
 
 
 
 

 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

 

 

 

  

 

ATS 2022 (Batch 1) 
PSIR Test 10 - Solution 

  

 

 

 

   

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:heldesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

SECTION–A 
 
Q.1) a) "A political party is an association organised in support of some principles or policy which by 
constitutional means endeavours to make the determinant of the government". Comment. 
 
Model Answer: 
In today's world, political institutions and organisations play an important role in national political 
processes. Political parties are democratic instruments and the most powerful institutions influencing 
political processes. Political parties are one of the fundamental foundations for the functioning of 
democracy and the establishment of effective and popular government in every society. McIver 
defines political party as an “association organized in support of some principles or policies, which 
by constitutional means, it endeavours to make the determinant of government.” 
In the absence of political parties, it is difficult to run the government in a parliamentary and 
Presidential system because independent candidates will be elected in the legislature and have no 
organization and discipline. For this reason, Bryce says, “Parties are inevitable. No free country has 
been without them. No one has shown how representative government could be worked without 
them. They bring order out of the chaos of a multitude of voters. If parties cause some evils, they 
avert and mitigate others”. 
 

Political Parties and its impact on political participation: 
Partnerships take place through stages and each stage brings together institutions through which 
people can engage in social, economic, and political affairs and engage in activities. The most 
important of these stages is the transition to political participation, the most important of which are 
political parties. Parties are now seen as one of the criteria for democratization. Maurice Duverger 
believes that a regime without parties can only serve the leaders and serve their interests. 
 

The impact of political parties on the accountability of the political system: 
Parties' roles are to increase and organise political participation, to represent public opinion, and to 
put pressure on the government. Instead of parties and legal groups, influential groups or powerful 
clans put pressure on the government in non-democratic systems with a hard culture. Rather, 
addressing one's own and group's interests, as Huntington says, is more prevalent in governments 
where ineffective political parties are dominated by the interests of the individual, family and jirga. 
Thus, the accountability of the political system can be realized in two dimensions. One on the part of 
the government which is required and the other on the part of the people, which is done through 
political parties and culture 
 

The Role of Opposition Political Parties in Enhancing Good Governance: 
Good governance goes beyond the power of the state or the strength of political will to entail a 
meaningful partnership between the ruling party and the opposition political parties. In fact, Rakner 
& Nicolas argues that opposition political parties and their position in the national legislature is a 
central component of any strategy of democratization and good governance. In a political system 
with a functional political opposition, the government is expected to be more approachable to the 
demands of the population. Demirkaya, states that, opposition parties provide information about 
the government's policies, point to their weaknesses, express the demands and interests of their 
constituency and contributes to the translation of these demands and interests into policy. 
 

Political Parties made the working of democracy possible: 
The success of democracy is not possible without political parties, because the political parties create 
the spirit of organization and discipline among the people. Leacock has rightly said, far from 
conflicting with the theory of democratic government, it is the only thing which renders the latter 
feasible. 
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Political Parties concentrate the attention of the voters on big problems: 
Political parties focus the electorate's attention on major issues and present solutions to those issues. 
They also encourage people to think of solutions and offer their full cooperation. 
 
Parties act as a sort of link between the people and the Government: 
Both the ruling and opposition parties maintain constant and close contact with the people. The 
opposition parties present the government with the people's problems and demands. The ruling party 
must also contest elections in a short period of time and receive public support. As a result, it makes 
every effort to solve people's problems. In this way, the government serves the people and is guided 
by public opinion. 
 
Conclusion: 
Institutions are essential in a democracy, and political processes are necessary to run institutions, 
particularly representative governments. Political parties are the primary organs of a party system 
that promotes democracy. In general, a political party is a group of people who agree on some issues 
and want to work together to achieve common goals. Edmund Burke defined the political party: "It 
is a delegation of people united to pursue national interests by joint efforts based on certain 
agreed political principles." They raise public awareness among voters. Politically, they keep the 
national alive. The democratisation of political parties has given all segments of society the 
opportunity to participate in electoral politics through their representatives. It has made the country 
more democratic, and the participation of the poor and vulnerable in elections has provided a new 
definition of democracy. 
 
b) Discuss the derivatives of system approach. 
 
Model Answer: 
The modern approaches to the study of comparative governments and politics are numerous. One 
such approach is the systems approach, also called the systems theory. This approach is, and in fact, 
has been the most popular way of looking at any political activity. According to Prof. Kaplan it is, the 
study of a set of inter-related variables, as distinguished from the environment of the set and of 
ways in which this set is maintained under the impact of environment disturbances. 
The System approach is the study of inter-related variables that form one system. This approach 
assumes that the system consists of discernible, regular, and internally consistent patterns that 
interact with one another, giving the overall picture of a self-regulating order. Thus, it is the 
investigation of a set of interactions that occur within, but are analytically distinct from, the larger 
system. A system is defined as a set of interactions in systems analysis. It is, as O.R. Young says, "a set 
of objects, together with relationships between the objects and between their attributes." 
 
Derivatives of the system analysis: 
I. Political System Derivative: 
One application of systems analysis is the political system (input-output approach). David Easton was 
one of the first political scientists to apply the systems approach to politics. He has created "an 
original set of concepts for arranging at the level of theory and interpreting political phenomena in a 
new and useful way." 
He selects the political system as the basic unit of analysis and concentrates on the intra-system 
behaviour of various systems. Easton, defines political system as "those interactions through which 
values are authoritatively allocated and implemented for a society." 
Characteristic features of Easton's concept of political system are:  

 A political system implies a set of interactions that authoritatively allocate values. 
 A political system is a set of regularised and persistent patterns of      relationships between 

people and institutions within it. 
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 Political systems, like all natural systems, have a self-regulating system that allows them to 
change, correct, and adjust their processes and structures. 

 A dynamic political system is one that can sustain itself through a feedback mechanism. 
 The political system is distinct from other systems or environments, such as physical, 

biological, social, economic, and ecological systems, but is susceptible to their influence. They 
are separated by boundary lines. 

 Inputs through demands and supports put the political system at work while outputs through 
policies and decisions throwback what is not accepted as feed- back.  

Young has admitted that Easton's analysis is "undoubtedly the most inclusive systematic approach 
so far constructed specifically for political analysis by a political scientist." 
 
II. Structural - Functional Derivative: 
The basic theoretical proposition of this approach is that all systems exist to perform functions 
through their structures. The central question of this approach, as Young says, is: “What structures 
fulfil what basic functions and under what conditions in any given society"? 
 
The basic assumptions of the structural-functional derivative of the systems approach are: 

 Society is a single interconnected system in which each of its elements serves a specific 
purpose and whose primary goal is to maintain equilibrium. 

 Society is made up of numerous parts that are all interconnected. 
 The social system's dominant tendency is toward ability, which is maintained by its own in-

built mechanism. 
 The system's ability to resolve internal conflicts is usually acknowledged. 
 Changes in the system are natural, but they are never abrupt or revolutionary; they are 

always gradual, adaptive, and adjustive. 
 Each system has its own structure, as well as its own goals, principles, and functions. 

The structural-functional derivative describes the political system as a collection of various 
structures as patterns of action and resulting institutions with their assigned functions. A function, in 
this context, means "some purpose served with respect to the maintenance or perpetuation of the 
system," as Plato (Dictionary of Political Analysis) defines it, and a structure could be related to 
"any set of related roles, including such concrete organisational structures as political parties and 
legislatures." 
 
Cybernetics Derivative: 
The ‘science of communication and control' is defined as cybernetics. Its primary focus is "the 
systematic study of communication and control in all types of organisations According to the 
Cybernetics viewpoint, all organisations share certain fundamental characteristics and are held 
together by communication." Karl Deutsch, chief exponent of the Cybernetics model his concepts in 
his Cybernetics approach are information, communication and channels. Information is a patterned 
relationship, between events, Communication is the transfer of such patterned relations; and 
channels are the paths or associative trails through which information is transferred. 
 
The characteristic features of the cybernetics model of the systems analysis can be, briefly, stated as 
under:  

 Feedback is an important concept in the cybernetics model. It is also known as a 
servomechanism. Deutsch defines feedback as a communications network that produces 
action in response to input information. 

 All organisations, including political systems, have feedback mechanisms. Feedback 
introduces dynamism into what would otherwise be a static analysis. 

 Cybernetics introduces several sub-concepts of feedback, including negative feedback, load, 
lag, gain, and lead. 
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Deutsch's cybernetics model deals with communication, control and channels against Easton's 
input-output model of interactions and interrelationships and Almond's structural-functional 
analysis of stating structures and their functions, all these seek to explain the functioning of the 
system - its ability to adapt itself amidst changes and its capacity to maintain itself over time. 
 
Conclusion: 
Systems approach is One of the modern approaches introduced in Political Science, particularly in 
Comparative Governments and Politics, by scholars such as Kaplan, Easton, Almond, Apter, and 
Deutsch is the systems approach. As a result, they have defined a system as a set of interactions, 
interrelationships, and patterned behaviour among individuals and institutions, a set of structures 
performing their respective functions, and one that seeks to achieve a specific goal while attempting 
to maintain itself in the face of adversity.  
The systems approach, despite claiming to provide a dynamic analysis of the system, is limited to 
system maintenance. It claims to have conducted "empirical research," but fails to provide adequate 
conceptual tools for investigation. It has not been able to project a system, particularly a political 
system, which is more important than the state. The approach is conservative in the sense that it 
maintains the status quo. 
Nonetheless, the systems approach is unique in many ways. It has broadened the scope of 
understanding and analysing social behaviour and interactions. It has drawn heavily from natural 
sciences and successfully applied their concepts to social sciences. It has been able to provide our 
discipline with a level of methodological sophistication. 
 
c) What are the fractures in Golden Arches Theory of Conflict Prevention? 
 
Model Answer: 
The Golden Arches Theory of Conflict Prevention was proposed by economist Thomas Friedman as 
a way of explaining how globalization affects foreign policy and conflict. Essentially, the Theory 
points out that no two countries that both have McDonalds franchises have ever gone to war. The 
reasoning behind this correlation, Friedman says, is that once economies become sufficiently 
integrated, both the cost of going to war and the amount of contact between two countries will 
increase. Both factors contribute to more effective conflict resolution because states will seek the 
most economically advantageous option. Friedman's argument is consistent with the central tenets of 
the democratic peace theory, which holds that democracies never go to war. Friedman's analysis 
simply extends this argument in terms of economic emphasis, though he also emphasises the role of 
domestic society in influencing a government's willingness to go to war. Under following headings, we 
will understand fractures in Golden Arches Theory of Conflict Prevention: 
 
Economic ties alone, are not enough to preserve peace: 
Friedman was far from the first to suggest that economic and commercial relations have a pacifying 
impact on international relations. Montesquieu argued that “the natural effect of commerce is to 
dispose us to peace.” Russia quickly disproved Friedman's theory, first with its 2008 invasion of 
Georgia and then again with its 2014 invasion of Ukraine. Now, Russia has launched a full-fledged 
military campaign aimed at conquering Ukraine and reclaiming its lands and people for "Mother 
Russia." It appears clear that economic ties alone will not suffice to maintain peace. Many countries 
now regard economic participation as a liability. 
 
The Enlightenment theory of doux commerce: 
In the nineteenth century, the British politician and industrialist Richard Cobden campaigned for 
free trade on the grounds that it “would have the tendency to unite mankind in the bonds of 
peace.” According to the Enlightenment theory of doux commerce (gentle commerce), trade has a 
civilising effect on society because it is based on social interactions with diverse people as well as 
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principles such as fairness and reciprocity. Such arguments are founded not only on the notion that 
countries have an economic incentive to keep the commercial bonds they have formed. The doux 
commerce theory has many detractors; there was clearly nothing "gentle" about the slave trade or 
imperial powers stealing raw materials from colonies to manufacture back home. 
 
Protectionism on the rise: 
Following the onset of the global crisis, several countries began implementing trade distorting 
measures as part of their response to the economic crisis's effects. Protectionism favours domestic 
goods and services over foreign goods and services. Tariffs and quotas, industry subsidies, currency 
manipulation, and import and export regulations are all basic tools used by governments to protect 
their economies. 
Following the global crisis, the argument for so-called "protectionism" has gained traction, based on 
the premise that keeping foreign goods out will save jobs, allow struggling domestic industries to 
recover and prosper, and reduce trade deficits. Such quick fixes are politically popular and appear to 
be the logical course of action in these times of severe economic distress. 
 
Political exclusion: 
Putin's war on Ukraine has resurrected and fortified NATO as an anti-Russia alliance. Western 
strategists should therefore consider not only how to defeat and deter Russia (and rebuild Ukraine), 
but also how to gradually lift sanctions against Russia and create incentives for a new generation of 
Russian leaders to develop political and economic ties with the West. After all, a combination of 
political and economic engagement was critical to the success of the Marshall Plan in Western Europe 
and Japan's reintegration into the global economy after WWII. Simply put, Putin's war has brought the 
West together. 
 
Conclusion: 
Thomas Friedman, observed: “No two countries that both have a McDonald’s have ever fought a war 
against each other.” He considered that a revelation, the basis for his “Golden Arches Theory of 
Conflict Prevention.” Boiled down: Economic integration and globalization pave the path to peace. 
He may have been correct in asserting that "when a country reaches a certain level of economic 
development," most of its citizens, do not like to fight wars." What he failed to recognise is that if 
those countries are unfree, undemocratic, and ruled by tyrants, most of their people are irrelevant. 
Many years ago, the Golden Arches theory was pushed to its limit. NATO launched an air war on the 
remaining rump of Yugoslavia in 1999, just three years after Friedman coined his theory, in the hope 
of putting an end to the aggression in Kosovo. 
 
d) Does BRICS represent a cohesive economic and power block? Discuss in context of XIVth BRICS 
Summit Beijing Declaration. 
 
Model Answer: 
The BRICS are becoming more relevant and institutionalised. Economic growth rates in the 
developing world continue to outpace the rest of the world. According to the United Nations 
Development Programme, BRICS is an international organisation of leading emerging market 
countries that includes Brazil, Russia, India, the People's Republic of China, and South Africa. The 
emergence of the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) as a counterforce to the West 
has sparked a debate within international political economy about the nature of the group's rise 
within global governance. As kakonen, argued BRICS club has proven itself among the global 
governance institutions due to it having shaped new institutions “and demonstrated its capability 
to provide global public goods” 
BRICKS: Global South 
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As Duggan, said Cooperation in the BRICS framework is an example of South-South cooperation. 
BRICS appeared to be emerging as the Global South's premier platform, articulating developing 
countries' dissent from the so-called Washington Consensus - a trend underscored by the addition of 
South Africa, the only African economy in the G20. To answer the first question, the BRIC acronym, 
coined in 2001 by then-Goldman Sachs economist Jim O'Neill, was inspired by a vision of economic 
cooperation. The four (later five) emerging markets' shared and compatible perspectives on global 
governance reform provided a compelling reason for their existence. But because they shared 
concerns about the direction of global development and the power of the Western-dominated 
Bretton Woods institutions, the group's agenda was also political. 
 
A new game or a new player: 
BRICS nations' attempts to increase their power in various areas of global governance, resulting in a 
multipolar global political structure. According to Ren and Beaumont, the BRICS push their common 
interests, such as improving multilateral bargaining power, securing access to international markets, 
and, most importantly, pushing for a multipolar world. Securing regional leadership and expanding 
global standing are critical components of the BRICS' rise. Finally, the BRICS are viewed as a group 
that prevents any one of its members from becoming a dominant nation. 
 
Africa: BRICKS as new economic power: 
The bloc's common 'anti-interventionist' policy has the potential to challenge Western dominance in 
Africa. Africa's less-developed economies may also feel more at ease associating with the developing 
nations of the BRICS for historical reasons and because of the BRICS' ideal of multilateralism. The 
2013 BRICS Summit in Durban was a declaration of a long-term, symbiotic relationship with the 
African continent — Africa provides the BRICS with a large, diverse market of one billion consumers 
and a growing middle class. South American heads of state have been invited, and they are eager to 
attend the BRICS Summit, lending a visible geopolitical hue to the bloc, which is widely regarded as a 
'economic bloc.' As Vazquez, argues that the “bilateralization” of the BRICS club “expands the 
options for the grouping to act and might be the only way to survive another decade.” 
 
XIV BRICS Summit 2022: 
On the XIV BRICS Summit 2022, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi stated, "We, the BRICS member 
countries, have had a very similar view of global economic governance." As a result, our mutual 
cooperation can contribute to the post-Covid global recovery. We have implemented a number of 
institutional reforms in BRICS over the years, which have increased the organization's effectiveness. 
It is also a source of joy that the membership of our New Development Bank has grown. There are 
numerous areas where our mutual cooperation directly benefits the lives of our citizens. For example, 
the establishment of a vaccine R&D centre, customs department coordination, the establishment of a 
shared satellite constellation, mutual recognition of pharmaceutical products, and so on. Such 
practical steps distinguish BRICS as a distinct international organisation whose focus extends beyond 
dialogue. Our people-to-people contact has been strengthened because of the BRICS Youth 
Summits, BRICS Sports, and increased exchanges among our civil society organisations and think 
tanks. 
 
A new approach to structural power: 
The pursuit of positional goods (i.e., decision-making power or voice/votes in international 
organisations) by the BRICS group threatens to alter the state of play in global governance. The BRICS 
seek to secure certain assets in international organisations or access to informal global clubs that are 
‘systemically significant' by combining material goods and exit-voice pressure, by creating alternative 
institutions to the established western counterparts, and by providing solutions to collective action 
problems such as the global infrastructure investment gap. 
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Recent issues: 
However, the global environment has changed dramatically in recent years. A backlash against 
globalisation and a trade war between the United States and China, as well as increased suspicions 
among US policymakers about China's geopolitical intentions, have been exacerbated by military 
hostilities between China and India, including the killing of 20 Indian soldiers along the countries' 
disputed Himalayan border in 2020. As a result, it appears that the BRICS are going through an 
identity crisis. Foreign policymakers in India initially saw the group as a useful platform for increasing 
India's international influence, in keeping with its traditional role as a developing-world leader. But 
India is plainly uneasy about efforts to turn the bloc into a geopolitical forum supporting Chinese and 
Russian interests – and to enlarge it to include other “like-minded” states such as Iran. (Brazil has also 
maintained a studied silence on Argentina’s reported membership application. As Brütsch & Papa, 
said “in the absence of clear common objectives, the BRICS abandon all but the rhetoric of 
coalitional behaviour” and “unless the five emerging powers agree on a coherent strategy to 
harness their relative strengths, the BRICS’ geopolitical play will be defeated by their own tactical 
ploys” 
 
Conclusion:  
In the aftermath of the rapidly changing global economy, particularly the 2008 financial crisis, the 
BRICS countries have taken small steps toward increased cooperation. Their shared concerns about 
growth and development, as well as their determination to reduce their reliance on existing Western-
led financial structures, cement this partnership. More importantly, the bold idea of a BRICS 
development bank and a common monetary unit demonstrates their intention to drive the transition 
from unipolar global financial governance to a multipolar system, one that amplifies the voice of 
emerging economies and reflects global economic reality. It is undeniable that the BRICS have the 
potential to form a powerful economic bloc capable of dethroning the modern-day G7. After studying 
the current economic scenario, it has been predicted that by 2025, the combined economies of the 
BRICS will be about half the size of the G7, and in about 40 years, will likely be larger. The rankings of 
national economies will change considerably. 
 
e) How does UN activity and intervention affect the sovereignty of states? 
 
