has been able to reconcile Tamil concerns and 
geopolitical concerns to an extent with infrastructure aid directed at Jaffna and other war-torn parts 
of Sri Lanka like a cultural centre for Tamils and upgrading the KKS harbour in northern Sri Lanka. 
This has been followed up by India’s aid during the COVID pandemic and the recent Lankan economic 
crisis. 
 
There should be efforts towards settling the Maritime borders issue through promotion of deep-sea 
fishing and other employment opportunities to further elevate Indo-Sri Lankan ties. Further, 
resolving the repatriation and citizenship issue can help India leverage the shared cultural heritage to 
achieve the potential of Indo-SL ties. 
 
c) Discuss India's Post-1998, engagement with Nonproliferation regime and prospects of nuclear 
disarmament strategy. 
 
India shocked the world in 1998 by carrying out five nuclear tests in Rajasthan's Pokhran desert.  The 
nuclear tests put an end to India's protracted ambivalence toward nuclear weapons and put it—as the 
sixth nuclear weapon power in the world—on a path towards nuclear deterrence. 
 
Although the international community harshly criticised New Delhi for its disregard for international 
non-proliferation standards and imposed broad-based economic sanctions, Indian diplomacy was 
successful in reassuring the world of its responsible nuclear behaviour while also defending the 
nation's key strategic interests in the face of deteriorating regional and international security 
conditions.  
 
India also reoriented its relationship with the US and the West and engaged with them as a nuclear 
power elevating its ties as one with a responsible regional nuclear power. The Indo- US nuclear deal 
for instance mainstreamed India in the global nuclear stage and enabled access to technical aid for 
civilian programs. This was further cemented by its membership in groups like the MTCR, Wassenaar 
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group and Australia group leaving out only the NSG. With the efforts of Indian diplomacy, more than 
three-quarters of the 48 NSG members have publicly praised India for its dedication to international 
non-proliferation and supported its admission to the group. 
 
Post 1998 tests, India again reiterated during the 2000 NPT Review Conference that India wouldn’t 
join NPT as a non-nuclear weapon state calling for an end to nuclear apartheid. 
 
In the past, India has consistently been one of the most ardent supporters of "universal" and "total" 
disarmament, and in promoting its disarmament campaign, it gave little thought to non-proliferation 
and arms control issues. The non-proliferation order that was in place after 1998, emphasising arms 
control as a vital step toward the abolition of nuclear weapons, gained increased support from India.  
 
In a sign of progress, India endorsed the NPT's goals, demonstrated its readiness to join the FMCT, 
applied to join export control organisations, and actively participated in the nuclear security summit 
process. India didn’t participate in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons since 
according to it, neither did it create new standards or norms nor did it contribute to the evolution of 
customary international law. 
 
According to India's Working Paper titled "Nuclear Disarmament," presented to the UN General 
Assembly and the Conference on Disarmament, this objective can be accomplished through a step-
by-step process supported by a universal commitment and an accepted global and non-
discriminatory multilateral framework. India also supports the Conference on Disarmament, the only 
global disarmament negotiating body operating on a consensus basis, in its efforts to begin talks on a 
comprehensive nuclear weapons convention. 
 
However, an increasing number of Indian analysts have recommended revising India's nuclear 
doctrine and abandoning its NFU strategy in response to Pakistan's acquisition of TNWs. Further, the 
unwinding of ‘great power consensus’ on non-proliferation and breakdown of US-Russia arms 
control treaties coupled with the inability of Conference on Disarmament to come up with a new 
work programme have created new issues for the world to manage. India’s way forward, must thus 
navigate the uncertain and choppy waters of global nuclear order and the international non-
proliferation system. 
 
 
Q.4) a) The doctrine of non-alignment allowed India to remain aloof from the Cold-War alliances 
while seeking to become the leader of Non-aligned movement (NAM). In context of the statement, 
examine the relevance non-alignment in Indian diplomacy. 
 
The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and its forerunner, the Bandung Afro-Asian Conference in 1955, 
showed a way for weaker states striking a delicate balance with large powers embroiled in bitter 
rivalry and warfare.  
 
Under the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru of India, Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt, and Sukarno of 
Indonesia, later joined by Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia, the newly emerging states adopted a soft 
balancing strategy intended to challenge the superpower excesses in a normative manner in an effort 
to prevent the collapse of the international order into war. Nehru was able to espouse an Asia centric 
internationalism rejecting the traditional balance of power politics ingrained in British India’s 
mental map thereby expanding Asia’s peace area, according to Zorawar Daulat Singh.  
 
The idea of a NAM 2.0 was first mooted by Centre for Policy Research, an Indian think tank through a 
policy document which viewed NAM as a necessity for India in the 21st century. It argued that India 
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neither in the 1950s nor now has an option of joining any alliance and thus, NAM should be the way 
forward. It also argues that NAM2.0 enhances India’s legitimacy and help create a new and alternative 
universality. 
 
NAM 2.0 gains more salience in the backdrop of rising fears of a new Cold War between not two 
warring blocs but complicated coalitions in a structurally unsettled world. Russia is attempting to 
reconstruct its lost glory while China is on an ascendancy with the US trying to retain its hegemony 
creating situations ripe for a new arms race and proxy skirmishes in other countries. It has also led to 
militarisation of oceans bringing the conflict again closer to the Indian waters. 
 
NAM can help India avoid the fear of entanglement in issues that don’t directly involve India while at 
the same time safeguard its interests. A group of like minded countries would be better equipped in 
dealing such issues collectively. A recent example is the Russia- Ukraine war where there was 
pressure from both the West and Russia on India to lend its support.  
 
NAM can also be an effective platform to discuss nonconventional security issues like energy and 
climate change which have differentiated impacts on developed and developing countries. Further, 
NAM’s membership of 120+ countries enable it to have a strong voice in other organisations like the 
UNGA. 
 
