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Instructions: 

➢  There are 8 questions in the question paper.  

➢  Question 1 and 5 are compulsory. You can attempt any THREE out of the 

remaining, Choosing at least ONE Question from each section. 

➢  The number of marks carried by a question /part is indicated against it.  

➢  Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to. 

➢  Content is more important than content length. 

 
 

Section A 

Q1) Discuss the following in not more than 150 words.        (10*5 = 50 Marks) 

a. Power, authority and legitimacy. 

b. Multi-cultural perspective on human rights. 

c. De-alienation and New Leftism. 

d. Overdeveloped state. 

e. Participative and deliberative democracy. 

 

Q.2)  a. Discuss the reasons behind the importance of distinction between sex and 

gender in feminist conception. of reality. Are differences within feminism more 

pronounced than similarities.            (20 Marks) 

b. Examine the nature of post – colonial states with reference to different analytical 

perspectives.             (15 Marks) 

c. How liberalism accommodates Diversity. Also compare the liberal and multi-

cultural perspectives on toleration.           (15 Marks) 

 

Q.3)  a. ‘Rawl lifelong project has been to present a theory of justice that works out a 

reasonable and practical philosophical conception for a just constitutional 

democratic society, a concept that at the same time, provides a reasonably 

systematic alternative to utilitarianism’ (P.B. Lehning). Comment.       (20 Marks) 

b. Examine the features of classical political theory and also elaborate on major 

themes of contemporary political theory.          (15 Marks) 

c. Bring out the comparison between liberal and feminist perspectives of state.  

               (15 Marks) 
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Q.4)  a. Discuss the intellectual roots and elements of fascism. Do you agree with the 

view that “Fascism is not a coherent ideology”         (20 Marks) 

b. Critically examine the claim of critical school that behaviouralism is a 

justification of status quo.            (15 Marks) 

c. Compare and contrast the gandhian theory of state with liberal and Marxist 

theory.               (15 Marks) 

 

Section B 

Q.5) Answer the following questions in about 150 words each:     (10 * 5 = 50 Marks) 

a. Compare empirical and normative approach. 

b. Comment on decline and resurgence of political theory debate. 

c. Relationship between liberty, equality and justice. 

d. Comment on the post-modernist critique  of ideology. 

e. Compare multi-culturalism and value pluralism. 

 

Q.6) a. Human rights are no more, but no less, than a standard at political legitimacy 

that specifies a set of social and political practices that aim to establish a 

framework for equal and autonomous individuals, acting separately and 

collectively, to make for themselves a world worthy of truly human beings”. 

Discuss.               (20 Marks) 

b. ‘Justice is one social value among many and not necessarily in all circumstances 

the overriding value’. (Tom Campbell). Comment.         (15 Marks) 

c. Examine Foucault’s theory of power. What is the meaning of expression ‘power is 

everywhere’ ?              (15 Marks) 

 

Q.7)  a. How has globalization affected the discourses on human rights? Discuss the 

main challenges to Human rights in the 21st century.        (20 Marks) 

b. Do you agree with the view that “Post Marxism rejects essentialism”, Discuss the 

key ideas of Post – Marxism.                 (15 Marks) 

c. “State is both the guardian and child of law” (Maciver) Comment.       (15 Marks) 
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Q.8)  a. What are the major differences between instrumentalist and structuralist 

perspective on state with reference to the debate between Ralph Miliband and 

Nicole Poulantzas.             (20 Marks) 

b. Does affirmative action violate the principle of justice as fairness? Provide 

arguments in support of your view.           (15 Marks) 

c. Discuss the key ideas of socialism before and after Karl Marx.       (15 Marks) 
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