Model Answer: 
Since the Treaty of Westphalia was signed in 1648, the principle of national sovereignty has been at 
the heart of international relations. The principle of state sovereignty is one of the fundamental 
principles upon which international law and relations are founded. It is the foundation of 
international relations and the modern world order. The majority of the fundamental norms, rules, 
and practises of international relations are based on the premise of state sovereignty. The principle of 
state sovereignty is one of the fundamental principles upon which international law and relations are 
founded. It is the foundation of international relations and the modern world order. Most of the basic 
norms, rules and practices of international relations have grounded on the premise of state 
sovereignty. Hugo Grotius defined sovereignty as: “that power whose acts are not subject to the 
control of another, so that they may be made void by the act of any other human will.” Hobbes 
regarded sovereignty as: “absolute, unified, inalienable, based upon a voluntary but irrevocable 
contract.” 
 
Under following headings, we will get to know how UN activity and intervention affect the 
sovereignty of states: 
Chapter VII of the Charter12 of UNO: 
Despite these assertions of state sovereignty as an absolute power, some limitations on state 
sovereignty are widely accepted. The sovereignty of a state is not limitless. It is constrained by both 
customary law and treaty rules. At the same time, the UN system limits state sovereignty. According 
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to the charter, sovereignty is not a barrier to the application of Chapter VII of the Charter12 
enforcement measures, particularly actions taken by the Security Council in response to a threat to 
the peace, a breach of the peace, or acts of aggression. According to Brownlie, the sovereign equality 
of states represents the basic constitutional principle of international law, which governs a society 
comprising primarily of states with similar legal personality. 
 
The prohibition of a threat or use of force in international law: 
Humanitarian intervention is inextricably linked to the issue of force, because restrictions on the use 
of force in international relations have a significant impact on the legality and legitimacy of 
humanitarian intervention. The primary goal of the United Nations was to keep the world at peace 
and secure. According to Article 24 of the UN Charter, the Security Council has primary responsibility 
for maintaining international peace and security, and in carrying out this duty, the Council acts on 
behalf of member states. Chapter VII of the Charter (action in response to threats to the peace, 
breaches of the peace, and acts of aggression) grants the SC broad authority and establishes the 
framework for its enforcement powers. As mentioned under Article 2(7) of the Charter these powers 
are not limited by the normal duty on the UN not to intervene in the domestic jurisdiction of member 
states. In accordance with Article 25 of the UN Charter, the decision of the SC has the binding effect 
upon the member states of the UN. Brownlie comments that the design of the UN constitutes a 
comprehensive public order, and the assumption is that the organization, and in particular the SC 
has a monopoly of the use of force57 except in cases of self-defence. 
 
UNSC: 
If the Security Council determines that there is a "threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or acts of 
aggression," it may use armed force to restore international peace under Article 42 of the Charter. For 
example, in Resolution 794 (1992) on Somalia, adopted unanimously on 3 December 1992, the UN 
Security Council determined that "the magnitude of human tragedy caused by the conflict in Somalia, 
exacerbated by the obstacles being created to the distribution of humanitarian assistance" 
constituted a threat to international peace and security, and authorised the Secretary-General and 
member states to use all necessary means to establish a secure environment for humanitarian relief 
operations. 
 
Sovereignty in relation to respect for human rights: 
As J.L. Holzgrefe, said humanitarian intervention is “the threat or use of force across state borders 
by a state (or group of states) aimed at preventing or ending widespread and grave violations of 
fundamental human rights of individuals other than its own citizens, without the permission of the 
state within whose territory force is applied.” 
The UN Charter established the foundational principles for the protection of human rights. The 
Charter's preamble declares the determination of the world's peoples "... to reaffirm faith in 
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in equal rights of men and 
women..." According to Article 1(3), one of the primary goals of the UN Charter is to "promote and 
encourage respect for human rights." According to Article 55, the members of the UN reaffirm their 
commitment to promoting universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all, without any distinction. Furthermore, under Article 56, all UN members "pledge to 
take joint and separate action in cooperation with the organisation for the achievement of the 
purposes set forth in Article 55." As a result, gross violations of fundamental human rights hold the 
offending state accountable to the international community. Thus, humanitarian intervention is 
permissible. State sovereignty remains the fundamental norm of international law, but a state cannot 
claim absolute sovereignty unless it demonstrates a duty to protect human rights. Cross-border 
intervention to protect human rights becomes more permissible under international law. 
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UN and Humanitarian Intervention: 
The UN Charter gives the Security Council the authority and primary responsibility for maintaining 
international peace and security. Article 41 empowers the Security Council to impose economic 
sanctions on states that violate Article 39, while Article 42 empowers it to impose military action, 
including "demonstrations, blockades, and other operations by air, sea, or land forces of United 
Nations members." 174 According to Chesterman, Article 39 of the UN Charter states that "before the 
Security Council can decide what measures should be taken, a determination of a threat to the peace, 
breach of the peace, or act of aggression must be made." 175 (Emphasis added). So, it seems to be the 
case that the determination of the occurrence of, in particular “threats to the peace” is a prerequisite 
for the Security Council to take military action envisaged in article 42 of the Charter. 
 
Conclusion: 
With the adoption of the UN Charter, the two major values, respect for state sovereignty and respect 
for human rights, were incorporated into international law. The principle of sovereignty is at the 
heart of inter-state relations and the modern world. It is a long-standing principle of international 
law. The principle requiring respect for human rights, on the other hand, is typical of a new stage of 
development in the international community following WWII. It has not been easy to reconcile these 
two principles. They frequently confronted rather than collaborated. The principle of sovereign 
equality of states, as well as the principle of non-intervention, are also incorporated into the UN 
Charter. In short, the fundamental rule of international law prescribes that states are duty bound not 
to intervene in the preserve of other states domestic affairs. 
 
 
Q.2) a) What are the core assumptions of neo-liberal institutionalism. Discuss the current 
challenges faced by liberal internationalism.  
 
Model Answer: 
Neorealism and neoliberalism share fundamental assumptions. The fundamental difference between 
realists and neoliberal institutionalists is that neoliberal institutionalists believe that in a world of 
economic interdependence, cooperation is essential, and that shared economic interests create a 
demand for international institutions and rules. Realists, on the other hand, emphasise the role of 
states as dominant actors in international relations. 
 
Despite these contradictory predictions, both schools of thought believe that the nature of the 
international system best explains the regularities of international behaviour. "Both theories assume 
that states are the primary actors in global affairs and that they are rational unitary actors 
pursuing their national interests." Finally, both schools of thought agree that anarchy is one of the 
underlying forces of the international system because there is no centralised authority that can 
compel states to follow international agreements. In the eyes of Grieco and Ikenberry, neoliberal 
institutional theory “sees institutions as agreements or contracts between actors that reduce 
uncertainty, lower transaction costs, and solve collective-action problems.” 
 
Because of these shared assumptions, neoliberals and neorealists agree that international cooperation 
is difficult, even when states have mutual interests, because anarchy allows states to break 
international treaties. Neoliberals argue that states can successfully solve this problem by establishing 
international institutions that reduce the incentives to cheat while increasing the attractiveness of 
compliance. "Neoliberals believe that institutions achieve this primarily by disseminating 
information more evenly among potential collaborators, lowering the costs of monitoring 
individual compliance, and making it more cost-effective for states to punish noncompliance." 
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Neoliberalism on Cooperation among States: 
Neoliberals have a different perspective on state interests, claiming that states calculate their 
interests not only based on the international distribution of capabilities, but also by looking to 
international institutions. International institutions influence a state's interests in two ways: they 
change incentives and influence expectations of other states' behaviour by making it less appealing to 
cheat and thus less risky to cooperate. Keohane, recognized that cooperation is not an easy feat and 
can lead to tension, but states could potentially benefit from cooperative strategies. 
More importantly, each state is aware that the incentives of its partners are affected in the same way. 
As a result, institutions improve a state's ability to predict the behaviour of other states. 
 
Neoliberals and alliances: 
Neoliberals thus have a different perspective on institutions such as alliances. First, the institutional 
characteristics of alliances influence their evolution." Second, neoliberals refute the neorealist claim 
that states prioritise relative gains even when cooperating within the framework of stable institutions. 
As a result, neoliberals disagree that strong international institutions must necessarily collapse when 
gains are unequally distributed." Mearsheimer, argues that absolute gains logic can only apply to the 
economic realm, whereas relative gains apply to the security realm. Neoliberal institutionalists 
attempt to divide a line between the economic and security realm. 
Finally, neoliberals disagree with the neorealist claim that states seek to maintain their independence 
and avoid becoming entangled with institutions. When confronted with dilemmas of common 
aversion, states frequently choose to trade some of their autonomy for the benefit of international 
cooperation. 
 
Neoliberal Institutionalism and the Evolution of Alliances: 
Neoliberal institutionalists explicitly state that "alliances are institutions. Military alliances are among 
the most important institutions shaping international politics. Alliances also fit the widely accepted 
neoliberal definition of institutions as "persistent and connected sets of rules (formal and informal) 
that prescribe behavioural roles, constrain activity, and shape expectations. As Joseph M. Grieco and 
G. John Ikenberry suggest in State Power and World Markets, its main purpose is to serve as a 
mediator to find solutions to interstate problems.  
 
The rise of institutions: 
They reduce transaction costs in inter-state interactions and, if formalised, can act as catalysts for 
agreement, allowing governments to capitalise on potential economies of scale. Institutions also 
contribute to the alleviation of problems caused by uncertainty about the intentions of other actors 
by narrowing the range of expected behaviour. 
 
The fall of institutions: 
A neoliberal institutionalist would say that an institution has weakened if member states refuse to 
comply in any of these four dimensions. If states simply do not follow the rules and procedures for 
making decisions, an institution may weaken but not collapse. However, if the underlying principles 
and norms are no longer followed, the institution's fundamental defining characteristics are 
undermined. It is not necessary to abolish an institution formally or explicitly or some of its defining 
principles and norms in order to weaken or abandon these norms or principles. According to 
Mearsheimer, the two main obstructions to international cooperation are relative gains 
considerations and cheating, both of which stem from the logic of anarchy. 
 
Under the following headings we will see current challenges faced by liberal internationalism: 
liberal internationalism suffered from a democratic deficit: 
liberal internationalism promised to promote democracy and strengthen a "rules-based international 
order." Rather than retreating, it envisioned the West playing an active role as a champion of human 
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rights around the world. But, as in Syria and Libya, its signature projects, military intervention and 
nation-building, have failed in Afghanistan. It was the result of what political scientist Stephen Walt 
refers to as "the blob," the bipartisan foreign policy elite that dominated policymaking during and 
after the Cold War. But "the blob" forgot that power projection abroad was ultimately dependent on 
Americans' willingness to fight and pay for it.  
 
liberal internationalism suffered from a fatal case of “mission creep”: 
The proclivity to broaden objectives beyond their initial parameters. If the United States had limited 
its objectives in Afghanistan to countering the terrorist threat and then withdrawn once the threat 
was contained, military operations there would have served American vital interests while 
maintaining sufficient domestic support. Instead, the United States and its allies allowed themselves 
to be drawn into a goal a stable and democratic Afghanistan that was never achievable. 
 
Main strategic challenge is China: 
Instead of devising a long-term strategy to deal with its first serious competitor since the Cold War's 
end, Western nations wasted time, money, and lives on a side project that could only fail. The primary 
goal of liberal internationalist foreign policy, the consolidation of a "rules-based international order," 
collided with this new reality. Great powers began acting like rogue states. China used hostages to 
force the release of one of its nationals; it lied about the pandemic, stole intellectual property from 
competitors, extinguished freedom in Hong Kong, and threatened Taiwan with invasion. 
 
Decline in multilateralism and trade protectionism: 
The resurgent Russia and China are challenging the United States' hegemonic leadership. In recent 
years, China has emerged as the primary threat to the United States' supremacy and role as global 
hegemon. The rise of Trump doctrine, the Brexit vote, and the global resurgence of populism 
international organisations, such as the World Trade Organization (WTO), were established to 
promote international trade liberalisation for the benefit of the global economy and the economies of 
individual countries. However, rising protectionist and unilateral actions by nation states have 
jeopardised the WTO's fundamental foundation. 
 
Rise of authoritarian capitalist model: 
The rise of China's authoritarian capitalist model, the proliferation of nationalist politics, 
technological disruptions, the resurgence of zero-sum geopolitics, and rejections of economic 
openness have led some to wonder if the foundation of liberal international order is in terminal 
decline. All of this is beginning to shake the foundations of the liberal world order. 
 
Conclusion:  
According to neoliberals, international institutions can often overcome the fundamental barrier to 
international cooperation because states place great value on the existence and functioning of 
international institutions and strive to preserve them even when it means incurring significant 
opportunity costs. Keohane and Nye, argue that interdependence, particularly economic 
interdependence, is now an important feature of world politics. Furthermore, Keohane and Nye 
argue that states are dominant actors in international relations.  
The liberal international Order, established after WWII, faces potential challenges from its main 
driver, the United States. The rise of authoritarianism, the failure of coordinated climate action, and 
the Covid-19 pandemic presented challenges for which liberal internationalism lacked the tools. As 
authoritarians grew shameless, consolidating their grip on global powers like Russia and China, as 
well as smaller players like Turkey and Venezuela, liberal activism's typical response—human rights 
"naming and shaming" became irrelevant. 
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b) What are the mainstream international feminist theories? Discuss the concern of postcolonial 
feminists with the question of climate change. 
 
Model Answer: 
Feminist theorists have contributed to the study of international relations (IR) by rethinking the roles 
of gender and women in the international arena. They have explicitly stated that gender biases exist 
in IR. Feminism questioned the ontological and epistemological foundations of international relations 
and attempted to expose gender biases in key terms such as power, autonomy, rationality, security, 
and state. 
 
Christine Sylvester, challenges the IR point of view of war, asking us to regard it not from a 
conventional security point of view, but rather from the viewpoint of those who experience war. 
She argues that IR ignores a fundamental part of war, which is “injuring human bodies and destroying 
normal patterns of social relations” 
 
Feminist IR vs. “Mainstream IR”: 
Whereas security has traditionally been perceived as the domain of extraordinary measures defined 
by perceived threats to the state, critical, gendered, and feminist analyses focus on alternative 
definitions of security.As Harel-Shalev, said One of their leading questions is, “Who is being 
secured”?  One of the primary goals of feminist international relations is to understand and address 
gender inequalities that are frequently hidden or ignored in traditional and male-centric international 
theory. Feminist IR encompasses a variety of approaches that investigate gender as a site of power 
and social interactions. As Sjoberg , said “looking through gendered lenses at any given 
phenomenon in global politics does not just tell us one thing. Instead, substantively and 
methodologically, it has wide gaze with many explorations and observations”  
Rebecca Grant and Kathleen Newland in their introduction to their book “Gender and 
International Relations” discuss that women are excluded international relations theory not because 
they are, with few exceptions, excluded from the influential circles of decision-making. They argue 
that women are excluded because IR discipline is based on a gendered division of responsibilities and 
rights. 
 
Ann Tickner challenges the realist approach: 
The realist paradigm, which is the dominant approach to IR, is further criticised by feminist IR. 
Realists see the international system as anarchic. Ann Tickner is a well-known scholar who opposes 
the realist approach. Tickner claims that the realist approach is one of the reasons IR sees the world 
as a man's world. Tickner claims that when examining Hans Morgenthau's principles of political 
realism, Morgenthau's point of view is incomplete because of its underlying assumptions that human 
nature is amoral and beast-like. Morgenthau's adaptation of human nature in a Hobbesian state of 
nature is partial, according to feminist critics, because it ignores women. She believes that the 
feminist perspective could provide an alternative to this worldview that could ultimately save 
humanity. Tickner adopts Hannah Arendt's definition of power as the ability to act collectively. 
Thus, by broadening our understanding of power to include it not only as a means of control but also 
as a means of cooperating to achieve a common goal, we can add another dimension to international 
relations other than conflict. 
 
Mainstream international feminist theories Challenge to Main Approaches and Assumptions of 
Mainstream IR: 
Feminist IR theorists criticise the IR field for its state-centric approach, arguing that a world of states 
in an anarchical international system leaves no room for social relations, including gender relations, 
to be studied. Feminists, like other Realism critics, argue that due to its state-centric bias, Realism 
undervalues and frequently overlooks other forms of political organisation (such as local and 
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transnational non -governmental organizations). Feminists argue that in the Realist conception, 
woman is a domesticated figure whose sensibilities clash with the harsh realities of men's and states' 
public lives. 
 
Criticisms Towards the Realist Emphasis on Men as Citizens and Political Actors: 
Feminists argue that the emphasis on males as citizens and political actors, as seen in several classical 
concepts of political theory, is one of the major sources of gender bias in international relations 
theory. Feminists oppose the Realists' and Liberals' portrayal of man as autonomous. Ann Tickner, for 
example, contends that a feminist perspective could transform international relations by providing 
richer and alternative models. She contends that such models would view individuals and states as 
both autonomous and connected, with multiple identities and relationships. 
 
Mainstream international feminist theories Challenge to The Dichotomies of The Mainstream IR: 
Public versus Private, Anarchy versus Order and Domestic versus International: 
Feminists argue that dichotomies produced by Realism are patriarchal in character. In Public Man, 
Private Woman Jean Bethke Elshtain examines what she terms “the public/private prism” to shed 
light on the meaning of political sphere. Elshtain suggests that we should not only ask the question 
“what is politics for” but also “what is politics defense against?”. She argues that politics is 
envisaged as a defence against the pull of private, which Elshtain links with female, characterized as 
unclear, sexual, bodily, and hence omitted from political speech. Men fear the sexual and 
reproductive power of women. Feminists question the argument that man fight in the wars to protect 
women and children. Feminists argue that in the militarized societies women are particularly 
susceptible to rape and that evidence show that there is higher domestic violence in military families. 
 
Mainstream international feminist theories Challenge to Mainstream IR’s Key Concepts: Power, 
Autonomy, Security, Rationality and State: 
According to mainstream international feminist theories, mainstream IR's key concepts are not 
neutral, but rather derived from a social and political context dominated by patriarchy. For example, 
feminists argue that patriarchal divisions of public and private are inextricably linked to notions of 
power, security, rationality, and state. They are associated with men's experiences and forms of 
knowledge rather than women. Thus, IR is not only gender-biased, but also based on the exclusion of 
women and feminine characteristics, according to Feminists. 
 
Under following headings, we will understand the concern of postcolonial feminists with the 
question of climate change: 
Postcolonial feminists combine the ecological movement and women's liberation, noting that the two 
movements share the goal of achieving "a radical reshaping of the basic socioeconomic relations and 
the underlying values of society." 
 
Male domination of women to nature: 
Postcolonial feminists apply the feminist critique of male dominance over women to nature. The 
UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol, products of a neoliberal global political economy, merely 'green' the 
global patriarchal status quo, despite the fact that some of the UNFCCC's underlying norms, such as 
generational equity, sustainable development, and precaution, indicate that a more radical change is 
required. 
 