NAM 2.0 can also be an instrument of India’s power projection just like how NAM 1.0 helped India 
take up the mantle of leading the global south in the 20th century. With the existing institutions 
dominated by western nations and newer ones like AIIB, SCO moving into China’s orbit, NAM can help 
India provide a platform for countries that don’t have a voice. It can also help in identity construction 
and help show solidarity with third world countries by taking up issues that aren’t paid enough 
attention by other organisations.  
 
However, there are questions on its relevance in the current era as Foreign Minister Jaishankar 
argues that its relevance was limited to a specific era and a particular context. Despite that, the 
independence of action enshrined in it remains a factor of continuity in India’s foreign policy. Further, 
scholars like Constantino Xavier have criticised India’s non-aligned strategy as mostly boiling down 
to lazy thinking.  
 
Former NSA Brajesh Mishra also criticised the idea of NAM 2.0 and its assertion that India should not 
take a side in the conflict between China and the United States. China's strategy reflected the Middle 
Kingdom's desire to dominate, whereas India's top aim should be to forge a stronger alliance with the 
United States. Rajesh Rajagopalan has argued that the driving force behind nonalignment in general, 
is “ideational and power of example”, both of which are inconsequential in international affairs. 
 
TV Paul showed how NAM worked mainly through “naming and shaming” and as norm entrepreneurs 
in nuclear arms control and disarmament. However, India’s status as a nuclear power, albeit 
responsible and a reorientation of our national interests have reduced the salience of NAM for India. 
India’s rising stature and ambitions also require it to take an active part in global issues, even those 
that doesn’t concern it. Nonalignment as a concept, is difficult to fit into this new approach as it 
would inhibit an effective response from India towards such issues.  
 
A new nonalignment need not be a strict nonalignment policy. It can be flexibly shaped as a policy of 
multi alignment that will allow India to have issue-based coalitions to navigate the tricky waters of 
complex interdependence in international relations today.  
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b) Discuss the changing contours of India's economic diplomacy. 
 
The component of diplomacy that concentrates on international economic ties is known as economic 
diplomacy. India was a forerunner in economic diplomacy with the establishment of Indian Technical 
and Economic Cooperation Programme (ITEC) at a time when the rest of the world was concentrating 
on multilateral institutions like UNCTAD and WTO. 
 
While there were establishment of schools, colleges and other institutions built, India’s efforts largely 
didn’t create economic benefits for those countries. As a result, India started offering lines of credit 
(LoC) with soft interest rates and sovereign guarantees covering a vast range of infrastructure like 
roads, railways and industries including agriculture. 
 
In order to provide education and health services through the e-VidyaBharti and e-ArogyaBharti 
programmes, India developed IT Centers of Excellence. In order to give 12,000 completely subsidised 
training slots in courses ranging from cybersecurity and climate change to entrepreneurship and 
education, the original ITEC programme was enlarged. 
 
The initial ITEC programme was expanded to offer 12,000 fully sponsored training slots in a variety of 
disciplines, from business and education to cybersecurity and climate change. In order to encourage 
foreign buyers of Indian goods, the government also began to extend Buyer's Credit worth US $1 
billion. Further, India took the lead in founding the International Solar Alliance and agreeing to 
provide a line of credit (LoC) of US$1.6 billion to finance solar energy projects in developing nations. 
 
In addition to organising trade shows and "Make in India" events, pursuing market access and 
combating non-tariff barriers, India's diplomatic missions became more actively involved in securing 
energy security agreements and oil concessions. One example is India's prominent involvement in 
Expo 2020 in Dubai and the creative use of the India Pavilion to present a New India. 
 
Despite India’s active involvement in multilateral institutions, the rise of protectionism throughout 
the world and bilateral trade deals over multilateral ones have created new challenges. This is further 
complicated by the threat of looming trade wars between major economies that threaten to engulf 
other countries as collateral damage. 
 
India hence, must reprogram its strategy of economic diplomacy by focusing on the rising trends of AI 
& 5G coupled with transparent and welcoming domestic laws and institutions and engaging non-state 
actors like NGOs and the private sector to drive home its advantages. 
 
c) Discuss the relevance of Indian approach of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in context of De-
Securitizing the Arctic. 
 
The Arctic and non-Arctic governments face a variety of geopolitical difficulties as a result of rising 
global temperatures and the opening up of the Arctic leading to a need of rethinking security in the 
region. 
 
The Arctic governments are accused of prioritising their national economic, strategic, and 
geopolitical interests in the area rather than addressing these new challenges holistically. The 
participating states, especially the Arctic five are using these new challenges as a pretext to advance 
their own national interests in the area by moving these "emerging challenges" to the realm of 
"security politics" by interpreting and projecting them as threats to "national security." Even sea lions 
and dolphins are used by these countries for military roles. 
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Thus, the Arctic region solely needs to undergo Desecuritization by which pressing global issues can 
be removed from the context of national security. in order to de-securitize The Copenhagen School 
suggests three tactics: (a) refraining from discussing security-related issues in the first place; (b) 
controlling securitization and avoiding security conundrums and vicious cycles; and (c) bringing 
securitized subjects back into mainstream politics. 
 
According to Bipandeep Sharma, India with huge stakes in the Arctic in the form of the stability of 
Indian monsoons and guarding its huge coastline from sea level rise, can use its traditional philosophy 
of Vasudhaiva Kudumbakam literally meaning that the whole world is one family. 
 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam's essential tenets are love and harmony, cooperation and mutual assistance, 
kinship and relationships. Such a cooperative and united strategy in the Arctic can foster mutual trust 
rather than confrontation. It will help India lead through a positive normative approach rather than 
just focusing on seeing the Arctic as global commons. 
 
Additionally, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in the Arctic needs to be promoted while adhering to the need 
to resolve other complicated issues in the area (such as those relating to territorial sovereignty and 
international navigation) through cooperation among the Arctic states and in accordance with 
international laws. It is also helped by the fact that the Arctic council doesn’t have an official dialogue 
mechanism. 
 
