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Instructions: 

➢  There are 8 questions in the question paper.  

➢  Question 1 and 5 are compulsory. You can attempt any THREE out of the 

remaining, Choosing at least ONE Question from each section. 

➢  The number of marks carried by a question /part is indicated against it.  

➢  Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to. 

➢  Content is more important than content length. 

 
 

Section A 

Q.1) Comment on the following in not more than 150 words.      (10*5 = 50 Marks) 

a. Judicial review in Indian constitution 

b. Constitution as a power map 

c. Extending constitutional protection to Muslims and Dalit Christians 

d. Judicial feudalism 

e. Federalism as ‘self rule plus shared rule’ 

 

Q.2)  a. Consociationalism explains the riddle of Indian democratic exceptionalism of 3rd 

world political systems. Discuss the ongoing debate on democracy and 

development in context of India.           (20 Marks) 

b. Discuss the different perspectives on ethnicity and its relation with idea of 

nation-state. Examine the contours of ethnic politics in India in recent times. 

                    (15 Marks) 

c. Examine the discretionary powers given to the office of governor in Indian 

constitution. Is there a need for reforms?                   (15 Marks) 

 

Q.3)  a. Interest group theory of government explains how policies are shaped by unified 

organised interest groups.  Identify the major interest groups in Indian politics. 

How they acquire importance in a functioning democracy vis-a-vis political 

parties.                        (20 Marks) 

b. What do you understand by the expression ‘secularisation of caste’. Do you agree 

with the view that caste politics in India is in decline.        (15 Marks) 
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c. The Constituent assembly had, in early drafts, adopted ‘Due process of law’ From 

the American constitution, only to replace it in later draft by ‘procedure 

established by law’. What is the major difference between two expressions and 

why latter was preferred over the former.          (15 Marks) 

 

Q.4)  a. Comment on the political ecology of toxic speech in Indian Politics. Highlight the 

threats to freedom of speech and expression in recent context.       (20 Marks) 

b. Examine the role of National Commission for Women. What are the diverse 

issues of Women’s movements in India.          (15 Marks) 

c. ‘The scope and objective of public audit is shaped by societal concerns which 

find expression through legislative enactments and judicial pronouncements’. In 

context of the above statement, examine the role of CAG in promoting democratic 

polity in India.                   (15 Marks) 

 

Section B 

Q.5) Answer the following in about 150 words.            (10 * 5 = 50 Marks) 

a. The relation between new social movements and radical democracy 

b. State is the active contributor to identity politics in India. Comment 

c. Highlight the difference between Ambedkar and mandal Commission’s view on 

Caste 

d. The circumstantial and consensual centralisation of federal polity in Indian 

constitutional setup 

e. Caste : invention of colonial modernity or legacy of Indian past 

 

Q.6) a. “The rhetoric of duties has often been displayed by those whose true purpose is 

return to tradition won by limiting the rights of others’. Critically examine the 

statement by highlighting the significance of fundamental duties mentioned 

under article 51 A of the constitution of India.            (20 Marks) 

b. What are the changes in factors having bearing on the nature of party system in 

India. Is there a reversal towards one party dominant system after 2014 general 

election.                                  (15 Marks) 
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c. “Local self governments have immense potential to bring about democratic 

revolution in India.”  What are the major issues inhibiting the success of 

Panchayati Raj institutions in India.           (15 Marks) 

 

Q.7)  a. What are the broad principles associated with fiscal federalism. Discuss the role 

of finance Commission in changing dynamics of fiscal federalism in India.        

                    (20 Marks) 

b. Habeas Corpus is the ‘last law’ marking the barrier between a democratic and an 

authoritarian polity. Discuss the role of Supreme Court w.r.t. writ of Habeas 

Corpus in India.                         (15 Marks) 

c. Explain the major differences between market economy and planned economy. 

What are the major economic consequences of liberalisation in India. 

           (15 Marks) 

 

Q.8)  a. The framers of the constitution expected the speaker to function as a neutral 

chair of the house but the office acquired sharp political inclinations. In context 

of the above statement,  examine the role of Presiding officer under anti defection 

law.                  (20 Marks) 

b. Environmental justice Atlas highlighted India as one of the worst countries in 

case of environmental conflicts. Discuss the factors responsible for the absence 

of proactive environmental movements in India.        (15 Marks) 

c. Discuss the factors responsible for secessionist tendencies in India. Has Indian 

state been able to deal with them successfully?                       (15 Marks) 
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