Exploitation of nature and women by men: 
According to postcolonial feminism, the exploitation of nature and the oppression of women "by 
patriarchal power structures must be examined concurrently or neither can be fully confronted." 
Feminism holds that "the domination of women by men is historically the original form of 
domination in human society," and that "all other hierarchies of rank, class, and political power" flow 
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from this original domination. According to one school of thought, "human exploitation of nature may 
be seen as a manifestation and extension of women's oppression, in that it is the result of associating 
nature with the female, which had already been interiorized and oppressed by the male-dominating 
culture." In the context of climate change, the atmosphere has been used as a seemingly endless 
waste receptacle for industrialization by products that serve the dominant male-driven global status 
quo. 
 
Partnership of patriarchy and capitalism: 
Capitalism is an economic system based on individual, corporate, and property rights that generates 
profit from production and labour. The marriage of patriarchy and capitalism produces a capitalist 
patriarchal structure that facilitates the exploitation and oppression of the 'other,' who are the 
system's 'losers,' who may be females, people of colour, animals, nature, or any other dominated 
entity that serves the interests of the 'winners,' such as the global South in the context of climate 
change. According to ecofeminism, the modernization of capitalist patriarchy has "resulted in the 
loss of cultural as well as biological diversity, to the homogenization of cultures... and of life forms 
according to the demands of profit-driven industries." 
 
North (Male) over South(female): 
As the dominant ‘male' party, the North has used its rational scientific powers to 'penetrate' that 
atmosphere with high emissions, resulting in the birth of global climate change, which threatens not 
only the South's ambitions for affordable industrialization, but also the very stability of all human life 
on the planet. The South is the dominated, losing 'female' party whose natural resources are being 
extracted in an unsustainable manner to meet Northern industrial and consumption goals. Thus, 
climate change exemplifies capitalist patriarchy's dominance over nature and humans. 
 
Conclusion: 
Feminist theory is a post-positivist theory that differs from positivist theories, particularly in terms of 
the epistemological, ontological, and methodological foundations of the subject of study, international 
relations. Feminist theory rejected all the foundations and assumptions on which positivist theories 
were founded, resulting in a model of knowledge whose validity and relevance in the human liberation 
project are called into question by feminism. Cynthia Enloe's groundbreaking book, Bananas, 
Beaches, and Bases, asks, "Where are the women in international politics?" Enloe challenges us to 
consider where women are in the international arena and how they got there. What are the political 
forces that shape women's position in the international political arena? Enloe's work delves into 
military bases, diplomacy, and global corporations in search of the roles and stories of women in 
these settings. 
 
Many issues, particularly the role of women, were raised by feminist theory that were absent from the 
study of international relations. With the beginning of the twenty-first century, and usually in the 
field of international relations, it is necessary to prioritise women's issues in academic work, because 
doing so means returning half of society to normal. There are no human rights without the rights of 
women, nor are human liberation and emancipation possible without liberating the woman. 
 
c) Compare and contrast the objectives of USA and USSR during détente. 
 
Model Answer: 
The goal of detente appears to have been the same for the United States and the Soviet Union: to 
avoid nuclear war between the two. Thus, efforts were made to improve direct communication 
between them (the hot line agreement of 1963), which was followed by agreements on reducing 
accidental confrontations (the naval agreement of 1972, the basic principles agreement of 1972, the 
agreement on nuclear war avoidance of 1973) or some confidence building measures in Europe (the 
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Helsinki Final Act 1975). Both desired a predictable relationship to manage crises without risking an 
unintended nuclear war. Thus, in Baral’s words, instead of the cold war, which sought to keep the 
tension in the central balance at a high pitch, the detente is a conscious and deliberate attempt to 
reduce this tension significantly.  
The second goal of detente is to keep the nuclear arms race at bay. Thus, the partial test ban treaty 
was signed in 1963, but there was little hope of it being extended because both countries still wanted 
the option of having additional nuclear weapons while keeping their existing arsenals intact. Instead 
of achieving nuclear disarmament, the goal was to slow and direct the arms race (arms control). 
Furthermore, the two agreed on the importance of preventing nuclear weapons proliferation (NPT 
1968).  
 
Under following heading, we will understand about objectives of USA and USSR during détente. 
Nuclear Proliferation: 
Contrary to the two superpowers' mutual interests, more and more nations should acquire nuclear 
capabilities, posing a new threat to their dominance. They were already uneasy about Britain, France, 
and China emerging as nuclear powers. Apart from the nations mentioned above, it was their 
concern, and thus their desire, to prevent any further proliferation of nuclear warheads; otherwise, 
their unrivalled position would suffer a severe setback. 
The big powers were comforted by the fact that all the countries that had joined the nuclear club 
were also permanent members of the UN Security Council. Nations such as Israel, South Africa, India, 
Pakistan, Iraq, and others were on the verge of joining the nuclear club, which could jeopardise 
nuclear powers' dominance. 
 
Peace Policy of the Socialist Countries: 
The socialist countries' peace policy has undoubtedly had an impact on the Western countries. West 
began to prepare its own backup plans. There appeared embryonic, compromise proposals that 
represented a step forward in comparison to the original negative Western conceptions. In this way, 
the socialist states' diplomacy encouraged the Western side to sit at a conference table and seek 
solutions to existing tensions and conflicts through negotiations by submitting ever new proposals in 
the field of disarmament, arms control, elimination of hotspots of tension, and peaceful regulation of 
existing conflicts. The socialist world simply submitted to capitalist countries alternative coexistence 
policies on a regular basis. 
 
An economic race is better than a military one, and we are the ones to race: 
Early in the detente period, the idea of making economic achievements a barometer of success for the 
two competing systems was popular. Both systems anticipated increased international support 
because of such successes, and military adventures would be unnecessary. 
According to Hartmann, the Soviet Union began to restructure its foreign policy. The new 
approach emphasised the Soviet willingness to conduct diplomatic investigations into outstanding 
Bash West issues. The US gradually responded to the policy of peaceful coexistence, and the detente 
process gained momentum as a result. 
 
'What is good for us, is good for the World': 
The preference for bilateralism, for joint leadership of the leading nuclear powers against all others, 
was an important aspect of detente. In a spirit of enlightened duopoly, the two superpowers 
(sometimes with Britain involved) sought to preserve their own hegemony and prevent the existing 
hierarchy from eroding. The first significant agreement concerned the partial test ban treaty, which 
permitted only tests that the three signatories could conduct. As a result, they created a 
technological barrier between themselves and the rest of the world for a time. Similarly, the non-
proliferation treaty attempted to reserve weapon technology for those who already possessed it in 
exchange for arms reductions that never came to pass. 
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Change in the Balance of Power between the East and the West: 
In comparison to socialist countries, the West had an exceptionally strong economic and military 
position in the first post-war years. That dominance, however, was gradually eroding. Following the 
loss of the atomic monopoly, the Soviet Union achieved success in outer space. The balance of power 
between the world capitalist and socialist systems has shifted dramatically over the last thirty years. It 
is a significant objective factor in favour of the detente policy. Capitalism has been forced not only to 
accept socialism, but also to seek coexistence and cooperation based on mutually beneficial 
conditions. 
 
Changes in World Configuration: 
Aside from changes in the balance of power between the East and the West, as well as within the 
capitalist bloc itself, a spontaneous process of decolonization in Africa and Asia has significantly 
contributed to the transformations in the world's political configuration. The Third World. Despite 
being politically diverse, that World objectively weakened imperialism's and the United States' 
positions. As a result, the United States lost its veto power in the United Nations. The so-called 
American voting machine ceased to function. Former US ambassador to the United Nations, Daniel 
P. Moynihan, has referred to the 'tyranny of the majority'. 
 
Role of Non-alignment: 
In some ways, newly independent states compelled the major powers to pursue a policy of peaceful 
coexistence. So many new states emerged until 1963, and most of them followed a policy of non-
alignment as a symbol of new national prestige and dignity. Because of their numerical majority, these 
now-aligned countries became quite vocal in denouncing the big power rivalries and mounting 
tensions caused by the cold war between them; these non-aligned countries were successful in 
mobilising global public opinion in their favour. It became increasingly difficult for major powers to 
ignore their concerns. They quickly recognised this reality and began to mend their fences. 
 
'Parity is OK, but I'm still better than you': 
The assumption that the conflict between the two would continue was central to the design of the 
detente policy. The acceptance of 'parity' by both parties was the formula that allowed them to 
pursue agreements despite this. It was critical for the Soviet Union to gain recognition as an equal 
power. During the early 1970s, this was mostly granted. To Nixon, Kissinger, and Ford, the Soviet 
Union appeared to be a responsible power capable of entering into and upholding agreements like 
any other. 
 
An 'organic' relationship between the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe: 
Eastern Europe was the site of the post-World War II escalation between the West and the East. The 
issues of Eastern Europe are central to both superpowers, and it is difficult to imagine a return to 
'organic' thinking. In other words, coexistence and detente will require mutual understanding. 
Indeed, this might have been part of what Carter was saying: in order to maintain detente, 
American leaders have to show that they have not 'given up' on Eastern Europe. 
 
Conclusion: 
The detente, according to the American perspective, was founded on a "linkage" theory. In these 
words, Kegley and Wittkopf explained their theory. Economic, political, and strategic ties between 
the two nations that are equally rewarding to both would bind the two in a common fate, reducing 
the incentives for conflict and war. This viewpoint held that Soviet peace and prosperity would be 
dampened if peaceful links with the United States were maintained. The linkage theory was based on 
the premise that the Soviets were no longer militarily inferior to the United States. 
 

Page 16 of 51

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

During the Cold War, both the United States and the Soviet Union attempted to outperform one 
another in terms of technological and military progress. With the development of the atomic bomb and 
its use on Japan to end World War II, the United States may have taken the first step. This would 
eventually become a driving force in the developing race between the United States and the Soviet 
Union to become the world's most powerful nation. During this tense period, the US and the Soviet 
Union never directly fought each other, but they constantly antagonised each other through political 
manoeuvring, military alliances, espionage, propaganda, arms build-ups, economic aid, and proxy wars 
between other nations. 
 
 
Q.3) a) “The new social movements reflect two new contradictions: of contemporary society and 
animosity between individual and the state.” Comment. 
 
Model Answer: 
As per Paul Wilkinson, ‘a social movement is a deliberate collective endeavor to promote change in 
any direction and by any means, not excluding violence, illegality, revolution, or withdrawal into 
utopian community’.  Collective action must be aimed as a larger agenda of social change. Social 
movements prior to 1960s were primarily based on bread & butter issues & were known as Old Social 
Movements [OSMs]. But after 1960s the focus of social movements changed towards issues of 
Quality of Life such as human rights, sustainable development, etc. & they came to be known as New 
Social Movements [NSMs]. 
 
Key Features of New Social movements- 
While the Old Social Movements sought reorganization and reconfiguration of power relations, the 
NSMs concern themselves with improving quality of life, individual self-realization, and human rights. 
The NSMs are reflections of a new social representation marked by post-capitalism, post-
industrialism, and post-materialism. These movements concern themselves with issues that are 
primarily cultural and humanistic in nature and advocate for universalistic goals, objectives, and 
values to defend humanity. The NSMs ideological discourse revolves around issues of identity, human 
dignity, peace, and social justice. 
The new movements instead of pushing for specific changes in public policy, emphasize social 
changes in identity, lifestyle and culture. Thus, the social aspect is seen by the NSM as more 
important than the economic or political aspects. Some NSM theorists, like F. Parkin (Middle Class 
Radicalism, 1968), argue that the key actors in these movements are different as well, as they are more 
likely to come from the "new middle class" rather than the lower classes. Unlike pressure groups that 
have a formal organization and 'members', NSMs consist of an informal, loosely organized social 
network of 'supporters' rather than members.  
 
Contradiction between the state and the Individual: 
The majority of NSMs base their ideological beliefs on a dualism between the state and civil society. 
Civil Society, which is a voluntary association of individuals lying outside the family and state, is the 
main playground for NSMs. The bases of NSMs lies in the contention that the all-powerful power-
hungry technocratic state is encroaching upon the space of civil society by interfering with the 
private lives of the individuals. With the coming up of Big Data analytics, artificial intelligence and 
expansion of market, the civil society has been rendered impotent. NSMs therefore emerge in the 
self-defence of the community.  
 
As per Rajendra Singh,  “The state, in the name of the public interests attempt making encroachment 
at almost every aspect of the private lives of the individual.”  Because of the state and market's all-out 
assault on civil society, various kinds and sorts of NSMs have emerged in contemporary society: 
urban, ecological, anti-authoritarian, anti-institutionalists, feminist, anti-racist, ethnic, and 
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regionalist. The NSM's primary goal is to construct a democratic civil society that is post-bourgeois, 
post-industrial, and post-materialist.  
As NSM’s ideology focuses on freedom and life, therefore the notion of autonomy becomes crucial. It 
seeks personal autonomy as well as group autonomy. For example- free abortions on demand as it 
helps in expanding a woman's freedom to make decisions about her own body. NSMs focus on 
autonomy also manifests in eliminating gender or racial discrimination at work, and of broadening the 
spectrum of individual or collective freedom enjoyed by group members. 
But any attempt to conceptualize new social movements exclusively in terms of autonomy may be 
confusing. As per Scott, “The distinction between personal and political is not very clean. The issue of 
personal autonomy, freedom etc. are political in nature." The belief that a new social movement is 
independent of political intervention and is primarily concerned with cultural matters is likewise 
false." Many of the new social movements are concerned with political issues, such as citizen's rights, 
representation, and civil rights campaigns. Hence, any such contradictions between NSMs & the State 
must be resolved amicably because state is still the most important institution, and it has no 
substitute yet. 
 
Contradiction Within Contemporary Society- 
Since, NSMs’ ideological discourse revolves around issues of identity, human dignity, peace, and social 
justice, there emerges possibility of social cleavages and clashes among various identity groups as 
their group interests may come in conflict against each other. 
As collective identity is a matter of social construction, it is remade in a variety of ways during the 
transition of social movements. As per Hall, ‘described identity is a social construction, it is a 
continually shifting description of ourselves’. Social movements not only serve to produce new 
collective identities, but also provide a broad field for this identity to be transformed. Gender, caste, 
farmer, citizen, ethnic, and other identities have been articulated and revitalised because of sustained 
grassroots activism.  
For instance, in case of Separate Telangana statehood movement, the group identity of Telengana 
region came in clash with identity of Coastal Andhra.  The wholesale exploitation of the resources of 
Telangana for the benefit of the Andhra region was accompanied by attacks on the way of life of the 
Telangana people. Thus, owing to different interest of different groups such as women, LGBTQs, 
environmentalists, farmers, labourers, etc, there arises conflicts and contradictions. A group fighting 
for better road infrastructure in a tribal forest area might come in conflict with an environmentalist 
group. Thus, in such situation, a peaceful and optimum solution must be found out. 
As per Melucci, Castell, et al, NSMs’ focus on identity may sometimes lead to re-emergence or 
strengthening of formerly weak dimension of identities, which may result into religious 
fundamentalism, ethnic, separatist and nationalistic movements. For example, Catalan, Basque and 
other such movements. 
 
Conclusion: 
New Social movements emerged out the changing socio-political conditions of the post-industrial 
and post-modern society, and they aim to improve the quality of life. These movements aim at 
individual good by means of collective action.  
As per Alain Touraine, whereas the old social movement reflected the class contradiction between 
workers and managers of industrial society—the new forms of social protests indicate a transition to a 
qualitatively new type of society, the post-industrial or programmed society and these can be called 
as  “self-management” movements embodying a struggle over a “cultural model.” 
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b) Examine the view that the politics of pressure groups hinges on the psychological foundation of 
self-interest. Discuss the merits and demerits of pressure group politics. 
 
Model Answer: 
Pressure groups and movements are at the heart of modern democracy; they can influence 
government decisions through their powerful representation. They can range from very small groups 
to a million-person nexus. Pressure groups are not by nature political, and they do not vie for political 
power. Individuals with common interests band together to influence government policy and 
decisions. David Truman defined pressure groups as “that on the basis of one or more shared 
attitudes, makes certain claims upon other groups in the society for the establishment, 
maintenance, enhancement of forms of behavior that are implied by shared attitude.”  
Representation in pressure groups is sometimes from the influential section of the population, which 
may include doctors, lawyers, and prominent businesspeople; as a result, the government must 
consider the views of this influential section of the population, whose support they cannot afford to 
lose. Popular pressure groups in India include business organisations such as the Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), trade unions such as the All-India Trade Union 
Congress (AITUC), professional organisations such as the Indian Medical Association (IMA), agrarian 
organisations such as the All-India Kisan Sabha, and student organisations such as the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP). 
 
Generating political awareness: 
Pressure groups play an important role in changing the community by raising political awareness and 
making the electorate politically aware. They serve as a link between the electorate and the 
government, informing the latter of the needs of the governed. Minority groups are represented by 
pressure groups, and their voices are heard. They even serve as advisors to the government on 
occasion. The presence of pressure groups enriches and sustains a democracy. 
 
Represent the powerful minority: 
Furthermore, while improving the quality of democracy, pressure groups can be autocratic in nature; 
they represent a powerful minority that is financially affluent, thus overshadowing the needs of the 
vast majority. These groups' methods of resistance (strikes, demonstrations, and rallies) impede 
community movement. They also put pressure on the government to implement policies that benefit 
their own interests while disregarding the interests of the vast majority. This is most commonly seen 
with trade unions and business groups. 
 
Some techniques generally used by the pressure groups to influence the government’s decisions: 

 Electioneering: Using this method, they place representatives who support their causes in 
prominent public positions. 

 Lobbying: This technique involves persuading public officials to adopt and implement 
policies that benefit their interests. 

 Propaganda: This entails influencing public opinion in their favour and pressuring the 
government to accept their interests, as public opinion is regarded as the sovereign in a 
democracy. 

 Taking legal action and appealing to the judiciary. 
 Campaigning in support of or opposition to a specific candidate. 
 Organizing protests: Interest groups also organise protests, rallies, and campaigns to exert 

indirect pressure on the government and compel it to consider people's demands. 
 Demonstrations are usually held outside government offices, Parliament House, Jantar-

Mantar, and so on, or on the streets. 
 Mass media: In recent years, pressure groups have used the media to present their case to 

the public and garner public support, as public support is always an asset in a democracy. 
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Protesters use all of these methods to persuade the government to make a decision in their favour. 
For example, in 2011, social activist Anna Hazare went on a 12-day hunger strike, demanding that 
the government and civil society form a joint committee to draught tougher anti-corruption 
legislation. Kiran Bedi, a retired IPS officer, and social reformist Swami Agnivesh backed him up. 
However, following the strike, the Congress government passed the Lokpal Bill, and in January 2014, 
President Pranab Mukherjee granted assent to the law. 
 
Group Influence: 
People will change their behaviour for the benefit of the majority or entire group, according to the 
concept of group influence. The evidence-based theory is based on the fundamental tenet that people 
repeat behaviours that result in a positive outcome, response, or reinforcement. It is generally more 
uncomfortable to be in the minority in a group. In general, siding with the majority is much more 
enjoyable. As a result, this phenomenon is also known as "peer pressure." 
 