Further, despite India sharing close ties with all the Arctic states reflected in the unanimous vote for 
India’s permanent observer status in the Arctic council, its participation in the council has been 
underwhelming. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, an old Indian philosophical method, thus, will help boost 
India’s participation and contribution to the council and the world and also help remove from the 
purview of security politics those regional issues that affect all of humanity but are being militarised 
in the name of defending the interests of the dominating Arctic states. 
 

SECTION – B 
 

Q.5) Answer the following questions in about 150 words each: 
 
a) Write about SCO vs QUAD conundrum for India. 
 
The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation is a Eurasian political, economic and security organization 
comprising India, China, Russia and other central Asian countries while Quad is a strategic security 
dialogue between India, Australia, Japan and the USA.  
 
While the Quad, which was first established in 2004 following the Tsunami, was put on hold in 2009 
and resurrected in 2017, India joined the SCO in 2017. While the Quad focuses on India's maritime 
neighbourhood, the SCO deals with India's continental neighbourhood.  
 
The Quad, which comprises the US and its allies, is considered as a coalition to oppose China and, 
Russia, whereas the SCO, led by Russia-China, is seen as a counter-NATO organisation. India 
participates in discussions and military drills at the SCO with nations like China and Pakistan, while at 
the Quad, it has taken part in naval drills and made statements against regional hegemony and cross-
border terrorism directed at China and Pakistan. 
 
With the exception of India, SCO nations have mostly taken a position in favour of the Taliban, are in 
talks with them, and want sanctions against them to be loosened. On the other hand, members of the 
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Quad have maintained a greater distance from the new government in Kabul and have refrained from 
engaging the Taliban in discussion. 
 
However, this conundrum faced by India is not a new one as there are examples of Turkey being a 
NATO member but also partners Russia and China in other groupings, Pakistan being a part of CENTO 
but also working with China and the US itself being part of troika with Russia and China concerning 
Afghanistan but otherwise competing against them.  
 
This only goes on to show the character of a multipolar world where there are issue based coalitions, 
as Ex-Foreign secretary Vijay Gokahale defined it. Further, in such world alliances are fluid and are 
based on countries finding common cause with different countries and different groupings like India 
has with both Quad and SCO. 
 
b) Discuss the prospects and relevance of I2U2 group.  
 
The I2U2 is a geoeconomic grouping consisting of USA, India, UAE and Israel, also called the ‘West 
Asia Quad’. It arose in the aftermath of Abraham accords between Israel and gulf countries forged on 
the logic of geoeconomics.  
 
Cooperation projects in the areas of water, food security, health, transportation, and space 
cooperation have been identified as the first set of pilots, operating under larger global umbrellas of 
issues like international economic stability, climate change, volatile energy, and food markets that 
have disproportionately impacted the Global South, compared to the more developed parts of the 
world.  
 
I2U2 is being feted as the best format to take decisions on such issues compared to the mammoth and 
unwieldy forums like the UN. Such minilaterals have become significant in the backdrop of rising 
tensions in various parts of the world threatening global value chains. 
 
The grouping is also leveraging the comparative advantages each country is enjoying. For instance, 
the UAE's investment of US$ 2 billion to build high-tech integrated food parks across India will not 
only give Indian agriculture a significant technological boost through potential UAE-Israel state and 
private sector cooperation, but will also give Israel, the UAE, and their regional partners essential 
capacity for food security, providing some protection from more expansive and complex international 
commodities trade frameworks. On the other hand, India can find favour with OPEC via Abu Dhabi 
and enhance its energy security. 
 
I2U2 also underlines India’s much vaunted policy of non-alignment and helps signify its strategic 
autonomy by choosing no sides. However, despite I2U2 stabilising the region, it has also resulted in 
creation of two opposing blocs- Iran and anti-Iran. 
 
I2U2, thus, allows India to use its  positive relationships with Israel, the Gulf, and the US to develop 
profitable business relationships with virtually no potential for harm and also stabilise the volatile 
West Asia to an extent. 
 
c) Comment on the economic ties between India and UAE.  
 
India and UAE recently signed a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) with the 
aim of increasing bilateral merchandise trade to $100 billion by 2030 opening a new chapter in Indo-
UAE economic relations. 
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According to the agreement, the UAE will remove taxes from 80% of its tariff lines, which represent 
90% of India's exports to the UAE in terms of value. This is crucial for exports in fiercely competitive 
industries like apparel and textiles, where Indian exporters have up to now been at a competitive 
disadvantage due to import duties. 
 
Notwithstanding the CEPA, UAE is the third largest trade partner of India and also one of its biggest 
sources of FDI. Further, Eight percent of India’s oil imports come from the UAE, which is also the 
country’s fifth-largest crude oil source. 
 
Further, there has been a rise in Indian investment in UAE’s oil wealth with ONGC Vidhan and Indian 
oil corp taking a 10% stake in Zakum, UAE’s offshore oil and gas field. An MoU was also signed by both 
parties in order to formalise the cooperative management of Indian employees’ contractual 
employment in the Gulf nation to combat trafficking and other malpractices. 
 
Financial services have also received a boost with a potential framework agreement between Bombay 
Stock Exchange and Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange to facilitate investment from both the countries. 
UAE has also planned for a multimodal logistics park in Jammu Kashmir which also signifies a 
geopolitical victory for India. 
 
Lukewarm pace of Indian investment in UAE has however dampened interest in UAE with a decrease 
in bilateral trade in the past few years. 
 
The creation of I2U2, also called the West Asian quad has also synergised economic ties between India 
and UAE. The two sides, thus have increased their collaboration in a number of areas, including 
investment, technology and the knowledge economy, military, and security, as a result of their shared 
economic and geopolitical outlooks. 
 
d) Write about India’s recent initiatives in Afghanistan.  
 
One of the major international attempts to rebuild Afghanistan has come from India. In fact, the 
nation has given about USD 3 billion to Afghanistan's infrastructural and institutional development, 
making it the greatest regional donor.  
 
India's development relationship with Afghanistan during the past 20 years has consisted of four main 
components: a) humanitarian aid; b) infrastructure projects; c) capacity-building initiatives and d) 
small and community-based development projects.. 
 
It is involved in the School Feeding Program and contributed to the construction of the Indira Gandhi 
Institute of Child Health (IGICH). According to data from 2017, 3,500 Afghan officials receive annual 
training in India, where 15,000 Afghan students go to school. Additionally, New Delhi provides Afghan 
nationals with around 600 ITEC (Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation) positions each year. 
 
In the word of Jaishankar, ‘no part of Afghanistan today is untouched by the 400-plus projects that 
India has undertaken in all 34 of Afghanistan’s provinces’. They include the 42MW Salma Dam, 
Zaranj-Delaram highway, the Afghan Parliament and even rebuilt power infrastructure. 
 
The present and upcoming initiatives committed by India's development cooperation and other 
foreign partners have been in jeopardy by the Taliban's return in 2021. Thus, India’s initiatives have 
been curtailed to just humanitarian aid efforts like the help extended during the recent high intensity 
earthquake in Kabul.  
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Other aid efforts have been hamstrung by the lack of proper transportation channels with Pakistan 
refusing a proper transportation channel and the ever present security threat with the added 
headache of rise for the Islamic state-Khorasan.  
 
However, India can use its comparative advantages like the presence of homegrown Ed-tech sector to 
provide online education for girls in Afghanistan. Given that India's involvement in Afghanistan is in 
flux, it is necessary for it to use the multilateral route and try to create a humanitarian aid corridor in 
order to provide help to the Afghan people. 
 
e) Discuss India-Maldives relations in context of Indo-pacific. 
 
Beyond bilateral friendship and strategic collaboration, India and the Maldives have enjoyed strong 
historical and cultural links with India being one of the first countries to recognise Maldivian 
independence in 1965. 
 
The Maldives are often referred to as a toll gate in the Indian Ocean. The two key sea lanes of 
communication (SLOCs) necessary for the flow of maritime trade are situated at the southern and 
northern regions of this Island chain. India's position in the Indian Ocean depends on its relations 
with its neighbours and wary of the expanding Chinese influence. Maldives is in the thick of it being 
one of the important pearls in China’s ‘string of pearls’. 
 
Maldives had continuously backed India in forums like the SAARC, the NAM, the Commonwealth, the 
UN, and the Commonwealth. The G-4 draft resolutions on UN reforms were also co-sponsored by the 
Maldives. For the 2019–20 term, India supported the Maldives' bid for a non-permanent seat on the 
UN Security Council.  
 
Maldives was one of the most important recipients of Indian aid during the pandemic under Mission 
Sagar. The majority of the Maldivian National Defence Force's (MNDF) training opportunities are 
provided by India, which fulfils about 70% of their training requirements. 
 
The contours of Indo-Maldives policy have also been changing with the advent of US and other 
countries rising their stakes in Indo-Pacific with formations like the QUAD, AUKUS etc. 
 
Despite the recent ‘India Out’ campaign in Maldives against Indian infrastructural projects, the 
Maldivian government has retained its India first policy matching India’s own ‘neighbourhood first’ 
policy. The recent Colombo security conclave also saw NSA level talks further strengthening shared 
maritime security challenges in the Indian Ocean. 
 
In a world where ‘sea politics’ has gained prominence, both India and Maldives benefit mutually 
through their relationship by batting for a secure and safe Indo-Pacific by countering rising Chinese 
influence. India must up its game in increasing bilateral expenditure and increase its stake in 
Maldivian foreign policy. 
 
 
Q.6) a) India- China relations can be seen as representing a "double-edged sword", whereby 
elements of their interactions can be regarded as having concurrent benefits and liabilities.’ 
Discuss.  
 
Relations between India and China are becoming more and more entwined as the two largest and 
fastest-rising powers in Asia in today's global politics. This symbiosis can be characterised by its 
obvious similarities, such as a shared civilisational foundation, a shared desire to once again dominate 
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world affairs, and shared modernization objectives. In addition, a number of problems plague 
relations, including long-standing territorial disputes, disagreements over regional hegemony, and 
wider diplomatic tensions 
 
Their significance to the international system is growing due to their expanding economic influence 
on the world stage, increased military spending, enormous populations, and territorial size as two of 
the largest governments in the world. China spent $252.3 billion on military expenditures in 2020, 
while India spent $72.9 billion, ranking second and third internationally. 
 
Having a $69 billion trade deficit in 2021 has led to a set of largely unbalanced economic ties casting 
doubts on broader normative assumptions about mutual development and the alleged "win-win" 
foundation of such relationships, which today favour Beijing more than New Delhi.  Such threat 
perceptions are reinforced by past conflict experiences especially the violent skirmishes at Galwan in 
2020 and Chinese claims to disputed territories of Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin. 
 
There have also been regular suspicions and security concerns through Chinese investments leading 
to Indian efforts in blocking the same. Even Chinese companies were barred from 5G trials in India. 
National security concerns currently seem to take precedence over shared goals of economic 
development in India's relations with China, while New Delhi also continues to be fiercely protective 
of the integrity of its own domestic markets and of the sharing of its raw materials. India's rejection to 
join the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), led by China, is another example of 
this trend. 
 
New Delhi has resisted joining the CPEC, a component of the BRI, out of concern that the project will 
pass through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, potentially undermining India's broader claims to the 
region while simultaneously enhancing Pakistan and allowing for the construction of roads near the 
Indian border that could be used by militants to enter Indian territory.  
 
Such assertions of sovereignty also reflect broader worries that China's influence might serve as a 
strategic roadblock to India's relations with Eurasia and possibly operate as a counterbalance to 
India's Act East Policy, which would lessen India's regional strategic footprint. The improvement of 
Gwadar port is one such piece of infrastructure that India sees as being built as part of a "string of 
pearls" strategy to systematically contain India within South Asia. 
 