The world of pressure group politics: 
People can become politically active through their membership in a variety of groups, organisations, 
and associations, in addition to voting and joining political parties. This is the world of pressure group 
politics, which is sometimes referred to as politics' unofficial face. Furthermore, groups have been 
credited with developing new styles of political activism, dubbed "new politics," such as popular 
protests, marches, sit-ins, direct action, and so on. Pressure groups are organisations that seek to 
exert external influence on government. As a result, they do not run candidates for office or seek to 
'win' government power in other ways. They are, in that sense, a part of civil society. 
The conservative political philosopher Edmund Burke (1729–97) referred to these groups as the 
‘little platoons’. 
 
Merits of Pressure Groups: 
Increase power: Pressure groups increase representation by articulating interests and advancing 
viewpoints that are often overlooked by political parties. They also provide a means of influencing 
government between elections, particularly by giving minority groups a political voice that political 
parties ignore. 
 
Encourage education: Groups encourage debate and discussion, which contributes to a more 
informed and educated electorate. They provide citizens with alternative information sources. They 
improve the quality of public policy by providing technical expertise and practical advice to the 
government. 
 
Extend participation: Political participation is broadened by groups. They accomplish this by offering 
an alternative to traditional party and electoral politics as well as opportunities for grassroots 
activism. Group participation may be particularly appealing to the young and those disillusioned with 
traditional politics. 
 
Limiting government power: Groups check government power while also defending rights and 
freedom. They do this because they are self-sufficient and independent of the government. As a 
result, groups ensure that the state is balanced against a robust and healthy civil society. 
 
Maintain political stability: By facilitating communication between citizens and the government, 
groups contribute to political stability by ensuring that the government responds to popular demands 
and concerns. As a result, pressure groups serve as a kind of safety valve in the political system. 
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pressure groups promote democracy: The level of political participation is an important indicator of 
democracy's health. Democracy, at its core, means popular government. Pressure groups are 
becoming more effective mobilizers of political participation. Not only has single-issue politics proven 
to be popular, but grass-roots activism and decentralised organisation of many campaigning groups 
have proven to be appealing to many young people and those who may be disillusioned with 
traditional politics. Political debate, discussion, and argument are encouraged by pressure groups. In 
doing so, they create a more informed and educated electorate. By increasing the distribution of 
political power, pressure groups help to promote democracy. They do this in part because different 
groups compete with one another. This ensures that no group or interest can maintain dominance 
indefinitely. As pluralists would argue, there is no such thing as a ‘power elite’. Instead, as one group 
becomes influential, other groups come into existence to combat them and offer rival viewpoints. 
This is what pluralists call the theory of ‘countervailing power’. 
 
Demerits of Pressure Groups: 
Concentration of power: Groups increase political inequality by amplifying the voices of the wealthy 
and privileged: those with financial, educational, organisational, or other resources. Other groups are 
poorly organised, have insufficient resources, or are ignored by the government. 
 
Narrow self-interest: Groups are socially and politically divisive because they are focused on the 
particular rather than the general. Pressure groups may make it more difficult for governments to act in 
the interests of the larger society by defending minority views or interests. 
 
Unaccountable power: Because they are not elected, groups wield power without accountability. Group 
leaders, unlike politicians, are not held accountable in public. Internal democracy is usually lacking in 
pressure groups, which means that leaders are rarely elected and thus unaccountable to their members. 
 
Undermine Parliament: By avoiding representative processes, groups undermine parliamentary 
democracy. They also make the policy process more 'closed' and secretive by wielding power through 
negotiations and deals that are not open to public scrutiny. 
 
Ungovernability: Groups make societies more difficult to govern by creating a slew of vested 
interests that can stymie government initiatives and render policy ineffective. This 'hyperpluralism' 
can also undermine good economic policy by increasing government spending and state intervention. 
 
Non-legitimate power: Some have questioned whether pressure groups ever have rightful or 
legitimate power. This is because, unlike traditional politicians, pressure-group leaders are not 
elected. As a result, pressure groups are not publicly accountable, and the influence they wield is not 
democratically legitimate. This issue is exacerbated by the fact that very few pressure groups operate 
based on internal democracy. 
 
Behind the scenes' influence: Regardless of which groups are most powerful, pressure-group 
influence is exercised in a way that is not open to public scrutiny or accountability. Pressure groups 
typically wield power "behind closed doors." This is especially true of insider groups, whose 
representatives stalk the 'corridors of power' unseen by the public and away from media scrutiny. 
 
Tyranny of the minority: 
Pressure groups represent minorities rather than majorities. Pluralists, of course, have this as one of 
their advantages. Pressure groups aid in preventing the 'tyranny of the majority,' which is perhaps an 
unavoidable feature of electoral democracy. Pressure groups, on the other hand, may cause the 
opposite problem. Minority viewpoints or ‘special' interests may prevail at the expense of the 
majority's or the general public's interests. 
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c) Highlight the core elements of Marxist approach to IR. In what ways does Marxist theory of 
hegemony differ from the realist account of international relations? 
 
Model Answer: 
The concepts of Proletariat Internationalism, Anti-imperialism, Self-determination, and Peaceful 
Coexistence underpin the Marxian approach to international relations. It believes in the onward 
march of international relations to the logical and predestined end of capitalism, imperialism, 
proletarian unity as one nation, and true internationalism. 
Marx's view of international politics is identical to its view of politics. Just as politics within a state 
involves a continuous struggle between two contending classes, the rich (owners of means of 
production with monopoly over production, distribution, and exchange) and the poor (workers, 
underdogs who suffer exploitation at the hands of the rich), international politics is a struggle 
between capitalist states and the victims of capitalistic exploitation, i.e., the poor and backward 
states. International relations entail the exploitation of poor countries by rich countries through 
means such as imperialism and war. Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels emphasised the economic 
aspect of the relations between states and said that the main source of instability in the 
international system would be the capitalist globalization. 
The spread of socialism in all states will bring about the end of this era. Workers' revolutions against 
internal exploiters would convert states to socialism, and then the forces of socialism would band 
together to eliminate capitalism on a global scale. Finally, international relations would be established 
on the basis of universal socialist brotherhood. The world's workers would then coexist as equal and 
participating members of the international community, free of exploitation. 
 
Basic Elements of Marxian Approach to International Relations: 
Proletarian Internationalism: 
The Marxian view of international politics is based on the concept of Proletarian Internationalism, 
which is based on the concept of international working-class unity. Marxism believes that the 
ultimate goal must be achieved through proletarian internationalism against bourgeois 
nationalism: International Socialist Order. 
 
The concept of Proletarian Internationalism includes: 

 The world of proletariats shares a common interest, regardless of nationality.  
 The world of proletariats shares a common interest, regardless of Working men have no 

country because each country's proletariat must first acquire political supremacy; must first 
constitute itself in a nation, it is itself national.  

 *Unit action by the proletariat is one of the first conditions for proletarian emancipation.  
 In proportion to the end of one individual's exploitation by another, the end of one nation's 

exploitation by another will follow and hostility between nations will end. 
  
Anti-Imperialism: 
According to Marxian theories of international politics, the bourgeois world order will inevitably 
disintegrate. Capitalism has reached its apex, which is imperialism. Wars, militarism, and armed 
conflicts have become the norm in this imperialist era. 
The contemporary era of international relations shows: 

 Capitalism has become international and monopolistic. 
 Uneven political economic development is an absolute law of capitalism. 
 Hence, the proletarian revolution is possible not only in several countries of Europe, but even 

in one capitalist country which would form the nucleus, the base, the hegemony, of world 
socialist revolution attracting to its cause the oppressed classes of other countries. 

Thus, overthrow of Imperialism is inevitable in international relations and spread of socialism is the 
means for this end. 
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Self-Determination: 
The Marxian approach accepts self-determination as the organising principle of international society. 
It advocates for the freedom of all nations around the world to determine their own political fate. The 
colonial system must be abolished. Only universal self-determination can provide a stable and solid 
foundation for international relations. 
 
Peaceful Coexistence: 
The Marxists advocate that all nation-states of the world must live peacefully without criticizing or 
undermining other’s social and political systems. 
It implies: 

 Proletarian Revolution would be victorious first in several countries, or even in one country. 
 It has to survive capitalistic encirclement by relying on anti-imperialist contradictions. 
 The best way to achieve this is to try to work at the relations of peaceful coexistence between 

socialist states and, at least, some if not all the capitalist states. 
Acceptance of peaceful coexistence, however does not imply that socialism’s limits have been reached 
and that capitalism and imperialism will continue to dominate and will continue to dominate and will 
never be overthrown it simply means that the struggle between labour and capital between social 
systems, will continue in various forms until scientific socialism’s ideas and achievements triumph 
over capitalism. 
 
World System Theory and Dependency Theory: 
In the Marxist orientation the World System theory was developed to analyse the post-colonial 
international order. The roots of the world system theory can be traced to the writings of Lenin. In his 
monumental work, “Imperialism-The Highest stage of Capitalism”, Lenin contended that imperialism 
created a two-tier structure within other capitalist world economy. He identified the dominant 
structure as the, Core and the less-developed structure as the periphery. “The world system theory 
was further developed by Wallerstein who provided powerful insights into the working of the world 
capitalist economy. Wallerstein in his seminal work “Modern world system: Capitalist Agriculture and 
the Origins of the European World Economy in the Sixteenth Century (1974, represents the powerful 
exposition of the modern. 
 
Marxist theory of hegemony differs from the realist account of international relations: 
World system theory and dependency theory: 
Hegemony is rooted in Marx’s German ideology, highlighting the domination of the interests of the 
ruling economic class, offering an interpretation of cultural dominance. Karl Marx, in German 
ideology, emphasizes the meaning of the word hegemony as being largely similar to that of 
domination. In the Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, Karl Marx argues: “In the 
social production of their existence, men inevitably enter into definite relations, which are 
independent of their will, namely relations of production appropriate to a given stage in the 
development of their material forces of production. The totality of these relations of the product 
constitutes the economic structure of society, the real foundation, on which arises a legal and 
political superstructure, and to which correspond definite forms of social consciousness”  
 
Antonio Gramsci's work on the concept of hegemony "is regarded as a watershed moment in 
cultural theories." His theory departs from the Marxist concept of ideology while remaining faithful 
to the Marxist framework, offering a more in-depth analysis of the cultural superstructure of 
capitalist societies. Some authors claiming neo-Gramscian theories or other variants of Marxism have 
insisted over the last twenty years that the emergence of a "transnational capitalist class" and a 
"global imperial state" comprised of the major international organisations is a feature of 
contemporary times (WTO, IMF, World Bank). 
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As Marx and Angel argued, the need of a constantly expanding market for its products chases the 
bourgeoisie over the whole surface of the globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, 
establish connections everywhere. 
 
Hegemony as a World System: 
Gilpin’s response to comparisons between his work and Marxism was to argue that whilst Marxists 
put economic before politics, he put politics before economics. Both states and powerful capital 
have intertwined interests and work to arrange the international economic order, or world system, to 
their mutual benefit. This is motivated both politically and economically. Hannah Arendt’s concept of 
‘political emancipation of the bourgeoisie’ helps explain the relations between capital and the state 
to illustrate how the two are interconnected. While Arendt is not a Marxist, her argument in Origins 
of Totalitarianism is very similar to Lenin's arguments on imperialism. According to Arendt, the 
bourgeoisie has traditionally been defined by their economic power and political apathy, content to 
leave issues of politics and governance to the state. The bourgeoisie, for the most part, had only one 
primary concern: that their capital accumulation continued unabated. 
Today's bourgeoisie is emancipated and deeply involved in political affairs. They continue to demand 
more exploitation markets and rely on the state to secure these for them. Meanwhile, while it is 
possible to argue that the international economic order is determined by states and their economic 
nationalist interests, how does this differ from World Systems theory? There is still a state hierarchy, 
with the core dominating the most profitable and innovative industries. The core states may not 
represent the interests of a transnational capitalist class, but they do represent the interests of their 
own capitalist class. 
 
The World System Today: 
By the late 1970s, it was clear that the international division of labour was changing. Manufacturing 
had shifted away from the core economies and into the periphery and semi-periphery states. What 
are the core economies doing today? Manufacturing used to be at the forefront of technology and 
production, and it was a common characteristic of an industrialised and prosperous society. Today, 
however, finance and the 'knowledge economy' industries are among the most profitable and form 
the foundation of the core's economic power. 
Today, iPhone buyers will understand the World System's structure. The words "Designed in 
California" appear on each product. "Manufactured in China." While Chinese manufacturers compete 
on razor-thin margins, Apple became the world's first trillion-dollar company. The hierarchy of states 
still exists, but their position in the international division of labour has shifted. This hierarchy is 
supported by the structure of the international economic order. As I have previously stated, during 
the 1980s, the United States' economic power became dependent on protecting its intellectual 
property owners and investors abroad, as well as allowing market access for its service industries. The 
foundational agreements of the World Trade Organisation reflect these needs on services (General 
Agreement on Trade in Services), investment (Agreement on Trade-Related Investment Measures) 
and intellectual property (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights). 
As a result, we have an international economic order governed by rules established by states and 
benefiting specific commercial interests. These interests are extremely profitable and are 
concentrated in the most powerful countries. This results in a hierarchy, or world system, with high-
value-add, profitable, and innovative industries concentrated in the core. 
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Q.4) a) Examine whether international trade weaken or strengthen countries' Resilience. What are 
the economic consequences of deglobalization in today's world? 
 
Model Answer: 
The various national economies in the modern world are mutually dependent. It is difficult to find an 
example of a closed economy today. The world's economies have all become more open. However, the 
degree of openness varies by country. As a result, no country in the modern world is completely self-
sufficient. In this context, self-sufficiency refers to the proportion of goods and services consumed to 
total output produced within a country. However, the degree of self-sufficiency varies by country. 
According to Samuelson “Foreign Trade offers a Consumption possibility frontier that can give us 
more of all goods than can own domestic production possibility frontier.” 
Regional and international specialisation play equally important roles. Regional specialisation occurs 
when different regions or areas of a country specialise in the production of different products. 
International specialisation means that various countries around the world specialise in producing 
various goods. The factors that determine regional specialisation are similar to those that determine 
international specialisation. A country that produces a surplus of a good, i.e., more than it needs, will 
export it to other countries in exchange for their surplus produces. 
 
The Need of International Trade: 
There is always a need for international trade because the countries have different capabilities and 
they specialize in producing different things. To make up for what they don't produce, they must 
engage in trade with other countries. For example, not all countries have oil resources; the remaining 
countries import oil from oil producers. On the other hand, most oil producers import finished goods 
because they do not produce enough. As a result, no country in the modern world is completely self-
sufficient. As a result, international trade is critical for all countries around the world. The extension 
of foreign trade, according to Ricardo “will very powerfully contribute to increase the mass of 
commodities, and therefore, the sum of enjoyments”. This will be true for each trading nation. In 
modern terminology, “trade is a positive sum game.” 
 
International Trade has positively strengthened the economic growth of a country in the following 
ways:  
 International trade boosts global competitiveness, causing domestic business units to become 

extremely efficient. Because of the integration with the global economy, entrepreneurs can easily 
access technological innovations. They can improve their productivity by utilising cutting-edge 
technology. 

o Developing countries have more trade protectionism measures than developed countries. 
Countries that have implemented such measures are seen to benefit from an open trade 
regime.  

o Clothing, footwear, textiles, and other labour-intensive products are exported by 
developing countries to both developed and developing countries. Such exports generate 
significant tax revenue in countries such as Mexico, India, and China, among others. 

 International Trade has also brought in a reduction in the poverty level. India was a closed 
economy in the 1960s and 70s. There was not even 1% decline in the poverty level. The entire 
scenario changed with globalisation and international trade. According to Prof. Jagadish 
Bhagwati the reduction in the poverty level is due to a pull up rather than a trickledown effect. 
The economic growth brought about by international trade can generate financial resources. 
Such resources can be used to set up anti-poverty programs.  

 The elimination of all types of trade barriers in developed-country agricultural products will 
result in a decrease and increase in production and world prices, respectively. Developing 
countries profit by selling or exporting these products at skyrocketing global prices. 
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How International Trade weaken countries resilience: 
 The disadvantages of international trade range from negative social consequences to negative 

environmental consequences. People's well-being is sometimes ignored or jeopardised for the 
sake of profit. Other issues associated with the exchange of goods and services between 
nations include potentially risky reliance on foreign nations and job losses at home.  

o Exposure to other cultures can be beneficial, but it can also be harmful. The goods 
and services that flow from developed to developing countries can have immediate 
and significant negative effects on their cultures. 

o Another disadvantage of international trade is that the welfare of people in countries 
that produce goods and services is sometimes overlooked for the sake of profit. It is 
common in third-world countries to find people forced to work under unfair 
conditions, such as being paid low wages or exposed to hazardous occupational 
environments.  

o Even if there is no problem with unfair treatment, it is common to discover that 
goods and services can be produced more cheaply in developing countries. Allowing 
these countries access to large markets can result in job losses and the collapse of 
industries in developed countries. 

o International trade can also result in destruction and exhaustion of natural resources.  
o Small-economy countries are frequently heavily reliant on their trading partners in 

developed countries. It is not uncommon for developed countries to try to take 
advantage of these relationships. They accomplish this by using their economic clout 
to influence political decisions that are unrelated to their trade activities.  

 
Economic consequences of deglobalization in today's world: 
The post-pandemic world economy appears to be far less globalised, with political leaders and publics 
rejecting openness in ways not seen since the 1930s tariff wars and competitive devaluations. And the 
consequences will be not only slower growth but also a significant drop in national income for all but 
the largest and most diverse economies. 
In his prescient 2001 book The End of Globalisation, the Princeton economic historian Harold 
James showed how an earlier era of global economic and financial integration collapsed under the 
pressures of unexpected events during the Great Depression of the 1930s, culminating in the 
second world war. Today, the Covid-19 pandemic appears to be accelerating another withdrawal from 
globalisation. 
The current retreat began with Donald Trump's 2016 US presidential election victory, which triggered 
tariff wars between the US and China. The pandemic will almost certainly have an even greater 
negative long-term impact on trade, partly because governments are increasingly realising that 
public-health capacity is a national-security imperative. 
 
Decline in real GDP because of deglobalisation: 
Today, the risk of a crippling 1930s-style overshoot in deglobalisation is enormous, especially if the 
US-China relationship continues to deteriorate. And it is naive to believe that a chaotic, crisis-driven 
retreat from globalisation will not result in new and far more serious problems. 
Even the United States, with its diverse economy, world-leading technology, and abundant natural 
resources, could see a significant drop in real GDP as a result of deglobalization. Smaller economies 
and developing countries, which are unable to reach critical mass in many sectors and frequently lack 
natural resources, would see many decades of growth reversed. That is before we consider the long-
term consequences of social isolation and quarantine measures. 
The late economist Alberto Alesina, a towering figure in the field of political economy, argued that 
for a well-governed country in the age of globalisation, small can be beautiful. But today, small 
countries that lack a close economic alliance with a large state or union face huge economic risks. 
Deglobalization is hurting the world’s emerging economies: 

Page 26 of 51

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674010079&content=toc
https://www.project-syndicate.org/columnist/harold-james
https://www.project-syndicate.org/columnist/harold-james
https://www.project-syndicate.org/columnist/alberto-alesina
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/size-nations


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

Globalisation has exacerbated economic inequalities among the one billion people who live in 
advanced economies. Trade competition has harmed low-wage workers in some sectors, even as it 
has reduced the cost of goods for everyone. Financial globalisation has arguably had an even greater 
impact, increased multinational corporation profits and provided new high-return foreign-
investment instruments for the wealthy, particularly since 1980. 
In his 2014 bestseller Capital in the Twenty-First Century, Thomas Piketty cited rising income and 
wealth inequalities as evidence that capitalism has failed. But whom has it failed? Outside of the 
advanced economies – where 86% of the world’s population lives – global capitalism has lifted billions 
of people out of desperate poverty. Surely, therefore, an overshoot in deglobalisation risks hurting far 
more people than it helps. 
 