Further, China’s overt and covert support to Pakistan against India and India drawing closer to US and 
becoming part of groupings like Quad have pitted India and China in opposite camps of what is 
inching towards a new Cold War. Harsh Pant has even opined that China’s conflict with India is not 
merely a struggle over territory and resources, but rather a paradigm-defining battle for shaping the 
international order. 
 
Greater trade between India and China does indicate a level of interdependence that definitely 
augments their shared development and modernization goals, even while their economic expansion is 
bringing deeper problems that seem to exceed current gains. More significantly, as two governments 
liberalising their economies and striving to become fully mature actors in international affairs, they 
are also confronting, if at potentially different stages, comparable fundamental challenges. 
 
Further, India and China also have mutual interests in maintaining calm and peace in the South Asian 
neighbourhood with fear of terrorism in both Xinjiang and Kashmir. A considerate South Asia policy 
by China may also enlist Indian help in cooperation in improving the infrastructure of the 
subcontinent. 
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The fundamental obstacle to maintaining cordial relations between New Delhi and Beijing remains 
keeping the relationship's double edged nature as evenly balanced as possible, preventing the 
negative side from outweighing the positive. A positive relationship between the two Asian 
powerhouses will help realise the Nehruvian dream of an Asian Century.  
 
b) Discuss the past, present and future of India's vision for Indo-Pacific region.  
 
When the Indian Foreign Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar argued for the logic of the Indo-Pacific and India's 
vision during the Raisina Dialogue in 2021, he justified it as a return to history pointing to the 
historical and cultural continuity from the Arabian Sea to ASEAN.  
 
Former ambassador Nirupama Menon Rao is credited with first introducing the ‘Indo-Pacific’ 
terminology in Indian official circles in 2011 later reiterated in the India—ASEAN Commemorative 
Summit in 2012. India began fine-tuning its conceptualization of the Indo-Pacific framework under 
PM Modi in 2014, reinforcing its push into the Indian Ocean and its dominance in the area. It also 
changed its Look East policy to an Act East policy and tried to create a foothold in the South Pacific. 
 
The Indo-Pacific is envisioned as the peaceful periphery of the seas and as the centre of the Indian 
Ocean. The Indo-Pacific area is, in India's words, "rooted in a reclamation of its historic strategic 
domain in the Indian Ocean, drifting westward." According to Jaishankar, India's foreign minister, the 
Indo-Pacific strategy is divided into six major, interconnected levels that reflect both India's 
objectives and capabilities.  
 
Among them were developing a blue economy that is integrated and encourages shared prosperity, 
enhancing ASEAN's central position, enhancing naval capabilities, and developing defence alliances 
that work together. Last but not least, there is a focus on revitalising the area's long-standing Indian 
cultural and religious ties. 
 
As a result, India has a geostrategic and economic opportunity in the Indo-Pacific. Although India 
helped popularise the Indo-Pacific, it has insisted that the idea is still in its early stages and needs 
more development. It lacks both a top-down structure and a well-defined building block strategy that 
would unite all of its sub-regions under a workable framework. The current realities of China's ascent 
and growing aggressiveness further temper the understanding. 
 
Jaishankar outlined India's prioritisation of '5S' strategies—samvad [dialogue], samman [respect], 
sahyog [cooperation] shanti [peace] samridhi [prosperity]. As part of its "SAGAR" initiative, India had 
outlined a five-pronged strategy that included: boosting economic and security co-operation; 
enhancing maritime security capabilities; promoting peace and security; responding to emergencies; 
and urging all nations to adhere to international maritime rules and norms.  
 
Parts of this ongoing, not so successful effort include India's own plans for the Indian Ocean, such as 
Mausam and the Cotton Route, as well as Indian support for an Africa—Asia Growth Corridor (AAGC). 
In order to improve the maritime logistics infrastructure, New Delhi has also worked on the 
"Sagarmala" project, which entails expanding inland waterways and hinterlands as well as establishing 
new ports and modernising existing ones. 
 
India’s participation in the Quad and welcoming of the AUKUS show its push for building 
convergences across multiple domains and groupings  to create a ‘Coalition of the Willing' in the 
Indo-Pacific. There has also been a rise of issue based coalitions like the Quad+ and the Supply Chain 
Resilience Initiative between India, Japan and Australia to strengthen supply chains. 
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The future of India’s role in the Indo-Pacific will be defined by its deliverables in response to the 
harsh demands of developing countries post pandemic. India must demonstrate its prowess in project 
conception, planning, and execution, and support Indian business in positioning itself as a financially 
and technologically sound partner of developing nations in a range of industries. The overarching goal 
is to make sure that improved connectivity aids in the establishment of standards and norms as well 
as initiatives to promote exports of goods and services. 
 
Maintaining the momentum in the US-India relationship while preventing the China relationship from 
degrading is still crucial for India to realise its objectives in the region. Simultaneously, both should 
help Indo-Pacific countries disentangle themselves from Chinese supply chains. Additionally, for 
addressing the dangers posed by China's rapid military modernization, like-minded nations will need 
to seriously consider how to combine their resources and gain an upper hand over Beijing. 
 
COVID-19 has brought about a new international order in which changes in politics, economics, and 
governance must all be managed jointly. The consolidation of the New Delhi consensus will depend 
on how India influences geopolitics at the local, regional, and international levels. 
 
c) Examine the impact of economic corridors in South Asian countries. 
 
Economic corridor development has been crucial in accelerating infrastructure and economic growth 
in emerging areas. With the help of high-quality distribution networks, logistics, and infrastructure, 
economic corridors link existing road and rail networks to create efficient multimodal transportation 
networks within a specific geographic area. 
 
The South Asian region has seen development of various road corridors like the SAARC corridor, 
Asian Highway-2, Kaladan multimodal transit project etc along with inland maritime transportation 
corridors through seaports. They have been aided by agreements like the BBIN Motor Vehicle 
Agreement (MVA) and BIMSTEC coastal shipping agreement. 
 
Economic corridors allow for the growth of economic development through providing jobs and other 
economic activities. Additionally, it enables individuals to gain access to services that would increase 
their economic productivity. For instance, through improved transportation, people may readily 
access places like marketplaces, schools, and hospitals in addition to their places of employment. 
 
A few examples of sustainable infrastructure development in economic corridors include water 
networks, power plants, and educational and medical institutions. As a result, governments are able to 
offer necessary services that raise people's standards of living and quality of life.  
 
By connecting local communities to economic hubs and centres, educational facilities, infrastructural 
upgrades, and development like transportation, the contributions of economic corridors to the 
economy can range from the generation of economic activities to the creation of employment 
opportunities (for example, the jobs created during the construction of roads and other 
infrastructural facilities). This effect might be especially noticeable in landlocked or underdeveloped 
nations with weak infrastructure. Additionally, the increase in investment resulting from 
infrastructure expansion can greatly raise a nation's GDP. 
 
Economic corridors act as crucial connections between economic hubs located in urban regions and 
connect them when they are geographically close. Its overall contribution to a region's economic 
growth can be measured in terms of the net welfare effects they have. 
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The economies of South Asia are among the least interconnected in the world. However, due to its 
rapid growth, South Asia has the potential for both economic growth and development. Therefore, in 
order to maximise the welfare benefits of economic corridors, it is essential to explore their 
development through infrastructural investments. 
 
 
Q.7) a) Discuss the emerging areas of cooperation between India and USA on bilateral, multilateral 
and international issues.  
 
Based on common democratic values and a growing convergence of interests on bilateral, regional, 
and global concerns, India and the United States have developed their bilateral relations into a "global 
strategic partnership." Regular exchanges of high-level political visits have given bilateral 
cooperation a sustained boost, and the extensive and increasing dialogue architecture has created a 
long-term foundation for engagement between India and the United States. 
 
The bilateral cooperation has become more broad based and spanning multiple sectors like 
education, defence and security, nuclear energy, environment, cybersecurity etc. Defence ties have 
seen a big boost with the signing of all four foundational defence cooperation agreements and tech 
sharing deals like drones. It has further expanded into cooperation in cyberspace and outer space 
which are seen as “war fighting domains”. An inaugural Defence AI dialogue has also been initiated. 
 
Recently, counterterrorism cooperation has been added India-US Comprehensive Global Strategic 
Partnership which focuses on information sharing and exchanging best practices. However, bilateral 
cooperation has been hampered by India’s continued reliance on Russian weaponry and lack of US 
willingness to completely fill the Russian shoes in modernising Indian defence technology.  
 
The Indo-US bilateral bonhomie also spills over to multilateral issues that are of concern to both the 
countries. The US exit from Afghanistan has at once, increased US stakes in India’s participation in the 
region and a decrease in Pakistan’s. Further, new institutions have spawned like Quad and the West 
Asian Quad ( with Israel and UAE) that are at the heart of Indo-US multilateral cooperation with both 
the countries wanting an Indo-Pacific with restrained China and a peaceful middle east respectively..  
 
US also has come back on track on crucial multilateral issues like climate change where India has a lot 
of stakes in. There’s also an emerging consensus on securing global supply chains from predatory 
Chinese influence in case of future conflicts. There is also emerging focus on minilaterals like the 
Japan-India-USA trilateral to work with like minded countries through functional and flexible 
coalitions. 
 
In context of Russian invasion of Ukraine, however,India and US are not seeing eye to eye since India 
didn’t see any sense in completely supporting the West against Russia. Even in the Indo-Pacific, US’s 
India policy is seen as a subset of its South Asia policy reflecting a Cold War mentality. 
 
The dynamics of Indo-US ties take a markedly different turn when it comes to international 
institutions. For instance, India has voted with the US only 20% of the time in UNGA in the last 
decade compared to 80% for Australia and Japan. Further, India and US have opposing views when it 
comes to WTO and trade issues. India is also looking to solve the conundrum between Quad on one 
hand and SCO on the other. US also removed from its Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) 
affecting Indian imports. 
 
However, US has continued to show unwavering support for India’s permanent membership at UNSC 
and also NSG. US and India are on the same page on institutions like the Paris Pact on Climate 
change, G20, ASEAN etc. They were also instrumental in charting the world’s progress after the 
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pandemic through cooperation at WHO and production and delivery of COVID vaccines. US has also 
been a steady supporter of the India sponsored Comprehensive Convention on International 
Terrorism. 
There has also been calls to establish an annual US-India Multilateral Dialogue to focus on 
multilateral issues and build issue-based coalitions of likeminded countries. 
 
The range of India-US ties is growing, and in the coming years there will be more opportunities for 
the two nations to align their goals and capacities and ensure mutual growth and development. 
 
b) Discuss the potentials and constraints of India's inter-play with liberal international order. 
 
The concept of the liberal order centred on the post-war system based on liberal democratic rule, a 
free market economy of the world facilitated by economic interdependence, multilateral 
institutionalism, provision of security communities, and global governance through liberal norms 
and principles, facilitated by the hegemonic leadership of the United States. 
 
The formidable challenges to liberal internationalism include the emergence of authoritarian 
governments, the relative decline of American hegemony, the growing populist wave in Western 
democracies, and broader issues with international institutions and economic interdependence. Thus, 
at this juncture, India has a formidable role in shaping the future of liberal international world order 
with its own set of opportunities and challenges.  
 
India upholds democratic administration as a genuine byproduct of its own freedom struggle rather 
than a façade or a justification for Western ideological dominance of the nation. Therefore, in terms 
of individual rights, secularism, diversity, and all other essential freedoms enshrined in the Indian 
Constitution, in theory, and democratic norms prevalent in the society, in practise, the founding 
principles of LIO are in harmony with the democratic values of India.  
 