Fraying of global value chains: 
Another, more significant driver of today's deglobalization is the fraying of global value chains, which 
is a result of China's transformation from a small export-driven economy to a much larger economy 
reliant on domestic demand. As a result, the last decade can be seen as a period of normalisation 
following years of Chinese exceptionalism. However, it was clearly more than that. If normalisation 
had been the only factor, the global export-to-GDP ratio would have simply flattened, with other 
developing countries absorbing China's share of exports. Instead, the ratio has dropped dramatically, 
implying serious consequences for many developing countries. 
 
Hyper-globalization and convergence: 
Expanded opportunities for trade were an important factor driving convergence. The 1990s and 
2000s were an era of what Martin Kessler and one of us have called hyper-globalization, when 
technological advances, the container revolution, the fall in information and communication costs, 
and the dismantling of trade barriers sustained widespread economic exuberance. Among other 
things, hyper-globalization drove the global export-to-GDP ratio from 15% to 25% over the two 
decades leading up to the 2008 global financial crisis, and this export boom fuelled rapid growth in 
developing countries. Hence, as the following figure shows, hyper-globalization and convergence 
were interlinked phenomena. 
Since the two phenomena were connected, the recent return of deglobalization has substantially 
moderated the convergence: low- and middle-income countries that were growing at about 3-4% per 
capita annually before the global financial crisis have been averaging 1-2% growth thereafter. 
 
b) "The applicability of the term 'state' and its meaning to a developed industrialized country is 
different from that of developing country." Comment. 
  
Model Answer: 
While the concept of state has evolved over a period of time, yet it is contested concept. There is 
some certainty over the key element of the state like – sovereignty, government, population, and 
territory, but the nature, scope and meaning of state varies from one state to another, depending on 
the relative level of development and also the approach of analysis. 
Locke and Montesquieu saw a state as a territory in which a governing body makes decisions to 
protect the liberties and safety of its citizens.  For Weber, "A state is a human community that 
(successfully) claims the monopoly of the legitimate use of physical force within a given territory.  
 
'State' And Its Meaning to A Developed Industrialized Country: 

 These states have been imperial powers in the past and continue to dominate politics 
economics cultural and ideological sphere even after formal end of colonialism. they are also 
known as the global north or the OECD countries. in Marxist terminology they are known as 
the core countries while the developing countries are the peripheries. 
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 These are marked by high level of industrialization, mature political culture, high levels of per 
capita income, functional specialization, mature democracy, well-functioning criminal justice 
system and high degree of self-realization of human rights. 

 As per Fred Riggs, in administrative terms, these states are characterized by achievement, 
universalism, mobility and functional specificity. 

 Max Weber held that most advanced industrial states would develop a 'legal-rational' model 
of bureaucracy. James Burnham (Managerial Revolution 1942) held that the rise of a new class 
of managers was common to capitalist, communist and mixed industrialized economies. This 
symbolized the shift of power from the legal owner of the means of production to the 
effective manager.  

 Daniel Bell [The Coming of Post-Industrial Society: A Venture Social Forecasting], who gave 
the concept of 'post-industrial society, holds that character of social-economic organization 
of country at the advanced industrial growth determined the level of its development & the 
power relations. 

 To summarise, advanced industrial states in the modern world are characterised by the 
expansion of the service sector. The company becomes more people oriented. Every aspect of 
public life is subject to government planning and regulation. This may give some security for 
ordinary people, but it may also imply tight watch over an individual's life and some 
limitations on his freedom. 

 
‘State' And Its Meaning to A Developing Country: 

 Developing states are mostly post-colonial societies, also know as the “Global South”. They 
suffer form colonial legacy and economic deprivations. 

 In most Third World countries, the concept of state emerged from a popular revolution or 
mass uprising proclaiming the goals of democratic government, social justice, and 
nationalism. The state effectively created conditions for political integration, social 
tranquillity, and economic development in the chaotic years immediately following the 
successful revolution. Hence, the State is very powerful and civil society is weak in these 
societies. Such a state is referred to as an overdeveloped state by Hamza Alvi. 

 These states follow a blend of socialism and liberalism, resulting in the welfare state model 
becoming the popular choice. The welfare state model is under crises as of now, hence, most 
countries are now at a loss as to how to achieve the goal of social and economic justice.  

 This political system adopted by developing countries is very heterogeneous, as it differs 
from the liberal-democratic model only in kind and from the totalitarian model only in 
degree. Their political systems range from a well-established democracy like India to a semi-
democratic system like Mexico, and then to a party state like China. Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel, 
Syria, Pakistan, and Bangladesh all have theocracies, while India and South Africa prefer 
secularism 

 Politics and government in all countries are shaped by the basic facts of scarce economic 
resources, widespread poverty and inequality, and a relatively weak position in the 
international system. The state does not have a distinct identity. People associate their state 
with their society, government, ruling party, and even the personality of their supreme leader. 
The state's leadership is in the hands of cult/charismatic leaders those who, in Callaghy's 
words, know how to turn the state into a "lame leviathan" 

 Political legitimacy is extremely weak in these countries. People do obey the laws and vote in 
elections, but they do not consider the government to be very relevant to their lives or 
capable of addressing their most serious concerns. Political culture ranges from parochial to 
Subject political culture. Fred Riggs categorises these societies into prismatic societies 
characterized by heterogeneity, formalism, overlapping functions, ascription and 
particularism. 
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Conclusion: 
Thus, state is an organic entity, evolving continuously, and having different stages of development in 
different countries. These levels of development in turn characterize the different meanings nature 
and scope of the state. On the one hand, the developed states have reached a high degree of 
specialization in terms of their functions and political majority, having a well-functioning democratic 
institutions; on the other hand, the developing countries are still struggling to reach political 
maturity, economic development and social cohesion. 
 
c) Evaluate the essential tenets of realism. Do you agree with the view that twenty first century 
will be a realist century. 
 
Model Answer: 
According to Joshua Goldstein, no single theory can account for the wide range of international 
interactions, both conflictual and cooperative. He goes on to say that there is a theoretical framework 
that has long been central to the study of international relations. This approach was dubbed "Realism" 
by Goldstein. Realism is a school of thought that views international relations through the lens of 
power. The exercise of power by states toward one another is known as 'realpolitik' (power politics) 
According to realists, the international system is anarchical. It is anarchical because international 
relations take place in the absence of a global government. Thus, understanding international 
relations requires a focus on the distribution of power among states. As Jonathan Haslam points out 
in his No Virtue Like Necessity: Realist Thought in International Relations since Machiavelli, 
realism is a spectrum of ideas rather than as a fixed point of focus with sharp definition. 
After World War II, realism theory in international relations became the dominant school of thought, 
and it continues to have relevance in current international politics. Realism gained popularity in the 
late 1930s and early 1940s, when the idealist approach failed to analyse real-world politics around the 
world. 
 
The basic tenants of Realism are: 
Many aspects of today's realist paradigm can be traced back to Thucydides, Niccol Machiavelli, and 
Thomas Hobbes. Hans Morgenthau, Edward Carr, and Kenneth Waltz are among the contemporary 
thinkers recognised as major writers and contributors to the realist tradition. Machiavelli would 
acknowledge that to be a realist one has to look at history as "a sequence of cause and effect whose 
course can be analysed and understood by intellectual effort, but not directed by imagination." 
Hobbes would continue along the same line of thought, insisting that in order to be a realist thinker, 
one must look at things as they are, not as they should be. Thus, both of these thinkers lead us to the 
conclusion that the development of the realist paradigm and theories is an inductive process in which 
"theory does not create practise, but practise theory." 
 
The Nature of Man: 
According to Hobbes, men's lives are full of "cruelty, brutish egotism and unconstrained passion 
that is directed by insecurity and fear in the state of nature," an invented place where all societal 
constrains are taken away: Hobbes did not argue that such a state of nature had ever really existed 
"The state of nature, to him, was the result of a thought experiment in which he imagined what the 
world would be like without governmental authority or any other social structure." Morgenthau also 
makes a negative reference to man's nature in Scientific Man. He criticises the notion that our 
modern age, or "age of science," misunderstands the nature of man: "science attributes to man's 
reason, in its relation to the social world, a power of knowledge and control that reason lacks."  
Morgenthau distinguishes two human drives: the desire to obtain power and the desire to 
"maintain the range or power of one's person in relation to others." Kenneth Waltz contended that 
man's struggle for power "arises simply because men want things, not because their desires are evil." 
The Nature of the State: 
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Hobbes defines the state as "the organisation of men capable of preventing civil war or war among 
individuals." The formation of the state is established through consent to a social contract that the 
state can coercively enforce in order to promote internal stability and protect the entire nation from 
other states that may use force against it, because all states exist in the state of nature, which is the 
state of war. Morgenthau's explanation of the nature of the state would be based on power in the end. 
States, in other words, seek power and are thus perpetually at odds with one another. The power 
struggle that states experience is the result of the human nature to seek also for power: "It is a 
characteristic aspect of all politics, domestic as well as international, that frequently its basic 
manifestations do not appear as what they actually are-manifestations of a struggle for power." E H 
Carr would acknowledge that "consistent realism" seems to advocate that the use of force overrides 
any moral action when the security of the state is at stake, both internally and externally. 
 
The Nature of the International System: 
E.H. Carr, argued that the state of anarchy is permanent in the international system: "war lurks in the 
background of international politics just as revolution lurks in the background of domestic 
politics." Understanding the nature of the international system is critical in understanding why states 
resort to fighting each other. Hobbes defined anarchy as the absence of a supranational entity to 
maintain order among states. Morgenthau strongly suggests constant warfare in his book Politics 
Among Nations: "All history shows that nations active in international politics are continuously 
preparing for, actively involved in, or recovering from organized violence in the form of war." 
Hobbes and Waltz too suggest that war is constant in the international system since for them too war 
is the result of global anarchy and anarchy is seen as a constant.  
 
The Balance of Power Theory: 
Realism observes that international politics or the behaviour of states towards each other is based on 
the constant struggle for power. As Kenneth Walt rightly said, "so long as the notion of self-help 
persists, the aim of maintaining the power position of the nation is paramount to all other 
considerations.” In that sense, international politics as observed in reality is essentially power 
politics." To contain power and limit its potential abuse, the balance of power is therefore central to 
the realist perspective of international relations. Morgenthau's Politics Among Nations has 
transformed the field of international relations from "idealist advocacy to realist analysis. 
According to Morgenthau, the balance of power could be in equilibrium or disequilibrium. A 
balance of power in equilibrium refers to conditions in which the power of one state or group of 
states is literally "balanced" by the equivalent power of another state or group of states, as was the 
case during the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union, or NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact. A balance of power in disequilibrium describes a condition in which the distribution of power 
among the contending states is not balanced. This situation clearly benefits the leading hegemon and 
may lead to abuse of power by the strongest state, "which neutralises other states" and may feel "free 
to be the deciding force and the deciding voice." 
 
Is twenty first century will be a realist century? 
Realism is a renowned theoretical school of thought in international relations, yet in recent years has 
found itself in some turmoil. It is evident that there can be slight doubt that realist theories reserve a 
noticeable position in international relations theory. According to Galston, scholars centred in 
realism seek to expose that ‘well-ordered societies’ are infrequently achieved due to the lack of 
coexistence of conflicting elements in society. 
Globalization has blurred the lines between states in terms of state sovereignty, resulting in an 
increase in foreign state intervention over the last century. Furthermore, massive power transfer to 
the brunt of transnational terrorism has perpetuated a rise in global terrorism, particularly in young 
democratic states like Africa. 
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Globalization versus Sovereignty: 
In the modern global village, the global economy has grown at a faster rate than technological 
advancements, influencing the essence of institutional processes of governance and accountability. In 
addition, Van Elsloo mentions that state sovereignty, institutional structures, and nation-based 
citizenship have become economic regulators, moreover, fiscal policies, and central banks. In 
response to globalisation and recent technological advancements, institutions are being transformed 
and decentralised. For example, applying for a visa has become simpler and more electronic, and 
some regional blocs have free inter-border movement agreements. Regional blocs attempt to keep 
member countries in check. Finance flows from the World Bank to the affected countries, or finance 
flows from regional banks to member countries. 
The reconfiguration of sovereign states' systems and institutions is coerced. Sovereignty was centred 
on internal order, which influenced international law and global politics for centuries. It was 
associated with power and legitimacy over territory, particularly prior to World War II. Following that, 
the establishment of conditions for a government's legitimacy was based on the 'will of the people,' 
which transcended globally. 
 
Power politics: 
Wivel, states that realism’s most significant contribution is that ‘power politics’ tends to dictate 
relations amongst states due to the international structure. There is no world government, and 
because there is no overarching government to prevent states from exploiting one another, states 
cannot know each other's hidden agendas. Realists argue that because each state protects its own 
national interests while other states survive, international patterns and institutions have an unlikely 
defence against this. 
Sovereignty has an ambiguous legacy, as mentioned by Agnew. It may promote democratic 
legitimacy within the borders of a state, but it may also depict violent roots of statehood in defence of 
the state's borders against both foreign and domestic threats. Furthermore, without territorial 
sovereignty, valuable politics such as administration, world mapping, and representation are lost. 
Furthermore, this fuels debates between imperialists and anarchists about world order, which either 
bestows excessive power over interactions or causes the world to be a semi-autonomous system that 
restrains sovereign states. 
 
Sovereignty and Humanitarian Intervention: 
Cohen, said that the role of sovereignty is to determine; domestic and foreign enemies whilst 
holding the responsibility to protect other states’ sovereignty, preserving state sovereignty from 
sub-national actors, foreign states, or non-state actors. Cohen questions whether foreign states can 
intervene in the name of human rights in the age of globalisation. International organisations are 
allowed to make decisions that could lead to war with the government, thereby establishing a new 
centre of sovereign power. Furthermore, the reintroduction of hierarchy and hegemony into the 
international structure would justify a new monopoly on sovereign decision making. This hierarchy 
can be seen with the UN Security Council, a great power acting unilaterally, or a superpower 
collaboration. 
 
Security is still seen as a state interest: 
Harrison, states that sovereignty and globalization cannot be regulated even through the United 
Nations. The problem is that security is still regarded as a state interest. He uses the forest 
convention as an example, in which states argued over sovereign resources, rejecting treaties because 
of state interests, even to the detriment of global initiatives. Even if these conferences reach an 
agreement, the objectives and goals are not completely binding or forceful enough to compel states 
to act. When most nations agree, international conferences force other states to take actions that 
reduce state sovereignty while promoting and establishing globalizations and affirming the rhetoric 
about the power of multilateral action. 
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Terrorism in the Global Village: 
As globalisation defines world politics, the advancement of complex and interconnected risks requires 
states to reprioritize their security. According to Porpora, globalisation has increased global terror 
because borderless states allow non-state actors to intervene in inter-state relations. According to 
neorealists, the lack of authority in the international environment leads to multiple non-state actors 
pursuing their own interests. 
 

SECTION–B 
 
Q.5) a) Discuss India’s position in the current geopolitical turbulence and emerging global (dis-) 
order. 
 
Model Answer: 
Current Global (dis)order- 
The Covid-19 outbreak, the rise of China and its expansionism, the reassertion of Russia, the 
reordering of US global priorities, and the breakdown of the post-Cold War global political and 
economic order have opened up unprecedented challenges and opportunities for India. 
We are entering an era in which the old international order is cracking at the seams.  Given that 
China’s rise is not being coupled by an actual emergence of other “big powers” elsewhere in the 
world, this strengthens the view that we may be moving towards a neo-bipolar system, with China 
replacing the Soviet Union.  But for India, Multipolar world is the most beneficial world order, and 
India must constantly and diligently work towards sustaining it. 
 
Current Status of India in the current Global Order: 

 Stand on Russia Ukraine War- India is walking on a tightrope amidst the geopolitical crisis 
unfolding in Europe, trying to adeptly balance between Russia & the West. The Indian 
dilemma of remaining neutral has attracted criticism but India must understand that it will 
have to take a stand, it can’t remain a bystander, and yet dream to be superpower. 

 Balancing Russia and USA, while maintaining multipolarity –India has shed the ‘hesitations 
of history’ & has come closer to the US & West. Unlike in the past, India’s growing weight in 
the global order ensures that its ability to navigate great power politics is much stronger 
now. 

o As it balances China’s rise and builds a strategic partnership with the US, India 
remains keen to invest in a stable relationship with Russia. India is walking a tightrope 
between US and Russia. India understands the critical role Russia plays in the 
regional and global balance of power & sustenance of multipolarity. 

o The India Russia engagement of today is responding to today’s geopolitical 
imperatives, not of the past. Devoid of yesteryear’s sentimentalism, this is a 
relationship that is grounded in pragmatism, which ensures that while New Delhi can 
do little about Moscow’s gravitation to Beijing, it can insulate its own burgeoning ties 
with the US from the overweening presence of Russia.  

 Dealing with China: As per Paolo Magri [The Emerging New Global (Dis)Order], ‘Beijing has 
shed its rhetoric of the ‘peaceful rise’’. The ‘cold peace’ between China and the US, & the 
Russian assertiveness are imperilling the fragile scaffolding of global governance.  

o China has not only dominated India in its strategic neighbourhood space but it’s 
planning to dominate even the Indo-Pacific Ocean. Given the recent border crises, 
and Russian embrace of China, India is in pickle. 

o Also, India’s closeness to the U.S. has weakened its links with traditional friends such 
as Russia and Iran. 
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 The Indo-Pacific Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or the Quad- involving the US, Japan, India 
and Australia has invited anger from both China and Russia. This and Western Sanctions on 
Russia  has brought them even closer, causing discomfort in India. 

 Indo-Pacific & South Asia- India is setting up new terms of engagement in the wider Indo-
Pacific, but it needs to be vigilant of the political whirlpool evolving in the South Asia, mainly 
due to Chinese chequebook diplomacy. New Delhi must skilfully help its neighbours out of 
crises, there by fulfilling its promises of “Neighbourhood First”. It must quickly regain the 
space lost to China. 

 India & West Asia- US withdrawal from Afghanistan & consequent takeover by Taliban puts 
India in quandary considering its bad relations with Taliban. Relations with Iran are also not in 
the best state of affairs. Abrahamic accords [rapprochement between Israel and four Arab 
countries] and the recently formed I2U2 forum [ India, Israel, the UAE & US] underlines a 
new political will in Delhi to break the old taboos on India’s West Asian engagement.  

 Weakening Ties with Neighbours: A more worrying concern for Indian foreign policy is 
weakening ties with the neighbours. This can be seen from instances like China’s Cheque 
Book Diplomacy vis-a-vis Sri Lanka, strain in relation with Bangladesh on NRC issue and 
recent border controversy with Nepal due to the release of the new map. 

 Self-Imposed Isolation of India: India adopts the policy of bandwagoning or plays second 
fiddle to major powers in most of the major geopolitical issues. This must give ways to taking 
courageous stand, going out of the comfort zone, commensurate with its rising geopolitical, 
economic and military power in the region. India is punching much below its weight. Also, 
India must reengage with two important supranational bodies -NAM and the SAARC.  

 
Conclusion: 

 With a devastating politico-economic situation across the South Asian region, India — a key 
player in the region, must rise to the occasion. It has the potential and interests to provide 
some stability in South Asia. As India discerns its role in the multipolar world and the Indo-
Pacific, it seeks to continue to play a stabilizing role in South Asia.  

 HARSH V PANT: “New Delhi needs to play a “leading role” in the international system so that 
it can shape global outcomes, rather than merely being a recipient of the frameworks set by 
others. In the Indo-Pacific, a large part of its foreign policy today should be to find 
opportunities in a challenging environment to shape global outcomes.” 

 As per C. Raja Mohan, “'Strategic play' must guide India in the coming years — reducing the 
power gap with China, building the capacity to deter Beijing’s aggressive actions on its land 
and maritime frontiers, and rebalancing the Indo-Pacific.” 

 
b) Comment on the potentials of India- Central Asia Cooperation. 
 
Model Answer: 
While addressing the first meeting of the India–Central Asia Summit in January [2022], Indian PM 
Narendra Modi emphasised that the region is ‘central to India’s vision of an integrated and stable 
extended neighbourhood’. Central Asia belongs to the ‘extended neighbourhood’ of India and has 
immense potential for cooperation in various dimensions. 
 
Historical overview of the relations: 
India has enjoyed historical and civilizational linkages with Central Asia through the Silk Route from 
3rd century BC to 15th century AD.  

 Post independent India’s linkages with Central Asia were with the erstwhile Soviet Union and 
culture, music, dance, movies and literature sustained close relations with the Soviet 
Republics. 
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 In the 1990s, when the five central Asian republics gained independence, India faced the twin 
challenges of adjusting to the emerging post-cold war order and domestic economic reform.  

 In time, India’s foreign policy evolved to include a greater emphasis on engagement with 
India’s extended neighborhood, which included Central Asia. 

 In recent times, New Delhi’s has reinvigorated and reoriented its approach toward the region. 
Changing dynamics in Afghanistan are pushing India to rework its earlier Central Asia 
strategy and China is watching these moves carefully.  

 
Potential of the Cooperation 
Central Asia has long been part of the Indian imagination due to historical civilisational linkages and 
cultural connections, and India harbours ambitions to raise its profile and connect with the region.  

 Geostrategic cooperation- Central Asia is strategically positioned as an access point between 
Europe and Asia. India & Central Asia have a shared interest in the stability of Afghanistan, 
counter-terror initiatives and building peace in the region. 

o The region is located close to the conflict prone area of West Asia and Afghanistan. 
Collaboration is needed to tackle the challenge of terrorism, narcotics trafficking and 
arms smuggling. 

o India conducts annual military exercises with some Central Asian countries- ‘Khanjar’ 
with Kyrgyzstan and ‘Kazind’ with Kazakhstan. 

o India is member of Shanghai Cooperation Agreement (SCO), a Eurasian political, 
economic and military organisation. 

 Trade & commerce potential- All these states are rich in minerals, petroleum & hydroelectric 
resources. Kazakhstan has the world’s second largest reserves of uranium and is the world’s 
largest producer; Uzbekistan has large reserves of gas, uranium and gold; Turkmenistan has 
fourth largest reserves of natural gas; Tajikistan has huge hydroelectric potential; Kyrgyzstan 
is rich in gold and hydroelectric power, & so on. 

 Cooperation in Regional connectivity- multiple projects & schemes like Chahbahar port, 
International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC), and Ashgabat agreement are already 
in motion. Platforms like Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EEU) promises to bridge this gap. But India needs to script its own unique 
infrastructure projects like Chinese Belt & Road Initiative. 

 Energy Security- the region has abundance of energy resources.  Kazakhstan is one of the 
first countries with which India launched civil nuclear cooperation. The TAPI project, a gas 
pipeline from Turkmenistan to India through Afghanistan and Pakistan will connect energy 
rich Central Asia with energy starved South Asia. The region contains vast hydrocarbon fields 
which homes around 4 percent of the world’s natural gas reserves and approximately 3 
percent of oil reserves. 

 Historical & cultural ties- The ‘people-to-people’ contact has been a defining feature of 
India’s Connect Central Asia Policy.  Hindi music, Bollywood dance & movies, yoga, literature 
have been a great bonding link. 

 Development Cooperation- India has focused on Lines of Credit to financed development 
and manufacturing projects; training programs under the Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (ITEC). There are plans to set up a medical and educational E-Network for the 
five countries. 

o Other Cooperation areas- apart from oil and gas, IT, pharma and textiles, higher 
education, space, SME, power generation, food processing and agriculture present 
rich potential for deeper engagement. SCO may serve as a guarantor for the projects. 

 
Challenges Confronting India: 

 Instability- Religious extremism, fundamentalism, drug trafficking, instability in Afghanistan, 
etc, pose challenges to these societies and to regional stability. 
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 Chinese Deep pocket- China’s growing profile in the region further sharpened India’s 
attention. China poses a greater geo-political threat to India. Compared to $100 billion trade 
turnover with China, the region’s trade with India is only $2 billion. 

 The New Great Game: Because of its geo-strategic location, its hydrocarbon and other 
mineral resources, the region is witnessing an intense rivalry for influence among important 
global and regional powers, namely, the United States, Russia, China, Turkey, Iran, India and 
Pakistan. This is often referred to as the “New Great Game” 

 No direct access- India does not share a common land border with any of these states & this 
has been a major bottleneck in promoting and expanding ties. Pakistan does not allow direct 
routes to either Afghanistan or to Central Asia. China is, therefore, the transit land route for 
trade which is time consuming and costly. 

 Slow pace of Indian Projects: India’s initiatives like Chabahar port, International North South 
Transport Corridor [INSTC] are progressing with snail’s pace. 

 No common forum or platform for bringing all Central Asian countries together. It was only 
this year [2022], that first India-Central Asia summit was held. 

  
CONCLUSION  

 India must find a way to carefully navigate the muddy waters of New Great Game being 
played in Central Asia and script its own story. Playing second fiddle to China, USA or Russia 
won’t make India a substantial power in the region. 

 Though India’s Connect Central Asia (CAA) policy of 2012 is a broad-based framework 
involving political, economic, security and cultural connections is praiseworthy, it must be 
implemented on the ground quickly & with immense deftness.   

 Central Asia’s location, its geographical proximity to India, ancient linkages render the region 
highly relevant to India’s strategic interests. India has a huge goodwill in Central Asia and this 
must be tapped to the full for realizing the full potential of India- Central Asia ties. 

 
c) Discuss the feasibility and prospects of feminist foreign policy for India. 
 
Model Answer: 
The discourse around Feminist Foreign Policy (FFP) has gained tremendous traction over the last 
couple of years, with several countries around the globe championing its merits and efficacy. 
Countries like Sweden, Canada, France, etc have committed towards feminist foreign policy as it is 
essential for achieving the objectives of gender equality, gender empowerment, peace, security, and 
sustainable development.” [Groysberg et al, 2017] 
Every country’s foreign policy has to serve its national interest; therefore the feminist policy has to be 
so designed that it helps in achieving the national interest of India. The idea of FFP needs to be 
tailored to India’s specific political needs and backgrounds, and therefore, India needs to derive its 
own definition of the concept. In the Indian context, a FFP would, thus, imply the deconstruction of 
power structures  to “challenge systems of oppression, marginalisation, and exclusion” that 
perpetuate inequality.  
 
A feminist foreign policy for India should consist of- 

 Greater female representation in foreign policy decision-making structures such as 
parliament, ministry of external affairs, IFS, Senior defence positions, etc,. For example, in 
Sweden.  

 An explicit priority placed on female empowerment through foreign assistance and 
programmes. For example-Canada and France 

 Rely on the human security school of thought and should include a dedicated commitment 
towards securing peace, enhanced accessibility to basic human rights and allocation of 
resources dedicated specifically to achieve these outcomes. 
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Critical Analysis of the challenges in formulating FFP for India- 
 Calibrating FFP with often contradictory national interests is a challenge; for example, for 

India defence & security is a big priority because of the adverse neighbourhood & insecure 
borders.  As per Vucetic, most forms of militarisation tend to be inherently antifeminist in 
nature.  

 FFP needs to be restructured and contextualized to meet the needs of the non-western world 
since developing countries have culturally different perceptions of feminism and agency 
compared to its mostly Western counterparts. Margot Wallström et al (2021) suggest that 
initially the focus of the FFP should be on gender-focused development policy. 

 On paper, India’s commitments towards gender equality seem highly impressive, but on 
deeper analysis it’s superficial: Ratification of CEDAW, implementation of UN SDG goal 5 on 
gender equality; financial aid and assistance to multilateral programmes focusing on women’s 
empowerment, all-women peacekeeping contingent to Liberia, etc. are the positives; yet 
there are superficial aspects- 

 India’s got its first female foreign minister only in 2014 [ Sushma Swaraj] 
 While India may have ratified the CEDAW, it has not ratified its ‘optional protocol’  

  
Way Forward 

 Clement and Thompson (2019) call for an expansion in the current understanding of feminist 
foreign policy to bring all foreign policy tools from aid, trade, and defence to diplomacy under 
the ambit of a feminist foreign policy.  Contradictions of FFP with other national priorities 
must be resolved by restructuring & contextualizing the policy objectives to suit the foreign 
policy goals.  

 Gender mainstreaming in internal resource allocation processes and the security work 
conducted by foreign services is also needed. 

 As per Rosamond, “FFP for a developing nation should be cognisant of the distinct lived 
experiences of the non-Western women, and its construction should significantly rely on the 
postmodern and postcolonial scholarship that examines culture-specific ideas of women’s 
sense of self, agency, and security”  

 
Conclusion- 

 While India has made some significant strides to improve female representation in positions 
& institutions of foreign policy formulation, women are still significantly under-represented 
in these fields, which needs to change through affirmative policies. 

 In the post Pandemic times, India needs to adopt a human security approach in its conduct of 
foreign policy. India shows its willingness and is capable of adopting a FFP. While there is no 
doubt that India has to walk several miles to achieve this goal, it is crucial that it realises that 
now would be a perfect time to start that journey. 

 
d) Highlight the importance of North-East as a gateway to Southeast Asia. 
 
Model Answer: 
The geostrategic location of North-eastern states of India offers opportunities for enhancing regional 
and cross-border trade and developing economic corridors between India and regional neighbours in 
Southeast Asia.  
North-East India is the gateway to South-East Asia and beyond. 95 per cent of its borders are 
surrounded by – China, Nepal, and Bhutan in the north, Bangladesh in the south, and Myanmar in the 
east.  The geographic proximity of North-Eastern India to Southeast Asia & India's Act East Policy  
plays a critical role in the  development of linkages and connections.  
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Potential of Northeast as a gateway to South East- 
As per Harsh Vardhan Shringla, India's northeast region links the two fundamental pillars of the 
country's foreign policy: "Neighborhood First" and "Act East. The are several factors which place the 
north east India as a crucial link between the rest of India and the South East Asia- 

 Security - with over 5,300 kilometres of international borders with several neighbouring 
countries, North-Eastern region has significant strategic value. Cooperation between India & 
the neighbouring countries is crucial in dealing with insurgency and political instability in the 
region. 

 Drug trafficking and organised crime networks- Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar form the 
‘golden triangle’ infamous for opium production. 

 Economic cooperation- With the launch of the Look East Policy (LEP), the security-centric 
approach towards neighbours in the east gave way to a prioritising of economic issues 

o  With the Act East Policy (AEP), a paradigm shift in the potential role of the North-
East region. 

o transforming the “border economy” that engages with the local population to tap the 
unexplored potentials. 

o Asia – Pacific is one of the world's fastest-growing regions, attributed to its 
unmatched political, security, economic, and demographic dynamism.   

o Tourism. The huge natural and cultural diversity of Northeast's offers immense 
tourism potential, which needs to be tapped in order to generate employment and 
boost development. 

o Power Sector- the NE Region is blessed with huge hydro potential of about 58,356 
MW, out of which about 3.47% has so far been harnessed. Thus, India and its 
neighbours can benefit from energy cooperation through the trade of hydroelectric 
power and Myanmar. 

 Wildlife & environment conservation- northeast India is part of Indo Burma hotspot- 
meaning that the wildlife doesn’t recognize the territorial divisions made by humans & hence, 
cooperation is warranted. 

 Connectivity – Northeast India acts a land bridge between rest of India and Southeast Asia. 
India needs to quickly improve transport connectivity by land, sea, inland waterways, air 
travel and multimodal transport connectivity. This would be in line with India's vision 
conveyed in the three Cs—connectivity, commerce, and cultural commonalities. 

 North-East India’s region's development is tied with our relationship with ASEAN countries. 
Indian PM Narendra Modi said – “The Northeast has the potential to become the growth 
engine of the country.” Hence, efforts must be made to realize the full potential of the region. 

 
Challenges 

 Insurgency & political instability in the region has inhibited many business opportunities. 
 Geographical positioning of Northeast India is both a boon and a bane. It serves as a gateway 

to southeast Asia, but the topography makes connectivity and development a major challenge. 
Additionally, inner line permit obstructs the implementation of various policies.  

 Lack of efficient infrastructure & slow pace of industrial growth is a hinderance as it leads to 
capital flight. 

 Issues of ethnicity and migration in context of national register of citizens, Citizenship 
Amendment Act, and Rohingya issue. 

  
Conclusion 

 Effective implementation of Act East policy and tapping of full potential of North East India is 
very important for rapid development of the country. The poor infrastructure development, 
substandard connectivity, insurgency and political instability must be quickly.  
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 Northeast's natural and cultural diversity is a powerful symbol of cultural vitality. It must be 
tapped to promote tourism, generate employment, and create people to people linkages so 
that the region gets tied in a web of ‘complex interdependence’.  

 India's north-eastern area offers the potential to play a pivotal role in the evolution of the 
Look East – Act East policy. Strengthening connections with India's Asian neighbours via 
ASEAN can help close the divide and boost connectivity to the larger Asia - Pacific region. 

 
e) Discuss the role of various institutions and actors in shaping India’s foreign policy. 
 
Model Answer: 
A country’s foreign policy is not formed in vacuum. It is shaped by the domestic context, international 
milieu and a number of actors & institutions. No single institution or personality can be attributed 
with having exclusive rights or influence in this area. There are several contributing factors & actors, 
which collectively build up what we term as India’s Foreign Policy Consensus. 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)- It is the pivotal player in India’s external or foreign relations. It is 
empowered with the task of planning, formulating and managing India’s external relations with other 
nations to protect and promote national interests on the global stage. In reality, MEA acts like the 
foreign policy secretariat in India, which receives numerous policy inputs from various sources, and 
analyses and channelizes the different options to the political leadership, i.e., the Cabinet headed by 
the PM, and then implements decisions taken at this apex level. 
Cabinet/Cabinet Committees- determines the course of India’s external relations by giving 
necessary directions. It/they is/are the most trusted colleagues of the Prime Minister and assist and 
advise him/her on major foreign policy issues, including during times of crisis. 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)- it provides secretarial assistance and advice to the PM and functions 
as the centre of policy making in India. During PM Nehru’s time, since he was both PM and EAM, the 
PMO became the centre of foreign policy decision making. 
National Security Council (NSC)- it advices the Government on matters of India’s National Security, 
Foreign Policy and Defence. Chaired by the PM, the NSC consists of the Ministers of External Affairs, 
Defence, Home and Finance, the NSA and the Deputy Chairman of Niti Ayog. 

 Strategic Planning Group (SPG) – this is the topmost decision-making body at the 
bureaucratic level, & is responsible for formulating and implementing India’s strategic 
policies. Headed by the Cabinet Secretary, the SPG is also assigned to make long term 
strategies for India’s military doctrine. 

 National Security Advisory Board (NSAB) – the Board consists of members from outside the 
government, & advises on matters related to national security and development. Its 
membership includes eminent professionals, academics, scientists, administrative experts 
and retired bureaucrats. 

 
Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Commerce & Industry-  it offers advice on defense policy and 
national security.  
Parliament- It has the power to legislate on foreign affairs, one of the subjects in the exclusive 
domain of the central/union government. This authority includes legislation or amendment of any 
law for the successful implementation of international treaties, agreements and conventions. 
Government is accountable to Parliament, which can seek information and clarification on policies 
and issues.    
State Governments - Though foreign affairs is exclusively a central subject as per Constitutional 
provisions are concerned, but the States adjoining our neighbouring countries have a major say in 
cross border issues. For example, the Ganges Water Sharing Treaty with Bangladesh would not have 
been possible without the support of the West Bengal Government.  
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Academia, Think Tanks and Personalities- significant group outside government exercise some level 
of influence, though not anything significant, in foreign affairs. School of International Studies at JNU, 
the MEA supported Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) and the Defence Ministry supported 
Institute of Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA) are the major ones. Other important thinks thanks 
are ICRIER (Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations), Centre for Policy 
Research (CPR), Observer Research Foundation (ORG), and Vivekananda Foundation, etc. 
Statesmen, Scholars, Civil Servants and Diplomats- Their contribution in shaping India's foreign 
policy, particularly in the initial decades, has been immense. They are, Sardar Patel, K. M. Panikkar, 
KPS Menon Sr., KR Narayanan, K Subramaniam, G Parthasarathy, JN Dixit and Brajesh Mishra, among 
others. Their bold outlook and perceived influence with politicians gave them the platform to induct 
crucial inputs in the evolving foreign policy architecture of India. 
Pressure Groups, Media and NGOs - Voices of non-political groups, associations and organizations 
are important sources of influence in shaping government policies, including in foreign and security 
issues. They do so by lobbying with the policy makers or by making their views known through 
various media, including through writings in influential journals and magazines, and lately through 
social media. 
Business Organizations – They influence foreign policy by lobbying with the government, forming 
business organizations like FICCI, CII, ASSOCHAM, NASSCOM, etc, participating in business 
delegation meetings with foreign dignitaries in India as well as abroad. 
Diaspora- they are important actors as they tilt the polices of their respective countries in favour of 
India. For example, India diaspora in USA exerts huge influence on US government. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Thus, foreign policy making, being complex, in influenced by a number of factors, actors and 
institutions, though their importance & contributions varies, some being very important while others 
being in the fringe. 
 
 
Q.6) a) How Ukrainian conflict complicates India’s ties with Russia and the West.Provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the impact of Ukrainian crisis on India’s foreign relations. 
 
Model Answer: 
The Russia-Ukraine crisis has complicated an already-complex geopolitical environment. It puts New 
Delhi in an awkward midpoint position between Russia – a longstanding politico-military legacy 
partner – and the West – a rising partner in an increasingly multipolar context. It has also generated 
renewed interest in what India’s nonalignment policy, later repackaged as ‘strategic autonomy’, really 
means. 
As per JITENDRA NATH MISRA, the contention that India is vacillating in response to the Ukraine 
crisis is unfounded.  India would have been at the receiving end of disapprovals no matter which side 
it took. But as a rising power, contending with India’s minimum expectations is problematic.  Today’s 
India has greater agency in shaping diplomacy around crises, unlike in the past. And hence India must 
show the courage of ‘calling a spade a spade’. 
 