India's readiness to take part in liberal regimes and organisations shows that it has faith in the 
effectiveness of multilateral governance. For instance, it reaffirmed its status as one of the biggest 
democracies by joining the Community of Democracy projects in 2000, which was also a UN 
Democracy Fund programme. 
 
India's involvement with the liberal international system must adhere to two requirements. the 
protection of national interest through trade, institutional collaboration, and the overall benefits of its 
involvement in the system. Second, it gives India a chance to stand up for its principles, viewpoints, 
and national identity, as well as to exercise influence and raise its profile in relation to international 
issues. 
 
Amitav Acharya has however, argued that although the United States in particular was the main 
wellspring of the liberal system, engagement was primarily designed for and limited to the core 
Western nations. The liberal order was therefore actually a club of the West, where club goods like 
market access, aid, investment, and the provision of a security are provided on a selected and 
constrained basis. Shashi Tharoor characterised the Liberal international order as neither liberal, 
nor international nor an order. 
 
Additionally, despite adhering to liberal democratic norms and practises, India has beliefs that are 
different from those of the West in many ways, particularly when it comes to cultural context. 
Divergent opinions on more general political, economic, and social principles result from this divide. 
For instance, there are significant differences when it comes to individualism and family values even 
though India and the West share political democracy. The liberal order is generally regarded as a 
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Western political order that is not totally compatible with Indian principles, and these discrepancies 
have an overall impact on the concept of political order. 
 
The United States' overall worldview is based on the universalization of liberal values. In this 
context, American hegemony means promoting liberalism throughout the world while India is more 
wedded to the idea of Westphalian notions of sovereignty. Apart from this, India’s internal problems 
like poverty, inequality and social tensions are also seen as impediments to India playing major role 
in the liberal international order.  
 
Shyam Saran’s definition of a New Delhi consensus marked by the maintenance of liberal democracy 
alongside rapid economic growth, a distinctly non-Western cultural ethos, a constructive role in 
the emergence of global governance, and a benign sponsor of international development will thus 
help cement India’s engagement with the liberal international order.  
 
c) Discuss the evolution of India's foreign policy towards Europe. 
 
There have been various ebbs and flows in Indo-European relations with a slow conscious start to the 
relation with suspicions of colonialism, cautiously sharing mutual interests and concerns which later 
branched out into a strategic partnership in a multipolar world. 
 
Despite the influence of European ideals on our founding fathers, residual fears of colonialism and 
new fears of market colonialism constrained India’s ties with Europe. Further, India also saw ten 
formation of a common European market as a closed protectionist system against the interests of the 
global South. 
 
Only after the fall of USSR, India signed a formal cooperation agreement with EU that gave a political 
edge to the previously commercial and economic partnership. This was further hit by downfall in 
relations with India’s 1998 nuclear tests. Post 1998, Krishan Rana arguesIndia engaged individually 
with European countries like France and Germany. 
 
Post 2000 saw a recovery in Indo-European relations with summit level meetings which elevated the 
position of India in international politics, according to Bhaswati Mukherjee. India’s ascendant ties 
with US also helped elevate its ties with EU especially after the Indo-US nuclear deal. India also took 
time in reconciling the different approaches it reserved for Western Europe and Eastern Europe with 
high level visits resuming only in the recent years. 
 
The relationship also became multidimensional with stakes in important projects like the 
International thermonuclear reactor (ITER) and a green strategic partnership. There has been an 
increasing convergence on Indo-Pacific too with shared threat perception when it comes to China 
and emphasis on a rule based international order. 
 
There have however, been bottlenecks in the form of India’s preference of bilateral relationships with 
countries like Britain, Germany and France since EU is seen as a post modern entity difficult to 
understand and deal with.  
 
With the unreliability of US as the leader of the free world and the rise of multipolarity, Indo-EU 
relationship has the potential to diversify EU’s China dependence while at the same time, help India 
with EU’s economic and technological heft.  
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Q.8) a) Bring out the impact of Ukrainian crisis on India's foreign policy and relations. 
 
The Russia-Ukraine crisis has disturbed the careful balance in the world order and created a litmus 
test for various bilateral and multilateral relationships around the world. India, in particular had 
stakes in both the sides as Russia was one of its most important strategic partners and also enjoyed a 
rapidly ascendant relationship with the US and the West. 
 
While Russia has long been India's friend and ally as well as a supplier of defence equipment in critical 
situations, it’s bonhomie with China, especially the upgrade to ‘limitless friendship’ just before the 
Ukrainian invasion has been a worry for India. The invasion ended up strengthening the Russia -China 
axis against the West which is not conducive for Indian perspective of friends and foes among these 
countries. 
 
Apart from defence equipment, India’s also dependent on Russia for crude oil for its energy security. 
Further, there’s also a concern that India will have a harder time obtaining Russian weaponry because 
Russia would divert deliveries of arms to the conflict in Ukraine. According to reports, Russia 
requested military gear from China in order to address shortages. 
 
 On the other hand, India has strengthened its strategic ties with USA through foundational defence 
agreements and participation in groups like the QUAD. Russian defence exports to India like S-400, 
A-203 rifles, Akula class submarines will be hampered by US sanctions on Russia. The invasion makes 
India’s case for a waiver under CAATSA more difficult. Additionally, stricter sanctions will make Russia 
more dependent on China, harming US relations with both Russia and India going against 
Mearsheimer’s idea of using Russia as a balancing coalition against China. 
 
For an India facing China, the shift in the US focus from the Indo-Pacific to Europe is dangerous. The 
Ukraine invasion is taking up precious economic resources and manpower and strategic power which 
till then was geared towards China in the Indo-Pacific. 
 
The crisis also underlined the importance of self reliance for India with US’s use of its tech companies 
to block various services and also throwing Russia out of SWIFT and other payment systems. India’s 
renewed push for Atmanirbhar Bharat can sour relations with the West and USA which call for 
reducing barriers to their own tech companies. 
 