Ukrainian conflict – Impact on India’s ties with Russia and the West 
India is faceing dual pressure, from the Russians as our traditional ally and from the US with whom we 
have partnered for Quad. Our interests with the West are far deeper, our economic interests are 
largely with the US and Europe. While China and Russia seem to be getting closer, yet everybody has 
to judge their own interests instead of going by sentiment. 

 India -Russia relations- Even though Indo-Russian trade numbers are paltry in comparison 
to Indo-US numbers, India’s defence and energy partnership with Russia are of utmost 
importance. Also, Russia has been India’s most time-tested strategic partner, with the two 

Page 39 of 51

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

having cooperated on political, security, and other strategic matters for a very long time and 
are continuing to do so. 

 India- West relations- they have many commonalities and shared interests-i.e., “promote a 
resilient, rules-based international order that safeguards sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
upholds democratic values, and promotes peace and prosperity for all. Countering China in 
the Indo- Pacific is the biggest common ground for both. Apart from that, Quad, US-led Indo-
Pacific Economic Forum (IPEF), many foundational agreements like LEMOA, COMCASA, 
BECA, booming trade, technical cooperation, and highly influential diaspora in USA & 
Europe, make relations with the West much more important. 

Thus, India finds itself in a geopolitical quagmire between Russia and West & is walking a tightrope. 
On the one hand, it has a time-tested relationship with Russia, hinged on defence and bilateral trade 
deals, and on the other, it needs allies and trade partners like the US to counterbalance China’s 
growing influence in the region. India also needs to keep an eye on countries supporting Pakistan and 
China, given its own border tensions with the two neighbouring nations.   
  
One of the major reasons why India doesn’t want to jeopardise its ties with Moscow is that it sees 
Russia as a guarantor of multipolarity. India favours a world order where multiple powers balance 
each other out. The Ukraine conflict, by driving Russia into China’s arms, hampers India’s ability to 
promote more multipolarity.” 
 
Impact Of Ukrainian Crisis on India’s Foreign Relations 
As per Angshuman Choudhury, beyond the broader normative debates, the crisis can shape specific 
verticals of Indian foreign policy. Of these, India’s Indo-Pacific strategy is perhaps the most exposed 
to potential adversities. This is because of the dense convergence of various geopolitical interests in 
this region, which the crisis will inevitably mould in one way or another. For India, there is both 
trouble and opportunity in the Indo-Pacific horizon, depending on how agile or remiss its diplomacy 
is in the years to come. 

 Indo- Pacific & Chinese Overtures-First, Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, driven by a mix 
of geopolitical realism and political irredentism, could set an actionable precedent for 
aspirational big powers elsewhere. For instance, China could appropriate it to rationalise its 
own expansionism in the Indo-Pacific by framing it as a direct response to Western 
expansionism.  

o Both Putin and Xi Jinping are leaders with strong revanchist-nationalist tendencies 
who want to leave behind a glowing legacy. The Chinese could replicate Russian 
action in Taiwan. Fears about China using the crisis to flex its muscles in the South 
China Sea (SCS) also loom large. 

o For China “real goal of the Indo-Pacific strategy is to establish an Indo-Pacific 
version of NATO” . This will surely concern India. Putin’s Ukraine move sets a 
cautionary context for India and its Indo-Pacific partners. 

 Normative challenge India Foreign Policy- PM Modi’s vision for the Indo-Pacific at the 
Shangri-la Dialogue [2018] is a “free, open, inclusive region built around a “rules-based 
order”, which upholds “ sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as equality of all nations, 
irrespective of size and strength.” The Quad has packaged itself on similar terms. However, 
when India refuses to explicitly condemn Russia unilaterally invading a much smaller 
neighbour, the irony of India’s liberal, normative persuasion in the Indo-Pacific becomes 
uncomfortably conspicuous. 

 Defence & Security- It’s difficult to manage foreign policy when major powers start fighting. 
Western sanctions Russia & its the war expenditure will surely hit Russia’s capacity to meet 
Indian defence demands, even impacting our S-400 deal.. If this demand is not met by 
matching supplies from the West, the putative coalition to balance China will be put in 
jeopardy. 
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o A shrinking Russian presence as a prime arms supplier will most likely be replaced by 
a growing Chinese role in this domain, which would in turn strengthen Beijing’s 
geopolitical influence in the region, further jeopardizing Indian interests. 

 Energy Security & Inflation- Oil prices will shoot up if there is a war and worsen inflation. 
For India developmental needs, oil and gas prices need to be within optimum range. 

 Referendum & Jammu Kashmir Issue- the biggest problem for India will be if Russia seeks a 
referendum in eastern Ukraine. India will hardly support that kind of action as tomorrow, 
Pakistan might do the same in PoK. 

 
Conclusion: 

 C. Raja Mohan- India is not a small nation, it’s becoming the third-largest country. We can 
navigate this with finesse, take strong positions on principle and make sure that our interests 
are met. The US-Russia-China relationship has changed so much over the last 70 years. China 
today is 10 times bigger than Russia though in the 50s, it was the junior partner. A Russia 
fighting with the US and Europe would have little value for China. The moot point is that our 
problem with China is real, deep and unlikely to change. We have to go in the direction that 
helps us neutralise it. 

 India is likely to weather the headwinds for now. There are two reasons behind this – the 
deliberate tweaking of its official narrative on the Russia-Ukraine crisis; and its growing 
weight as an Indo-Pacific power. India has consistently evolved its narrative & discourse on 
Russia-Ukraine issue, even going to the extent of voting against Russia in the UNSC recently.  

 As per Maya Mirchandani, for the moment, India has chosen a path of strategic balance. 
While this may be a viable short-term strategy as India leverages its credentials as a key 
player in the global rules-based order to buy cheap Russian oil for a home market, arriving at 
a fork in the road is a question of when, not if. At that point, given India's geographical 
realities, and its own domestic economic challenges, the choice to further reduce 
dependence on Russia should be obvious. 

 
b) What are India’s strategic ambitions in Asia? Discuss the mounting challenges in India’s 
engagement with Southeast Asia. 
 
Model Answer: 
Although there exists a critical consensus among Western scholars that India lacks a grand strategy to 
direct internal and external policies, but the Chinese think otherwise. As per Chinese military 
document ‘India has always seen itself as a regional power and has wanted to dominate the Indian 
Ocean Region’ . India relies on the Chanakyan philosophy, dealing with peripheral nations as rivals 
and regions that are far off as friends. 
As per George Tanham [Indian Strategic Thought], India follows the mandala system of strategic 
thinking, which places India’s spheres of influence into three concentric circles the core, periphery, 
and extended neighborhood. For Tanham, Indian strategic culture is deeply influenced by two 
factors– the impacts of geography and the British raj.  
 
India’s strategic ambitions in Asia- 
 India’s strategic ambitions in Asia try to accomplish some  important goals : - 

 To Maintain India’s Sovereignty & Territorial Integrity - protect India from traditional and 
non-traditional threats, including those originating from Pakistan and China. For this, India is 
building partnerships and allies, strengthening its defence & intelligence capacities, etc 

 Create an external environment Suitable for Indian National Interest- a global environment 
which is conducive for an inclusive development of India so that the benefits of growth can 
reach the poorest of the in the country. 
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 To Be a Norm Builder & Norm Contributor- Make India’s voice heard in global forums – to be 
able to influence world opinion on issues of global importance such as terrorism, climate 
change, disarmament, reforms of institutions of global governance, and 

 Become a regional Hegemon- to become a great power & preponderance in South Asia and 
the Indian Ocean Region.  For this, Chinese rise has to be checked by internal as well as 
external means. India must adopt a 2 pronged strategy -the immediate goal should be to 
counter the Chinese rise and sustain the Multipolar system, and the long term goal should be 
to become the regional hegemon itself by displacing China. 

o India aims of building a Blue Ocean Navy, safeguarding maritime security and 
ensuring freedom of navigation and over flight throughout the region so as to secure 
Indian Interests in Indian Ocean Region; and to be able to play the role of “Net 
Security Provider’ in the Asian region. 

 Maintain & promote a multipolar, Rule-based multilateral World Order- for this Russia is 
important because if Russia declines, world will become bipolar, with China as the second 
pole. Hence India has to play smartly. While propelling its own growth & checkmating China, 
India has to ensure that Russia remains a relevant power, which will be highly difficult when 
the Russian Ukraine war ends. 

 India’s regional strategy in Immediate Neighbourhood (periphery)- 
o Not allowing a neighbouring state to undertake any action is potentially inimical to 

Indian defence & security. Hence, waning the influence of China and taming Pakistan 
in the region is of utmost priority.  

o not permitting unfriendly foreign governments to establish a presence or influence in 
a neighbouring state  

o Working for creating peaceful, rule-based region having rapid economic growth 
 India’s strategy in Extended Neighbourhood- India’s ability to resolve issues in the periphery 

will directly affect its ability to increase power in the extended neighborhood. 
o Protecting Indian interests in trade and commerce, security and defence and other 

major global agreements and deals. 
o Countering China’s rise and strengthening its own political & economic presence 

especially in Central Asia & West Asia.  
o Increase Influence in Regional Institutions & Develop Stronger Foreign Partnerships 

  
Challenges In India’s Engagement with Southeast Asia 
Though India’s relation with Southeast Asia have been reinvigorated and reoriented since the launch 
of ACT EAST policy, the real challenge for New Delhi in Southeast Asia would be to adapting to an 
ever-changing and uncertain geopolitical environment and regional power dynamics. 
India has to see how competitive its economy can be, how far it can play the role of a constructive 
player in the region’s security, and how proactively it can deliver on its policy promises, particularly 
with regard to trade, infrastructure, and connectivity.  
 
The major challenges that India faces in its engagement with Southeast Asia are as follows: 

 Trade & Commerce- Ever since India entered into the two FTAs, its trade deficit had risen as 
imports from the region sharply rose in comparison to its exports to the region. India’s trade 
deficit with the ASEAN has widened from $5 billion in 2010-11 to $23.8 billion in 2019-20, 

 Connectivity Challenges- though connecting India’s north-eastern states with ASEAN has 
always been a key imperative for India’s policy choices, yet the implementation of several 
flagship infrastructure and connectivity projects such as the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit 
Facility, the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway is moving at a snail’s pace, due to 
persisting bureaucratic hurdles. 

 The Chinese hurdle-China’s maritime presence in the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean 
regions, India’s backyard, such as in Myanmar’s Kyaupkyu, Bangladesh’s Chittagong, and Sri 
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Lanka’s Hambantota has compelled New Delhi to seek deeper and stronger relations with 
like-minded countries in Southeast Asia and recently the Quad countries for maintaining a 
favourable regional balance of power. 

 A Theatre for U.S.-China geopolitical rivalry - Southeast Asia turning out to be a major arena 
of U.S.-China geopolitical rivalry. Both China and the U.S. are trying to lure ASEAN countries 
to their respective sides by extending their influence, the former with its grand economic 
prospects and the U.S. through its reassurances on the region’s security.  

 Quickly adapting new economic partnerships-the promise of new investments in 
infrastructure development such as the Build Back Better World initiative, the Blue Dot 
Network, the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity, and the Indo-Pacific 
Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness, the last two being unveiled in the recently- held 
Quad summit. 

 Improving Hard Power & Economic might- Even though India is one of the top-five regional 
powers in Asia, the United States and China continues to occupy significant space in the 
region’s power equations. It is said that hard power and economics always triumphs over soft 
power. This is exactly the case for India in its attempts to extend its influence in the ASEAN 
vis-à-vis the capabilities of the aforementioned two great powers. Southeast Asia lies in 
China’s immediate neighbourhood and it has a looming maritime dispute in the South China 
Sea with at least five ASEAN member-states. But despite this fact, China continues to be 
ASEAN’s largest trading partner since 2009, while India stands the fifth. 

 
CONCLUSION  
As per  Amb (Retd) Achal Malhotra, India should ensure that it plays an increasingly important role in 
shaping the global agenda, that it is part of the "rule making” rather than "rule following” and that it 
emerges as a strong pole in the multi-polar world.  
Also, India should devise skilful strategies, collaborating with like-minded countries, & strengthening 
regional cooperation frameworks like SSARC, BIMSTEC, ASEAN etc, to promote its geopolitical and 
geoeconomic interests in the South Asian region. Numerous policies like ‘Neighbourhood First’, ‘Act 
East’, ‘Connect Central Asia’, ‘Look West’ are good in conceptualization & content, yet its 
implementation needs to be fast paced. 
This is crucial for India because with China’s rise & America’s decline and Russia being stuck in war, 
there is immense potential for India to meet its geopolitical & geopolitical goals. India as an emerging 
power need to articulate a clear and pragmatic road map for the region. 
 
c) Examine the complexity arising from the presence of China element in India-Sri Lanka relations. 
What are the policy options before India? 
 
Model Answer:  
China has emerged as one of the important factors in India-Sri Lanka relations. Deep Chinese 
involvement in Sri Lanka, from infrastructure, defence, economic aid without conditionalities, and 
supporting it on Human rights at global forums has complicated the matter for India. The recent 
docking of Chinese Yuan Wang-5 naval vessel has reinforced fears of the potential misuse of 
Hambantota port, China’s intentions in the Indian Ocean, and Sri Lanka’s pro-China tilt. 
 
As per Mohan Malik, China’s strategy towards India have three elements: encirclement, envelopment 
and entanglement. 

 ‘Encirclement’ is a kind of “strengthened Chinese strategic presence [encircling India] in 
Tibet, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Burma and in the Indian Ocean island states.”  

 ‘Envelopment’ is essentially “integrating all of India’s neighbours into the Chinese economy.”  
 ‘Entanglement’ is “exploiting India’s domestic contradictions and multiple security concerns.” 

Page 43 of 51

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

China sees Sri Lanka as “an important hub on the Maritime Silk Road” & a part of ‘String of Pearls’. 
The Chinese involvement in Sri Lanka ranges from infrastructure development, economic aid, oil 
exploration, investments, trade, and a strong diplomatic support to the island state when in need, 
especially in the wake of human rights accountability issue that emerged after the end of ‘Eelam War 
IV’. Let us analyse India-China-Sri Lanka triangular relationship along various dimensions- 

 Infrastructure development- this is the main Chinese footprint in Sri Lanka which has wider 
strategic ramifications & has attracted considerable attention of India. Statistically speaking, 
funding from China accounts for more than half of Sri Lanka’s construction and development 
loans. Hambantota port strategically located and can also be used by any military fleet. A 
strong foothold for the Chinese in Hambantota would allow them to have dominance over a 
vast area of the Indian Ocean. 

o When it comes to infrastructure development, India’s involvement in Sri Lanka is less, 
if not insignificant, in comparison to China. However, Sri Lankans rate the Chinese 
better in terms of timely completion of projects, cost effectiveness and quality of 
infrastructure. Most importantly, Beijing places no conditions in terms of “structural 
adjustments, policy reforms, competitive biddings, or transparency attached to their 
loans” or even human rights, except bringing in some off their own labourers. 

 Role of State & Private companies- Profit motive comes last for the Chinese companies. 
Their priority is to look towards aspects like strategic advantages, diplomatic mileage and 
good will gained through projects. Most importantly, in the Indian case, the private sector 
and the government do not seem to complement each other’s efforts and gains. Risk-averse 
Indian companies care less about projection of Indian ‘soft power’ without much state 
support and motivation.  

 Post War Reconstruction- Although India’s presence in reconstruction of post-war Sri Lanka 
is huge, China’s involvement is also notable.  

 Trade & investment- The balance of trade of Sri Lanka is hugely in favour of China (ratio of 
1:19 compared to 1:10 with India in 2011). China is also Sri Lanka’s largest foreign investor 
and lender. Sri Lanka in 2011 allowed the Yuan (renminbi) to be used in international 
transactions, whereas the Indian rupee does not enjoy the same privilege. 

 Defence Trade - During ‘Eelam War IV’, China liberally supplied requisite arms and 
ammunition to Sri Lankan troops to defeat the LTTE. Sri Lanka justified arms procurement 
from China on two counts: lack of option and price worthy. These fetched China tremendous 
good will from the Sri Lankans. On the other hand, India insisted on providing only “non-
lethal weapons” to Colombo during the war due to domestic pressures. The same pressures 
have stalled long-pending Defence Cooperation Agreement between the two countries. Yet, 
India remains preferred destination for the training of Sri Lankan military officers. 

 Diplomatic support at international forums-The more the Sri Lankans appreciate is China’s 
diplomatic support to Colombo against the West-led call for international investigations on 
war crimes committed during ‘Eelam War IV’.  In return Sri Lanka has time and again 
reiterated its strict adherence to ‘one China policy’: It gave free leeway to Beijing in the island 
to strengthen its economy - mainly ports-related economy  

In turn, India’s interests and concerns are not in Sri Lanka’s radars, although the island state tries its 
best to do the fine balancing act to keep both big powers of Asia in good humour, while at the same 
time benefitting from both. Keeping this in mind, development projects are offered to both India and 
China from time-to-time. But China is closer to the heart of Colombo. Sri Lanka is now in a position 
to juggle India and China, but is closer to Beijing, which has “no strings attached”, at least overtly, 
to any of the projects implemented or aid granted. 
 
Policy Options for India: 
Dealing with assertive & powerful China in India’s backyard must be handled adeptly, with a skilful 
mix of various policy issues-a combination of hard and soft power. 
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As per N Manoharan, India should not be panicky about China’s footprint, but at the same time, she 
should be concerned about the strategic implications. The main concern is the possibility of use of 
infrastructure put in place by China against Indian interests. 

 Improving execution of Accord of 1987- In the Annexure of the India-Sri Lanka Accord of 
1987 India and Sri Lanka have agreed that “Trincomalee or any other port in Sri Lanka would 
not be made available for military use to any country in a manner which is prejudicial to 
India's interest.” Sri Lanka has not fully abided by even the core provisions of the Accord & 
there is possibility of dual-use mode of certain infrastructure projects.  

 Conveying our concerns & building constituencies- India has to be assertive in conveying its 
viewpoint but has to do so in a more subtle manner. India needs to positively exploit the 
aspect of proximity. New Delhi should consciously build constituencies in the neighbourhood 
and should have dialogue with the concerned political, economic, social and cultural actors. 

 Diplomacy with China- If there are any apprehensions because of China’s role in the 
neighbourhood, India must sort out the issue bilaterally with China itself. Something that 
could change is perhaps New Delhi’s message—if the Indian Ocean can no longer be India’s 
Ocean, then the China Sea will also no longer be China’s sea. 

 Continuing the Humanitarian approach- unlike China, India has no option but to assist Sri 
Lanka. New Delhi’s strategic and geographical compulsions barely allow it to sit back and 
watch Sri Lanka descend into chaos—a privilege that Beijing enjoys.  

 Continue with its diplomatic engagement and assistance- India’s response to the crisis is 
not only strategic and status-oriented, but also symbolic since its Indo-Pacific partners 
expect it to play a significant role in the region. Any misadventure of denying or differing 
assistance to Sri Lanka also risks attracting more Chinese influence and undoing the positive 
gains of the last two years. 