Finally, India’s edible oil and fertiliser exports from Ukraine and pharmaceuticals import to Ukraine 
took a hit forcing India to look for new sellers and new buyers respectively realigning its geoeconomic 
relations with other countries. India has also boldly continued and even increased its oil purchases 
from Russia reiterating its strategic autonomy in its foreign policy. 
 
As a result, India had to reiterate its famed nonaligned policy by taking a neutral position on the crisis. 
While it didn’t join in the sanctions on Russia by the West, it also didn’t stand with Russia like China. It 
only called for cessation of violence and condemned strikes on civilian targets. India managed to gain 
Russia's endorsement of its "independent" position despite tilting somewhat in favour of Ukraine, as 
well as American recognition of the "evolution" of India's attitude. 
 
The invasion apart from reminding India that it can only tilt towards itself, also underlined the 
importance of having Russia as a moderating influence on China and the US as a countervailing 
power against China.  
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b) Examine the strategic culture problem before India's emergence as a global power.  
 
India is often referred to as a second tier great power, in the words of Ikenberry, a rising 
power/regional power. Scholars like George Tanham often point to a lack of strategic culture 
impeding India’s recognition as a global power.  
 
The term ‘strategic cuiture’ was first defined by Jack Snyder as” the sum total of ideas, conditioned 
emotional responses and patterns of habitual behaviour that members of a national strategic 
community have acquired through instruction or imitation and share with each other with regard to 
strategy.” 
 
There has been pushback against the idea that India lacks strategic culture by pointing to 
Arthashastra which was among the earliest realist discourses in history and Nehruvian consensus 
around non-alignment which helped India from being pulled into the Cold War.  
 
Despite that Bhupinder Singh argues that the Indian system has not allowed for neutral and non-
partisan platforms of experts who could develop and promote strategic objectives beyond petty 
partisan retaliation. The current Indo-Sino tensions at the Line of Actual Control have once again 
shown how "reactive" Indian politics and governance are, regardless of who is in charge. 
 
Strategic thinking requires lateral thinking and specialised angularities, yet recent occurrences 
indicate that security sensitivities are clearly underappreciated. The direct "voice" of Indian security 
must negotiate the maze of filters, priorities, and uninterested political bureaucrats, in contrast to 
other participative democracies like the US, the UK, and others. 
 
Simple arguments of the "guns over butter" variety have given rise to the incorrect belief that 
socioeconomic development, national development, and stability can only be managed at the expense 
of the optimal security expenditures. 
 
SN Prasad argues that historically, the Indian mentality presents an antithesis to "total war," 
grounded in the attitude of anti-predatory universalism, contemplative quietness, and inherent 
moderation. He goes on to say that universalism through Vasudheva Kutumbakam and transcendental 
cognition acts against the killer instinct needed for surviving and thriving in the geopolitical arena. To 
date, India still doesn’t have an official strategic doctrine despite appointment of the Naresh Chandra 
Task Force on national security in 2012. 
 
Foreign policy strategy is not only a reaction to events on the outside; it can also be a result of a 
proactive response anchored in domestic politics. The majority of foreign policy initiatives are 
multilayered, and ideally, these various tactics should merge seamlessly pointing to the need for 
fostering a strategic culture to elevate India to great power status. 
 
c) Examine old traditions and new strategies in India's policy towards Climate Change and Climate 
negotiations. 
 
India has been a steadfast advocate for the developing world in multilateral climate discussions; from 
playing a major role in creating the notion of common but differentiated responsibilities and 
respective capabilities to forging coalitions with nations with shared developmental concerns. 
 
India helped setup the early architecture of international climate regime by conceptualising and 
underlining repeatedly the principle of common but differentiated responsibility. Early climate 
negotiations were influenced by India's traditional ideological and principle-based approach to 
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multilateralism as well as concerns of developing countries including sovereignty, equity, and 
development. This, however created a barrier between industrialised and developing countries, with 
India reluctant to make any legally binding obligations about climate mitigation. 
 
India has, however, paid a price for its defensive, negative stance, which negotiation analysts describe 
to as the "strict distributive strategy": deadlock, unrealized advantages from unsuccessful discussions, 
sanctions from negotiating partners, as well as the reputation of being a disruptive force and 
troublemaker. 
 
 Narlikar argues that India’s strategy towards climate change negotiations changed from being a strict 
distributive or value claiming strategy to an integrative value creating strategy which is focused on 
expanding the pie rather than splitting it.  
 
India's diplomats demonstrated a new type of economic diplomacy during the Paris deal by first 
establishing a new international organisation (International Solar Alliance) by leveraging its domestic 
renewable energy ambitions on a global scale and, second, by connecting with developing nations 
that are "solar rich" and have common interests with developed nations and other non-state actors 
who have strong financial interests in these untapped "solar rich" markets.  
 
India used a legal tool to show its dominance in the international arena when it established the ISA as 
a treaty-based organisation. Up until that point, India's influence in the world was mostly seen in the 
formation of negotiation blocs and alliances. It has also successfully straddled seemingly opposing 
blocs like G20 and G77 to formulate its own independent climate policy. 
 
Despite the new strategies, India has still insisted that climate action must be founded on the idea of 
shared but distinct responsibility and that it should be dependent on funding and technology transfer 
from the parties from rich nations. For instance, even in the recent Glasgow talks, India insisted on 
changing “phase out” of coal to “phase down” of coal signalling its commitment to differentiated 
responsibility. 
 
India has also signalled that it will not rely solely on developed country parties' financial help and 
technology transfers for its clean energy objectives by fusing the aspect of climate justice with the 
innovation argument. Instead, it aspires to use both international alliances to exploit its own 
innovation and research landscape as well as the tremendous market possibilities. 
 
India’s climate policy has thus, evolved into a cooperative strategy by building geopolitical alliances 
and furthering its strategic goals in both energy security and climate change and also addressing its 
domestic market by creating new venues for finance and technology development. 
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