 Focus on becoming an economic and military power- China is doing what it does because of 
economic strength.  

 Build Powerful regional alliances to contain China- One of the reasons for China flexing its 
muscles is improved relations with Russia and must carefully balance between US and Russia. 
India must show mirror to China and make it realize that it too has geopolitical problems like 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Tibet. India must build strong alliances with Chinese opponents like 
Japan, Vietnam, US and form a coalition to nibble slowly and firmly at Chinese interests in its 
backyard. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 India has to balance out between regional peace, its own strategic interests and that of long-
term peace, and development of Sri Lanka. The key is to sustain bilateral ties with Sri Lanka in 
the long run and make up for the lost ground. 

 New Delhi has to understand its strengths and weaknesses when it comes to its role in a third 
country on development. It should strive to have an edge on whichever fields it could. 
Resettlement, tourism, cultural exchange, and trade are few areas that India has distinct 
advantage over other countries. 

 As per Sanjeev Nayyar, there is no need for India to be submissive because China’s GDP is five 
times ours and ape its achievements in infrastructure and manufacturing. India’s actions 
should be driven by its civilizational values and not in response to Chinese moves. Our mantra 
should cooperate and compete. Be firm, keep channels of communication open and never let 
our guard down. 
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Q.7) a) Highlight the role of India in creating the structures of global governance in last seventy-
five years of her independent history.   
 
Model Answer: 
India entered the global system as a passionate and dedicated multilateralist. It took part in 
significant international discussions aimed at creating the post-World War II international order. 
Despite not having achieved its independence from the British empire, it was one of the founding 
members of the United Nations in 1945.  
Indian support for multilateralism was not exclusively motivated by the desire for acceptance and 
legitimacy. Instead, independent India sought to influence the new international institutions' agenda 
by drawing attention to the unique—and frequently marginalized—concerns and causes of the 
developing world. 
Additionally, it participated in the failed International Trade Organization's negotiations. After 
gaining independence, it began to take a more active role in international organisations. For instance, 
India participated in numerous UN agencies established throughout the years and was one of the 
original 23 signatories to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 
India took part in, and in fact served as the leader of, the informal GATT group of developing nations 
to advocate for the needs of what was then referred to as the Third World. India played a key role in 
the establishment of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in 1964 
as a forum alternative to the GATT and an organisation significantly more sympathetic to the 
concerns of the poorer countries.  
This was accomplished in collaboration with other developing nations. India enthusiastically 
supported the radical New International Economic Order movement in the 1970s and used 
distributive justice as a justification. India promoted distinct causes from those promoted by the 
developed world in the UN General Assembly as well. The Non-Aligned Movement served as a symbol 
of the alternative route it chose for itself. 
India was a fervent advocate for global disarmament in the case of nuclear weapons and 
proliferation. It ratified the Partial Test Ban Treaty in 1963 and actively participated in the 
development of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as a member of the Committee on 
Disarmament of the Eighteen Nations. 
Due in large part to India's diplomatic efforts, the NPT came to include two important principles: that 
non-nuclear states would have access to nuclear energy technology for peaceful purposes and that 
non-proliferation was not an end in itself but rather a step towards universal nuclear disarmament.  
In climate change negotiations, India spearheaded the concerns of the Global South by insisting for 
common but differentiated responsibilities. It also showed that it can take responsibility too by 
leading the Paris talks and following up on the commitments too.  
India's diplomats demonstrated a new type of economic diplomacy during the Paris deal by first 
establishing a new international organisation (International Solar Alliance) by leveraging its domestic 
renewable energy ambitions on a global scale and, second, by connecting with developing nations 
that are "solar rich" and have common interests with developed nations and other non-state actors 
who have strong financial interests in these untapped "solar rich" markets.  
These two factors—willingness and ability—have significantly hindered India's readiness to accept 
additional obligations entailing increased global burden-sharing until the last decade. With the 
growth of India’s economic as well as political stature, India’s position in upholding a rules based 
international order is already on an ascendancy.  
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b) India's aspiration to engage very diverse allies is vital trait of its new pragmatic policy with 
regard to West Asia. Discuss. 
 
Model Answer: 
India is among the select few countries that enjoy an enviable relationship with almost all the West 
Asian countries from Iran to Saudi Arabia to Israel. The key to it has been India’s ability to stitch 
partnerships with diverse allies with a multi aligned outlook towards the region. 
India opened formal diplomatic relations with Israel only in 1991 and it had a strained relationship 
with Saudi Arabia for much of the Cold War. Further, its relationships with other countries in West 
Asia were also hyphenated with its Pakistani relations.  
India, slowly built its relationships in the region independent of its ties with other countries. It 
dehyphenated Israel and the Palestine issue and developed its ties with Israel while at the same time 
supporting for a two nation theory. India also was able to independently develop ties with Saudi and 
Iran despite conflicts between both. Further, India managed to remove the Pakistan lens with which 
the Gulf Cooperation Council used to view India.  
Now with major countries like USA and the West struggling to broker peace because of its strained 
relations and accusations of partiality, India has the advantage of a cleaner reputation with all the 
countries. It’s ability to join the West Asian Quad, I2U2 consisting of Israel, USA, UAE while at the 
same time managing to upgrade its relationship with Iran is a testament to it. 
Additionally, with strong ties with all the West Asian countries, India’s commercial and economic 
interests receive a boost.  GCC nations as a whole have emerged as India's top trade partner and 
supplier of oil and gas. In each of the six G.C.C. nations, Indians make up the majority of the expat 
population.  
Iran and Iraq have improved ties with India as well. It is important to note that despite the fact that 
India did not even have an ambassador in Baghdad from 2004 to 2011 due to security concerns, India 
is among Iraq’s top trading partners, while Iraq is India's second-largest oil supplier. 
Further, India’s diversity in allies in the region also insulates it from global supply shocks of raw 
materials like oil and gas in the event of any war or natural calamity. Ties with all major countries in 
the region also helps India stitch together grand connectivity projects like the INSTC (International 
North South Corridor) and connect its Western neighbourhood. 
India’s diverse ties in the neighbourhood also signify its strategic autonomy in its foreign policy and 
underlining its economic and strategic interests above everything else. It is also able to prove to be a 
stable ally for these countries in times of uncertainty. 
India’s successful West Asia policy, far from being a matter of sheer luck or an easy path, has been 
assiduously crafted. India has adhered to a "hands-off" policy based on the tenet that regime change 
through foreign interference is a violation of international norms and law ever since the unrest in 
West Asia gained momentum in 2011. India also purposefully refrained from taking a side in any of the 
rivalries or conflicts in the region. 
India has assumed a significant role as one of the few countries prepared to stand behind the promise 
of globalisation and a rules based international order in the region at a time when world powers are 
turning inward or focusing on narrow short term interests. 
  
c) In context of the completion of one year of the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan, sketch the 
future prospects of India's engagement with the region. 
 
Model Answer: 
The changes that have taken place in Afghanistan over the past 20 years risk being undone by the 
Taliban's return. Additionally, sanctions are being imposed on Afghanistan by the international 
community, including those from the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and several 
European countries. 
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The ongoing and upcoming initiatives that India's development cooperation and other international 
partners have committed to are put in jeopardy by the Taliban's return in 2021. India also closed its 
embassy and consulate in Kabul as well as its Kandahar and Mazar-e-Sharif outposts  
Sushant Sareen argues that India, like every other country has three options to choose when it comes 
to dealing with Takiban 2.0- engage, isolate or oppose. While the third option has been shunned by 
all, India has largely focused only on isolating the Taliban. Beyond a certain point, this strategy will, 
however, produce diminishing dividends, particularly in light of the fact that many other nations are 
already beginning to 'engage' the Taliban. 
Sareen argues that all three possibilities should be included in the Indian policy, however with minor 
variations. India should engage the Taliban if it chooses, but it also needs to reconnect with its former 
allies, the majority of whom live in exile. India may use its relationships with the exiles to advocate for 
reconciliation as a nation that supports stability in Afghanistan and works to create a government that 
is inclusive of all citizens. 
India can use its support for anti-Taliban forces in a carrot and stick policy to ensure that the Taliban 
doesn’t support anti Indian organisations like Jaish-e-Mohammed and al-Qaeda. Further, India’s 
closer ties with Taliban will also keep Pakistan in check as it can’t afford an Indo-Taliban bonhomie. 
Humanitarian aid is one of the most important  ways for India to help Afghanistan. However, given 
that Pakistan forbids a free two-way movement between India and Afghanistan, it is necessary to 
establish a "humanitarian aid corridor" in order to accomplish this. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
authorities may be involved via Dubai or Islamabad in such a humanitarian corridor; however, only 
real international action, particularly from the UN, would make it possible. 
India can play a significant role in assisting the Afghan education sector through edtech services as 
India is a leader in the Ed tech sector and Afghan girls will find offline education tougher under 
Taliban. 
Harsh Pant argues that India must increase its presence also in Afghanistan and not just contribute 
through multilateral organisations. Furthermore, it is crucial for India to make sure that aid is 
administered fairly to all groups and regions and reaches those who need it the most. India will also 
need to defend its own ideals of fairness and equity when it comes to the administration of its 
humanitarian aid. As a result, reaching out to the Taliban is a top priority. 
The Taliban, for its part, is also realising that India has significant regional and international influence. 
A more thorough global outreach is impossible without meaningful engagement with New Delhi. 
Today, New Delhi has the chance to reevaluate the Taliban's conditions of engagement on its own 
terms. India will have fresh opportunities as other regional players like China, Russia, and Iran seek to 
intensify their relationship with the Taliban. Though India and the rest of the world have changed, the 
Taliban remain as backward and oppressive as they were before. New Delhi should keep emphasising 
its support for Afghan women and minorities while also working with the larger international 
community to hold the Taliban accountable. 
  
 
Q.8) a) Examine the view that diplomacy has succeeded only in producing the 'cold peace' in India-
China relations and only viable option for India is the determined, responsible pursuit of power. 
 
Model Answer: 
The two nations with the fastest-growing economies and political clout in the world today, India and 
China, have a shared past rife with rivalry, cooperation, and strife. Over time, Sino-Indian ties have 
taken on a variety of tones; at different points, both countries have sought economic cooperation, 
while periodic border disputes have been a major source of enmity. Jeff M Smith characterised this 
as a Cold Peace where cooperation and competition coexist simultaneously. 
Indo-China relations started off on a fruitful note with the rose tinted ideas of Indo-chin Bhai bhai 
days of Nehru when 1962 war put paid to it. China’s play book hasn’t changed much in the last 6-7 
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decades with using diplomacy only to bide time and strengthen itself and keeping pushing the 
Overton window on acceptability of its irredentism. 
Beijing ultimately disregarded the core principles of every agreement it has made with India since 
1993 to maintain the border's tranquillity in its attempt to unilaterally redraw the LAC in its favour 
leading to the Galwan clashes. The futility of India’s diplomatic overtures are reflected in the fact that 
it happened right after the jubilant mood around the Wuhan Spirit and the Mahabalipuram spirit.  
Similarly, just before Modi hosted Xi for the first time in 2014, China staged an incursion into Ladakh’s 
Chumar area and constructed a temporary road in the region. After delisting of China as a country of 
concern and issuance of e-visas for Chinese nationals, India- China witnessed another standoff at 
Doklam.  
Shashi Tharoor, similarly points to China’s efforts at Salami-slicing the border areas whereby China 
slowly acquires a territory piece by piece by keeping on pushing its own borders. China’s salami 
slicing tactics have been visible in the South China Sea, Sino-Bhutan border and even Aksai Chin.  
Harsh Pant argues that China’s assertiveness on the border is understandable as it was possible for 
China to maintain the appearance of maintaining peace and quiet as long as it was the dominant party 
along the border. Only when the Indian side refused to back down did the issue blow up. Pant also 
sees the LAC aggression as the new normal if there has to be a lasting solution to the conflict. 
Further, China’s actions have also narrowed down available options for India both diplomatically and 
publicly. The already highly anti-Chinese sentiment in the Indian population has grown much 
stronger. Further, it has increased the costs of not responding to Chinese aggression over the costs 
of responding to it resulting in a rising Indian appetite for a face off against China. 
According to Rajesh Rajagopalan, India must choose between six possible strategic alternatives to 
protect its interests in this unbalanced environment: remaining neutral, hedging, developing domestic 
military might, establishing regional alliances, partnering with China, or aligning with the United 
States. 
Because China's might, closeness, and actions already clearly pose a threat to India's security and 
wider international interests, Rajagopalan says that adopting a nonalignment, hedging, or alignment 
approach with China is unlikely to be in India's best interests. 
India must place equal emphasis on the maritime realm in addition to enhancing land border security. 
China's aggression against India includes more than just border clashes. This can be accomplished by 
advancing strategic partnerships with nations like the US, Japan, Australia, and Vietnam. 
Thus it is imperative for the Indian side to push for cessation of hostilities at the border but from a 
position of strength and focus on building its military, economic and strategic clout to ensure that 
China doesn’t misuse this ‘cold peace’ to enforce its writ in the subcontinent. 
  
b) " Confluence of structural, domestic and Individual-level factors has been responsible for radical 
shift in Indo-Israeli strategic relations ". Comment. 
 
Model Answer: 
India first recognised Israel in September 1950, but diplomatic ties with Tel Aviv weren't established 
until January 1992. Impressively, Israel has during the past 20 years grown to be India's second-largest 
arms supplier and a significant commercial and agricultural partner  
From 1948 to 1991, Israel was not a component of India's West Asia policy because Indian foreign 
policy makers believed that establishing connections with Israel would put India's longstanding 
relationships with Arab and Muslim allies at danger. 
Nicholas Blarel argues that it was a confluence of structural, domestic and Individual-level factors 
has been responsible for such a radical shift in Indo-Israeli relations.  
Indian decision-makers were left in a highly uncertain strategic situation following the conclusion of 
the Cold War since the specifics of the new, emerging global order were still unknown. India faced 
new opportunities and challenges as a result of radical developments like the fall of the USSR and the 
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US becoming the only superpower. India as a result requested aid from any nation that may help to 
strengthen its vulnerable regional and global security situation. 
The Kuwait crisis of 1990–1991 and its repercussions changed Israel's standing in regard to Arab 
countries. The negative effects of opening up to Israel were curbed by internal opposition within the 
Arab world and widespread criticism of the Palestine Liberation Organization's (PLO) support of Iraq 
during the conflict. India was given a window of opportunity by the peace process to change its long-
standing support for the Arab world and subsequently forge a strategic alliance with Israel. 
The increased pressure from the US to normalise relations was another international element that 
necessitated a review of India's policy toward Israel. India's 1991 domestic economic crisis and the loss 
of its Soviet trading partner also increased New Delhi's susceptibility to US economic demands. 
Further, JN Dixit opined that there were also talks of a peace agreement between PLO and Israel 
which softened PLO’s stance on a potential Indian diplomatic relationship with Israel. 
There were favourable conditions at home for a policy change in addition to the regional and global 
factors. Kanti Bajpai argues that Rao did not felt restricted by the Congress's long-established 
ideological beliefs or by conventional domestic voting bases like the Muslim vote because he was 
leading an ostensibly weak government of transition. Because of this increased flexibility, his 
government steadily pushed for reformer policies, particularly in the area of foreign affairs. 
Domestically, the deterioration of the Kashmir situation in the late 1980s, together with a surge in 
militancy and an uprising in favour of independence, affected India's relations with its West Asian 
allies, particularly with the OIC. It soon became clear that India did not receive any strategic backing 
from an unwaveringly pro-Arab policy in its attempts to deal with threats to its territorial integrity 
and unity. 
Apart from the individual initiative of the then PM Narasimha Rao, it was also former NSA Brajesh 
Mishra in the Vajpayee government who argued for closer relations with Israel. He even wanted an 
ideological alliance against terrorism. Further, ties were taken to another level by the personal 
bonhomie between PM Modi and then PM Benjamin Netanyahu increasing the level of cooperation 
and scope of convergence. Apart from this, there were leading Indian business groups that had built 
direct ties with Israeli companies which encouraged India’s turn towards Israel.  
Indo-Israel ties have come a long from 1992 when it first opened diplomatic ties to now confidently 
engaging in multilateral groupings like I2U2 as partners interested in the stability and shared 
prosperity of the neighbourhood. 
 
c) Critically examine the view that India's nuclear policy is in the worst possible position at the 
moment: neither credible toward China, nor minimal toward Pakistan. 
 
Model Answer: 
India conducted a series of nuclear tests at Pokhran, Rajasthan in 1998, and declared itself a state 
armed with nuclear weapons in order to avoid having to face nuclear-armed China and Pakistan, both 
of which it had fought wars with over unresolved territorial issues. 
India would develop and maintain a credible minimum deterrent, adopt a no-first-use policy, and only 
use nuclear weapons "in retaliation to a nuclear assault on Indian territory or on Indian forces 
anywhere," according to the Indian nuclear doctrine. Additionally, it was stated that nuclear weapons 
would not be used against non-nuclear weapon states, that nuclear retaliation to a first strike would 
be massive, and that it would be intended to cause unacceptable damage. India would also still have 
the option of retaliating with nuclear weapons in the event of a significant biological or chemical 
attack against it. 
The NFU's stance has been contested repeatedly by Bharat Karnad. According to what he wrote, 
"NFU may be effective as political rhetoric and promote stability in circumstances other than war. 
However, it is a weakness as a major predicate for war strategy. Because it demands India to first 
withstand a nuclear assault before retaliating in kind, NFU is not in the least bit plausible. 
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Further, it is also argued that India’s policy of Credible minimum deterrence is impossible towards 
both China and Pakistan. India's deterrence requirements against China far exceed what it would 
"minimally" require toward Pakistan in terms of numbers, deployment modes, and reach due to 
China's own force structure and modernization effort, as well as the fact that its main strategic 
centres are located in the country's far east, which is the region that is most remote from Indian 
territory.  
As a result, what is minimum toward Pakistan cannot be minimum toward China, and what is 
minimum toward China is unlikely to be minimum toward Pakistan. To solve this paradox, Vipin 
Narang points out that India, as observed from range and numbers of its missiles, has calibrated its 
missiles towards China and thus not, minimal towards Pakistan.  
Further, Narang also points out that the overall reliability of India’s Agni and SLBM forces coupled 
with its shorter range affect the credibility of its nuclear deterrence capabilities. Indian attempts to 
develop lower order Pakistan specific nuclear options like Prabhakar, Prithvi and Pinaka is also seen 
as a diversion from strengthening its credibility against Beijing.  
The ways in which India perceived the threat posed by Chinese and Pakistani nuclear capacity varied 
significantly, as did the strategies India used to address it. India mostly relied on implied nuclear 
security promises from the Cold War's two superpowers, the US and the Soviet Union, against China. 
This further contributed to India’s nuclear focus being diverted primarily towards Pakistan. 
Additionally, operational surprises by the Pakistani military cannot be ruled out in a conventional war 
due to increased interoperability (i.e., the ability of the PLA and Pakistani military to fight against 
India together). 
As Prawin Sahney opines, India should have a hard look at its nuclear policy and its failure to credibly 
deter China and also beef up its conventional capabilities that strengthen the foundation for any level 
of nuclear deterrence. 
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